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Morning Sun staff reports

Speed is believed to be a fac-
tor in a one-car crash that killed
a Mt. Pleasant man Monday eve-
ning in Clare County.
William J. Rodriguez, 31, ap-

peared to have been traveling
north on South Old State road
in Lincoln Township shortly be-
fore 7 p.m. when he lost control
of his 2008 Chevrolet Malibu on
a curve at Jefferson Road, accord-
ing to a media release from the
Clare County Sheriff’s Office.
The car left the roadway and

struck both a tree and a utility
pole at the intersection of the
two roads; Rodriguez was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.
The accident remains under in-

vestigation though preliminary
results indicate that speed may
have been a factor, according to
the release.
The sheriff’s office was assisted

at the scene by Mobile Medi-
cal Response, Lincoln Township
Fire and Rescue, the Clare County
Road Commission and the Clare
County accident and reconstruc-
tion team.

MID-MICHIGAN

Mt. Pleasant
man killed in
Clare County
car crash

ByLindaGittleman
For the Morning Sun

Sooner than expected, the
MichiganDepartment of Environ-

mental Quality will begin moni-
toring the Pine and Chippewa riv-
ers this summer.
They will study oxidation, nu-

trients and algae levels as well as

E.coli at some locations.
Employees will be able to deter-

mine if the material is human or
bovine, said Jane Keon, amember
of theHealthy Pine River group as
well as the Pine River superfund
Task Force. According to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Gra-
tiot County has more cows than
people. Gratiot has a population
of less than 42,000 but it’s cows

number more than 47,000.
It also has more than 60,000

pigs.
The MDEQ, however won’t be

testing for anymaterials thatmay
come from swine, Keon said.
The agency though, is respond-

ing to the 60 requests sent out
by members of the Healthy Pine
River group.
The big question among all con-

cerned in the county is what is go-
ing to happen after the tests are
completed.
What if the state determines,

as Alma College Professor Mur-
ray Borrello has stated after nu-
merous tests completed by the col-
lege, that, “The river is choking”?
What then?
No one knows the answer to

Pine, Chippewa will be focus
of environmental quality study

MID-MICHIGAN

State tomonitor local rivers

MINDY NORTON — FOR THE MORNING SUN

This house, located at 206S. University in Mt. Pleasant, will be demolished to make way for a parking lot for Isabella Bank employees. The
four-bedroom, 2,296-square-foot home was built in 1894.

ByMindyNorton
For the Morning Sun
@Mindynorton on Twitter

Isabella Bank is planning a
new parking lot for its employ-
ees in downtown Mt. Pleasant,
but it will have to tear down a
123-year-old house in the pro-
cess.
The home at 206 S. Univer-

sity is surrounded by parking
lots right now, with a current

Isabella Bank employee-park-
ing lot just to the north of the
property.
The house was built in 1894,

according to city ofMt. Pleasant
assessment records.
The house was sold in July

2016 by the estate of Dorothy
Johnson.
Jennifer Brick, a spokes-

woman for Isabella Bank, said
the parking lot is in the plan-
ning stages, but the hope is to

have it completed in the second
quarter of 2017.
It will be an extension of

the current parking lot and
have 17 parking spaces for em-
ployees.
“As Isabella Bank continues

to grow, our need to accommo-
date employee parking grows
as well,” Brick said in an email.
“We want downtown customers
to have a good experience when
visiting local businesses and by

extending our employee park-
ing, downtown parking will be
available for visitors.”
Mt. Pleasant City Planner Ja-

cob Kain said the parking lot
was approved by the city be-
cause it met all of the city code
requirements.
The house, listed on real es-

tate websites as for sale in No-
vember 2015, was listed as hav-
ing four bedrooms and being
2,296 square feet.

MT. PLEASANT

123-YEAR-OLD HOUSE COMING
DOWN FOR BANK PARKING LOT

Employee accommodation cited; four-bedroom home was built in 1894

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

A standing-room-only crowd is
expected at the Isabella County
Planning Commission meeting
Thursday for a public hearing on
zoning amendments for wind en-
ergy conservation systems.

ISABELLACOUNTY

Planners to
discuss zoning
amendments
for wind energy
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DICK SOVA AUTO SALES
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

204 W WRIGHT AVE, SHEPHERD, M 48883

PH: 989-828-6032

2015 Ford F-150
XLT 4X4 Supercrew

Only 18,000 Miles
3.5L EcoBoost Engine, 20” Chrome
Wheels, NAVIGATION, Remote Start

$34,995 /$489 mo.
or about

Only

2017 dodge
grand caravan SXT

Only 12,000 Miles
Leather-Cloth Mix, Stow-N-Go Seating,

Remote Start, Power Everything!

