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BY EMILEE NIELSEN 
Daily News staff writer 

BELDING — There are three mas-
cots left in the running, but there can 
only be one winner. 

A committee of high school stu-
dents aiding in the process of nar-
rowing down the list of possible mas-
cots agreed Thursday on the top 
three choices: The Bruins, the Black 
Knights and the Bengals. 

Also attending Thursday’s gather-
ing were two community members, 
Carmin Barker and Gary Slosser, and 
Athletic Director Joel Wilker. 
Principal Michael Ostrander led the 
discussion with students and gave 
them time to have discussion 
amongst themselves. 

The next step is to put the choices 
to the community via a survey. 
Students in the district will also get 
the chance to vote for their favorite 
choice. Along with the choices for a 
mascot, the survey will have some 
examples of what the mascot imagery 
could look like, but Ostrander 
stressed those graphics will not be the 
final image to go along with the new 
mascot. 

Discussion about the issue contin-
ued for nearly an hour Thursday as 
students talked about which choices 
should be in the top three. Ostrander 
began the discussion by writing the 
top seven choices on the white board. 
Eliminated from the running were 
the Lumberjacks, the Black Hawks, 
Pride and the Black Bears. 

Ostrander pointed to the danger of 
possibly having to go through the 
same ordeal with a mascot such as 
the Black Hawks as they have the 
Redskins based on ties to Native 
American history even though the 
intention was always to tie the mas-
cot to the bird. He also mentioned 
receiving calls about the idea of Pride 

being the mascot because of the pos-
sibility of negative interpretations. 

“When you talk about what people 
will say … people are going to do 
that. I think you need to try to … as 
students think about these things 
more than community members … 
think about what could possibly be 
any ramifications of what you pick,” 
Slosser said. “People will pick apart 
what you put in there if they can.” 

Slosser urged students to think 
about how they would be perceived 
by  other schools at extracurricular 
events, but not to only be concerned 
about what others will say. 

There was some question about 
how involved community members 
should be in helping choose the next 
mascot and how those votes should 
be weighed against the votes of the 
students. Barker and Slosser both 
believed the opinion of community 
members should be taken into 
account. 

“For me, I still have kids in the 
school but we have grandkids coming 
up too,” Barker said. “It’s not just 
about what the mascot is right now 
but what it is forever. We will forever 
have kids in this district whether 
they’re our kids or our grandkids or 
their kids and so on and so on.” 

Ostrander said the schools are the 
hub of Belding. 

“That’s where the community 
comes together,” he said. “This is 
important. We can’t really separate 
school and community in a town like 
ours. They’re intertwined.” 

Also discussed was the fate of the 
stone monuments that say “Belding 
Redskins” and depict Native 
American imagery in front of the 
high school and Rudness Field. The 
monuments were donated to the dis-
trict, so Ostrander said the first step 
is to approach the family who donat-
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Montcalm Township sets 
recycling public hearings

BY MEGHAN NELSON
Daily News staff writer

MONTCALM TOWNSHIP — Recycling 
and solid waste removal have been a hot topic in 
Montcalm Township for the past eight months. 

At Wednesday night’s meeting, the township 
board inched closer to finding a permanent 
solution for recycling and waste removal needs 
by approving language for two public hearings 
on the issue. 

At the Dec. 14, 2016, township board meet-
ing, board members decided to come up with 
language for the public hearing notices. 
According to Supervisor Mike Adams, rumors 
started that the board was going to make a final 
decision on the future of recycling in the town-
ship. 

BENGALS, BRUINS 
OR BLACK KNIGHTS?

Daily News/Emilee Nielsen 

Belding High School Principal Michael Ostrander listens to a comment from high school senior Dominic 
Francisco, 18, at a committee meeting Thursday morning. 

Belding narrows mascot  
choices to three finalists

Belding resident Gary Slosser talks about community involvement in the 
decision to change the school mascot from the Redskins to one of the 
top three choices. 

Memorial 
playground 
proposed for 
Crystal Lake 
Public Beach 

BY CORY SMITH
Daily News senior staff writer

CRYSTAL TOWNSHIP — Larry 
Avery remembers his late brother, 
Lee Avery, fondly, as do so many 
community members in the Crystal 
area.   

