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By Susan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

Chippewa River water levels
are continuing to recede follow-
ing Thursday night’s heavy rains
and despite an isolated one to
two inches of rain that fell Sat-
urday afternoon.

Precipitation amounts the
next two days should be rather
light and will have little to no
effect on the river, according to
the National Weather Service in
Grand Rapids.

However, a warning is still
in effect, and flooding will con-
tinue on the river through Tues-
day, forecasters said, noting that
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ByLindaGittleman
For the Morning Sun

When the news came during
the Pine River Superfund Task
Force meeting that the Environ-
mental Protection Agency had at
last allotted nearly $10million for
the start of the plant site cleanup,
there was applause.

Task Force Chairman JimHall
said he could finally see the sum-
mit of the mountain they’ve been
climbing for nearly two decades.

“We’re moving from Toxic
Town to Turnaround Town,” he
said.

Hall remembers well the begin-
ning of the community actions to
get a clean up 19 years ago.

“I thought (then) that in five
years it’ll be all cleaned up,” he
said, with a rueful laugh.

A great deal of preparation
was needed and has already
taken place. More is still needed
in terms of the pump and treat
system for the groundwater later
on, but the thermal remediation
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The driver of this pickup was not aware that Loomis Road had washed away under the water on the roadway Saturday night, county
officials said.

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

If there’s one thing Jim Pohl wishes mo-
torists would do, it’s to turn around when
they come upon a “road closed” sign.

Pohl, road maintenance superintendent
for the Isabella County Road Commission,
was on call over the weekend and dealt with
a few drivers who ignored the signs and
ended up trapped.

In one case, Pohl, police and others dealt
with a pickup truck driver Saturday night
who didn’t realize a water-covered Loo-
mis Road north of Rosebush Road was not
merely underwater.

It was gone.
Now, so is the value of the truck, Pohl

said.
“We know they’re gaping holes,” he said.

“We know the (culverts) have washed away
to Midland County.”

In another incident, officials including
Pohl were called to Crawford Road south
of Grass Lake Road, where a driver and pas-

senger were trapped because water in the
roadway was too deep to get through.

Pohl is begging motorists to not drive
around barricades because nobody knows
whether roadways that are submerged are
washed away or intact until the water level
drops.

After Thursday night and Friday morn-
ing’s pouring rain, there were roughly 125
to 140 roads in Isabella County that were
closed because of flooding.

So many were closed that Pohl and other
road commission workers had to call neigh-
boring counties to borrow road closed signs
because they ran out.

How many of those roads are still intact
can’t be determined until the murky water
level in the Chippewa and other rivers drop
to allow inspections.

Some of those roads have reopened - in-
cluding M-20 between Meridian and Not-
tawa roads that the Michigan Department
of Transportation closed Saturday because
of concern that the bridge was going to
wash out - but there are 15 to 20 roads that
are likely going to be closed indefinitely
because they collapsed after water rushed
through and around the culverts under the
pavement, Pohl said.

“We do not know the severity of the dam-
age,” Pohl said.

A long-standing bridge project appears
to be unaffected by the flooding, accord-
ing to Pohl.

Aerial inspections of the Lincoln Road
bridge over the Chippewa River did not
show any obvious damage but Pohl again
said the extent of any damage won’t be as-
sessed until water levels ebb.

Road commission crews worked around
the clock Thursday and Friday, and all day
Saturday, Pohl said.

He expects there will be much overtime
this week as crews work from 6 a.m. until
dark, and Pohl is hopeful that the flooding
will subside enough during the week to as-
sess the damages.

Road commission crews will work to get
as many roads passable as they can by the
Independence Day holiday, according to
Pohl.

If it weren’t for help from Mt. Pleasant
businesses, the roads would be in worse
shape, Pohl said.

Central Asphalt and Central Concrete,
part of the Fisher Companies, volunteered
trucks and equipment to haul crushed con-
crete to washed out roads, and Hubscher
Sand and Gravel workers were running
overtime to ensure the county had enough
gravel to begin repairing roadways, accord-
ing to Pohl.
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SOME ROADS TO BE
CLOSED INDEFINITELY

BySusanField
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As Isabella County residents
cope with flooded basements and
other issues arising from Thurs-
day night’s heavy rainfall, federal
officials are helping emergency
management officials in assess-
ing the damage.

Isabella County Emergency
Management and certified asses-
sors from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency on Sunday
started going door-to-door to con-

duct a preliminary assessment of
stormdamage in areas believed to
have been impacted by the flood-
ing, County AdministratorMarga-
retMcAvoy said in amedia release
issued Sunday.

Assessors are wearing identifi-
able vests are providing the ser-
vice in cooperationwith the coun-
ty’s disaster response.