$23,995 /$339 mo.
or about

Only

2016 Jeep cherokee
LaTiTude 4X4

Only 13,000 Miles
Heated Seat/Steering Wheel, Power Seat,

Blind Spot Detection, Remote Start, Backup Camera

$22,995 /$329 mo.
or about

Only

2015 Jeep paTrioT 4X4
high aLTiTude ediTion

Only 19,000 Miles
Leather Interior, Heated Seats,
Power Sunroof, Remote Start

$18,995 /$279 mo.
or about

Only

2016 chevroLeT
cruze premier

Only 6,000 Miles
Brand New Body Style! Leather, Front/Rear
Heated Seats, Unreal Gas MPG, LOADED!

$17,995 /$269 mo.
or about

Only

2015 chevroLeT
equinoX LT
Only 11,000 Miles

Great Gas MPG+, Remote Start,
Backup Camera, Very Spacious

$19,995 /$289 mo.
or about

Only
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A Tribute to Life.

BRANDT, DIANA GAIL (WESTBROOK)
May 5, 1944 and June 
16, 1962 two dates that 
made my life beautiful: 
The date Diana was 
born and our marriage 
into 55 years of love, 
partnership, family, 
adventure, travel and 
sharing a faith that 
grew through the years 
and helped us along 
life’s way. I write this 
as a celebration of her 
life. She will forever 
be my one and only 
love. Diana while busy 
raising our four sons 

helped me in the ownership and operation of radio 
stations KDZA in Pueblo, Colorado, and KCIN in 
Victorville, CA. She was also business manager for 
my advertising firm in Pueblo. With our fourth son 
in college she embarked on a career in retail work
ing for Hudson’s in Okemos, MI. Diana’s activities 
included Pueblo Service League, secretary of the 
Pueblo 43 Rotary wives group, secretary of the Pue
blo Rosemount Museum Auxiliary and Lutheran 
Churches in Colorado, California, Michigan and 
Trinity Lutheran (Corpus Christi, Texas). She was 
treasurer of the Ascension Lutheran Church Chris
tian Art Show in East Lansing, Michigan. Despite 
keeping busy with family and activities, I could al
ways count on her help and advice. In our many 
moves, Diana was always helping and sharing the 
new adventures. Diana enjoyed cooking and bak
ing for her sons, grandchildren and me. She made 
a “mean chocolate chip cookie” and everyone loved 
her “crazy cake.” As companions for life we enjoyed 
traveling together. Trips to England, France and 
Hawaii highlighted our miles on the road and in the 
air. We also enjoyed many family travels through
out the country with our sons. I say goodbye, for 
now, to the best friend one could have. Forever 
Love, Roger. Diana went home to her Lord on June 
1, 2017. She was preceded in death by her parents, 
Robert and Thelma Westbrook, brother Richard 
Westbrook, nephew Rick Westbrook, father and 
mother in law Paul and Ruth (Warskow) Brandt 
and survived by her husband of fifty-five years, 
Roger, four sons, Robert (Michelle) Jenison, MI; 
Ronald (Rebecca) Houston, TX; Randall (Stacey) 
Katy, TX; and AF Lt. Col. Ryan (Melanie), Stuttgart, 
Germany; eleven grand children; sisters Judith 
(Kenneth Benoit), MI and Freda (Richard Jones), 
MI; sister-in-law Sandy Westbrook, NJ.; sister- 
in-law Norma Beck, CA; and sister-in-law Nancy 
Seares (David), FL. Services will be held at 11:00 
A.M. Saturday June 10, 2017 at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 808 Louisiana Avenue with Pastor Dustin 
Beck officiating. Roger and Diana’s family say a 
big thank you to all of the doctors, their nurses, 
staffs and the nurses and staff at Spohn Shore
line Hospital for the care and friendships you gave 
her. A special thank you also to Trinity Lutheran 
Church’s members and Pastor Beck for all of their 
kindness. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be 
made to Trinity Lutheran Church, 808 Louisiana, 
Corpus Christi, TX 78404 or the LCMS Belize Mis
sion (“Missionary Duane Meissner”) PO Box 66861 
St. Louis, MO 63166.

