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Supporting the school
district bond

Residents of Mt. Pleasant
Public Schools’ district have the
opportunity to vote on a school
district bond issue on May 3.
This is a unique opportunity
in that we have the ability to
generate $30 million in reve-
nue without raising the current
bond tax levy. This is the result
of our old debt falling off, as
well as the low current interest
rate on bonds.

The money would be used
for several needs across our
district. First of all, the roofs
need to be replaced on all of
our buildings. We have ap-
proximately 20 acres of roofs!
This is no small item and will
take time and a great amount
of money. We also will need to
replace all of the boilers and
pumps in the buildings across
the district. These provide the
heat source in our buildings
and are also very expensive. We
propose to replace floor cover-
ing in all of the buildings. In
the main hallways, we would
replace the carpet with terrazzo
which is a 100 year hard sur-
face. We would replace furni-
ture that is worn and broken.
This would include classroom
desks, tables, chairs, and cafe-
teria furniture. We would up-
grade the plumbing and ren-
ovate the restrooms. There is
also a plan to replace worn and
outdated playground equip-
ment, as well as install ADA ac-
cess for all of our outdoor ven-
ues.

Additionally, there is a need
to replace buses. We have man-
aged to replace six of the buses
over the past three years but do
not have the funds necessary to
replace the remaining 18 buses.
Each bus price is in the $90,000
range so the total for them is
around $1.6 million. There is
an ongoing need for technology
replacement. All of our class-
rooms are dependent on state-
of-the-art computers. The aver-

age life of these is five years be-
fore they become obsolete. We
could leverage the purchase of
our bonds over eight years so
that computers and buses could
be purchased as they need to
be replaced. This would ensure
that in the future we remain
state-of-the-art and would not
be facing replacement of this
equipment all at one time.

We would also be looking to
install secure entrances in each
of our buildings. This would en-
sure that visitors would have to
go through the office in order
to enter the part of the building
housing the classrooms.

The list of improvements is
extensive and this is just an ex-
ample of the types of changes
and updates that would be
made. We are also looking to
relieve some of the crowding
in our elementary buildings.
We have been growing consis-
tently for the past several years
and are outgrowing our space.
The proposal is to add a wing
at West Intermediate, which
would house the sixth grade
students and also add an auxil-
iary gymnasium. We would add
six rooms to Fancher Elemen-
tary so that we could house the
third- and fourth-graders mov-
ing from Ganiard and Vowles.
We would add classrooms on to
both Pullen and Mary McGuire
as needed. The end result would
be to have Pullen, Vowles and

Ganiard become DK-2 grade
buildings, and Fancher and Mc-
Guire become third through
fifth grade buildings, with West
Intermediate housing grades
six, seven and eight. Mt. Pleas-
ant High School would remain
grades nine through 12. We be-
lieve this configuration would
be the most educationally
sound for our students, while
giving the necessary room for
growth in the future.

As I stated in the beginning
of the article, all of this can be
accomplished without raising
our tax levy! This plan would
put our district in shape for the
next 15 years. We would be able
to operate without having to
reach into our general fund for
items that will need to be re-
placed in the very near future.

$30 million in school im-
provements without increasing
the tax levy!

A note to remember, these
bond proceeds cannot be used
for:

• Administration or staff sal-
aries and wages

• General operating expenses
and maintenance

• Classroom supplies and
textbooks

• Administration
Please consider going to the

polls to vote on Tuesday, May 3!

—Mt. Pleasant Public Schools
SuperintendentMikchael H. Pung

Letters to the Editor

ByGeorgeWill
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON>> Authoritarian-
ism, always latent in progres-
sivism, is becoming explicit.
Progressivism’s determination
to regulate thought by regulat-
ing speech is apparent in the
campaign by 20 state attor-
neys general, none Republican,
to criminalize skepticism about
the supposedly “settled” conclu-
sions of climate science.