Collecting the preliminary in-
formation is necessary to fulfill
the requirements of the state’s
declaration of emergency, McA-
voy said.

It will help state officials deter-
mine if assistance will be granted
after roughly 5 to 7 inches of rain
fell Thursday night and Friday
morning in Isabella and Midland

counties.
If officials determine that as-

sistance is available to residents
or property owners through the
state, more information will be
provided to guide resident with
storm damage about the process
and procedures involved, McA-
voy said.

Residents and owners of dam-
aged properties are urged to call
989-779-1452 if they do not get a
visit from a volunteer or assessor
on Sunday.

In addition to FEMA officials
and emergency management as-
sessing damage, Isabella County
Central Dispatch sent a recorded
telephone message to residents

ISABELLACOUNTY

Emergencymanagement, FEMA assessing flood damage
Officials, volunteers
going door-to-door

Mt. Pleasant
fire and police
officials, FEMA
assessors and
others gather
at the police
department to
plan out their
door-to-door
assessments
of properties
believed to have
been damaged
by Thursday’s
flooding.
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Others reopening as
flood water subsides
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Age 92, of Elwell, passed
away Saturday, June
24, 2017 at Schnepp
Senior Care and Rehab
Center in St. Louis with
his family by his side.
He was born November
22, 1924 in the Alma
the son of Clarence
and Dora (Hutchinson)
Fairchild. On Novem-
ber 1, 1969 he married
Jane Ruth Baker in
Alma. Willis worked for
Lobdell Manufacturing
in Alma for 30 years be-
fore his retirement. He

also spent many years on the family farm, raising
cattle, pigs, chicken and crops. He was a classic
car enthusiast and collected antique tractors. He
enjoyed going to auction sales. Willis is survived
by his wife of 47 years, Jane Fairchild of Elwell;
children, Jim Fairchild of Lansing, Jan Johnson of
Tennessee, Kim Peterson of Alma, Jody Fairchild of
Japan, Jeff (Pam) McVeigh of Sumner, Joel (Kathy)
McVeigh of Ithaca, Janelle (Keith) Aten of Ithaca
and Duane Fairchild of Riverdale; nine grandchil-
dren and six great-grandchildren. He was preceded
in death by his parents; two sisters; a granddaugh-
ter, Joe’ll Peterson and a great-grandson, Lealin
McVeigh. Funeral services will be held on Friday,
June 30, 2017 at 1 pm at Lux-Moody-Wolfel Fu-
neral Home with Pastor George Shower and Rev.
+/;98/11 .#4"=%91/:=; #<-$5/75%:) 0%7=;'=%7 (511
follow in Seville Township Cemetery. Visitation will
be held on Thursday, June 29th from 6-8pm at the
funeral home. To view Willis’ obituary online or to
leave a condolence for the family please visit

www.luxfuneralhomes.com

FAIRCHILD, WILLIS D.

Age 88, of Shepherd,
passed away unexpect-
edly Saturday, June
24, 2017, in Newberry,
Michigan. Funeral
Services for Eleene will
be held at 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, June 28, at
Clark Family Funeral
Chapel with Pastor
Terry Wilson of Har-
mony Baptist Church
#<-$5/75%:) , 14%$8=#%
will follow the service in
78= 3=*=$75#%9 3=$=!-
tion Center. Interment
will take place in Kelly

Cemetery. The family will receive friends from 6-8
p.m. on Monday, June 26, and 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 27, at Clark Family Funeral Chapel.
Memorial contributions may be made to Woodland
Hospice House. Envelopes will be available at the
funeral chapel. Eleene was born May 29, 1929, in
Gratiot County, the daughter of Ernest and Olive
(Wiser) Shattuck. She graduated from Vestaburg
High School. Eleene married Homer Guthrie on
May 23, 1948, in Gratiot County and was a home-
maker. She was a member of Harmony Baptist
Church. Eleene loved staying busy with her fam-
51& /%" =%2#&=" -985%: /%" :/;/:= 9/1=9) 61==%= 59
survived by her children Danny (Elizabeth) Guth-
rie of Shepherd, Mary Jane (Edward) Toth of Cole-
man and Terry (Gloria) Guthrie of Mt. Pleasant;
12 grandchildren; many great-grandchildren and
great-great-grandchildren; brothers Elton Dean
(Shirley) Shattuck of Mt. Pleasant and Gary Shat-
tuck of Vestaburg; and sister Marilyn Russell of
Vestaburg. Eleene was preceded in death by her
parents, her husband Homer Guthrie on Septem-
ber 15, 2010; son David Guthrie on June 20, 2016;
brother Wavel and three sisters Naomi, Geraldine
and Joyce. You may view Eleene’s obituary online
and send a condolence to the family or light a me-
morial candle at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