FRANKLIN, TYRESE LADALE
17, passed away on, 
May 26, 2017 in Spring 
Branch, Texas. He 
was born on August 2, 
1999 in Alma, Michi
gan. Tyrese lived in San 
Antonio for three years 
after relocating from 
Wisconsin. He gradu
ated from San Antonio 
Leadership Academy in 
March 2017. During his 
time in San Antonio, he 
was involved in Var
sity Football, Lacrosse, 
wrestling, enjoyed
drawing, skateboard

ing, and video games. Tyrese was a natural, he 
had a gift, everything that he did, he was great at. 
Tyrese is loved by his family and friends so deeply, 
to know him, was to love him. He is remembered 
most for his amazing smile and light that shined 
from within. He could brighten your day with just 
his presence. Tyrese loved to laugh, no matter how 
sad or upset you were, he would make you smile. 
Tyrese is missed by everyone who loved him, but 
he will forever remain in their hearts. He was pre
ceded in death by grandfather, Terry Rush; great- 
grandparents, Angelita Tripp and Elmer Tripp and 
Jack Pannill. Tyrese is survived by his mother, 
Shannon M. Tripp (David Gonzales); father, Ter
rence (Sarah Franklin); sister, Janetta Bozarth; 
brother, Jesus (Chuy) Gonzales; sister, Madi
son Doolittle; sister, Liliana Nolen; sister, Lauryn 
Franklin; brother, Xzavier Gonzales; brother, Liam 
Nolen; sister, Baya Nolen; maternal grandmother, 
Barbara Tripp; maternal grandfather, Mandy 
Tripp; paternal grandmother, Priscilla Franklin; 
great grandmother, Leota Pannill. He was also 
loved by many aunts, uncles and cousins. Funeral 
services will be held on Sunday, June 11, 2017 at 2 
pm at Lux-Moody-Wolfel Funeral Home, Alma with 
Pastor Keith Wise officiating. Interment will follow 
in Pine Grove Cemetery. Visitation will be held on 
Saturday, June 10th from 6-8 pm at the funeral 
home. To view Tyrese’s obituary online or to leave 
a condolence for the family please visit www.luxfu- 
neralhomes.com

GREEN, RICHARD E. “DICK”
Age 84, of Wheeler, passed away Monday, June 
5, 2017 at the Mid-Michigan Medical Center in 
Midland. Dick was born in Wheeler the youngest 
child of George and Rose (McPherson) Green. Af
ter graduating from high school he enlisted with 
the Marines, during the Korean War from 1951 to 
1953. Dick married Doris Kipp on July 24, 1972 
in Wheeler. He worked for many years as a truck 
driver with the Teamsters Union. He enjoyed farm 
sale auctions, reading the newspaper and watch
ing tv. He is survived by his wife Doris, daughter 
Stephanie (Stephen) Oliver, grandson Jason Smith, 
nieces and nephews Stanley Cook, Connie Billings, 
Bonnie Vincent, Ron Gould, Don Gould, sister-in- 
law Debra (Fred) Johnson. Dick was preceded in 
death by his parents, sisters Ethel Cook, Lila Gould 
and brother Benjamin Green. Funeral services will 
be held Thursday, June 8, 2017 at 1 pm at the Lux 
and Whiting Funeral Chapel with Pastor Ed Kreh 
officiating. Interment will be in Wheeler Township 
Cemetery. Visitation will be held Wednesday from 
2 to 4 and 6 to 8 pm at the funeral home. To view 
Dick’s obituary or to leave a condolence for the 
family please visit www.luxfuneralhomes.com.

Lovingi 
Memor

HADUK, LINDA SUE
age 68, of Mt. Pleasant, 
passed away Monday, 

I June 5, 2017, at the 
M MidMichigan Medical

I Center in Midland. Fu- 
I neral Services for Linda 

jH ip, iH will be held at Clark
f I Family Funeral Chapel

I on Thursday, June 8, 
I 2017, at 1 p.m. with

Rev. Robert Pego offi- 
ciating. Interment will 

gpjjp. follow in the Woodland
HH-' IMU Cemetery. A Luncheon
UK*. W will be held in the Tribal

