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At left, Eric Ode reads from his book “When You’re a Pirate Dog and Other Pirate Poems.” At right, Ode sang 
and read stories to students as well as talked to them about persistence and the importance of working 
toward achieving dreams.

BY EMILEE NIELSEN 
Daily News staff writer 

GREENVILLE — Eric Ode has 
written 11 books of stories and 
poems for children. 

The Washington-based author 
tours the country and even the 
world with a program of high 
crowd participation singing, story-
telling and speaking. 

A former elementary school 
teacher himself, Ode visited all 
four Greenville elementary schools 
Monday and today to perform his 
program in honor of March is 
Reading Month. 

Kathy Maguire, Baldwin Heights 
media center assistant, said the 
schools try to secure an author to 
visit students each year in March. 
She said it’s the hope some stu-
dents might be inspired to get 
involved with writing later in life. 

“When (Ode) was younger, he 
started writing, and that’s what 

spurred him onto wanting to be an 
author later,” she said. “A real, live 
author is awesome to kids. That’s 
why we want authors to come, so 
(students) see they’re just normal 
people that grew and learned to 
write.” 

Ode performed myriad songs 
and read some stories, first for the 
kindergarten through second-
grade students at Baldwin Heights 
and then the third- through fifth-
grade students Monday afternoon. 

One of the songs he sang told the 
tale of a mole and a shrew who fell 
in love but told each other lies to 
make themselves sound better. In 
the end, they told the truth and 
still cared about each other despite 
their initial dishonesty. 

After he finished singing the 
song to the second group of stu-
dents, he asked them what the dif-
ferent elements of stories are and if 
the song he sang had those ele-
ments. 

Ode said he likes to talk about 
writing, the writing process, ele-
ments of storytelling and other 
academic topics associated with 
writing with the older students. 
For the younger students, he talks 
about writing and creativity but in 
simpler terms. The core message he 
hopes to drive home to both the 
younger and the older students is 
to be persistent and to never give 
up on dreams. 

“With the youngest kids, the goal 
is to help them understand … 
they’re creative people and they 
have good ideas,” Ode said. “In 
both cases (for younger and older 
students), I like to share stories 
about the struggles of getting pub-
lished traditionally and … the 
importance of persistence. You just 
keep trying to improve in whatever 
it is you’re trying to do.” 

Ode will be speaking as the key-
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OPINION

AUTHOR SPREADS 
LOVE OF READING

Daily News/Emilee Nielsen 

Author Eric Ode reads his book “Dan, the Taxi Man” to lower elementary students at Baldwin Heights 
Elementary School Monday afternoon. Ode visited Greenville elementary schools Monday and today as part 
of March is Reading Month.

Washington storyteller visits  
Greenville elementary schools  

■ Majority of purchase 
funded by $2 million  
in SAW grant funding

BY CORY SMITH
Daily News senior staff writer

GREENVILLE — In response to 
receiving funds from a state grant, 
this city is now preparing to take 
action by purchasing necessary 
asset management equipment. 

During the March 21 meeting of 
the Greenville City Council, 
Wastewater Superintendent Shawn 
Wheat presented the council with a 
proposal to purchase cameras in 

connection with the city’s wastewa-
ter treatment plant. 

After receiving $2 million in state 
funding through a Stormwater, 
Asset Management and Wastewater 
(SAW) grant from the Michigan 
Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ), Wheat and other 
city officials are beginning to put 
grant funds, in combination with 
city funds, to use. 

According to Wheat, the city 
solicited bids for the purchase of a 
camera system to video and record 
sanitary and storm sewer lines in 
the city. 

The lowest bidder meeting speci-
fications was M-Tech Equipment of 

Cleveland, Ohio, in an amount not 
to exceed $202,870. 

Additional bids were received 
from Bell Equipment of Lake Orion 
in the amount of $228,300, and 
Jack Doheny Companies of 
Northville at $201,100. Although 
Jack Doheny Companies was the 
lowest bidder, Wheat said they did 
not meet the city’s specifications. 