GUTHRIE, ELEENE ESTHER

A Tribute to Life.
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Sunday afternoon, warn-
ing of the dangers of hir-
ing unlicensed contractors
to repair any damages. “Un-
scrupulous, unlicensed con-
tractors often prey on vic-
tims of natural disasters,”
according to the message,
which was also posted on
the dispatch Facebook page.
“Residents should work

with their insurance com-
pany when hiring contrac-
tors. “Residents should ask
for proof of Michigan licen-
sure and insurance for pro-
spective contractors.”
As emergency crewswere

at work in Isabella County,
State Rep. Roger Hauck,
R-Mt. Pleasant; U.S. Rep.
John Moolenaar, R-Mid-
land; Michigan Attorney
General Bill Schuette and
other state and county offi-
cials on Sunday asked Gov.
Rick Snyder to request an
emergency declaration from
FEMA for both counties.

Following Midland and
Isabella Counties declaring
emergencies on Friday, a
state disaster was declared,
allowing state dollars to as-
sist in clean-up efforts.
However, mid-Michigan

leaders are concerned that
the cost and scope of the
damage may require addi-
tional federal assistance, ac-
cording to a media release
issued Sunday afternoon by
Schuette.
“I urge the governor to

ask for federal assistance so
Midland and Isabella Coun-

ties and the surrounding re-
gion will have access to fed-
eral resources to recover
and cleanup in response to
this flooding,” said Moole-
naar. Schuette is concerned
that state funding will not
be sufficient for repairing
the damages.
“Hundreds of homes,

businesses, farms, roads
and bridges have been heav-
ily damaged from the rag-
ing flood waters, and fed-
eral assistance is needed
to help families throughout
Midland and Isabella Coun-
ties recover,” said Schuette.

“We all encourage Gov-
ernor Snyder to work with
FEMA to ensurewehave the
resources to cleanup and re-
build damaged homes, busi-
nesses and infrastructure.”
Consumers Energy has

been also working with of-
ficials in Isabella and Mid-
land counties to disconnect
natural gas service to more
than 100 customers and
electricity to 60 customers
since Friday morning.
Gas and electricity were

disconnected for safety rea-
sons and to prevent damage.
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could start in the fall, Hall
said.
That clean up will be

the in-place burning - via
electricity- of the contami-
nants underground on the
Velsicol Chemical plant
site.
According to Tom Al-

camo, the EPA’s site man-
ager and reported by task
force secretary Jane Keon,
“the electrical circuit con-
struction is underway, with
a ready date of July. The
foundations are set for the
thermal treatment equip-
ment.

“The road through the
plant site has been com-
pleted,” she continued.
“Groundwater modeling

is underway to help de-
termine how many pumps
(are needed)and their op-
timal locations around the

plant site for the pump-
and-treat system.
“A treatability study

will be necessary,” she re-
ported. “Design work is
underway for the second
thermal treatment loca-
tion, where the DDT plant
used to be.”
After all these years

working to get rid of the
contaminants left by Vels-
icol - DDT and PBB are two
of the biggest - Hall said he
feels he can rest assured.
“(The EPA) won’t stop

until they’re done,” Hall
said. “They’ve already in-
vested in stage 1.”
Alcamo will report on

the cleanup’s impact on the
community at nextmonth’s
meeting.

Cleanup
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PINE RIVER SUPERFUND CITIZEN TASK FORCE

During World War II, Velsicol — then Michigan Chemical
Corp. — was a prime supplier of DDT to the U.S. military.
This railroad car funneled containers of the chemical out
of St. Louis.

residents should tune into
NOAA Weather Radio to
get more information.
At 10 a.m. Sunday, the

river rose to 11.2 feet; the
flood stage is eight feet,
according to meteorolo-
gists.
Moderate flooding has

been happening and mi-
nor flooding is in the fore-
cast.
Forecasters expected

the river to fall below 11
feet by Sunday afternoon
and are predicting that it
will fall below eight feet
by late Tuesday night.
Impact of 11 feet was re-

portedly moderate flood-
ing of homes in the north
part of Mt. Pleasant, ac-
cording to the NWS.
The threat for heavy

rain is being monitored
in the Wednesday through
Friday time frame this
week, forecasters said.
There is a slight chance

of showers earlier in the
week as well.
Today’s forecast calls

for a slight chance of
showers, with thunder-
storms, possible after 2
p.m., with mostly cloudy
skies and a high near 65.
Monday night is ex-

pected to be mostly cloudy
with a low around 48 and
a chance of showers and
thunderstorms before 8
p.m., then a slight chance