Gym after the Commit
tal Service. The family 

will receive friends on Wednesday, June 7, from 4 
to 8 p.m. Visitation will continue the day of the ser
vice from 12 noon until the time of the service. Me
morial contributions may be made to the Isabella 
County Soup Kitchen. Envelopes will be available 
at the funeral chapel. Linda was born on April 25, 
1949, in Mt. Pleasant, the daughter of Edward Hu- 
dak and Arlene Jackson. She was a member of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe. Linda enjoyed go
ing to Pow Wow’s, bead working, going to casinos, 
playing bingo, and had many special friends, who 
she considered family. Linda is survived by her 
children, Victoria Fisher, Victor Bailey, Shelly (Joie 
Reihl) Bailey, Dennis (Donna) Bailey, and Tonia 
(Keith) Jewell; grandchildren, Randy, Daniel, and 
Jeremy Fisher, Cori Edward Bailey, Nicki Saum, 
Kelly Woodworth, Heather Foster, and Thomas 
Foster, Tony Bailey, and Cassandra Thelen, Jade 
Pelcher, Aaron and Adam Jewell; siblings, twin- 
sister, Mrs. Gilberto Brenda Franco, Kim Aasved, 
and Darlene Wilson; special friend, Jesse Servan- 
tez; aunt, Ruth Lenhart; uncles, Lome and Stewart 
Jackson; and many cousins. Linda was preceded 
in death by her parents; sisters, Patricia Wilson 
and Deb Anderson; grandchildren, Zane Jewell, 
Andres Pelcher, and Jaxon Saum. You may view 
Linda’s obituary online and send a condolence to 
the family, light a memorial candle, or place a me
morial donation at

www. clarkfuneralchapel. com

RODRIGUEZ, WILLIAM JOSE “BJ”
age 31, of Mt. Pleasant 
passed away unexpect
edly on Monday, June 
5, 2017. A Memorial 
Service for Will will be 
held at Potter’s House 
Church on Thursday, 
June 8, 2017, at 2 p.m. 
with Sam and Yolanda 
Forney. The family will 
receive friends the day 
of the service from 12 
noon until the time of 
the service. Memorial 
contributions may be 
made to the family. En
velopes will be available 

at Clark Family Funeral Chapel and the church. 
Will was born on December 14, 1985, in Riverside, 
CA, the son of George and Cheryl (Morris) Rodri
guez. Will enjoyed hunting, fishing, going to family 
BBQ’s, but most important to Will was is son and 
family. He was a loving son and brother. He will be 
greatly missed by all that knew him. Will is sur
vived by his son, Trenton Rodriguez; parents; sib
lings, George Rodriguez, Jr., Eric Rodriguez, Jiaire 
Rodriguez, Kandice Dority, Nicole Rodriguez, and 
Ieisha Rodriguez; fiance, Tiffany Hoenstine; and 
aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, and nephew. Will 
was preceded in death by his sister, Mikayla Ro
driguez; grandparents, Rodriguez and Morris; un
cle, Jesse Morris; niece, Mirah Rodriguez. You may 
view Will’s obituary online and send a condolence 
to the family, light a memorial candle, or place a 
memorial donation at

www. clarkfuneralchapel. com

APEX Clean Energy of Virginia 
has proposed a massive wind 
development for Isabella County 
that would include Wise, Vernon, 
Nottawa, Isabella, Denver and 
Deerfield Townships for the 
first phase, according to the 
group. If that’s the case, the 
company has not yet applied for 
any development in any of the 
townships the county zones.

FROM PAGE 1

It isn’t what some are 
discussing on social me
dia, according to Commu
nity Development Director 
Tim Nieporte, who said 
there are not currently ap
plications from any wind 
turbine companies to lo
cate in any of the town
ships that the county zones.

Rather, Nieporte said, 
planning commissioners 
are going to discuss amend
ments to current zoning to 
add more regulations and 
modify existing regulations 
for any future wind farms.

Noting that the county 
is not “anti wind energy,” 
Nieporte said most of the 
amendments being dis
cussed involve increasing 
setbacks and decommis
sioning, or making provi
sions for removal of any 
turbines after they are no 
longer in use.

“We do amendments 
all the time,” Nieporte 
said. “That’s what the pro
cess is.

“It’s not a hearing for 
any particular applicant.”

Proposed amendments 
to the current ordinance 
also include adding a con
struction timeline; a de
tailed description of the 
complaint resolution pro
cess developed by the appli
cant to resolve complaints 
from nearby residents con
cerning the construction

or operation of the tur
bines; and noise not to ex
ceed 55 decibels from the 
nearest structure, instead 
of the current ordinance 
that measures to the near
est property line.

Isabella County al
ready has some regulatory 
measures in ordinances 
passed in 2008, about the 
same time that wind tur
bines were built in Gratiot 
County, Nieporte said.

