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BY EMILEE NIELSEN
Daily News staff writer

BELDING — Belding’s longtime 
mascot is about to become a piece of 
history.

After months of conversation at 
school board meetings and special 
community forums, the Belding Area 
Schools board voted unanimously to 
change the mascot from the Redskins 
and to do away with any Native 
American associated imagery on 
Monday evening. 

Superintendent Brent Noskey said 
he understands there are those in the 
community who are “diehard 
Redskins” and that “they were never 

meaning to be offensive with that 
mascot.” 

“As other things in our history of 
this country have changed, so too has 
how a mascot of Redskins might be 
looked at,” Noskey said. “Because of 
that, the distraction surrounding 
that, I congratulate the board for 
making this decision. Whether you’re 
a Redskins fan or not, I hope that you 
will stay wholeheartedly with this 
community.” 

Noskey went on to say that the 
community isn’t proud “because 
we’re the Redskins.” 

“We’re proud of the relationships 
we built while we were the Redskins,” 

he emphasized. 
Noskey related a story regarding 

Lowell Public Schools and how they 
were once called the Lowell Red 
Devils. He said when the district was 
asked to move away from that mas-
cot, the district didn’t hesitate. He 
said the district and community are 
proud to be the Red Arrows today. 

“I know moving forward this com-
munity will support and be proud of 
whatever we call ourselves,” he said. 
“I know this town will move forward 
and we will continue to be a strong 
district as we move forward.” 
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WEATHER
Today:

Cloudy, chance 
of light snow, 

high in the 
lower 30s

Tonight:  
Mostly cloudy, 

50 percent 
chance of light 

snow, low in the 
upper 20s

Thursday:  
Mostly cloudy 
until midday, 
then mostly 

sunny, chance of 
light snow, high 
in the mid 30s

Greenville and 
Lakeview 

coaches both 
pleased with 

basketball 
game,
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SPORTS ‘WE DID  
WHAT’S RIGHT’

Daily News/Emilee Nielsen 

Belding Area Schools Superintendent Brent Noskey tells the Board of Education and members of the audience 
that he hopes to continue the support the community has given Belding schools and the desire to grow stron-
ger and keep improving together during Monday evening’s board meeting.

Belding’s Board of Education  
votes to change its mascot

From left, Belding Area Schools Executive Administrative Assistant Val 
Clementz and board members Cori Anderson, Terry Boni and Shannon 
Hummel listen as Superintendent Brent Noskey gives comments on the 
board’s decision to change the district’s mascot and imagery during 
Monday evening’s meeting. Ar right, Belding Area Schools have been in 
limbo for several years after choosing to move away from the Redskins 
logo on buildings and uniforms. After a unanimous vote Monday, the 
Belding Board of Education declared the district will change the Redskins 
mascot and move away from the Native American imagery.

BY ELISABETH WALDON
Daily News news editor

STANTON — Deciphering 
Montcalm County’s pecuniary puz-
zle is taking longer than expected.

During Monday’s Montcalm 
County Board of Commissioners 
meeting, John Axe, an attorney with 
Clark Hill in Detroit, reported on the 
slow progress.

Last August, the county voted to 
contract with three firms — Clark 
Hill, Rehmann Robson and MFCI 
— for legal and accounting services 
to investigate the county’s financial 
situation after a study revealed that 
county expenses had overshot reve-
nues by an average of $1.5 million 
per year since 2008. The county has 
been billed $76,569 by the three firms 
as of late November and that sum 
will almost certainly exceed $100,000.

On Monday, Axe referred to 
memos from Clark Hill, Rehmann 
Robson and MFCI to county com-

missioners. Those memos were not 
provided to The Daily News, so The 
Daily News requested the memos via 
the Freedom Of Information Act 
(FOIA). The request is pending.

