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INSIDE 
TODAY

WEATHER
Today:

Snow possibly 
mixed with rain 
and sleet up to 
1 inch, high in 
the upper 30s

Tonight:  
Rain possibly 
mixed with 

snow up to 1 
inch, low in 

the lower 30s

Thursday:  
Cloudy, 50 

percent chance 
of snow, high in 
the upper 30s

Central 
Montcalm girls 

win over 
Lakeview in 
down to the 
wire game,

Page 6

SPORTS

Tissue Construction Inc.
New Home Construction & Remodeling
i n f o @ t i s s u e c o n s t r u c t i o n . c o m

Garry L. Tissue
616-835-5091 Cell
GARRY TISSUE 

BUILDERS

Contact us now to begin planning for 
your spring building projects.

237190

Call us with your ideas - We can provide 
professional quality drawings.

G

G

New voting equipment 
for Michigan by 2018

By The Associated Press

LANSING — The state approved con-
tracts Tuesday to replace thousands of vote 
tabulators and other aging equipment used 
in elections across Michigan, a plan that 
officials plan to implement in time for the 
2018 cycle.

The State Administrative Board OK’d 
10-year contracts with three vendors. 
Depending on which system each of the 83 
counties chooses, the total statewide cost 
will range from $52 million to $82 million 

for election-management software and to 
replace 5,300 optical scanners and 3,800 
voting systems for the disabled.

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson said the 
voting equipment has “served us well” for 
12 years but “is nearing the end of its 
expected lifespan and needs to be retired.” 
The new equipment will have the latest 
technology while still “featuring a good, 
old-fashioned paper ballot that we can 
always go back and look at if we need to.”

‘POTENTIAL  
MISMANAGEMENT’

BY ELISABETH WALDON
Daily News news editor

STANTON — Montcalm County 
has hired a law firm to investigate and 
possibly bring a civil lawsuit against the 
county’s former auditor.

The Montcalm County Board of 
Commissioners unanimously approved 
a resolution Monday stating, “Whereas 
the county has discovered errors and 
irregularities with work performed by 
the former controller (Chris Hyzer) and 
potential mismanagement by the for-
mer auditor (Abraham & Gaffney) and 
seeks to retain and engage Clark Hill 
PLC to complete an investigation and 
pursue any claims as it relates to these 
errors and irregularities.

“The law firm of Clark Hill PLC shall 
be retained and engaged to complete an 
investigation and to make recommen-
dations to the board related to the pur-
suit of legal claims and filing of a com-
plaint as to the former auditor.”

The resolution was approved during 
a regular meeting at 6 p.m. after com-
missioners met in closed session with 
Clark Hill attorney John Axe during a 
prior special meeting for nearly an 

hour. Only commissioners and Axe 
were part of that meeting — Controller-
Administrator Robert Clingenpeel and 
Clerk Kristen Millard were asked to 
leave along with other audience mem-
bers at the attorney’s recommendation, 
according to Board Chairman Patrick 

Q. Carr.
“He just does it differently than we 

ever have in Montcalm County,” Carr 
told The Daily News regarding Axe’s 
approach to legal issues.

Daily News/Elisabeth Waldon

John Axe, an attorney with Clark Hill PLC in Detroit, hands out copies of a resolution to the Montcalm County 
Board of Commissioners on Monday evening authorizing Clark Hill to complete an investigation and make 
recommendations to the board related to the pursuit of legal claims and filing of a complaint regarding the 
county’s former auditor Abraham & Gaffney.

Montcalm County hires law firm  
to investigate former auditor

Nearly 50 people attended the first night meeting in recent memory of 
the Montcalm County Board of Commissioners on Monday evening.

BY ELISABETH WALDON
Daily News news editor

STANTON — Montcalm County 
Clerk Kristen Millard is confident that 
programming county elections are not 
part of her statutory job description.

The Montcalm County Board of 
Commissioners isn’t so sure.

Newly sworn in 70th District State 
Rep. Jim Lower, R-Cedar Lake, hap-
pened to be in the audience during 
Monday evening’s Board of 
Commissioners meeting, and com-
missioners reached out to him for 
assistance.

Commissioners voted 6-3 to seek a 
legal opinion from the Michigan 

Attorney General with the help of 
Lower regarding the question of 
whether election programming is a 
statutory duty for county clerks. 
Commissioners Patrick Q. Carr of 
Lakeview, Betty Kellenberger of 
Carson City and Ron Retzloff of 
Evergreen Township voted against the 
motion. The vote came after nearly an 
hour of debate on the topic.

