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JANET SOWLE — THE MORNING SUN

Sarah Hamilton, manager of Mid Michigan Community College’s Mt. Pleasant Bookstore,
works on the background of her water lily painting. Hamilton attended a private painting party
with friends on March 6at Made with Loving Hands in Downtown Clare.

By Janet Sowle
The Morning Sun

Painting parties are all
the rage in big cities and
even in many small towns
alike.

People of all skill levels
get together and everyone
paints their version of the
same thing.

Made with Loving
Hands in downtown Clare
offers classes with a paint-
ing theme but with a vari-
ety of choices.

The March 9 theme is
barns but there are three
different paintings to
choose from. As of March
6 there were still one or
two spots available for the
barn event.

Bonnie Warner Sweet
planned a painting party
for a girls’ night out this
past Friday.

“A friend attended a
party in Frankenmuth,”
Sweet said. “I thought
it sounded like fun and
started doing some re-
search. I found ‘Made with
Loving Hands’ offers pri-
vate parties.”

She contacted the store,
set up a date and told them
she wanted something
springy.

Before the party, in-
structors Leslie Smoltz and
Julie B. Wells shared three
different samples of floral
paintings for participants
to choose from.

When the 11 friends ar-
rived, they found a wall
filled with photos of flow-
ers and sheets of samples

CLARE

YOU’RE INVITED TO
A PAINTING PARTY!

By LindaGittleman
lgittleman@michigannewspapers.com

For the 40th year in a row, people in Clare
have been preparing for one of the happiest fes-
tivals around.

On Saturday, they will bring out the green
to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, as well as usher
in spring.

Jane Sartor and Carron Nevill are two of
those planners for the Clare Irish Festival and
Sartor was grand marshal of the parade in
2004.

They recommend not missing the parade.
“It grows every year,” Sartor said. “The bed

CLARE

Clare Irish Festival
celebrates its 40th
anniversary this week

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

A recent outbreak in cases of measles in chil-
dren has not affected Isabella, Clare and Gratiot
counties, all of which have vaccination waiver
rates lower than 5 percent.

Becky Johnson Himes, a registered nurse and
personal health services supervisor at the Central
Michigan District Health Department, said there
has not been a confirmed case of the measles
since 2008 - and those were in Osceola County.

Michigan has had one confirmed case of the
measles between Jan. 1 and Feb. 15, Johnson
Himes said, and health officials encourage par-
ents to get their children immunized, although
some do not for a variety of reasons.

In Isabella County, 30 kindergarten-age chil-

MID-MICHIGAN

No local
measles
cases
reported
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Events include craft show at
9a.m. Saturday, bed race at
10a.m. and parade at noon.
SCHEDULE AT THEMORNINGSUN.COM

IRISH FESTIVAL

Clare celebration runs
through Saturday

Hear the latest news first and
chat about local issues and
events: Follow the Morning
Sun on Facebook and Twitter.

STAYCONNECTED

Join the local talk
with the Morning Sun

Morning Sun classified ads
are the place to advertise your
offerings and find what you
want. Call 888-461-5019

CLASSIFIEDMARKETPLACE

Buy it, sell it, find it
in the Morning Sun

The Gratiot County Baseball
League inducted its newest
Hall of Fame class recently.
PAGE B1

BASEBALL

GratiotCountyBaseball
League inductsnewclass

Today’sweb bonus »Panhandlers targetMt. Pleasant for cash. TheMorningSun.com

FOOTBALL

Report:
Suh to
Miami
Dolphins
Sports »B1

SOUNDOFF

Be heard:
Call Sound
Off to share
your opinion
Call 989-779-6088

OILOPTIMISM

Recalling
heyday:
Drilling 80
years ago
Community »A4

“A friend
attended
a party in
Frankenmuth.
I thought it
sounded like
fun and started
doing some
research. I
found ‘Made
with Loving
Hands’ offers
private parties.”
— Bonnie Warner Sweet
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Local counties have low waiver rates

Home Show Dates
March 13, 14, & 15

IAC- CMU Campus Mt. Pleasant, MI

Home
. Lifestyles .Leisure

2015 Sponsors
of the
2015

Home
Show

Isabella Bank

Mr. Electric

Mission Lumber & Home Center

DTE Energy & The Home Builders Association

Enter “House of Nails”contest to win anoverhead Garage Doorfrom Johnson Door!

