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BY ELISABETH WALDON
Daily News news editor

STANTON — If your New Year’s 
resolutions included attending more 
Montcalm County Board of 
Commissioner meetings — but you 
work a day job — you’re in luck.

Commissioners voted 8-1 during 
Tuesday’s annual organizational 
meeting to start meeting at 6 p.m. 
each month for full board meetings, 
instead of the usual 1:30 p.m. meet-
ing time. All full board meetings take 
place the fourth Monday of each 
month, with the exception of 
December, which will take place the 
third Monday due to Christmas.

Commissioner committee meet-
ings will continue to meet on second 
Mondays in the morning. All meet-
ings take place on the third floor of 
the Montcalm County Administrative 
Building (old courthouse) in Stanton.

Commissioner Ron Baker of 
Howard City cast the lone opposing 
vote against changing the meeting 
time from afternoon to evening.

“I think half and half would make 
more sense,” he said. “I would sup-
port 1:30 half the time and 6 half the 
time. That might confuse some peo-
ple, but maybe we could alternate on 
odd and even months. I would like to 
see some meetings available during 
the day so people who work here or 
people who want to visit … we’ve 
been down this road before and we 
had fewer people at night than we did 
during the day.”

“We had no people at night,” 
agreed Commissioner Patrick Q. 
Carr of Lakeview.

“I think we’re going to confuse so 
many people by saying it’s this time 
this month and another time another 
month,” observed Commissioner 
Ron Retzloff of Crystal Township. 
“We should do all one time or the 
other.”

The motion to move full board 
meetings from 1:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
was approved 8-1.

“I really appreciate the time 
change,” said Commissioner Betty 
Kellenberger of Carson City. “I think 
as a public body we need to meet so 
people can come, which is really dif-
ficult when we meet at 1:30. I do 
think it’s a good move.”

Also during Tuesday’s organiza-
tional meeting, commissioners unan-
imously re-elected Carr as chairman 
and Retzloff as vice chairman for the 
next two years; adopted bylaws and 
rules of procedure; and approved 
appointments to the county’s five 
main committees as follows:

• Collective Bargaining 
Committee: Retzloff as chairman, 
Tom Lindeman as vice chairman, 
Carr and Ron Braman as members, 
John Johansen and Kellenberger as 
two alternates. This committee meets 
with bargaining units of county 
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WEATHER
Today:  

Blustery, snow 
accumulation 
up to 1 inch, 
high 15 to 20

Tonight:  
Mostly cloudy, 

40 percent 
chance of snow, 

low near 10, 
west winds with 

gusts around 
30 mph

Thursday:  
Snow likely up 

to 2 inches, high 
near 15, west 

winds with 
gusts around 

25 mph

Central 
Montcalm girls 

brush off 
holiday 

sluggishness 
to beat Morley-

Stanwood,
Page 6

SPORTS

NIGHT MOVES
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Patrick Q. Carr of Lakeview, at right, was unanimously re-elected chairman of the Montcalm County Board of 
Commissioners by his colleagues during Tuesday morning’s organizational meeting. Also pictured is Montcalm 
County Controller-Administrator Robert Clingenpeel, at left.

Montcalm County board switches to 
night meetings to encourage attendance

At left, Patrick Q. Carr of Lakeview, seated, visits with Commissioner Ron Retzloff of Crystal Township, Robert 
Clingenpeel and Commissioner John Johansen of Montcalm Township after Tuesday morning’s organizational 
meeting. At right, new Montcalm County Sheriff Mike Williams hands out his business cards to members of 
the Montcalm County Board of Commissioners.

Trump’s latest U.S. corporate Twitter target: General Motors
BY TOM KRISHER
AP Auto Writer

DETROIT — In another tweet 
targeting a U.S. company, President-
elect Donald Trump is threatening to 
slap a tax on General Motors for 
importing compact cars to the U.S. 
from Mexico.

But GM makes the vast majority of 
compact Chevrolet Cruzes at a 
sprawling complex in Lordstown, 
Ohio, east of Cleveland.

Trump tweeted early Tuesday that 
GM is sending Mexican-made Cruzes 
to the U.S. tax-free. He told GM to 
make the cars in the U.S. “or pay big 

border tax!”
GM imports only hatchback ver-

sions of the Cruze from a factory in 
Ramos Arizpe, Mexico, and it sold 
only about 4,500 of them in the U.S. 
last year, spokesman Patrick 
Morrissey said. The company sold 
about 172,000 Cruzes through 
November. The hatchback, which 
went on sale in the U.S. in the fall, is 
built in Mexico for global distribu-
tion, Morrissey said.