COUNTY ELECTION 
PROGRAMMING HISTORY

Montcalm County originally used a 
vendor to program county elections. 
In 2004, Michigan switched to optical 
scan voting. As a result, commissioners 
voted to purchase ES&S M100 Optical 

Scan software for $12,500. In 2005, 
commissioners designated Millard to 
do the programming and set the pro-
gramming fees, which are billed out to 
local cities, townships, villages and 
school districts involved in elections. 
Montcalm County alone has 106 
“splits” that have to be included in 
election programming, including 
school districts that extend into neigh-
boring counties, as well as congressio-
nal districts, Montcalm Community 
College and more.

After the optical scan software was 
paid off in 2007, Millard requested a 
$7,000 annual stipend for her work, 

County to ask Attorney General for  
election programming opinion

Time to 
carry on

 Emmons, Lower 
provide opinions on future 
of ACA, President Trump 

BY CORY SMITH
Daily News senior staff writer

SIDNEY TOWNSHIP —Just three 
weeks into the new year of the 
Michigan House and Senate legislative 
sessions, the first local Legislative 
Update meeting of 2017 proved to be 
one of little detail. 

Sen. Judy Emmons, R-Sheridan, 
beginning her sixth year as state sena-
tor, and Rep. Jim Lower, R-Cedar Lake, 
beginning his first year as state repre-
sentative, both shared hopeful mes-
sages Monday at Montcalm 
Community College for the future of 
the state as they prepare to move for-
ward. 

For Lower, the experience is new, as 
House committee assignments have 
yet to be assigned and his own per-
sonal office hours will be set later this 
week. 

But in greeting his constituents, 
Lower said he believed Gov. Rick 
Snyder’s seventh annual State of the 
State address on Jan. 17 was a good 
indicator for how he also wanted to 
move forward. 

“It was a pretty good speech, not 
overly long, and mainly talked about 
job growth and his agenda for the 
year,” Lower said. “I’m certainly excit-
ed to be your representative and to be 
here.”

Emmons also used Snyder’s speech 
as an indicator that she believes 
Michigan is in as good a spot eco-
nomically as it has been in many years. 

“I remember sitting through some 
of those that were pretty depressing, 
and we were digging to find any good 
news in the state,” she said. “

Emmons pointed to the state’s 
“rainy day fund,” a contingency to be 
used in the state of an emergency, as 
an example of where the state sits. 

Emmons said in 2010 the fund con-
tained just $2 million.

”That’s enough cash flow to run the 
state for about 20 to 30 minutes, 
which is pretty scary for a state our 
size,” she said. 

Now in 2017, Emmons said that 
fund has ballooned to $700 million.  

“That gives us a better cushion,” she 
said. “Things like the Flint water crisis, 
you never know when you’re going to 
have something like that pop up.”

Emmons also pointed to the state’s 
unemployment rate in 2016 at 4.8 
percent — the fifth lowest in 40 years 
— as well as five consecutive years of 
state population growth, as indicators 
that Michigan is continuing to trend 
in the right direction. 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT
Emmons and Lower both fielded 

questions from the audience about 
national issues. 

READ THE DAILY NEWS

E-EDITION.
SUBSCRIBE.

Daily News/Cory Smith 

Rep. Jim Lower, R-Cedar Lake, speaks 
Monday during the first Legislative 
Update meeting of the year at 
Montcalm Community College.
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SEE POTENTIAL MISMANAGEMENT, PAGE 2

SEE FUTURE, PAGE 2

SEE VOTING, PAGE 2



 Greenville Daily News  - 01/25/2017 Page : A02

Copyright (c)2017 Greenville Daily News 01/25/2017
February 1, 2017 3:21 pm (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

noting that she generated 
$13,000 in revenue that year 
for programming. 
Commissioners approved the 
stipend request and have 
approved it every year since 
2008. The stipend funding 
comes from the programming 
fees billed out to local munici-
palities.

CONFLICTING OPINIONS
Last December, Millard 

requested commissioners 
once again approve the annual 
$7,000 stipend, but this time 
commissioners were conflict-
ed and voted to table the mat-
ter pending a legal opinion.

Montcalm County 
Controller-Administrator 
Robert Clingenpeel obtained a 
legal opinion shortly thereaf-
ter from Clark Hill, which 
stated: “County officer com-
pensation is fairly protected 
under statute and case law. 
However, any additional com-
pensation beyond what was 
established by a vote of the 
Board of Commissioners 
should be from monies dis-
tinct from the general fund 
and for performance which is 
beyond the officer’s statutory 
duties.” 