“The progress on getting this mess 
cleaned up is not as quick as we had 
hoped,” Axe told commissioners. 
“Rehmann has had employees here 
all fall and they’re continuing to work 
with your accounting department 
and with (Montcalm County 
Controller-Administrator) Bob 
(Clingenpeel) and with (Montcalm 
County Treasurer) JoAnne (Vukin) 
to see what can be done so that we 
can get a good number for opening 
the fiscal year we’re sitting in. What 
they have discovered is that a year 
earlier, we don’t have a good number. 
You have an audit for the year before, 
but unfortunately, the numbers are 
not adding up. We’re very disap-
pointed it’s taking this long. I’m sure 

‘The numbers are not adding up’ 
Firms are still investigating Montcalm County’s financial ‘mess’

Daily News/Elisabeth Waldon

John Axe, an attorney with Clark Hill in Detroit, reports on the slow 
progress of a Montcalm County financial investigation. Axe is pictured 
next to Montcalm County Treasurer JoAnne Vukin during Monday’s 
Montcalm County Board of Commissioners meeting.SEE NUMBERS, PAGE 2

CM OKs 
1st phase 
of bond 
project
■ Construction could  
start as early as February

BY LORI HANSEN
Daily News correspondent

STANTON — Central Montcalm 
Public School is one step closer to the 
final design for the first phase of a dis-
trict bond project.

In a 6-0 vote Monday, with Trustee 
Brandy Ryan absent, the Board of 
Education approved a four-phase bid-
ding schedule with initial steps begin-
ning as soon as February.

“We’d really like to get as many local 
contractors and businesses as possible,” 
said Chad Nienhaus with Granger 
Construction Co. in Lansing. “You are 
in a unique spot close enough to Grand 
Rapids, Lansing, Mount Pleasant, and 
also have many potential local bidders 
as well.”

“Looking at the size of some of these 
projects, I think a company from Grand 
Rapids isn’t going to want to bother 
come here, but a local business would 
be interested,” Board President Bill 
Simpson said.

In all, nearly 20 bid packages have 
been designed. Package No. 1 is a gen-
eral trades package including repairs to 
the bus garage, storage building and 
locker rooms. Package No. 2 is mechan-
ical and electrical and site work. Package 
No. 3 includes the construction of the 
new high school/middle school office 
and installation of a new north drive. 
Package No. 4 includes upgrades to the 
Upper Elementary School and the 
Lower Elementary School buildings.

The tentative schedule is for package 
No. 1 to start Feb. 2 and finish May 1, 
package No. 2 would start May 1 and 
finish July 21, package No. 3 would start 
in May 2017 and finish Sept. 1 and 
package No. 4 would start June 5 and 
finish Sept. 1.

“Are any of our local bidders able to 
bid on No. 3 and No. 4, a project that 
size?” Trustee Mark Grossbauer asked.

“We have purposely broken them 
down into smaller projects,” said Steve 
Hoekzema of Grand Rapids architec-
tural and engineering firm Tower 
Pinkster. “Package No. 4 is 10 smaller 
bid projects.”

A bidders fair will be conducted at 7 
p.m. Jan. 18 at the Middle School cafe-
teria for any contractors interested on 
bidding on any aspect of the project.

Correspondent Lori Hansen is  
a Greenville-area resident.

IN OTHER MATTERS …

The Central Montcalm Board of 
Education:

• conducted two closed session 
discipline hearings involving male 
high school students who possessed 
of an illegal substance, both were 
expelled for the remainder of the 
school year;

• approved a request from Roger 
Hinton for an unpaid leave, beginning 
Jan. 1 through May 1, 2017;

• approved a request of Elizabeth 
Adams for medical leave, beginning 
Feb. 2;

• accepted the resignation of Fred 
Peacock from his assistant coach posi-
tion, effective immediately.

SEE MASCOT, PAGE 2
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Noskey recognized that people will be 
upset about the mascot change, but he point-
ed out that many people who might express 
discontent weren’t present at any of the sev-
eral community forums the board recently 
held. 

“We asked them over and over to please 
show up, please give your feedback,” he said. 
“Unfortunately, with who came and the 
information and the education that was 
shared, the board really had no choice but to 
vote the way they did.” 

The next steps for making a change are 
undecided at this point, but Noskey assured 
the audience it will be a decision made by 
community members and students. He said 
the board and the district haven’t had discus-
sions about what the next steps would be in 
changing the mascot because they “didn’t 
want to jump the gun” on the decision. 

“There’s not a lot to do. We’ve already kind 
of adopted the Old English B currently,” he 
said. “We will have a lot of decisions to make 
in terms of how we transition to a new mas-
cot.” 

Board Member Doug Lamborne said he 
hopes this decision will be a unifying thing 
for the community. 

“Sometimes we get real carried away about 
being politically correct,” he said. “… I’m 
about doing what’s right. We did what’s 
right.” 