Coming up on the one-year anni-
versary of Lee’s untimely death — 
Lee and Emily Patin died when the 
ORV they were riding fell through 
the polar plunge hole in the ice at the 
conclusion of last year’s Crystal Lake 
Winter Festival — Larry Avery is 
hoping to honor the wishes of his 
brother. 

Speaking to the Crystal Township 
Board on Wednesday evening, Larry 
brought forth a proposal to install a 
set of small playground equipment, 
featuring two slides for children 2 to 
5 years old, to be placed at the 
Crystal Lake Public Beach. 

“We’ve received $15,000 in dona-
tions,” Larry said. “This is something 
that my brother had always talked 
about because he liked to take the 
kids down to the lake.”

Larry said there would be times 
when children would want to split 
up, some playing in the lake, others 
desiring to play on equipment at 
nearby Crystal Township Park; how-
ever, Lee couldn’t keep an eye on 
everyone from one location. 

“I think it would just be more 
family-oriented, they could come 
down and have cook-outs, picnics, 
and have a place for everybody to be 
together,” Larry said. “You can watch 
over the whole family instead of hav-
ing to pack up and head to the park. 
I think it makes a lot of sense and 
would bring a lot more families into 
the community.”

The idea for playground equip-
ment comes following a memorial 
that was built for Lee and Patin at 
the beach site last year. Due to its 
large size, the memorial has received 
both praise and criticism from town-
ship residents; however, Larry said 
the playground equipment would be 
placed in a way that wouldn’t be 

Daily News/Cory Smith

Crystal Township resident Larry 
Avery explains during Wednesday 
evening’s Crystal Township Board 
meeting his proposal to install 
memorial playground equipment, 
which he would like placed near 
Crystal Lake Public Beach in mem-
ory of his late brother, Lee Avery.

CHECK OUT

TV PLUS
IN TODAY’S PAPER

SEE MASCOT, PAGE 2

SEE RECYCLING, PAGE 2

Daily News/Meghan Nelson 

The recycling and solid waste options the 
Montcalm Township Board is currently 
contemplating could potentially change 
resident’s solid waste pickup provider or 
add recycling alongside regular pick up. 

SEE PLAYGROUND, PAGE 2
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FUNERAL NOTICES

SATURDAY
Thomas Mitchell Billings 

Jr. — 11 a.m., Brigham 
Funeral Chapel, Edmore.

Steven P. Christians — 2 
p.m., Johnson-Feuerstein 
Funeral Home, Belding.

Christopher D. Halstead 
— 2 p.m., St. Charles Catholic 
Church, Greenville. (Marshall 
Funeral Home, Greenville)

Joel Kenyon Knapp — 
Memorial visitation, 2 to 4 
p.m., Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville. 

Laurel L. Martin — 11 
a.m., Marshall Funeral 
Home, Greenville.

Paisely Leia Massengill — 
1 p.m., Crystal 
Congregational Church. 
(Brigham Funeral Chapel, 
Edmore)

David Daniel Moyses III 
— 11 a.m., New Life United 
Methodist Church, Six Lakes. 
(Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville)

Ronald James Stevens — 
2 p.m., St. John the Baptist 
Hall, Hubbardston. (Lux and 
Schnepp Funeral Home, 
Carson City)

SUNDAY
Mary Ann Reer 

Hendricksen — 3 p.m., 
Marshall Funeral Home, 
Greenville.

MONDAY
W. Owen Wilson — 11 

a.m, Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville.

LEONOR MARIA  
CALERO-MUNIZ, 61 

SAN ANTONIO — 
Leonor Maria Calero-Muniz, 
61, died Sunday. A funeral is 
scheduled for Leonor today 
at Puenta & Sons Funeral 
home in San Antonio, Texas.

WILLIAM K. DAVIS, 88
GREENVILLE — William 

K. Davis, 88, died 
Thursday. Funeral Mass 
arrangements are pending at 
Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville, www.hurstfh.
com.

