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Protect state’s water

Why should you care about
the EPA? As a physician, I am
very concerned about plans to
cut or eliminate the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

We are blessed in Michigan by
our Great Lakes with one-fifth
of the life-giving fresh water in
the world. They supply an econ-
omy richly based on agriculture,
hunting, fishing, tourism, and
transportation.

However, we also have glaring
examples of the terrible effects of
corporate and government greed
endangering our state’s waters
and our lives. In St. Louis, MI,
the ongoing cleanup of cancer-
causing contamination of our
water and soil with PBBs dates
back to the 1970s uses funds
from the EPA. On the other
hand, the lack of regulations to
control fecal contamination of
animal waste spread onto farm
land in very large volumes from
Concentrated Animal Farming
Operations is choking the life out

of our Pine River.
The water in Flint, contami-

nated in the last few years with
lead, has only begun to show its
permanent neurologic effects on
6,000-12,000 infants and young
children. At the same time 87
people in Flint became sick with
a dangerous, but unusual, wa-
ter-borne infection called Legio-
nella. Ten died.

These are examples of why we
need strong, science-based reg-
ulations to protect our environ-
ment and health. The EPA, with
all its flaws, is essential to pro-
tecting our air and water quality.
The EPA needs to be strength-
ened, not cut. President Trump
is proposing more than 30% cut
to the EPA and HR 861, intro-
duced by Florida Representative
Matt Gaetz, would eliminate the
agency entirely. Any legislation
to defund or weaken the EPA
will hurt real people now and for
a long time to come.

We and our children have
a stake in the decisions being
made by our leaders in Washing-

ton and Lansing. Make your con-
cerns known. Call your U.S. leg-
islator. In MidMichigan, that
would be John Moolenaar (202)
225-3561. If unsure of your U.S.
representative’s name and num-
ber, call (202) 225-3121 with your
zip code, or go online to www.
house.gov/representatives/find/

When you call, ask for the
staff person in charge of environ-
mental concerns, then explain
why you are in support of the
EPA. Tell them regulation is NOT
a bad thing; we need the EPA.

Want to be a bigger part of the
solution? Get involved with a lo-
cal environmental group. The
Pine River Superfund Task Force
meets the third Wednesday each
month, 7 p.m., at St. Louis City
Hall. The Friends of the Pine
River meetings vary, so check
their website: www.friendsoft-
hepine.org

Speak up. Please help protect
our state’s priceless water and
the health of our families.

Vicki Chessin
Alma

LETTERTOTHEEDITOR

Do motorcycle operators
and bicyclists ride or drive
their bikes?

I would suggest
that they drive their
vehicles, and passen-
gers ride with them,
holding the drivers
around their waists,
or sit in a sidecar (on
motorcycles), or on
the frame or handle-
bar of a bicycle, as
little sister did when
her big brother drove her to
school or to her friend’s home..

The question may have
arisen because I’ve been read-
ing Don Negus’s column in
which he’s been recounting his
bike adventures. I really en-
joy his stories (but I wish he
wouldn’t use three- or four-let-
ter words to describe some of
the bikers’ actions.)

To verify my contention
that bike operators — motor-
cycle and bicycle — “drive”
their two- or three-wheeled ve-
hicles; and that passengers
are the riders, I consulted my
trusty old dictionary (Web-
ster’s Collegiate Dictionary,
fifth edition) and found that
a bicycle is defined as “a light
vehicle having two wheels,
one behind the other, a steer-
ing handle, a saddle seat or
seats, and pedals by which it is
propelled.” Doesn’t propelled
mean driven? Don’t motorcy-
clists start the engines and
drive off to their destinations?
Just asking.

An aside: When did motor-
cycles become “bikes”? In the
era in which I grow up, bikes
were what newspaper boys
drove when they delivered the
Detroit News, before heading
to school, to customers at

Six or 6:30 in the morning.
Motorcycles were just that —
motorcycles.