Four core tenets of progres-
sivism are: First, history has
a destination. Second, pro-
gressives uniquely discern it.
(Barack Obama frequently de-
clares things to be on or op-
posed to “the right side of his-
tory.”) Third, politics should
be democratic but peripheral
to governance, which is the re-
sponsibility of experts scientifi-
cally administering the regula-
tory state. Fourth, enlightened
progressives should enforce
limits on speech (witness IRS
suppression of conservative ad-
vocacy groups) in order to pre-
vent thinking unhelpful to his-
tory’s progressive unfolding.

Progressivism is already en-
forced on campuses by restric-
tions on speech that might
produce what progressives
consider retrograde intellec-
tual diversity. Now, from the
so-called party of science, aka
Democrats, comes a campaign
to criminalize debate about
science.

“The debate is settled,” says
Obama. “Climate change is a
fact.” Indeed. The epithet “cli-
mate change deniers,” obvi-
ously coined to stigmatize
skeptics as akin to Holocaust
deniers, is designed to obscure
something obvious: Of course
the climate is changing; it
never is not changing -- nei-
ther before nor after the Medi-
eval Warm Period (end of the
9th century to the 13th) and
the Little Ice Age (1640s to
1690s), neither of which was
caused by fossil fuels.

Today, debatable questions
include: To what extent is hu-
man activity contributing to
climate change? Are climate
change models, many of which
have generated projections re-
futed by events, suddenly reli-
able enough to predict the tra-
jectory of change? Is change
necessarily ominous because
today’s climate is necessar-
ily optimum? Are the costs, in
money expended and freedom
curtailed, of combating climate
change less than the cost of
adapting to it?

But these questions may not
forever be debatable. The initial
target of Democratic “scientific”
silencers is ExxonMobil, which
they hope to demonstrate mis-
led investors and the public
about climate change. There is,
however, no limiting principle
to restrain unprincipled people
from punishing research enti-
ties, advocacy groups and indi-
viduals.

But it is difficult to establish
what constitutes culpable “mis-
leading” about climate science,
of which a 2001 National Acad-

emy of Sciences report says:
“Because there is considerable
uncertainty in current under-
standing of how the climate
system varies naturally and re-
acts to emissions of greenhouse
gases and aerosols, current es-
timates of the magnitude of fu-
ture warming should be re-
garded as tentative and subject
to future adjustments (either
upward or downward).” Did Al
Gore “mislead” when he said
seven years ago that computer
modeling projected the Arctic
to be ice-free during the sum-
mer in as few as five years?

A 21st attorney general, of
the Virgin Islands (where Exx-
onMobil has no business op-
erations or assets), accuses the
company with criminal mis-
representation regarding cli-
mate change. This, even though
before the U.S. government in
2009 first issued an endanger-
ment finding regarding green-
house gases, ExxonMobil fa-
vored a carbon tax to mitigate
climate consequences of those
gases. This grandstanding at-
torney general’s contribution to
today’s gangster government
is the use of law enforcement
tools to pursue political goals --
wielding prosecutorial weapons
to chill debate, including sub-
poenaing private donor infor-
mation from the Competitive
Enterprise Institute, a Wash-
ington think tank.

The party of science, busy
protecting science from scru-
tiny, has forgotten Karl Pop-
per (1902-1994), the philosopher
whose “The Open Society and
Its Enemies” warned against
people incapable of distinguish-
ing between certainty and cer-
titude. In his essay “Science as
Falsification,” Popper explains
why “the criterion of a scientific
status of a theory is its falsifi-
ability, or refutability, or test-
ability.” America’s party of sci-
ence seems eager to insulate its
scientific theories from the pos-
sibility of refutation.

The leader of the attorneys
general, New York’s Eric Schnei-
derman, dismisses those who
disagree with him as “mor-
ally vacant.” His moral content
is apparent in his campaign to
ban fantasy sports gambling
because it competes with the
gambling (state lottery, casinos,
off-track betting) that enriches
his government.