JOEL KENYON KNAPP, 57
GREENVILLE — Joel 

Kenyon Knapp, 57, died 
Wednesday. A memorial visi-
tation will be from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday at Hurst Funeral 
Home, Greenville. Private 
inurnment will take place in 
the spring in Spencer 
Tow nship  Cem-
etery. Arrangements entrust-
ed to Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville, www.hurstfh.
com.

PAISLEY LEIA MASSENGILL,  
4 MONTHS 

EDMORE — Baby Paisley 
Leia Massengill, 4 months, 
died Wednesday. Funeral ser-
vices will be 1 p.m Saturday 
at the Crystal Congregational 
Church, Crystal. Private 
interment to follow in the 
Cr ystal  Cemeter y. 
Arrangements entrusted with 
Brigham Funeral Chapel-
Edmore, www.brighamfu-
neralchapel.com.

W. OWEN WILSON, 91
GREENVILLE — W. 

Owen Wilson, 91, died 
Wednesday. Funeral services 
will be 11 a.m. Monday at 
Hurst Funeral Home, with 
visitation from 10 to 11 a.m. 
prior to the funeral. A full 
obituary notice will be pub-
lished in Saturday’s edition of 
The Daily News. 
Arrangements entrusted to 
Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville, www.hurstfh.
com.

Obituaries on Page 6

Gasoline 

Survey
$2.21

Average:

Area motorists are paying an aver-
age of $2.219 per gallon for regular 
unleaded gasoline, according to a ran-
dom Daily News survey of 20 area 
service stations conducted Thursday.

This is an 3-cent decrease of the 
average price of $2.249 last week.

Among the area stations surveyed, 
the highest price was $2.399 per gal-
lon at Speedway in Cedar Springs, 
Meijer (Knapp’s Corner) in Grand 
Rapids, Wesco and Mr. T’s in Greenville, 
and Stanton Mobile Mart in Stanton, 
while the lowest price was $2.059 per 
gallon at Jorgi’s Market in Greenville.

Here is a list of the area gasoline 
prices surveyed:

BELDING
Wesco                                $2.389

CARSON CITY
Next Door Food Store          $2.179

CEDAR SPRINGS
Speedway                            $2.399

CRYSTAL
Lake Street Station               $2.169

EDMORE
The Depot                            $2.129

GOWEN
Gowen General Store          $2.099

GRAND RAPIDS
Meijer (Knapp’s Corner)       $2.399

GREENVILLE
Murphy                               $2.069
Wesco                                 $2.399
Meijer                                 $2.069
EZ Mart                               $2.089
Mr. T’s                                 $2.399
Jorgi’s Market                      $2.059

HOWARD CITY
Rustic Sports Shop               $2.149

IONIA
Pilot Travel Center              $2.199

LAKEVIEW
Village Pantry                      $2.209

MCBRIDE
McBride’s County Store        $2.179

STANTON
Stanton Mobil Mart             $2.399

TURK LAKE
New Turk Lake Market         $2.199

VESTABURG
Spot Party Store             $2.159

The gasoline price survey is con-
ducted at random. It is presented as a 
consumer service in each Friday’s edi-
tion of The Daily News.

ed them to see if they would like them back. 
Other ideas included having the monu-

ments donated to the Belrockton Museum in 
Belding as a piece of the city’s history, or 
displayed at the high school. 

The problem with displaying them in a 
school building, Ostrander said, is that the 
school doesn’t move away from the Redskins 
name. However, he doesn’t want to see it hid-
den away somewhere either. 

Ostrander said there have been numerous 
offers from people to help with relocating the 
stone monuments and he’s been grateful for 
the community support. 

Student members of the committee were 
chosen based on essays they submitted about 
why they wanted to be a part of making the 
change from the Redskins mascot. 

Jeffrey Puehler, 15, said he was “iffy about 
changing” the mascot at the beginning of this 
process, but education about the origins of 

the word and Native American history made 
him change his mind. 

“The racial side of it … I felt that was 
something we needed to stray away from,” he 
said. “Obviously, we don’t want to be consid-
ered racist or anything.” 

Puehler said if it were up to him, the next 
mascot would be the Black Knights. 