Clingenpeel then received 
another legal opinion that 
stated due to the large scope of 
elections, programming is a 
statutory duty of the clerk.

Millard acknowledged the 
legal opinions conflict, but she 
doesn’t believe the legal opin-
ion is even the issue at hand. 
She said the real issue the 
board needs to decide is 
whether to continue having 
her do election programming 
for a $7,000 annual stipend or 
to contract an outside vendor 
to do the work.

Millard said the county 
would have had to pay an esti-
mated $25,000 per even-year 
election (years when primary 
and presidential elections take 
place) if the county used an 
outside vendor, instead of 
receiving revenue totaling 
$42,719 in 2008 and $63,668 
in 2012, for example, by utiliz-
ing Millard.

“I’m failing to see why we 
would want to end this agree-
ment at this point,” Millard 

said. “I’m certainly not want-
ing to end it. I think it’s in the 
best interest of the residents of 
this county. I just don’t think 
it’s in the best interest of the 
county to have that service 
outsourced to a company 
that’s not even located in the 
state of Michigan.”

HOW TO JUSTIFY  
DECISION?

Carr said his struggle was 
justifying paying additional 
funds to Millard amid sweep-
ing budget cuts that were 
made to all county offices 
last year, including the clerk’s 
office.

“What’s hard for me is 
whether it’s statutory or not 
statutory, with all the cuts we 
made throughout the coun-
ty, to pay one person more 
… I’m not doubting the 
amount of work you do, but 
it’s hard to justify paying one 
person additional when 
we’re telling everyone else 
you’ve got to make do with 
what you got or maybe even 
pay you less,” Carr said.

“Election programming is 
the clerk’s responsibility, but 
that doesn’t mean I physi-
cally have to do the pro-
gramming, that just means I 
have to make sure it’s done,” 
Millard said. “It saves us 
money. It’s a good arrange-
ment. I happen to like it, and 
I’m good at it. It’s going to 
cost the county more money 
if you decide to change. 
We’re going to lose the reve-

nue and we’re going to have 
the expense.”

“I hear you saying you 
don’t physically have to do it, 
but you have to be responsi-
ble for it,” Carr said. “To me, 
that sounds like an argument 
that it’s part of your duty.”

Carr pushed Millard to 
agree that the conflicting 
legal opinions are a “gray 
area,” but Millard disagreed.

“Are you telling us that 
you would say you’re not 
doing it (if the county 
doesn’t pay the stipend)?” 
Carr asked.

“I would probably not do 
it because it’s after hours,” 
Millard said. “But you’ve 
invested in the software so 
you would probably have 
someone come here and use 
your software.”

“I think you go above and 
beyond the call of duty. I 
think everyone here goes 
above and beyond the call of 
duty,” Carr said. “What 
makes it difficult for us is to 
single out one office for a 
function they have unique to 
their office and justify that 
it’s worth more money.”

ASK THE  
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Commissioner John 

Johansen of Montcalm 
Township suggested asking 
the Michigan Attorney 
General for an opinion, not-
ing that Lower was in the 
audience and could possibly 
assist.

“I don’t think we’re going 
to get through this issue until 
we go through the formal 
process of requesting an 
opinion from the Attorney 
General on this issue,” 
Johansen said. “The state’s all 
over the board on this issue.”

Retzloff pointed out again 
— as he did last December 
— that he doesn’t like the 
appearance of the county 
profiting from charging elec-
tion programming fees to 
local municipalities. Millard 
pointed out that commis-
sioners voted to set those fees 
and they can change the fees 
if they want.

Kellenberger said during 
recent local municipality 
meetings, certain officials 
have been telling her this is 
the first year they’ve been 
billed by the county for elec-
tion programming services. 
Millard adamantly disagreed 
with this claim, saying the 
county has billed municipali-
ties for this service since 2008.

“They have been billed,” 
she said. “Everyone has. I can 
provide you with copies of 
the bills and the receipts and 
the revenues.”

Johansen asked Millard if 
she would agree to program 
ballots for May’s election — 
which has to be started by 
mid-February — if commis-
sioners seek a legal opinion 
from the Attorney General in 
the meantime. Millard 
agreed to this, but she said 
she wants an answer before 
August’s election.

Commissioners voted 6-3 
to seek an opinion from the 
Attorney General with the 
assistance of Lower, who 
agreed to help.

ewaldon@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8276

When asked about the potential of the 
Affordable Care Act being repealed 
under President Donald Trump, who 
was sworn into office last Friday, and 
how it would affect health care for 
Michigan residents, both Emmons and 
Lower said there remains too much that 
is unknown to make any predictions at 
this time. 