The council unanimously 
approved the proposal to purchase 
the equipment at a cost not to 
exceed $202,870. 

The SAW grant will pay for 
$114,408 (57 percent), which leaves 

Greenville buys equipment to 
video and record sewer system

Daily News/Cory Smith

Greenville Wastewater Super-
intendent Shawn Wheat reviews 
details of purchasing cameras in con-
nection with the city’s wastewater 
treatment plant during the March 21 
Greenville City Council meeting. 

Doggie 
dining
■ Bills would allow citizens 
to dine out with their dog

BY CAITLIN TAYLOR
Capital News Service

When dining out for dinner, who 
always seems to be missing? The 
lonely four-legged friend at home.

Bills proposed in the House and 
Senate are aiming to change this. 
Dogs would be allowed to dine with 
their owners at restaurants with 
outdoor patios.

As a pet owner, Sen. Margaret 
O’Brien, R-Portage, who re-intro-
duced the bill in the Senate, said 
she understands the desire to spend 
time with your dog after working 
all day.

She also said there are people 
who like to travel in Michigan with 
their pets, but find it difficult when 
it comes time for a meal.

“We have hotels that allow dogs 
and dog parks, but if you want to 
experience any type of dining, you 
really can’t,” O’Brien said. “The fact 
that their pet can’t come is chang-
ing their experience.”

The legislation would allow cus-
tomers who are at least 18 years old 
to eat with their dogs, as long as the 
animals are on a leash. The dog 
would not be allowed on a chair, 
table or customer’s lap.

To participate, restaurants would 
first have to notify their local health 
department. They would also be 
required to have a separate entrance 
to the outdoor seating area, so the 
dog would not enter the restaurant.

Staff would have to clean up 
waste at least once daily, and 
employees who touch a dog would 
have to immediately wash their 
hands.

Some restaurateurs across the 
state are thrilled at the possibility 
of customers dining with their 
dogs.

Marilyn Cunic, owner of the Blu 
Moon, a French/Japanese fusion 
bistro in Ludington, said her busi-
ness is staffed with many dog advo-
cates. She said legislation should 
allow dogs on outdoor patios.

“Ludington is a real dog-loving 
community,” Cunic said. “I think 
our customers would really support 
this choice.”

For customers who may find din-
ing with dogs off-putting, Cunic 
said Blu Moon’s upstairs patio 
would remain dog-free. This way, 
she said, there would be a space for 
everyone.

Some local restaurants already 
call themselves “pet-friendly” — 
and therefore support the proposal 
— though the state technically bans 
dogs at all restaurants. One such 
restaurant is J & S Hamburg, a 
burger joint in Traverse City.

“We have dogs (on the patio) all 
the time,” said assistant manager 
Jennifer Coty. “We have dogs’ water 
bowls and everything. We love it.”

Other restaurateurs, like Mike 
Karas, owner of Salt & Pepper 
Savory Grill and Pub in Holland, 
remain skeptical of allowing dogs at 
their businesses.

“We are all huge animal lovers, 
and we all have pets,” Karas said. 
“But we are just going to stay with 
allowing service dogs.”

Karas said his major concern 
would be keeping up with the pets’ 
waste, and the possibility of dogs 
not getting along. Some guests 
could get hurt, he said, if custom-
ers’ dogs get into fights.

“You’re going to offend some-
one,” he said. “So we are just trying 

SEE VIDEO, PAGE 2
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In The 
Kitchen
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Special to The Daily News

GREENVILLE — DECA is a competi-
tive and educational organization designed 
to challenge high school marketing stu-
dents while promoting all related career 
fields. 

More than 4,100 marketing students 
from all over Michigan recently competed 
at the DECA State competition at the Cobo 
Center in Detroit. Thirteen of 35 Greenville 
High School DECA competitors received 
recognition for their performance while in 
Detroit, and eight will be heading to 
Anaheim, Calif., in late April to compete at 
the International level.