Then there is Sen. Sheldon
Whitehouse, D-R.I., who sug-
gests using the Racketeer In-
fluenced and Corrupt Organi-
zations Act, written to fight or-
ganized crime, to criminalize
what he calls the fossil fuel in-
dustry’s “climate denial ap-
paratus.” The Justice Depart-
ment, which has abetted the
IRS cover-up of its criminal ac-
tivity, has referred this idea to
the FBI.

These garden-variety author-
itarians are eager to regulate us
into conformity with the “set-
tled” consensus du jour, what-
ever it is. But they are progres-
sives, so it is for our own good.

George Will’s email address is
georgewill@washpost.com.

OTHERVIEWS

The ‘settled’ consensus du jour
Cartoonist’s take

Source of E. coli in Pine River
has to be determined

Summer isn’t even here, and
already there are concerns
about the Pine River in Gratiot
County.

In March, Gary Rayburn,
a board chair for the Healthy
Pine River organization, noticed
globs of a green and brown sub-
stance floating down the Pine
River.

Rayburn and his wife Susan
Hunter documented the pollu-
tion seven different times over
the last month, making video
recordings of the mass of algae
as it moved through the water.

Upstream, near where the
Honeyoye Creek empties into
the Pine, Jane Keon, a director-
at-large for the HPR group, also
noticed a “nice big patch” of the

brown and green growth from
her home; she recognized it as
brown algae from past experi-
ence and reached out to Ray-
burn.

A sample of algae was tested
at Alma College, and Murray
Borrello, who is the director
and chair of the Program of En-
vironmental Studies, told the
Morning Sun for a story this
week that while a source isn’t
determined, there are some pos-
sibilities.

The sample showed levels of
nitrogen, ammonia and phos-
phorus commonly found in fer-
tilizers and animal waste, but
the amount found in the test is
ahead of a typical spring sched-
ule, Borrello said.

“The levels of both the am-
monia and phosphorus were at

concentrations where we nor-
mally find them several weeks
from now – when application
of manures is widespread on
fields,” he said.

Further testing showed “ex-
cessive amounts” of E. coli and
coliform bacteria and, while
none of the results are conclu-
sive of a specific cause, they
are more like what the college
would find during a normal
summer sampling in the Pine
River. It is easy to understand
why residents are concerned.

Last year, the health depart-
ment had to post warning signs
alerting residents to high levels
of E. coli and other bacteria in
the river.

This issue does not impact
the city’s drinking water supply,
but it could, in theory, be a risk

factor for someone who came in
contact with the river, such as if
they were fishing or tubing.

The city is partnering with
Borrello and the college to de-
termine once and for all if the
cause of the problem is human
or animal waste, after years of
testing and questions.

Borrello said he will expand
the analysis.

We believe two things are
crucial: Ultimately the source of
the E. coli has to be determined.
Once that is known, the proper
authorities have to take steps to
address the issue.

It is hard to say exactly what
those steps should be without
knowing what the source is and
how extensive it is.

The second thing that has to
happen is the community needs

to be kept informed.
That will be especially true

as the weather warms up and
more people are near the river.
If signs need to be posted, that
has to be done in a timely man-
ner.

Gratiot County is fortunate to
have a group of concerned resi-
dents who have learned to take
environmental issues seriously.
It also is fortunate to have Alma
College as a resource to help
with testing and education.

Any issue with the river is an
important issue for the com-
munity, and the water crisis in
Flint has made everyone aware
of how quickly something can
get out of hand.

For now, testing and monitor-
ing seem to be the best response
to the situation.

Our view

Source of E. coli in Pine River has to be determined

This is a unique opportunity in thatwe
have the ability to generate $30million
in revenuewithout raising the current
bond tax levy. This is the result of our old
debt falling off, aswell as the low current
interest rate on bonds. Themoneywould
be used for several needs across our
district. First of all, the roofs need to be
replaced on all of our buildings.We have
approximately 20 acres of roofs! This is
no small itemandwill take time and a
great amount ofmoney.
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