Dominic Francisco, 18, a high school 
senior got involved with the process of chang-
ing the mascot because he had been a Redskin 
his whole life and he wanted to take the ini-
tiative to have his say in what would be next. 

“I really like being involved in that kind of 
thing,” he said. “I just thought since I had 
been able to represent the Redskin name, why 
couldn’t I be able to choose a different one.” 

Francisco said he was proud to be part of 
the the Belding Redskins, but he’s not both-
ered about having to change the name. 

enielsen@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8289 

MASCOT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

obtrusive to guests of the beach. 
“It would be placed behind two trees that 

are already there, on the other side of the 
sidewalk where the memorial is now,” he said. 

Township Clerk Patty Baker-Marek said 
she would like to review the township’s offi-
cial recreation plan before reaching a deci-
sion. 

“That was a huge, community-wide plan 
that was developed,” she said. “I don’t know 
how this would fit in with that.”

Larry said as long as the township board 
can reach a decision by its March meeting, he 
would be able to inform his contractors by a 
deadline of March 24. If that deadline is met, 
he said the installation work would be done 

for free. 
Larry said he would be willing to negotiate 

on the official placement of the equipment, 
but he would still want it to be placed near 
the beach area, as that is the wish of Sheri 
Avery, the widow of Lee. 

“It doesn’t matter if it goes there or if it 
goes closer to the walking trails … but Sheri 
would just like to see it down in that area, for 
the whole family to enjoy, instead of having 
to separate the family and having two differ-
ent adults there to watch the kids,” Larry said. 

Baker-Marek said the board will take up 
the issue again at March’s meeting.

csmith@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8277

PLAYGROUND

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“All we are doing tonight is approving the 
letter as a board so that we can inform the pub-
lic of the hearings and what the options are,” 
Adams said. 

Clerk Amy Richards plans on sending the 
letter to all township residents early next week 
to give them ample time to respond before the 
public hearings. The letter will detail how the 
issue of recycling came up for the township and 
options to bring it back into the township. 

According to Adams, at the July 13, 2016, 
meeting, the board voted to remove recycling 
containers from alongside the Township Hall in 
fear of them being shut down anyway.

“During that same meeting, I promised to 
find a solution to enable the residents in the 
township to have access to recycling through 
exploring different programs used in other 
communities,” Adams said. 

Since July, the board appointed a subcom-
mittee to look into recycling options. The sub-
committee found limiting traffic to improve 
safety, reducing the impact on the roads, and 
providing a higher level of service at a reduced 
cost to be some of the concerns residents had. 

With those concerns in mind, the subcom-
mittee looked into options for recycling service 
throughout the township. The letter that will be 
sent out mentions three potential options for 
recycling in the township: 

• Option 1: Allow the township to contract 
with a waste hauler, making trash and recycling 
available for every residential home — with an 
estimated cost of $16 a month. 

• Options 2: Have the township negotiate 
with a hauler and grant them a franchise as the 
only hauler in the township — which would 
cost residents $5-6 more than Option 1. 

• Leave things the way they are, meaning no 
recycling services in the township.

“(Option 1) would allow the township to 
reduce your cost by paying the service provider 
directly while collecting from you twice a year 
along with your property tax bill,” Adams said. 

The second option costs more because the 
quarterly bills are billed by the service provider. 

“Even the prices are worst case scenario,” 
Trustee Steve Sprague said.

Several residents attending Wednesday’s 
meeting asked questions and voiced concern 
about how services would be billed if they were 
only residents for part of the year or if they 
preferred to take care of their own waste and 
recycling.

“By adding it to your taxes (Option 1) you 
are required to have it,” Treasurer Rose Hyde 
explained, “and the other option allows you to 
opt out.”

Adams said the concerns and questions are 
part of the reason it is important for the town-
ship to move forward with scheduling public 
hearings. 

The board decided to have one of the two 
public hearings be scheduled during the day 
and the other during the evening. The final 
dates and times the board decided on are 1 p.m. 
March 20 and 6 p.m. March 30. 