Student qualifiers are responsible for 
raising $1,400 for conference registration, 
lodging, and travel expenses. If you or your 
business are interested in supporting 
Greenville’s young marketing and entre-
preneur students, please consider donat-
ing. Your business name will appear on our 
DECA International T-shirts, the Greenville 
DECA Facebook page, and as well on the 
DECA page on the Greenville Public 
Schools website.

The Greenville High School Jacket 
Depot was one of 367 school stores in the 
nation to achieve Gold Certification for 
2017.

2 DAILY NEWS • Tuesday, March 28, 2017

In Brief
From staff and wire reports

FUNERAL NOTICES

TODAY
Karen A. Gerdes — 11:30 a.m., Kroeze-Wolffis Funeral 

Home, Fremont.
WEDNESDAY

Raymond E. Christensen — Memorial graveside services, 
11 a.m., Clear Lake Cemetary. (Marshal Funeral Home, 
Greenville)

Frank L. Nelson — Visitation, 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., Hurst 
Funeral Home, Greenville.

THURSDAY
Robert M. Hauser — Memorial gathering, 2 p.m., Hurst 

Funeral Home, Greenville. 
FRIDAY

Robert A. Gallagher — 11 a.m., St. Mary Catholic Church, 
Carson City. (Lux and Schnepp Funeral Home, Carson City)

SATURDAY
Jaime Robert Fedeli — Memorial gathering, 1 to 5 p.m, 

Buckmaster residence, Greenville.
Roberta E. Minaker — 2 p.m, Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses, Greenville. (Marshall Funeral Home, Greenville.
Sherry Williams — 1 p.m., Ionia Moose Lodge. (Marshall 

Funeral Home, Greenville)

ROBERT A. GALLAGHER, 84
CARSON CITY — Robert A. Gallagher, 84, of Carson City, 

died Sunday. A Mass of Christian burial will be 11 a.m. Friday 
at St. Mary Catholic Church in Carson City. Interment will be 
in Maryknoll Cemetery. Visitation will be from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
with a rosary service starting at 7 p.m. Thursday and from 10 
a.m. until the time of Mass Friday at the church. Arrangements 
have been entrusted to the care of the Lux and Schnepp 
Funeral Home, Carson City, www.luxfuneralhomes.com.

ROBERTA E. MINAKER, 91
GREENVILLE — Roberta E. Minaker, 91, of Greenville, 

died Sunday. Memorial services will be 2 p.m. Saturday at the 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Greenville. 
Arrangements are by the Marshall Funeral Home, Greenville, 
www.marshallfuneralhomeinc.com.

FRANK L. NELSON, 90
GREENVILLE — Frank L. Nelson, 90, of Greenville, died 

Sunday. A time of visitation will be from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday at Hurst Funeral Home, Greenville. Private inter-
ment will be in Hillside Cemetery, Entrican. Arrangements 
have been entrusted to Hurst Funeral Home, Greenville, 
www.hurstfh.com.

SHERRY WILLIAMS, 43
GREENVILLE — Sherry Williams, 43, of Lyons, formerly 

of Ionia, died Feb. 15. Memorial services will be 1 p.m. 
Saturday at the Ionia Moose Lodge.  Arrangements are by the 
Marshall Funeral Home, Greenville, www.marshallfuneral-
homeinc.com.

Obituaries on Page 8

County hears audit, 
continues investigation

STANTON — The Montcalm 
County Board of 
Commissioners on Monday 
night heard an audit report 
from its new auditing firm and 
continued pursuing legal action 
against its former auditing 
firm.

After meeting in closed ses-
sion with attorney John Axe 
from Clark Hill for an hour, 
commissioners unanimously 
approved authorizing Clark Hill 
to continue to pursue legal 
action being contemplated 
against the county’s longtime 
auditing firm Abraham & 
Gaffney.