Ah, well, as I’ve said before,
time and language change.

In an article in the Morning
Sun (February 25, 2017, p.5)
the following appeared, “The
Associated Press chose not to
participate in the gaggle af-
ter White House press secre-
tary Sean Spicer restricted the

number of journalists pres-
ent for the briefing.” Gaggle, as

in geese? Yes, Merriam-
Webster (on Google) as-
sured me, “gaggle” is de-
fined as

“1. flock; especially, a
flock of geese when not
in flight; 2. a group, ag-
gregation or cluster lack-
ing organization [as in a
gaggle of reporters and
photographers].” I learn
something new every day.

Another expression I hadn’t
heard in a while appeared in
an AARP article reporting
what John Omohundro of Rio
Rancho, N.M. said after he and
his wife landed, following an
hour-long hot air balloon ride
they had won, “Hot air balloon
rides have never been on my
bucket list, . . . Heights give
me the heebie jeebies.” If he
were in our group who sailed
over the stadium as we cele-
brated CMU’s first game under
the lights, he might also have
had “the willies,” or would
have said that “heights scare
him stiff.” I can relate to Mr.
Omohundro’s feeling because
that’s the way I felt as we
floated over Mount Pleasant
(I was amazed at the number
of backyard swimming pools
I saw from our vantage point)
and then landed in the Mei-
jer parking lot, none the worse
for wear.

I came across another term
that we no longer use — at
least I don’t think we do: An
announcement in a commu-
nity paper stated that “Mon-
day evening the youth and sev-
eral married couples sang at
‘the old people’s home’ . . . .”

A statistic that concerns me
is one that appeared in a mag-
azine article stating that, ac-
cording to research reported
in “Pediatrics,” there is 23 per-
cent more gun violence in PG-
13 movies than in R-rated
ones. Something to think
about the next time if or when
we take our teenagers to the
movie theater.

On a lighter note, and this
is especially true of friends
who really enjoy cooking and
baking: “A mixing bowl is the
blank canvas of a kitchen art-
ist.” On the other hand, there
are some of us who go into the
kitchen only because it came
with the house.

Spring was to have sprung
yesterday; however, again, in
days past, Spring always ar-
rived on March 21. Whether
you celebrated Spring’s ap-
pearance yesterday or today,
whether you’re a kitchen art-
ist or not, let’s see what we
can do to make a good day for
someone.

Louise A. Plachta is a columnist
for the Morning Sun.
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This ‘n’ That on a
Tuesday Morning

Cartoonist’s take

The fight in Michigan over
who should call the shots on ed-
ucation is on display in the Leg-
islature. One prominent issue
that continues to capture the
attention of lawmakers is the
state’s adoption of the Common
Core nearly seven years ago. At
its heart, this is a battle over lo-
cal control of schools.

Many Republicans in Lan-
sing have long bristled over the
content standards that the State
Board of Education agreed to
adopt in 2010. The Common
Core was developed by a con-
sortium of states and offers
grade level content expectations
in English Language Arts and
math. All but four states initially
signed on, but a growing num-
ber are bowing out, and many
more are considering it. At least
nine states have left.

We don’t blame states for
changing course. While many

education reform groups, busi-
ness leaders and prominent pol-
iticians have strongly supported
the Common Core, what started
as a states-led effort got usurped
by the federal government. The
Obama administration ulti-
mately tied relief from the ed-
ucation benchmarks under the
now-replaced No Child Left Be-
hind law to states adopting
the content standards. And the
feds helped fund the standard-
ized tests aligned with Common
Core.

Some of the GOP pushback is
related to the content itself, yet
much of the distaste comes from
the perceived stranglehold of the
former administration over state
education decisions.

That’s a valid concern. And
many Michigan Republicans
took office tasked by their con-
stituents to do away with the
Common Core. This happened

on the State Board, too, which
Democrats firmly controlled for
years. Former state Rep. Tom
McMillin and Nikki Snyder, a
nurse, both ran on platforms op-
posing the core and they won,
unseating board president John
Austin. They are now encour-
aging the Legislature to reverse
course.

