
Morning Sun 08/19/2015 Page : 21cmh

Copyright (c)2015 The Morning Sun, a 21st Century Media Property & part of Digital First Media MI -- All rights reserved. Edition 08/19/2015August 24, 2015 2:24 pm (GMT +4:00) / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 64% from original to fit letter page


Jeannie Parent, Publisher
DonWyatt, Vice President of News

RickMills, Editor

Sound Off: Leave a message, your full
name and city at 989-779-6088. We
print messages on any reasonable topic
and will edit message length and content.

What do you think?: Submit Letters to the Editor up to 250words and
Guest Opinion up to 650words with your full name and address, plus
daytime phone number for verification. Provide affiliations that place your
opinion in context. Submissions from readers limited to one every 30days.

Email:
news@mi
chigannews
papers.com

Twitter: Follow us
@MPMORNINGSUN
Facebook: Leave comments at
FACEBOOK.COM/MPMORNINGSUN

Mail:
Morning Sun
P.O. Box 447
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48804

Of the many ways Native
Americans have been mis-
treated since Europeans in-
vaded, it’s hard to imagine
anything more cynical in re-
cent decades than what Lan-
sing lawmakers have done.

Eighty years ago, the state
wanted room to expand Cen-
tral Michigan University.
A Native American board-
ing school was in the way,
though, so the state offered
a trade. If the Indians would
give up the boarding school,
the state would offer free tu-
ition to public colleges and
universities.

As with many such deals
between Indians and the
government, one side didn’t
mean it.

The promise was made
in 1934, but the state didn’t
make good on it until 1976
when Gov. William Milliken
helped push through a law
guaranteeing free college tu-
ition to tribal members. The
law, Act 174 of 1976, says, “A
Michigan public community
college or public university or
a federal tribally controlled
community college described
in subsection shall waive tu-
ition for any North American
Indian who qualifies for ad-
mission as a full-time, part-
time, or summer school stu-
dent, and is a legal resident
of the state for not less than
12 consecutive months.”

The law has survived sev-
eral attempts since 1976 to
rescind it.

Worse, the state has never
fully funded it, creating an
expensive unfunded mandate
for colleges and universities.
About 1,000 Native Ameri-
cans attend college free each
year, at a cost to colleges of
about $8.5 million. The Leg-
islature has failed to hold up
its end of the Mount Pleasant
bargain, reimbursing them
only $3.8 million.

Colleges and universities

are forced to make up the
difference. That $4.7 million
burden is an obvious disin-
centive. They suffer a finan-
cial penalty every time they
tell someone about the law.

The state suffers finan-
cially. Natives Americans are
one of our most disadvan-
taged populations, suffering
high unemployment, low in-
comes and the gamut of so-
cial, health and other woes
that come with poverty and
dependence. The Economic

Police Institute offers a solu-
tion in one sentence: “High
educational attainment is the
factor most likely to increase
American Indians’ odds of se-
curing employment.”

Lansing must make good
on its promise. It must fully
fund the promise it made to
Michigan’s indigenous peo-
ples. And we all need to tell
Michigan’s Indian residents
that they can go to college.

— The Times Herald (Aug. 14)
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It is important for par-
ents to understand recent up-
dates regarding vaccinations
for measles and other dis-
eases. Michael J. Mina, et al
addressed these in “Long-term
measles-induced immunomod-
ulation increases overall infec-
tious disease mortality” (Sci-
ence, May 8, 2015, pages 694-
699). Vaccines for measles
were introduced 50 years ago
and have greatly reduced that
disease, increased longevity,
and have reduced deaths from
other childhood illnesses such
as pneumonia or encephalitis.

In countries that have man-
dated inoculation rates, deaths
have dropped substantially.
Those not having the shots
suffer a decline in the autoim-
mune system to guard against
other diseases through an im-
mune memory system loss.
Mina, et al, studied medi-
cal records in this area from
roughly 1945 to 2010 in Eng-
land, Wales, the United States,
and Denmark of children ages
1 through 9.

Between 1945 and 1965,
when the vaccine became
available in the U.S., non-mea-
sles deaths were above 1,500
per 100,000 annually. After,
there was a steady decline to
around 800 per 100,000 in
1970. Measles cases dropped
to about 100. More recently, af-
ter steady decline to near zero,
there has been resurgence in
measles, with more than 200
cases in 2011, over 600 in 2014
and more than 200 in 2015
(and still growing). See chart
in cdc.gov/measles/cases-out-
breaks.html.

Unfortunately, some coun-
tries, including the United
States, have become somewhat
lax in enforcement and world-
wide, measles continues to
take thousands of lives annu-
ally, and those not vaccinated
run increasing risk of death
from other diseases. The
study shows that the measles
virus could be responsible for
nearly half of all childhood
infectious disease deaths. Re-

ducing measles is the main
factor in reducing such mor-
tality.