Dr. Chuck Barker Jr. said at the beginning 
of the meeting he wanted to thank the board 
for “doing due diligence” and reaching out to 
the community on this issue. 

“This board did a nice job of making sure 
both sides were able to be heard,” he said.

Barker is the husband of Carmin Barker, 
who originally started the mascot conversa-
tion with the board and the community last 
March when she had shirts made with the 
Belding Redskins name and Native American 
imagery on them, and was asked not to wear 
them. At that time, she said she’d like to see 
the board bring back the Redskins and begin 
putting the logo on things in the district 
again. 

Over the past nine months, Barker did 
research and had conversations with Native 
Americans and community members. She set 
out to give her children an identity and hope-
fully save the mascot. But after her research, 
she decided she would like to see a new mas-

cot and to unite the community around that 
new mascot. 

“I’m relieved (the board has made a deci-
sion),” she said. “I’m excited to hear what the 
students have to say.” 

She said she has four students in Belding 
middle and high school and that they don’t 
want to see the mascot change. Her son, who 
is in college at Western Michigan as a fresh-
man, doesn’t care as much about the issue as 
he did when he was still attending Belding 
schools. 

Melanie Fish, a Belding resident, said she’s 
elated about the board’s decision. 

“I’m very excited. I hope moving forward 
that they listen to the students. I know they 
have a lot of neat ideas,” she said. “We expect 
it will be a process. We don’t expect it to 
change overnight.” 

Fish said the Redskins mascot was some-
thing not just Native Americans found offen-
sive, but people from other cultures as well. 

“We all live in our bubble. I’m really excit-
ed that the community chose to educate. I’m 
really excited about Mr. Noskey and the way 
the board handled this,” she said. “I really 
appreciate Mr. Noskey’s leadership on this.” 

enielsen@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8289 
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FUNERAL NOTICES

you’re worse than disap-
pointed and I’m sure the 
public is too. We appreciate 
your patience and the pub-
lic’s patience, but it’s not 
been an easy situation.

“We’re going to continue 
to work here until we’ve got 
this thing settled,” Axe said. 
“You’ve got our commitment 
on that.”

Following Axe’s report, 
commissioners unanimously 
approved adopting a resolu-
tion to transfer $1.3 million 

from the delinquent tax 
revolving fund to the general 
fund. The $1.3 million will 
come from a $2.5 million 
bond that commissioners 
approved in October to help 
with the county’s financial 
situation.

“We are actually going to 
have the (bond) note sale 
tomorrow (Tuesday),” Axe 
told commissioners, “Once 
it’s sold, the notes will be 
delivered in January.”

ewaldon@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8276

TODAY
John K. Snyder — 7 p.m., 

Ferris Church of Christ, 
Vestaburg. (Brigham Funeral 
Chapel, Lakeview) 

THURSDAY 
Carol Ann Ancel (Roberts) 

— 11 a.m, Faith United 
Methodist Church, Edmore. 
(Clark Funeral Home, Mount 
Pleasant)

Richard A. “Bubba” Croad 
II — 11 a.m., Marshall 
Funeral Home, Greenville.

Nita Mae Garvin — 11 
a.m., Ashley Baptist Church, 
Belding. (Simpson Family 
Funeral Home, Sheridan)

Vernon “Mike”Preston — 
1 p.m., First Church of God, 
Edmore. (Brigham Funeral 
Chapel, Edmore)

JAN. 6
Sherry A. Kirkendall — 4 

p.m., Shiloh Community 
Church, Orleans. (Johnson-
Feuerstein Funeral Home, 
Belding)

RICHARD A. “BUBBA” 
CROAD, II, 31

GREENVILLE – Richard 
A. “Bubba” Croad, II, of 
Delton, formerly of 
Greenville, died Dec. 13. 
Memorial services will be 11 
a.m. Thursday at Marshall 
Fu n e r a l  Ho m e , 
Greenville. Burial will take 
place in the spring. 
Arrangements are by 
Marshall Funeral Home, 
Greenville, www.marshallfu-

neralhomeinc.com.

SHERRY A. KIRKENDALL, 64
BELDING — Sherry A. 