H TV

Featuring

Alison Victoria

Star of HGTV’s

Kitchen Crashers

Visit our many Exhibitor Booths
and make sure to stop and see the

Bandit Chippers NASCAR at the show!

FRIDAY
March 13
5pm-9pm

SATURDAY
March 14

10am-7pm

SUNDAY
March 15

11am-4pm

ALISON VICTORIA
SHOWTIMES

Saturday Noon & 3pm

Adults $5. Children under 12 FREE if accompanied by an adult.

2014
CHEVROLET
EQUINOX LT

ONLY 3,000 MILES..
Heated Seats, PWR
Lift Gate, Dual PWR

Seats, This Has it ALL,
Save Thousands, Only

828-6032
dicksovaautosales.com

DICK SOVA AUTO SALES

$24,995/$359 mo.

Downtown Shepherd
COMPARE

ANYWHERE!

or about

» themorningsun.comMonday,March 9, 2015 $1.00 FACEBOOK.COM/MPMORNINGSUN TWITTER.COM/MPMORNINGSUN
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A Tribute to Life.
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Mi.us
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Left, Jane Sartor, 2004grand marshal for the Clare Irish Festival in 2004and Carron
Nevill, another organizer, share a little history of the festival and community.

dren have not had measles
vaccinations, with parents
getting waivers.

That represents 4.7 per-
cent of the children in Isa-
bella County entering kin-
dergarten this year.

There are 11 children in
Clare County, or 3.2 per-
cent, who have not been
immunized and have par-
ents who have obtained
waivers.

In Gratiot County, par-
ents of 12 children, or 2.3
percent, obtained waivers
to allow them to enter kin-
dergarten without immu-
nizations.

Parents who do not want
their children immunized
for medical reasons obtain
waivers from their chil-
dren’s physicians, John-
son Himes said.

Waivers for religious or
philosophical beliefs must
be obtained from local
health departments, she
said.

As of Jan. 1, educa-

tion about the potentially
waived vaccines must
be obtained through a
health department, she
said.
Despite some parents

not wanting their children
immunized, health officials
encourage vaccinations.

“We encourage vaccina-
tions for all children, ad-
olescents and adults to
prevent any vaccine pre-
ventable diseases,” John-
son Himes said. “A person
with medical contra indi-
cations is the only circum-
stance in which we would

not encourage any recom-
mended vaccinations.”

In Michigan, immuni-
zations must be reported
to a state registry, and the
Michigan Care Immuni-
zation Registry only in-
cludes who are in kinder-
garten, seventh grade and
who are new to a school
district.

Marianne Roe, the nurse
for Clare Public Schools,
thinks districts will see
fewer waivers starting
this year with new state
requirements in effect
that require parents to get

immunization education
prior to obtaining waivers
from health departments
for non-medical reasons.

Some school districts
also take part in educat-
ing parents about immu-
nizations.

Staff at Luce Road El-
ementary, the Alma dis-
trict ’s early childhood
building, staff members
work hard to help educate
parents about the impor-
tance of immunizations,
Alma Superintendent So-
nia Lark said.

“They work with par-

ents and encourage them
to complete any missing
vaccinations for their child
upon entrance to kinder-
garten,” Lark said. “I be-
lieve our staff shows pa-
tience and yet is diligent at
getting these records from
parents.

“Some parents stil l
choose to complete a
waiver. Most waivers oc-
cur upon enrollment to
kindergarten. Sometimes
it is because they just have
not taken their children for
their scheduled immuniza-
tions.”

Measles
FROMPAGE 1

race — which begins at
10:30 on the main street—-
is second (in popularity.)”

This year, said Laura
Shively, another orga-
nizer, there will be no
grand marshal as about 15
to 20 of the past honorees
are expected to ride in the
parade.