GM shares fell by about 1 percent 
in premarket trading immediately 
after the tweet, but bounced into 
positive territory after the market 
opened Tuesday.

Cruze hatchback production 
amounts to less than a day of output 
at the Lordstown plant, said Glenn 
Johnson, president of a United Auto 
Workers union local at the factory. 
The union, he said, is not protesting 
the move to build the hatch in 
Mexico.

“It makes for news, that’s all,” 
Johnson said of Trump’s tweet. The 
Lordstown factory, he said, is not 
equipped to build the hatch.

GM did import some Cruze sedans 
from Mexico last year to meet 
demand as it was rolling out a new 
version of the compact car, Morrissey 
said, but that has stopped and all 

sedans sold in the U.S. are now made 
in Ohio, he said.

The tweet was the latest threat 
from Trump to tax companies that 
move production to Mexico and ship 
products back to the U.S. under the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement. Last year Trump went 
after Ford for plans to shift produc-
tion of the compact Focus to Mexico. 
Jobs at the Detroit-area factory that 
now makes Focuses would be pre-
served because the plant is to get a 
new small pickup truck and SUV. 
Ford’s CEO says the company will 

Congress 
ushers in 
new era of 
GOP rule

BY DONNA CASSATA
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Congress ush-
ers in a new era of all-Republican 
rule.

On Tuesday at noon, with plenty 
of pomp and pageantry, members of 
the 115th Congress will be sworn in, 
with an emboldened GOP intent on 
unraveling eight years of President 
Barack Obama’s Democratic agenda 
and targeting massive legacy pro-
grams from Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and Lyndon B. Johnson such as Social 
Security and Medicare.

In the election, Republicans kept 
their tight grip on the House and 
outmaneuvered the Democrats for a 
slim majority in the Senate. In less 
than three weeks, on the West Front 
of the Capitol, Chief Justice John 
Roberts will administer the presiden-
tial oath to Donald Trump, the GOP’s 
newfound ally.

First up for Republicans is repeal 
and delay of the health care law, 
expediting the process for scrapping 
Obama’s major overhaul but holding 
off on some changes for up to four 
years. The tax code is in the cross-
hairs. Conservatives want to scuttle 
rules on the environment and undo 
financial regulations created in the 
aftermath of the 2008 economic 
meltdown, arguing they are too oner-
ous for businesses to thrive.

The only obstacle to the far-reach-
ing conservative agenda will be 
Senate Democrats who hold the 
power to filibuster legislation, but 
even that has its political limitations. 
Twenty-three Democrats are up for 
re-election in 2018, including 10 
from states Trump won, and they 
could break ranks and side with the 
GOP.

Here are a few things to know 
about Congress:

BY THE NUMBERS
Vice President Joe Biden, in one of 

his final official acts, will administer 
the oath to 27 returning senators and 
seven new ones. Republicans will 
have a 52-48 advantage in the Senate, 
which remains predominantly a bas-
tion of white men.

There will be 21 women, of whom 
16 are Democrats and five, 
Republicans; three African 
Americans, including California’s 
new Democratic senator Kamala 
Harris, and four Hispanics, including 
Nevada’s new Democratic senator 
Catherine Cortez Masto.

Across the Capitol, the House is 
expected to re-elect Rep. Paul Ryan as 
Speaker, with all the campaign-sea-
son recriminations involving the 
Wisconsin Republican and Trump 
largely erased by GOP wins. Once 
sworn in, Ryan will then administer 
the oath to the House members.

The GOP will hold a hefty 241-194 
majority in the House, including 52 
freshmen — 27 Republicans, includ-
ing Wyoming’s Liz Cheney, daughter 
of former Vice President Dick 
Cheney, and 25 Democrats.

CONFIRMING THE CABINET
The Senate will exercise its advice 

and consent role and consider nomi-
nations of 15 department secretaries 
and six people tapped by Trump to 
lead agencies or serve in roles with 
Cabinet-level status, such as the EPA 
and U.N. ambassador.

Democrats won’t make it easy.
Several in the party have been 

highly critical of several of Trump’s 
choices, from Rick Perry, who forgot 
during the 2012 presidential cam-
paign that the Energy Department 
was the one he wanted to eliminate, 
to Treasury pick Steve Mnuchin, the 
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Commissioner Betty Kellenberger of Carson City, seated at left, and 
Commissioner Jeremy Miller of Greenville, seated at right as the newest 
member of the Montcalm County Board of Commissioners, visits with 
newly elected Montcalm County Sheriff Mike Williams and Register of 
Deeds Lori Wilson after Tuesday morning’s organizational meeting.
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