Kirkendall, 64, of Belding, 
died Sunday. Memorial ser-
vices will be Friday 4 p.m. 
Jan. 6, 2017, at Shiloh 
Community Church, Shiloh. 
Visitation will be one hour 
before the service at church. 
Johnson-Feuerstein Funeral 
Home, Belding, has been 
entrusted with arrangements, 
www.jffh.com.

VERNON “MIKE” 
PRESTON, 92

EDMORE — Vernon 
“Mike” Preston, 92, died 
unexpectedly Monday. A cel-
ebration of life memorial ser-
vice will be 1 p.m. Thursday 
at First Church of God, 
Edmore. Brigham Funeral 
Chapel, Edmore, has been 
entrusted with arrangements, 
www.brighamfuneralchapel.
com. 

AGNES “TOOTIE” 
SCHNICK, 91

LAKEVIEW — Agnes 
“Tootie” Schnick, died Dec. 6. 
Funeral services will be 
announced at a later date. 
Services entrusted to 
Brtigham Funeral Chapel, 
Lakeview, www.brighamfu-
neralchapel.com.

Obituaries on Page 5

Kuwait moves party 
to Trump’s hotel

WASHINGTON — One of 
the Middle East’s richest 
nations said Tuesday it would 
host its annual Washington 
party at Donald Trump’s new 
hotel, underscoring the presi-
dent-elect’s unusual status as 
the owner of a major venue for 
events in the U.S. capital.

Salem Al Sabah, Kuwait’s 
ambassador to the U.S., said 
the party would take place Feb. 
25, adding that he hopes 
guests like the “new hotel in 
town.” He said no one pressed 
him to move the Kuwaiti 
National Day event from its 
regular venue at the Four 
Seasons. Although Kuwait did 
not have a contract with the 
Four Seasons for the party, the 
date had been set aside for it 
to possibly take place there.

“I do not know President-
elect Trump,” the ambassador 
told The Associated Press in a 
telephone interview. “I do not 
know any of his people. None 
of his people have contacted 
me.” He added: “I thought 
would be exciting for our 
guests to see a new venue. It 
looks great. It looks cool. So 
let’s do it.”

Al Sabah noted that last 
year’s reception occurred at 
the Newseum, a museum pro-
moting the media.

Nevertheless, the move to 
Trump’s $200-million renova-
tion of the Old Post Office 
Pavilion could reinforce ques-
tions raised about the incom-
ing president’s possible con-
flicts of interest. House 
Democrats already have 
warned that they’ll make the 
splashy hotel a headache for 
Trump if he doesn’t dump his 
ownership stake before taking 
office Jan. 20. Trump has a six-
decade lease on the property.

FBI sought evidence 
in Clinton emails

NEW YORK — The FBI was 
trying to get a look at thou-
sands of Hillary Clinton’s 
emails on disgraced former 
congressman Anthony Weiner’s 
computer partly to see if any-
one had hacked in to steal 
classified information, accord-
ing to court documents 
unsealed Tuesday.

Investigating possible hack-
ing appeared to be a second-
ary rationale for the email 
search, which FBI Director 
James Comey launched in the 
waning days of the presidential 
election.

When the FBI asked a mag-
istrate judge in New York to 
issue a search warrant for 
Weiner’s computer on Oct. 30, 
an agent spent pages describ-
ing concerns it might contain 
evidence Clinton had mishan-
dled classified information.

The warrant application, 
made public Tuesday, was filed 
two days after Comey informed 
Congress investigators had dis-
covered email correspondence 
that could be pertinent to his 
recently closed probe of 
Clinton’s use of a private email 
server while she was secretary 
of state.

In the document, the agent 
wrote that thousands of emails 
between Clinton and top aide 
Huma Abedin had been discov-
ered on a laptop used by 
Weiner, Abedin’s estranged 
husband.

At the time, investigators 
had yet to look at the content 
of those emails, but based on 
previous work in the case the 
agent wrote they had reason 
to suspect they might contain 
classified material, possibly 
including top-secret informa-
tion that could cause “grave 
damage to national security” if 
disclosed.

Uncertainty on eve 
of ‘bathroom bill’

RALEIGH, N.C. — 
Legislators who passed the 
North Carolina law known as 
the “bathroom bill” nine 
months ago head back to the 
capital on Wednesday to con-
sider repealing it. But there’s 
uncertainty over exactly what 
lawmakers will do, in part 
because this Republican-
controlled legislature has 
shown a willingness to go its 
own way, despite intense out-
side pressure to scrap the law.