Long a participant in the
festival, Shively is a mem-
ber of the Crawford fam-
ily and every year, the fam-
ily float graces the parade.

“We decorate it differ-
ently every year,” Shively
said. “I add and add. I
think the gaudier the
better. We pass out 300
pounds of candy.”

At least 50,000 people
are expected on Saturday.

“Friday night is for the
locals,” she said. “Saturday

night it explodes. And ev-
eryone’s friendly.”

Shively’s Irish ancestors
settled in the area — Craw-
fordville — which no lon-
ger exists.

They came to log and
“we all stayed in the area,”
she said.

William McEwan came
from Ireland and he
founded the city of Clare,
now with a population of
about 3,500.

He was benefactor or
guardian to a Bridget Bur-
gan and he gave her the
honor of naming the com-
munity, Nevill said.

Since she came from
County Clare, she called it
Clare.

She however, never lived
in Clare, Nevill said. She
lived in Bay City.

Folks from County Clare
— there is no city of that
name in Ireland — have
visited here and residents
from Clare visited there in

1997, Sartor said.
Like the Clare Irish Fes-

tival, everyone had a good
time.

“They have a flag from
Clare (Michigan) in their
museum,” she said.

This year, the 1225
steam engine locomotive
will make an appearance
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.
near the Clare Congrega-
tional Church.

The leprechaun contest
— another popular event —
begins at 8:45 a.m. at Wit-
beck’s Family Food and
is open to all adults and
children whose costume is
most leprechaun -ish.

Nevill advises festival
goers to come early for the
parade at noon. One min-
ute perhaps 3,000 folks are
downtown and a few min-
utes later, it’s 10,000, she
said.

Few want to miss
the Scottv i l le Clown
Band.

Festival
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to select.
Both instructors encour-

aged everyone to make the
paintings their own and to
not worry about following
the photo exactly.

Brushes and canvas
were waiting at the tables.
After color schemes were
chosen, Smoltz and Wells
filled trays with a variety
of acrylic paints.

Few participants chose
the same painting and
even those who did came
out with different looks
and colors that were per-
sonalized to their own
tastes.

A variety of styles and
sizes of additional brushes
were also available.

Participants are wel-
come to bring snacks and
beverages to enjoy.

Smoltz encourages ev-

eryone to get up about
once an hour.

“It’s hard sitting like
that for a long time,”
Smoltz said. “Sometimes
no one will get up even
when we tell them to.”

By the end of the eve-
ning most of the paintings
were finished and at least
one participant had fin-
ished two paintings.

According to Smoltz,
private parties aren’t lim-
ited to Friday nights or
paintings.

They can be held at any
time the store and instruc-
tor are available.

“We do more than paint-
ing parties,” Smoltz said.
“We’ve done children’s
birthday parties. It doesn’t
just have to be painting.
We also do crafts. If some-
one sees something down-
stairs in the store they like,
we’ll get ahold of the art-
ist and see if they’re inter-
ested in teaching a class.”

In addition to classes,

the store carries a variety
of hand-crafted art, jew-
elry, gifts, home décor and

antiques.
For more information or

to schedule a private class,

visit “Made with Loving
Hands” or call 989-802-
0289.

Painting
FROMPAGE 1

JANET SOWLE — THE MORNING SUN

Bonnie Warner Sweet heard from a friend who had gone to a painting party in
Frankenmuth. Sweet coordinated a private party for 10friends at Made with Loving Hands
in downtown Clare. The theme for the night was spring and everyone went home with
their own painting.

By JimHeintz
Of The Associated Press

MOSCOW >> Five men were
behind bars Sunday either
charged or suspected in the
killing of Kremlin critic Bo-
ris Nemtsov, but details re-
mained unclear in the case
that has shaken Russia’s
marginalized and strug-
gling oppositionmovement.

The five appeared in a
Moscow court, where two
of them were charged in
connection with the shoot-
ing of Nemtsov as hewalked
across a bridge near the
Kremlin on Feb. 27. The
other three were remanded
to jail pending the filing of
charges, which Russian law
says must be done within 10
days.