Last year, commissioners 
hired Gabridge & Co. as the 
county’s new auditing firm 
after deciding not to renew the 
county’s contract with 
Abraham & Gaffney due to 
alleged errors and irregularities 
with work performed by 
Abraham & Gaffney and the 
county’s former controller-
administrator Chris Hyzer. This 
past January, commissioners 
took the severed contract a 
step further by hiring Clark Hill 
to investigate and possibly 
bring a lawsuit against 
Abraham & Gaffney.

Commissioners in August 
2016 voted to contract with 
Clark Hill for legal services, to 
contract with Municipal 
Financial Consultants Inc. 
(MFCI) to assist Clark Hill and 
to contract with Rehmann 
Robson for accounting services 
— all to investigate the coun-
ty’s troubled financial situation.

On Monday night, commis-
sioners heard a Sept. 30, 2016, 
audit report from Joe Verlin of 
Gabridge, as well as a presen-
tation from Kristin Hoogerwerf 
of Rehmann Robson about the 
status of corrective action on 
the status of the 2016 audit.

After years of late audits for 
Montcalm County, this year’s 
audit from Gabridge was issued 
in a timely manner, having been 
filed with the state well ahead 
of its March 31 due date.

Gays targeted in 
bathroom arrests

NEW YORK — A lawsuit 
accuses Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey police of 
targeting gay men who use the 
restrooms at New York City’s 
main bus terminal.

The class action lawsuit 
claims Port Authority police 
officers engage in discrimina-
tion by falsely arresting men 
perceived as gay at the Port 
Authority Bus Terminal on 
baseless charges including 
public lewdness and exposure.

The complaint accuses offi-
cers of targeting gays to boost 
quality of life arrest statistics, 
believing that most of those 
arrested will ultimately be 
forced to plead to lesser charg-
es to avoid public humiliation.

The suit was filed Monday 
in Manhattan federal court by 
Winston & Strawn LLP and the 
Legal Aid Society. The plaintiffs 
are seeking a stop to the prac-
tice, as well as compensatory 
and punitive damages.

The Port Authority has 
declined to comment.

Oil in pipeline under 
Missouri River reservoir

The Dakota Access pipeline 
developer said Monday that it 
has placed oil in the pipeline 
under a Missouri River reser-
voir in North Dakota and that 
it’s preparing to put the pipe-
line into service.

Dallas-based Energy Transfer 
Partners made the announce-
ment in a brief court filing with 
the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia. The 
announcement marks a signifi-
cant development in the long 
battle over the project that will 
move North Dakota oil 2000 
miles (1930 kilometers) 
through South Dakota and 
Iowa to a shipping point in 
Illinois. The pipeline is three 
months behind schedule due to 
large protests and the objec-
tions of two American Indian 
tribes who say it threatens 
their water supply and cultural 
sites.

ETP’s filing did not say 
when the company expected 
the pipeline to be completely 
operating, and a spokeswoman 
did not immediately return an 
email seeking additional 
details.

“Oil has been placed in the 
Dakota Access Pipeline under-
neath Lake Oahe. Dakota 
Access is currently commission-
ing the full pipeline and is pre-
paring to place the pipeline 
into service,” the filing stated.

Despite the announcement, 
the battle isn’t over. The 
Standing Rock and Cheyenne 
River Sioux tribes still have an 
unresolved lawsuit that seeks 
to stop the project. The 
Standing Rock chairman did 
not immediately return a call 
seeking comment on ETP’s 
announcement.

The tribes argue that a rup-
ture in the section that crosses 
under Lake Oahe would threat-
en their water supply and 
sacred sites and would prevent 
them from practicing their reli-
gion, which requires clean 
water.

POLICE REPORTS
BELDING — Police responded 

to 30 complaints Friday through 
Sunday. Incidents included:  

FRIDAY
• Found property, 6:20 a.m., 

Demorest.     
• Assault, 10:22 a.m., Kenwood.   
• Suspicious situation, 1:56 

p.m., E. Main.             
SATURDAY

• Warrant arrest, 6:10 p.m., 
Morton.      