of showers between 8 p.m.
and 2 a.m. Tuesday.
Tuesday’s forecast calls

for mostly sunny skies
with a high near 73.
Tuesday night is ex-

pected to be partly cloudy
with a low around 52, me-
teorologists said.
There is a 50 percent

chance of showers and
thunderstorms after 2
p.m. Wednesday, which
is expected to be partly
sunny with a high near 77.
Wednesday night’s fore-

cast calls for a chance
of showers and thun-
derstorms, then show-
ers likely and possibly a
thunderstorm after 8 p.m.,
with cloudy skies and a
low around 64.
There is expected to be

a chance of showers and
thunderstorms Thursday
before 2 p.m., with mostly
cloudy skies and a high
near 79.
Thursday night’s fore-

cast calls for a chance
of showers and thunder-
storms after 2 a.m. with
mostly cloudy skies and a
low around 62.
Friday is expected to

be mostly cloudy with a
high near 77, and there is
a chance of showers and
thunderstorms, forecast-
ers said. Friday night’s
forecast calls for a chance
of showers and thunder-
storms with mostly cloudy
skies and a low around 60.
Saturday is expected

to be partly sunny with a
high near 77.

Weather
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Precipitation
amounts the
next two days
should be rather
light andwill
have little to no
effect on the
river, according
to theNational
Weather Service
in GrandRapids.

By Barberi Law
For Digital First Media

For 10 years, Aydn
Schwartz, 13, has volun-
teered at HopeWell Ranch
in Weidman. During the
summer, he is there three
days a week, and dur-
ing the school year he is
there every Wednesday.
His hard work and dedi-
cation spurred his mom
to nominate him to win a
mountain bike from Bar-
beri Law’s Bikes for Kids
program.
Schwartz was excited

when his mom, Lisa, told
him he had won a bike.
“I didn’t know I was

nominated,” he said. “She
just bombed me and told
me that.”
Lisa said she was

“speechless” when she
found out her son was go-
ing to be recognized. She
spoke about his volunteer
work at HopeWell in her
nomination.
“Aydn has self lessly

toiled in serv ice to
HopeWell Ranch for lit-
eral years of his life,” she
wrote. “His first visit was
at 3 years old, when he
went to help his dad erect
a hay barn. At 7, he began
in the junior volunteer
program and has consis-
tently been there two to
three days per week each
summer since. … He loves
the ranch and will stop at
nothing to see it be a place
where anyone can belong.”
HopeWell Ranch, a non-

profit organization, uses
horses to reach out to
children and people who
may have emotional, spir-
itual, physical and social
needs. Lisa said the ranch
has helped Schwartz, even
more than he has helped
them.
“It gives him a place to

be himself,” she said. “It
has helped him develop
his character and self-es-
teem.”
Schwartz said his favor-

ite thing about the ranch is
the horses, especially when
he gets to ride Roman.
“I do anything they need

me to do, like picking up
manure or cleaning port-
a-potties,” he said.
Jodi and Ty Stuber, own-

ers of HopeWell; along
with Schwartz’s mom; his
dad, Joel; and three of
his siblings, came to Mo-
torless Motion in down-
town Mt. Pleasant to see
Schwartz pick out his new
bike, helmet and lock. Jodi
talked about what makes
Schwartz a great volun-

teer.
“His willingness,” she

said. “He’s always will-
ing to do what needs to be
done. He doesn’t slouch.
He’s an amazing young
man.” Attorney Joseph
Barberi enjoys meeting the
bike winners, their fami-
lies and friends. He gives
the children a certificate
recognizing them for their
acts of kindness.
“It was a pleasure to

meet Aydn and his fam-
ily,” Barberi said. “Jodi and
Ty invited me out to the
ranch, and I look forward

to seeing the work they do
to help others.” Schwartz
said it makes him happy to
help other people.
“I like their expressions

the most,” he said.
Schwartz is home-

schooled in Lake Isabella,
and he is looking forward
to riding his bike this sum-
mer, when he’s not playing
with his Legos or spending
time at the ranch.
“This is the nicest bike

I’ve ever had,” he said.
Barberi Law will give

away seven more moun-
tain bikes this summer,

through the middle of Au-
gust. Nominations of 150
words or less can be sub-
mitted online at www.bar-
berilawfirm.com/bikes-
forkids. Or, a form can be
picked up at the Barberi
Law office and emailed to
rgould@barberilawfirm.
com. There is no specific
criteria for the nomina-
tions, other than recogniz-
ing a child who has done
something kind for oth-
ers or who has positively
impacted his/her friends,
community, school or fam-
ily.
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HopeWell volunteer gets third
bike in summer giveaway

PHOTO COURTESY BARBERI LAW

Aydn Schwartz, 13, tests out the mountain bike he won as part of Barberi Law’s Bikes
for Kids program.
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