Over the past year, there 
has been bitter fighting 
between Democrats and 
Republicans. Just last week, 
Republican leaders convened a 
surprise legislative session and 
passed two laws designed to 
bring Democratic Gov.-elect 
Roy Cooper’s powers in check 
when he becomes governor 
Jan. 1.

Cooper blasted outgoing 
Republican Gov. Pat McCrory 
over the law known as House 
Bill 2 during the governor’s 
race, and the fallout over the 
law — job losses, canceled 
concerts and sporting events 
— contributed to McCrory’s 
narrow defeat. The wide-rang-
ing law is best known for 
requiring transgender people 
to use restrooms corresponding 
to the sex on their birth certifi-
cate in many public buildings.

NUMBERS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MASCOT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Belding Board of Education declared Monday the district will change the Redskins 
mascot and move away from the Native American imagery.

Carmin Barker and her daughter, Lauren, a 
freshman at Belding High School, at a 
Board of Education meeting wearing the 
shirts Barker designed for her sons to wear 
to a wrestling meet in March.

By The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — 
Volkswagen reached a deal that 
will give at least some owners 
of the remaining 80,000 diesel 
vehicles caught in the compa-
ny’s emissions cheating scandal 
the option of a buyback and 
provide compensation to all of 
them on top of any repurchase 
or repairs, U.S. regulators and a 
federal judge said Tuesday.

The $1 billion settlement 
with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency will give 
owners of 20,000 3-liter diesel 
cars the choice of a buyback. 
The figure does not include 
additional payments to own-
ers.

Volkswagen believes it can 
bring the other 60,000 vehicles 
into compliance with pollution 
regulations and will not offer a 
buyback if that’s the case, U.S. 
District Judge Charles Breyer 
said in San Francisco.

The deal includes $225 mil-
lion the German automaker 
will contribute to an environ-
mental fund to offset the cars’ 
excess pollution, Cynthia Giles 
of the EPA said in a conference 
call with reporters.

Additional compensation 
for car owners will be substan-
tial, according to the judge, but 
he did not provide a figure and 
said the sides still had more 
work to do.

“I am optimistic the parties 
will resolve the remaining 
issues,” Breyer said, without 
elaborating on what was left to 
be done.

The settlement was a major 
step toward rectifying lawsuits 
stemming from the global 
scandal that erupted last year, 
damaging Volkswagen’s repu-
tation and hurting its sales. The 

company previously reached a 
nearly $15 billion deal for 
475,000 2-liter diesel cars also 
programmed to cheat on emis-
sions tests.

Hinrich J. Woebcken, presi-
dent and CEO of Volkswagen 
Group of America Inc., said the 
agreement announced Tuesday 
was part of Volkswagen’s 
“efforts to make things right” 
for its customers.

“We are committed to earn-
ing back the trust of all our 
stakeholders and thank our 
customers and dealers in the 
United States for their patience 
as the process moves forward,” 
he said in a statement.

The deal protects the envi-
ronment “by removing the cars 
from road and by offsetting 
harmful emissions that result-
ed from their cheating,” said 
Giles with the EPA.

It requires the company to 
buy back or terminate leases on 
2009-2012 Volkswagen 
Touareg and Audi Q7 diesels. 
The EPA says it’s unlikely those 
can be fixed to meet clean-air 
standards.

For newer 3-liter vehicles — 
such as the 2013-2016 
Volkswagen Touareg, 2013-
2015 Audi Q7, 2013-2016 
Porsche Cayenne, and 2014-
2016 Audi A6 quattro, A7 quat-
tro, A8, A8L and Q5 — a fix is 
possible, so buybacks won’t be 
offered.

Giles said the fix should be 
submitted soon.

The new settlement appears 
to mirror the terms for the cars 
with smaller engines. The pre-
vious deal gives 2-liter owners 
the option to have the auto-
maker buy back their vehicle or 
pay for repairs. Volkswagen 
also will pay those owners 
$5,100 to $10,000 each.

By The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Forget order-
ing online weeks in advance or 
dashing out to the drug store 
for a gift card on Christmas 
Eve. 

Procrastinating holiday 
shoppers are finding a haven 
online as retailers ramp up 
expedited shipping and same-
day delivery services.