• Suspicious subjects, 5:30 
p.m., W. State.   

• Driving without a license, 
10:45 p.m., Orchard.        

SUNDAY
• Assist EMS, 10:57 a.m., 

Kenwood.     
• General assist, 10:44 p.m., 

Kenwood.   

GREENVILLE — Police 
responded to 38 complaints Friday 
through Sunday. Incidents includ-
ed: 

FRIDAY
• Suspicious situation/person/

vehicle, 2:50 a.m., S. Lafayette.     
• Sex offense, 9:23 a.m., N. 

Hillcrest.    
• Smoke scare/smoke odor/no 

fire, 12:58 p.m., E. Coffren.         
• Lost/found property, 4:13 

p.m., W. Carson City. 
SATURDAY

• Disorderly conduct, 1:59 
a.m., S. Lafayette.     

• General non-criminal, 3:01 
a.m., S. Lafayette.   

• Funeral escort, 11:27 a.m., S. 
Franklin.        

• Suspicious situation/person/
vehicle, 2:22 p.m., Elmwood and 
Maplewood.      

SUNDAY
• Liquor inspection, 1:58 a.m., 

S. Lafayette.      
• Property damage accident/

personal injury accident, 11:21 
a.m., Washington and Greenville 
West.   

• False alarms (not fire alarms), 
3:36 p.m., S. Greenville West.         

• Disturbing the peace, 7:19 
p.m., S. Lafayette. 

STANTON — Montcalm 
County Sheriff’s Deputies respond-
ed to 27 complaints Friday through 
Sunday. Incidents included: 

FRIDAY 
• Assault, 5:08 p.m., Almy.  
• Suspicious situation, 5:48 

p.m., Pine and Second.    
• Agency assist, 8:22 p.m., 

Maple Hill and Edgar.         
• Fraud, 10:42 p.m., Main. 

SATURDAY
• Ordinance, 1:01 a.m., Amy 

School.  
• Agency assist, 1:36 a.m., 

Johnson. 
• Suspicious situation, 8:13 

p.m., Greenville and Baker.       
• Agency assist, 8:58 p.m., 

Greenville.      
SUNDAY 

• Larceny, 3:49 p.m., Pine.      
• Ordinance, 4:33 p.m., Dagget.  
• Suspicious situation, 8:37 

p.m., Shaw.        
• Assault, 8:59 p.m., Youngman.   

STANTON — Montcalm 
County Central Dispatch reported 
the following fire calls: 

FRIDAY
• Structure fire, 12:58 p.m., E. 

Coffren, Greenville Department of 
Public Safety. 

• Wildfire, 7:33 p.m., Clifford 
Lake and W. Stanton, Stanton 
Community Fire Department.        

SATURDAY
• Power lines down, 2:03 p.m., 

S. Miller, Sheridan Community Fire 
Department.    

• Power lines down, Briggs, 
2:24 p.m., Sheridan Community 
Fire Department.    

• Miscellaneous situation, 7:02 
p.m., S. Hillman, Sheridan 
Community Fire Department.        

SUNDAY 
• Structure fire, 2 a.m., W. 

Waterwheel, Belvidere Township 
Fire Department.

Courtesy photo

Greenville High School DECA team members include, from left, Hayden Johnson 
— Thrive (international qualifier), Hannah Grant — School Based Enterprise (interna-
tional qualifier), Rylie Jenks — Thrive (international qualifier), Felicia Callahan — School 
Based Enterprise (international qualifier), Kelsea McConnell — Leadership and Teamwork 
Event (state finalist), Alexa Neumann — School Based Enterprise (international qualifi-
er), Devin Fike — Aspire Academy (international qualifier), Chloe Wolfe — Thrive (inter-
national qualifier), Zoe Kerridge — Merit Awards (international qualifier), MacKenzie 
Foster — Quick Serve Restaurant Management (state role-play medalist), Sarah LeBlanc 
— Leadership and Teamwork Event (State Finalist), Ethan Wood — Leadership and 
Teamwork Event (state finalist) and DECA adviser Kelly Roney Not pictured, Leah 
Mockridge — Principles of Marketing (state finalist), Graham McNeil — Sports and 
Entertainment Team Decision Making (state role-play medalist) and Patrick Bridge 
— Sports and Entertainment Team Decision Making (state role-play medalist).