Measles is not a benign
childhood illness. While the
death rate from the illness
in this country has dropped,
it could become a factor as
fewer are given shots. The in-
jections can save the young
from other diseases and in-
crease longevity. The autoim-
mune system after measles
can be depressed for about 30
months. The statistical test
for this had a sample correla-
tion coefficient of 90 percent.

Childhood inoculations
for measles-mumps-rubella
(MMR) do not cause autism.
See, for example The New
England Journal of Medicine
study of 2002, nejm.org/doi/
full/10.1056/NEJMoa021134,
and the March 2015 report
from the Center for Disease
and Prevention. A mercury-
based ingredient, thimero-
sal, was removed by 2001. For
more, go to cdc.gov/vaccine-
safety/concerns/autism/. As
important, children who do
not have shots can catch and
spread other diseases: “Herd”
immunization is never per-
fect. While Michigan has an
MMR shot rate of over 97 per-
cent, other states do better.

Until measles is eradicated
throughout the world, it could
return as a major problem.
While some countries have
mandated shots, some, includ-
ing the United States have
too many loop holes excusing
children for a host of reasons.
Australia is among countries
that offer financial incentives
to boost compliance rates.
“Parents receive nontaxable
payments of A $129 for each
child who meets immuniza-
tion requirements between
18 and 24 months of age, and
again if the child meets re-
quirements between 4 and
5 years of age.” See: cmaj.ca/
content/183/16/E1167.

Mandatory means just that.
Parents with children with
life-threatening allergic reac-
tion to the antibiotics or sim-
ilar problems should consult
with family physicians. Ex-
cuses such as religious, phil-
osophical, or political dif-
ferences or “shots are icky”
should not be valid. Peo-
ple who want to drive need
to take tests to get a license;
people who want to be pi-
lots, or own a gun have to do
the same. Children in schools,
public, charter, and private,
come in contact with other
students and school teachers
and staff.

Parents have to behave re-
sponsibly. The new school
year is nearly here. This coun-
try is falling behind in so
many ways that we must take
personally the need for cor-
rective action. Public health
should be everyone’s concern.
Please make sure the mem-
bers of your family get the
shots that can save them from
preventable diseases.

Ed Fisher is a Morning Sun
columnist.
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Measles shots
for new school
year important

Cartoonist’s take
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On Thursday, Aug. 13, we were
at Bob Evans for supper. We
were surprised and amazed
that someone paid for our
meal. We know they were not
aware that we were celebrat-
ing our 66th wedding anniver-
sary. Thank you. We will pay it
forward.

Shepherd

Eric Baerren’s column in today’s
paper, Friday, is one of the best
I have ever read and I agree with
him wholeheartedly.

Mt. Pleasant

This is in response to the per-
son who wrote in about send-
ing someone to jail over Planned
Parenthood contributions. If you
had done your homework, you
would know that Planned Parent-
hood takes in almost $400million
in private donations. They can be

spending it in any manner legally
that they wish. So as much as you
like someone to go to jail because
you don’t agree with this organi-
zation, you really should do some
homework before you start.

Mt. Pleasant

Yes, this is just to the person in St.
Louis that says that our prisoners
pay for cable TV to a general fund.
In the first place they’re in jail. They
shouldn’t have cable TV. There are
some of our veterans and elderly

that can’t afford cable TV. Secondly,
who the heck pays for the general
fund? It’s the taxpayers in Michigan.
So come on person, think about it.

Mt. Pleasant

The two representatives in Lansing
who can’t keep their hands off each
other are not resigning because
they state that they broke no laws.
These are the same people who
would deny gays their civil rights
because no man-made law is above
God’s law. I would remind them

that God’s law is, “Thou shall not
commit adultery.” As long as we
have politicians, there’ll never be a
shortage of hypocrites.

Mt. Pleasant

Our state representatives are put-
ting it up for a vote whether or not
to raise the gas tax after they were
told no we don’t want to raise our
gas tax. Well, least they forget,
we get to vote whether or not they
keep their jobs.

Clare
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Untilmeasles
is eradicated
throughout the
world, it could
return as a
major problem.
While some
countries have
mandated
shots, some,
including the
United States
have toomany
loop holes
excusing
children for
a host of
reasons.

The promisewasmade in
1934, but the state didn’t
make good on it until 1976
whenGov.WilliamMilliken
helped push through a
law guaranteeing free
college tuition to tribal
members. The law, Act 174
of 1976, says, “AMichigan
public community college
or public university or a
federal tribally controlled
community college
described in subsection
shall waive tuition for any
NorthAmerican Indianwho
qualifies for admission as
a full-time, part-time, or
summer school student,
and is a legal resident of the
state for not less than 12
consecutivemonths.”
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