“I don’t think we know what the fed-
eral government is going to do, this is 
going to take some time,” Emmons said. 
“I think you’re going to see a slow process 
here.”

Emmons said she does not believe the 
change will happen overnight, and signs 
of panic should be quelled. 

“It’s hard, even in Michigan, to get a 
smaller Legislature to create significant 
change. It’s hard to get the votes, it’s hard 
to get folks to get together,” she said. 
“Now you’re talking about Congress, 
which is even greater. It’s not going to be 
at the snap of their fingers like some 
people think. It’s on their agenda, and I 
think there are probably improvements 
that can be made. Michigan will respond 
to address that when we know what 
those (changes) are.”

Lower said he agreed with Emmons, 
but he went into specifics about concerns 
he would like to see addressed. 

“Judy is absolutely right, we don’t 
know what they are doing yet, but the 
point I like to make when I’m asked 
about this is, health insurance is not 
health care,” he said. “Simply having 
health insurance doesn’t make anybody 
any more healthy or any more sick. I’d 
really like the conversation to pivot, to 
talk about the actual cost of services as 
opposed to just giving people coverage. I 
want to take a serious look at ways to 
control the cost … that’s how you calcu-
late your insurance premiums, it’s all 
based on what the cost is. So I hope that 
we talk about the actual cost of the deliv-

ery of services instead of just making 
sure that everyone is covered.”

Positives, negatives of President 
Trump

A question that received light laughter 
from the audience asked both legislators 
what they felt one main positive and 
negative of Trump’s administration 
might be. 

Lower said he doesn’t believe enough 
time has passed to predict what may 
happen with the new president. 

“That’s tough to say, we don’t really 
know what he’s going to do yet, we’re 
only three days into the administration,” 
he said. “He’s talked a lot about giving 
authority back to the states, so as a state 
legislator if he did that, that would be 
pretty exciting because we would have a 
lot more control.

“As far as negative? I don’t know, we’ll 
have to wait and see,” he added. 

Emmons gave a more cautious 
response, focusing on accountability and 
citizen involvement. 

“Clearly there are folks on both sides 
of this, as to what will be good and what 
will be bad. Nobody is perfect, nobody is 
going to save us from ourselves,” she said. 
“We still have the responsibly to do the 
best we can do. We hold people account-
able in elected positions, and he’s going 
to find that out. This is his very first 
elected position. He’s going to learn that 
he will be accountable.” 

Emmons said regardless of who is 
president, the citizens of the country 
always have a responsibility to hold gov-
ernment accountable. 

“We’ve had presidents that I’ve liked 
and presidents that I thought could have 
been better, but we still carry on as a 
country,” she said. “It’s because of the 
people — in places like Montcalm 
County — that we carry on, we do what 
we’re supposed to do. We have to stay 
involved, I think that’s the most impor-
tant thing we can do as citizens.”

csmith@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8277

Nearly 50 people attended 
the regular meeting, which was 
the first effort by commission-
ers in recent memory to host a 
night meeting so more people 
could participate.

During the regular meeting, 
Axe handed commissioners 
copies of resolution 2017-3 for 
their approval.

“This is a resolution which 
when adopted will authorize 
our firm, Clark Hill, to retain 
and engage to complete an 
investigation and to make a 
recommendation to the board 
related to the pursuit of legal 
claims as to the county’s for-
mer auditor,” Axe told commis-
sioners, who then voted 9-0 to 
approve the resolution.

Carr told The Daily News 
the resolution was a formal 
request for Clark Hill to inves-
tigate Abraham & Gaffney for a 
possible future civil lawsuit in 
addition to the reasons why the 
county had previously con-
tracted with Clark Hill.

Commissioners in August 
2016 voted to contract with 
Clark Hill in Detroit for legal 
services, to contract with 
Municipal Financial Constants 
Inc. (MFCI) in Detroit to assist 
Clark Hill and to contract with 

Rehmann Robson of Troy for 
accounting services — all to 
investigate the county’s precar-
ious financial situation.

Commissioners would need 
to vote to approve a lawsuit 
before anything is filed in court 
regarding Abraham & Gaffney.

Despite the ongoing investi-
gation and possible pending 
litigation, Carr told The Daily 
News he feels hopeful about 
the county’s future.