Greenville DECA team 
enjoys success at states

$88,462 that will be paid by the city on a 
lease-to-own basis from the company over 
five years.

“The city is currently in our second year 
of our SAW grant work. Moving forward 
with the grant work and into asset manage-
ment, we will be required to assess and 
grade all of our collection system pipes, not 
in the initial phase of the program, but 
over the next 10 years,” Wheat said.

According to Wheat, what the city plans 
to accomplish in the initial phase of the 
program is cleaning and camera work of 27 
percent of the city’s sewer pipe and 13 per-
cent of its storm sewer pipe, all of the river 
crossings, and smoke testing of most of the 
older system areas and assessment and 
grading of all of the wastewater plant assets. 

Wheat said to accomplish this work, the 
city could either pay a contractor to do the 
work on its own schedule at an inflated 
price, or the city could purchase its own 
equipment and perform the work itself. 

City Manager George Bosanic said with 
the city purchasing the equipment itself, 
there will be added benefit, especially when 
the SAW grant funds are exhausted. 

“After the SAW grant is over with, we’re 
still required to maintain the systems,” he 
said. “So, in essence, we’re paying ourselves 
to do it.”

With Asset Management Programs 
becoming a requirement for municipalities 
in Michigan, Bosanic said he is hopeful that 
in purchasing the equipment, the city can 
be hired to perform the work for other 
communities, thus further justifying the 
purchase of the equipment. 

“I don’t want you to expect, though we 
hope, that those who are not able to do this 
— smaller communities — will actually 
contract with us because they are going to 
have to use it,” he said. “We could actually 
generate some revenue, that is our intent, 
and offset some of these costs.”

csmith@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8277
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to do what’s best for the 
highest number of people.”

O’Brien said the legisla-
tion would not be a man-
date, so restaurateurs like 
Karas’s could deny entry to 
customers with dogs or reg-
ulate the breed of dog 
allowed on patios. She said 
a city or township could 
also choose to opt out alto-
gether by passing a city or 
township ordinance.

O’Brien introduced the 
same bill last year. It passed 

in the Senate but stalled in 
the House. This year, Rep. 
Pamela Hornberger, 
R-Chesterfield Township, 
and two other Republicans 
are co-sponsoring the bill in 
the House.

The Senate bill was 
referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture. The House 
bill was referred to the 
Committee on Regulatory 
Reform.

Committee chairs could 
not be reached for com-
ment.

DOGGIE DINING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

AUTHOR

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
note speaker at the upcoming meeting of 
the Michigan Library Association sched-
uled later this week. 

After Ode performed for the group of 
older students, he gave them the opportu-
nity to ask questions. One of the questions 
he answered was what made him want to 
be a writer.

“I started by writing poetry,” he told the 
students. “When I was teaching, we did 
lots of poetry writing and that made me 
want to try poetry … and it kind of went 
from there.” 

The fourth-grade students at Baldwin 
Heights are working on a poetry unit right 
now and were very excited to share that 
information with Ode upon hearing he 
started out by writing poetry.

enielsen@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8289 

Eric Ode sang and read stories to students 
as well as talked to them about persis-
tence and the importance of working 
toward achieving dreams.

Author Eric Ode sings a song to get Baldwin Heights Elementary School students up on 
their feet during an assembly Monday afternoon. Ode visited all four Greenville ele-
mentary schools Monday and today as part of March is Reading Month.
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