Rep. Gary Glenn, R-Midland,
has introduced a bill this session
that would repeal the standards
and instead implement the ones
Massachusetts had prior to that
state’s adoption of the Common
Core. This isn’t a new idea. Sen.
Patrick Colbeck had similar leg-
islation last session.

Massachusetts is held as the
gold standard for schools, and
much of its success started well
before the Common Core, so
Michigan lawmakers believe it
serves a good model.

“Michigan students deserve

the best standards, proven by
actual test results,” Glenn said
in a statement. “And ultimately,
our own local school boards
and educational leaders — not
the federal government — know
what’s best for Michigan stu-
dents.”

The House’s Michigan Com-
petitiveness Committee, chaired
by Speaker Pro Tem Lee Chat-
field, R-Levering, held a hearing
on this issue Wednesday. Chat-
field has supported repealing
the standards.

But lawmakers must con-
sider the costs of backing away
from the Common Core. Schools
have already implemented
the standards and they have
shaped teaching, curriculum
and state tests. All that would
have to change. The House Fis-
cal Agency says it would cost the
state at least $27 million, but
likely more. Other estimates put

the cost as high as $300 million.
Changing the new M-STEP

test, which is based on the Com-
mon Core and is only three
years old, would also make it
difficult to measure progress (or
lack thereof) in classrooms and
districts.

Michigan needs consistency.
Schools can’t be expected to
meet wildly changing targets.

Lawmakers should take sol-
ace in having Betsy DeVos as
the new federal education chief.
Even though she was an early
proponent of the Common
Core, she has also maintained
her support of state control of
schools.

The Legislature is right to
want Michigan students meet-
ing the best goals, but a com-
plete overhaul would likely do
more harm than good.

The Detroit News (March 15)
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State should keep ‘common’ school standards

Louise
Plachta

“This is a hard-power bud-
get,” the White House budget di-
rector announced on Thursday,
and he wasn’t wrong: Only three
cabinet departments — Defense,
Homeland Security and Veter-
ans Affairs — see their spend-
ing increase, while drastic cuts
would come to such soft-power
centers as the State Department
and the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

A few words on behalf of soft
power, then. Never mind that
President Donald Trump’s bud-
get blueprint is almost comically
incomplete and almost certainly
unpassable. The assumptions it
makes about America’s role in the
world — and the federal govern-
ment’s role in America — deserve
to be challenged.

Trump’s plan to boost defense
spending at the expense of al-
most all else would undermine
decades of U.S. leadership. Con-
sider its proposal to walk away
from the global fight against cli-
mate change.

Trump and his EPA admin-
istrator may not believe climate
change is real, but his secretary
of state and many of his gener-
als do. In fact, the Pentagon has
described it as “an urgent and
growing threat to our national se-
curity.” Cutting annual funding
to developing countries to fight
climate change — it amounts
to about twice what the Penta-
gon spends each year on mili-
tary bands — would only make it
harder for them to address nat-
ural disasters and may increase

the odds of refugee flows and
conflicts over basic resources. It
would also reduce U.S. influence
in countries most vulnerable to
such risks. . . .

But cutting back on things like
cultural exchanges while “hard-
ening” embassies — the top item
touted in the State Department
section of Trump’s budget hand-
out — makes it harder for diplo-
mats to do their jobs and sends
the wrong signal about America.
As the current Secretary of De-
fense James Mattis once put it:
“If you don’t fund the State De-
partment fully, then I need to buy
more ammunition.”

That would be a bad choice for
all concerned.

Bloomberg View (March 17)
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Trump’s budget ignores the benefits of soft power

Astatistic that
concernsme is
one that appeared
in amagazine
article stating
that, according to
research reported
in “Pediatrics,”
there is 23 percent
more gun violence
in PG-13movies
than in R-rated
ones.
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