“I feel like there’s been prog-
ress made,” he said. “I feel good 
about the people who are 
working on it. They’ve pointed 
out different accounting-type 
things that we could do differ-
ently. I think a lot of that is 
going to be beneficial and I 
think it will spread to all offices 
in the county. Practices that 
have gone on for several years 
may not have kept up with lat-
est, greatest practices. I think 
the overall review is going to 
put us in a good place going 
forward. It’s unfortunate that it 
came to where we are before it 
happened, but I think the 
product that we get out of this, 
in the end, is going to be very 
helpful.”

ewaldon@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8276
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Constituents attending the first Legislative Update meeting of the year 
Monday at Montcalm Community College listen as Sen. Judy Emmons, 
R-Sheridan, and Rep. Jim Lower, R-Cedar Lake, speak.

THURSDAY
Patrick Cardenas Antcliff — 11 a.m., St. Charles Catholic 

Church, Greenville. (Hurst Funeral Home, Greenville)
Sharon Kay Petersen — 11 a.m., Sidney Faith Lutheran 

Church. (Simpson Family Funeral Homes, Sheridan)
Shirley Anne White — 1 p.m., Hurst Funeral Home, 

Greenville.

BARBARA MARIE FORCE, 67
GREENVILLE — Barbara Marie Force, 67, of Greenville, 

died Monday. There are no services planned at this 
time. Arrangements are by Marshall Funeral Home, 
Greenville, www.marshallfuneralhomeinc.com.

FUTURE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Montcalm County Clerk Kristen Millard asks the Montcalm 
County Board of Commissioners on Monday evening to 
approve a $7,000 stipend for her work in programming 
county elections. Millard says the work is not part of a 
county clerk’s statutory job description, but some county 
commissioners disagree.

POTENTIAL MISMANAGEMENT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PROGRAMMING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

VOTING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
The tabulators came 

under scrutiny from Green 
Party candidate Jill Stein 
and others in the recent 
partial recount of 
Michigan’s presidential 
vote. But state election offi-
cials attributed most prob-
lems to human error and 
said there was no evidence 
of fraud or hacking.

An investigation of sub-
stantial ballot discrepancies 
in a small portion of 
Detroit’s precincts is ongo-
ing. State Bureau of 
Elections Director Chris 
Thomas said in December 

that Detroit officials initial-
ly indicated that the reason 
for a significant mismatch 
between the number of bal-
lots and the number of 
voter names recorded was 
that ballots were left in bins 
below the scanners and 
were not properly sealed.

The contracts were 
awarded to Dominion 
Voting Systems of Toronto; 
Election Systems & Software 
of Omaha, Nebraska; and 
Hart Intercivic of Austin, 
Texas. Dominion and ES&S 
both have election equip-
ment that is in use in 
Michigan currently.

The state has set aside 

$40 million, including $30 
million in federal funding, 
for the upgrades — which 
were in the works long 
before the . While that will 
cover “most” of the upfront 
cost, according to Johnson’s 
office, cities and townships 
will be responsible for the 
rest, including extended 
service and maintenance 
that will begin in the sixth 
year of the contracts.

Johnson said the new 
equipment and technology 
will save local election 
clerks both time and money 
while preparing for elec-
tions and providing the 
results.

By The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — 
President Donald Trump has 
massively expanded the ban on 
providing federal money to 
international family planning 
groups that perform abortions 
or provide abortion informa-
tion to all organizations receiv-
ing U.S. global health assis-
tance.

Trump’s spokesman Sean 
Spicer announced Monday 
that the ban on family plan-
ning funding — which was 
instituted by GOP President 
Ronald Reagan in 1984 and has 
bounced in and out of law 
between Democratic and 
Republican administrations — 
had been reinstituted. But it 
wasn’t until the president’s 
memorandum was published 
Monday night that the expan-
sion came to light.

The order directs the secre-
tary of state, in cooperation 
with the secretary of health and 

human services, for the first 
time to extend the require-
ments in the ban “to global 
health assistance furnished by 
all departments or agencies.” 
The ban is known as the 
Mexico City Policy or Global 
Gag Rule.

Suzanne Ehlers, president of 
Washington-based Population 
Action International which 
lobbies in the U.S. and devel-
oping countries for women’s 
reproductive health, told The 
Associated Press on Tuesday 
that targeting health assistance 
expands the amount of U.S. 
funding affected by a magni-
tude of 15 times and will 
impact millions and millions 
of women in low- and middle-
income countries.

U.S. support for family plan-
ning currently amounts to 
about $575 million in 40 coun-
tries, she said, while global 
health assistance totals about 
$9 billion to about 60 coun-
tries.

Trump expands 
anti-abortion ban
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