Far from discouraging last-
minute online shoppers, retail-
ers are actually courting them. 
Amazon is offering a 
“Procrastinator’s Delight” spe-
cial. Clothing retailer Madewell 
proclaims on its website that 
“procrastinators get the best 
deals” — 25 percent off every-
thing, with orders as late as 
noon Thursday for holiday 
deliveries.

It’s a far cry from 2013, when 
Amazon and package deliver-
ers misjudged demand and 
delivered some holiday pack-
ages after Christmas. Since 
then, the Seattle company has 
added warehouses to be closer 
to customers. It has also leased 
jets and trucks to get packages 
delivered on time — even last-
minute orders. Package carriers 
such as FedEx and UPS have 
also increased staffing and 
hired outside contractors for 
the holiday season.

“So many people are shop-
ping online because it’s easier,” 
said Sucharita Mulpuru, chief 
retail strategist for the ShopTalk 
retail conference. “They’re 
waiting for last minute because 
nobody is encouraging them to 
shop earlier.”

TRUST IN RELIABILITY
If you’re an online shopper 

in the days leading up to 
Christmas and Hanukkah, be 
ready to forgo free shipping 
and shell out for expedited ser-
vice. Look for sites that offer 
detailed shipping information. 

And check where the package 
is coming from — if it’s ship-
ping from China or the U.K., 
you won’t get it in time.

But the extra cost and vigi-
lance is worth it to those seek-
ing to avoid the hassles of jam-
packed stores, crowded parking 
lots and frenzied crowds.

Laura Curtis turned to expe-
dited two-day shopping from 
Etsy and elsewhere when she 
realized she needed more gifts 
for her nieces and nephews.

“I’m usually way done by 
now,” said the writer from Mt. 
Kisco, New York. But she said 
she has faith that she’ll get her 
packages on time. “Our FedEx 
guy is really reliable.”

Although a union warned 
that Amazon might not be able 
to retain enough pilots under 
contract to deliver packages 
through its new airline ship-
ping service, Prime Air, 
Amazon said it doesn’t expect 
any delays.

SPIRALING DEMAND, 
MORE SERVICES

The number of holiday 
packages has been rising each 
year as more people shop 
online. Research firm com-
Score predicts online shopping 
during the November and 
December holiday period will 
rise as much as 19 percent from 
last year to $81 billion. 

That compares with an 
expected 3.6 percent rise in 
overall shopping during the 
same period to $656 billion, 
according to the National 
Retail Federation, an industry 
trade group.

That means many more 
packages each year. UPS pre-
dicts global delivery volume 
during the holidays will rise 14 
percent from last year to about 
700 million packages. FedEx 
expects volume to rise about 10 
percent.

Meanwhile, the number of 

services for last-minute online 
orders keeps growing. Amazon 
has been expanding its Prime 
Now same-day delivery service, 
adding nine cities to reach 31 
this year. It is using local deliv-
ery service providers and regu-
lar drivers as on-demand mes-
sengers. The service is catering 
to last-minute shoppers by 
offering a “Procrastinator’s 
Delight” program that will 
deliver products up until 11:59 
p.m. on Christmas Eve. 
PetSmart is offering same-day 
delivery through startup Deliv. 
Uber is using its network of 
contract drivers for same-day 
delivery of goods for small 
businesses in New York, San 
Francisco and Chicago.

In addition, Amazon now 
lets people subscribe to its reg-
ular $99-a-year Prime pro-
gram, which offers free two-
day shipping, on a month-by-
month basis. That means 
shoppers can sign up in 
December to take advantage of 
free two-day shipping and have 
the option of canceling the 
next month.

All this could lead to a rush 
in last-minute online deliver-
ies.

PRIMED FOR 
PROCRASTINATION
ShopTalk’s Mulpuru said 

she received a FedEx package in 
an unmarked van rather than a 
regular FedEx truck, a sign 
FedEx could be adding outside 
help for some deliveries. 
(FedEx confirmed it temporar-
ily rents vehicles to accommo-
date increased package volume 
during the holidays.)

“This year the demand must 
have been really high,” she said. 
“It’s only going to get busier.”

Prime’s growth is estimated 
to be 50 percent over last year, 
and most of that growth hap-
pens during the holiday season, 
she said.

Online sites court procrastinators 
with speedy Christmas shipping

Volkswagen deal 
gives some diesel 
car owners option
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