The letter Richards plans on sending out 
next week will also include a survey about recy-
cling options. Those who are unable to attend 
one of the public hearings are encouraged to 
complete it and sent it back to the township 
office at 1880 S. Greenville Road, Greenville, MI 
48838.

mnelson@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8273

RECYCLING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Montcalm Township residents attended Wednesday night’s Township Board meeting to 
hear updates on recycling and solid waste collection for the township.

Belding High School Principal Michael Ostrander writes the top mascot names on a 
white board during a Thursday morning committee meeting of high school students 
tasked with helping to narrow down the top choices for the new mascot. 

Trump admin delays listing 
bumblebee as endangered

BY JOHN FLESHER
AP environmental writer

TRAVERSE CITY — The 
Trump administration on 
Thursday delayed what would 
be the first endangered desig-
nation for a bee species in the 
continental U.S., one day 
before it was to take effect.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service adopted a rule Jan. 11 
extending federal protection to 
the rusty patched bumblebee, 
one of many types of bees that 
play a vital role in pollinating 
crops and wild plants. It once 
was common across the East 
Coast and much of the 
Midwest, but its numbers have 
plummeted since the late 
1990s.

Federal law requires a 
30-day waiting period before 
most new regulations become 
effective. The addition of the 
bumblebee to the endangered 
species list was scheduled for 
Friday. The listing would 
require the service to develop a 
plan for helping the bee recov-
er and provide more habitat.

But in a Federal Register 
notice, the service announced 
a postponement until March 
21 in keeping with a Trump 
administration order issued 
Jan. 20. It imposed a 60-day 
freeze on regulations that had 
been published in the register 
but hadn’t taken effect. The 
delay, according to the White 
House, was for the purpose of 
“reviewing questions of fact, 
law and policy they raise.”

Fish and Wildlife Assistant 
Director Gary Frazer said the 
move was not expected to 
impact conservation efforts. 
The federal agency “is develop-
ing a recovery plan to guide 
efforts to bring this species 
back to a healthy and secure 

condition,” Frazer said in a 
statement.

Yet with President Donald 
Trump pledging to cut back on 
federal regulations, environ-
mentalists said they feared the 
bumblebee protection might 
be doomed.

“The Trump administration 
has put the rusty patched 
bumblebee back on the path to 
extinction,” said Rebecca Riley, 
senior attorney for the Natural 
Resources Defense Council. 
“This bee is one of the most 
critically endangered species in 
the country and we can save it 
- but not if the White House 
stands in the way.”

No other pending endan-
gered-species listings are 
affected by Trump’s freeze, said 
Heather Swift, spokeswoman 
for the Department of Interior, 
which includes the Fish and 
Wildlife Service.

The rusty patched bumble-
bee has disappeared from 
about 90 percent of its range in 
the past 20 years. Scientists say 
disease, pesticide exposure, 
habitat loss and climate change 
are among possible causes. It’s 
among a number of bee spe-
cies that have suffered steep 
population declines — along 
with monarch butterflies, 
another key pollinator.

The American Farm Bureau 
Federation opposed listing the 
bumblebee as endangered, 
saying it could lead to costly 
limits on land or chemical use 
and that private partnerships 
could more effectively preserve 
bee habitat.

“We’re excited that the 
administration is taking a sec-
ond look,” said Ryan Yates, the 
group’s director of congressio-
nal relations.

Court 
refuses to 
reinstate 
Trump 
travel ban

By The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — A 
federal appeals court refused 
Thursday to reinstate President 
Donald Trump’s ban on travel-
ers from seven predominantly 
Muslim nations, unanimously 
rejecting the administration’s 
claim of presidential authority 
and questioning its motives.

The three judges of the San 
Francisco-based 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals said 
the argument that the ban tar-
gets Muslims raised “serious 
allegations” and presented “sig-
nificant constitutional ques-
tions,” and they agreed that 
courts could consider state-
ments by Trump and his advis-
ers about wishing to enact such 
a ban.

Moments after the ruling, 
Trump tweeted, “SEE YOU IN 
COURT,” adding that “THE 
SECURITY OF OUR NATION 
IS AT STAKE!”

In response, Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee, a Democrat 
who leads one of the states that 
challenged the ban, said: “Mr. 
President, we just saw you in 
court, and we beat you.”
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