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By Sarah Schuch
Of The Associated Press

FLINT>> The newHurley pe-
diatric clinic on the second
floor of the Flint Farmers
Market is starting to take
shape.

Hurley Medical Center
will move its Pediatric Res-
idency Clinic and its Pedi-
atric Specialty Clinic to the
second floor of the Flint
Farmers Market in what
hospital officials are call-
ing an innovative, unique
partnership.

Officials hope to have
the $2-million Hurley Chil-
dren’s Center up and run-
ning by August, said An-
nette Napier, senior ad-
ministrator for ambulatory
services at Hurley Medical
Center.

“Progress is going pretty
much as scheduled. When
I was in there it was amaz-
ing to see. You can see the
frame of everything,” Na-
pier said. “It’s a very excit-
ing project and it’s moving
along very quickly.”

The future design can
be envisioned, Napier said,
as walls are being put up
in the 10,300-square foot
space. Drywall should be
going up later this week
or early next week.

A separate exterior en-
trance and elevator tower
have been installed, The
Flint Journal reported.

“It’s just going to be a
phenomenal place for chil-
dren to come,” Napier said.

The project is a collabor-
ative partnership between
Hurley Children’s Hospital,
the Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation and the Flint
Farmers Market.

The goal is to focus on

prevention and nutrition,
along with care for chil-
dren when they are sick.

The center will include
24 exam rooms, a lab and
a resident/preceptor teach-
ing area.

Prescriptions can be
written for healthy foods
and the health profession-
als can help guide families
in healthy eating.

It ’s right across the
street from the MTA bus
station for easier access

to public transportation.
The space allows for an

innovative environment,
with high ceilings and an
open layout.

The balcony area may be
transformed into a putt-
putt golf course for chil-
dren. The waiting area
will have desk and cubicle
space if the family needs
to work on things while
they wait. Families can go
downstairs and visit the
market, or there will be

parenting classes and sem-
inars in the market’s con-
ference room.

There will be a lab sta-
tion for blood work and
medical prescriptions can
be delivered right to the
clinic, Napier said.

Interior decorating de-
cisions will be finalized in
the near future.

Inside the waiting area
will be end tables with a
touch screen computer
top, allowing children and
their families to have ac-
cess to educational pro-
grams while waiting.

“It will just be a positive
environment for everyone
... It will be very innova-
tive,” Napier said. “We’re
trying hard to bring ev-
erything up to the future.
We’re excited. I think it’s
going to be one of a kind.”
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D W Lurvey Construction workers continue making progress on Hurley Medical Center’s new Pediatric Residency Clinic and
Pediatric Specialty Clinic space on Wednesday, May 6on the second floor of the Flint Farmers’ Market in downtown Flint.

Pediatric clinic to open at Flint
Farmers Market by August

D W Lurvey Construction workers continue making progress on Hurley Medical Center’s
new Pediatric Residency Clinic and Pediatric Specialty Clinic space on Wednesday, May 6
on the second floor of the Flint Farmers’ Market in downtown Flint.

ByMatthewDaly
Of The Associated Press

WASHINGTON >> The De-
partment of Veterans Af-
fairs is improperly spend-
ing at least $5 billion a
year for medical care and
supplies being purchased
in violation of required
practices for competitive
bidding and written con-
tracts, a senior VA official
said Thursday.

“Gross mismanage-
ment” by senior agency
leaders has wasted bil-
lions of dollars and made
a “mockery” of federal
laws regarding purchas-
ing of goods and services,
said Jan Frye, deputy as-
sistant secretary for ac-
quisition and logistics.

Illegal purchases have
been made for pharma-
ceutical drugs and med-
ical supplies, putting vet-
erans at risk and exposing
the agency to widespread
“fraud, waste and abuse,”
Frye said.

“I can state without
reservation that VA has
and continues to waste
millions of dollars by pay-
ing excessive prices for
goods and services due to
breaches of federal laws,”
Frye told the House Veter-
ans Affairs subcommittee
on oversight and investi-
gations.

VA Secretary Robert
McDonald said in a state-
ment Thursday that he ap-
preciates the issues Frye
brought to light. Frye first
raised concerns in a 35-
page memo to McDonald
earlier this year.

As Frye made clear
in his March memo and
in testimony Thursday,
“there are many acquisi-
tion paths within the Vet-
erans Health Administra-
tion” to provide health
care for veterans, McDon-
ald said. “It is important
to note that the vast ma-
jority of the funding iden-
tified in the memo went to
provide veterans needed
care in the community”
and was not wasted, Mc-
Donald said.

McDonald said he has
directed the VA’s inspec-
tor general to review Fr-
ye’s allegations. Any find-
ings of wrongdoing or evi-
dence of harm to veterans
will be shared with the
Justice Department for
possible criminal prose-
cution, McDonald said.