Isabella County zones in 
11 townships — Coldwater, 
Gilmore, Sherman, Vernon, 
Nottawa, Isabella, Denver, 
Broomfield, Lincoln and 
Rolland; township boards 
in the others provide their 
own zoning services.

Nieporte has heard about 
rumors and discussions on 
social media, which in
cludes allegations that the 
zoning amendments, if ap
proved, will make Isabella 
County one of the most le
nient in the state for wind 
turbine companies.

A group called the “In

terstate Informed Citizens 
Coalition” has posted on 
social media an “urgent” 
message about the plan
ning commission revising 
the current utility scale 
wind turbine zoning reg
ulations.

Among the concerns 
raised by the coalition is 
that Isabella County would 
be able to build 600-foot 
tall turbines 600 feet from 
neighboring property lines 
and produce 55 decibels of 
night noise “in quiet rural 
areas of Isabella County 
that typically enjoy night 
time noise levels of only 25 
decibels.”

APEX Clean Energy 
of Virginia has proposed 
a massive wind develop
ment for Isabella County 
that would include Wise, 
Vernon, Nottawa, Isa
bella, Denver and Deer
field Townships for the 
first phase, according to 
the group.

If that’s the case, the 
company has not yet ap

plied for any development 
in any of the townships the 
county zones.

Coalition members are 
concerned with noise, but 
Nieporte said most turbine 
companies operate at less 
than 55 decibels, which he 
said not disturbingly loud.

Nieporte, who said he 
has spoken to five or six 
wind power providers, 
noted that the planning 
commission at some point 
must also address zoning 
for solar power.

Representatives from so
lar power firms have also 
discussed bringing that in
dustry to Isabella County, 
Nieporte said.

Saying that much of 
the social media discus
sions are speculations on 
the part of the public, Nie
porte said planning com
missioners want to put in 
place regulations so any 
wind turbine company that 
comes to Isabella County 
in the future must follow 
the regulations the county 
adopts.

Coalition members said 
on social media that most 
Michigan communities 
have adopted wind turbine 
regulations that measure 
turbine noise at property 
lines and limit that noise 
to 35-45 decibels, and that 
most ordinances are re
quiring that wind turbines 
be set back 1,320 to 2,500 
feet from property lines of 
people who have not leased 
their property to the wind 
company.

Study
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that as the state legislature 
would have to take some ac
tion.

Gary Rayburn, leader of 
the HPR group, however, 
said he is grateful that the 
state is conducting its own 
tests and, he said he under
stands that the state will 
share the information with 
the community.

Meanwhile though, the 
Pine River continues to get 
worse, he said.

“I’d say it’s about 10 to 
15 percent worse (than last 
year at the same time),” he 
said.

The Pine’s contamination 
is a human health concern 
and the state agencies have 
to play a role in making sure 
the manure and other con
taminants from the big 
farms don’t end up in the 
river, Borrello said.

He said he had two re
ports this spring from wit
nesses who saw trucks 
dumping manure into the 
river. Some farms hire com
panies to remove the waste 
with no expectation that 
it will be deposited in the 
river, he said.

But by the time the state 
employees respond to a re
port of a violation, it may 
be two days later, making 
it more or less impossible 
to track the violators, Bor
rello said.

He added too, that if

someone makes too many 
reports of violations, that 
person can be fined.

Rules and regulations 
have to be changed for the 
rivers in the state to become 
healthy again.

If as a few believe, the 
contamination is coming 
from humans’ septic sys
tems, then why doesn’t 
the state, like Wisconsin, 
test those systems, asked 
Alma City Manager Phil 
Moore.

The information however, 
gathered by the college indi
cates the major cause of the 
problem is coming from an
imal and not human waste, 
Borrello has stated.

And in order to fix it, “the 
state had to own up that 
we have a problem,” Moore 
said. “It’s not just the Pine.”

Moore said he’s glad the 
state is testing, noting that 
information is critical for re
mediation.

But make no mistake, he 
said. “We do have a prob
lem.”

The Chippewa Watershed 
Conservancy spokeswoman 
Katie Randall said they had 
heard testing on the Chip
pewa would be conducted 
but she hadn’t heard di
rectly from the state.

She suggested the Chip
pewa Tribe’s water depart
ment would know more, but 
there was no response for a 
request for more informa
tion.

The state also did not re
spond to requests for more 
information.

In Loving Memory Of

DR. SAMUEL J. 
CARSON

August 5, 1932 ~ 
June 7, 2016
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