Russian news reports
meanwhile cited unnamed
sources as saying another
suspect had killed himself
with a grenade after po-
lice blocked his apartment
on Saturday in Grozny, the
capital of the republic of
Chechnya. Therewasnooffi-
cial comment fromMoscow
on the reports, but Chechen
President Ramzan Kadyrov
appeared to partially con-
firm it Sunday.

One of the judges in the
two separate hearings said
suspect Zaur Dadaev had
acknowledged involvement,
but Dadaev did not admit
guilt in the courtroom, ac-
cording to state-run and in-
dependent news agencies in
Russia. The other suspect
who was charged, Anzor
Gubashev, denied guilt, the
reports said.

The three others in-
clude Gubashev’s younger
brother Shagid, along with

Khamzad Bakhaev and Ta-
merlan Eskerkhanov, state
news agency Tass reported.

All five are from Chech-
nya or other parts of the res-
tiveNorthCaucasus, accord-
ing to news agencies. Their
origin raises a potentially
sensitive issue, given the sig-
nificant animosity for Cau-
casus groups among ethnic
Russians.

Chechnya suffered two
intense wars over the past
two decades between Rus-
sian forces and separatist
rebels increasingly under
the sway of fundamental-
ist Islam. That reinforced
the stereotype amongmany
Russians of Chechens as vi-
olent extremists.

Kadyrov, the current
Chechen president, has him-
self imposed many Islamic
rules on Chechnya, includ-
ing the wearing of heads-
carves by women, but is
also a vehement loyalist of
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin and has blamed
Nemtsov’s killing on West-
ern security services.

Kadyrov is widely crit-
icized by human rights
groups for violence against
dissidents, including ab-
ducting and killing them.
Dadaev, one of the suspects
charged Sunday, had been
an officer in the Chechen po-
lice troops, reports cited the
head of the security council
in neighboring Ingushetia
as saying.

Kadyrov on Sunday said
on Instagram that Dadaev
had left the police troops
under unclear circum-
stances. He described him
as a “deeply religious man”
offended by Nemtsov’s com-
ments after the attack on the

French satirical publication
Charlie Hebdo. Russia’s In-
vestigative Committee had
suggested Islamic extrem-
ism as a possible motive for
Nemtsov’s killing.

He also praised a man
called Beslan Shavanov as
a “brave warrior.” That was
the name given in the un-
sourced reports of the sus-
pect who allegedly killed
himself inGrozny. Kadyrov’s
post did not give details, but
said Shavanov “perished the
previous day during an at-
tempt to detain him.”

Dadaev and the Guba-
shevs were arrested in In-
gushetia on Saturday, and
the other two suspects in
suburban Moscow before
dawn on Sunday, officials
said.

Law enforcement officials
have asserted the guilt of all
five, but have not released
any details of how they al-
legedly were involved in the
killing of Nemtsov.

The 55-year-old Nemtsov,
a former deputy primemin-
ister who became one of Pu-
tin’smost outspoken detrac-
tors, was killed a few hours
after he had made a radio
appearance denouncing
Putin for “mad, aggressive”
policies in Ukraine.

Nemtsov was working on
a report detailing Russian
involvement in the war be-
tween pro-Russia separatist
rebels andUkrainian forces,
associates said.

Nemtsov’s killing shocked
Russia’s already beleaguered
and marginalized opposi-

tion supporters. Suspicion in
the opposition is high that
the killing was ordered by
the Kremlin.

But Russia’s top investi-
gative body said it was con-
sidering several possible
motives, including that he
was killed in an attempt to
smear Putin’s image. It also
said it was looking into pos-
sible connections to Islamic
extremism and Nemtsov’s
personal life.

The opposition and oth-
ers critical of the Russian
leadership believe that
Nemtsov’s death in a tightly
secured area near theKrem-
lin wouldn’t have been pos-
sible without official in-
volvement, and could be an
attempt to scare other gov-
ernment foes.

WORLD

Russian court charges men in Nemtsov killing

IVAN SEKRETAREV — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Police escort the suspects in the killing of Boris Nemtsov into a court house in Moscow,
Russia, Sunday.
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