Rep. Mike Coffman,
R-Colo., chairman of
the oversight panel, said
“weak internal controls”
at the VA have resulted
in “serious violations
of procurement laws,”
mostly through a pur-
chase-card program in-
tended as a convenience
for minor purchases of
up to $3,000. Instead, VA
employees have used the

cards to buy billions of
dollars’ worth of medical
supplies and drugs with-
out contracts.

In one example cited
by Frye, about $1.2 bil-
lion in prosthetics were
bought using purchase
cards without contracts
during an 18-month pe-
riod that ended last year.

In all, VA has under-
stated its annual acquisi-
tion totals by at least $5
billion in each of the past
five years, “due to our in-
excusable failure to ac-
quire a substantial quan-
tity of goods and ser-
vices in accordance with
federal laws and regula-
tions,” Frye said.

Coffman called that
total “a truly staggering
amount,” adding that the
problem goes far beyond
“paying a little more for
needed supplies and ser-
vices, as some apologists
for VA have asserted.”

Among other things,
“purchase-card abuse in-
vites cronyism and the di-
recting of business to fa-
vored vendors, including
those who may employ
former VA officials,” Coff-
man said. In addition,
buying drugs and medical
supplies without proper
contracts “imperils pa-
tient safety” and exposes
VA to legal liability, Coff-
man said.

Edward Murray, act-
ing assistant secretary for
management and the VA’s
top financial officer, said
the agency has more than
25,000 purchase cards
that were used 6.1 million
times to make $3.7 billion
in purchases last year.
The purchase cards help
the VA acquire needed
supplies and drugs more
quickly than through
usual government proce-
dures, Murray said.

Murray conceded that
the program has “experi-
enced challenges” but said
the quicker delivery of
prosthetics, hearing aids
and other needed supplies
outweigh those concerns.
In response to concerns
by Congress and the inter-
nal watchdogs, the VA re-
duced the number of pur-
chase cards from 37,000
in 2011 to 25,515 last
year, Murray said. About
23,000 VA employees use
purchase cards.

Rep. Kathleen Rice,
D-N.Y., called those to-
tals “just enormous” and
said they invited abuse.
Rice, one of 10 children,
said she and her siblings
“never would have at-
tended college” if her par-
ents had given each child
a credit card.

The VA has tightened
controls over use of the
cards in recent years and
instituted mandatory
training, Murray said.
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Official: Veterans
Affairs misspends
$5B a year on health

ByMike Stobbe
AP Medical Writer

NEW YORK >> Fewer Ameri-
cans are getting sick from
a nasty germ sometimes
found in undercooked
hamburgers, the govern-
ment reported Thursday.

The latest report card
on food poisoning shows
illnesses from a danger-
ous form of E. coli bacte-
ria have fallen 20 percent
in the last few years.

That E. coli strain got at-
tention in the early 1990s
when it was the culprit in
a deadly outbreak linked
to hamburger meat. Leafy
vegetables have also been
tied to illnesses; a 2006
outbreak of E. coli was
traced to contaminated

fresh spinach.
Regulatory scrutiny of

the beef industry since
then has contributed to
the decline, as has volun-
tary changes in the pro-
duce industry, health offi-
cials said.

The report from the
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention counts
food poisoning cases in
only 10 states, but is be-
lieved to be a good indica-
tor of national trends. In
those states, total illnesses
and deaths have been rel-
atively stable over the last
five years.

Over the last four years,
illness rates were also flat
for these leading causes of
food poisoning:

• Salmonella, which con-

tinues to be the No. 1 cause
of food poisoning. Salmo-
nella accounts for about
38 percent of illnesses—
far more than the 6 per-
cent attributed to E. coli.

• Campylobacter, a bac-
teria commonly linked
to raw milk and poultry,
which ranks second.

• Listeria, which contin-
ues to be particularly dan-
gerous but also rare. A re-
cent deadly listeria out-
break was been linked to
ice cream.

The CDC estimates that
1 in 6 Americans get sick
from contaminated food
each year, though most
cases are not reported

To prevent food poison-
ing, health officials advise:
Carefully wash and clean

food, and cook meat, poul-
try and eggs thoroughly.
Avoid raw milk and un-
pasteurized juices. And
promptly refrigerate left-
overs.

FOODPOISONING

A food poisoning report with good news: Fewer E. coli cases
In this Thursday, July 3,

2014file photo, smoke
wafts up as hamburgers are
cooked on a grill outside the
White House in Washington.

On Thursday, May 14the
CDC says fewer Americans

are getting sick from a nasty
germ sometimes found in
undercooked hamburgers.

Illnesses from a dangerous
form of E. coli bacteria have

fallen 20percent in the
previous few years.
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HurleyMedical Centerwillmove
its Pediatric Residency Clinic and
its Pediatric Specialty Clinic to the
second floor of the Flint Farmers
Market inwhat hospital officials
are calling an innovative, unique
partnership.
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