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A Riverdale man who cut his
c ou r t - o r d e r e d
tether has been ap-
prehended.
After several

tips received on
Facebook to the
Gratiot County
Sheriff’s office Ja-
cob Lehner, 18,
was found at about
4 p.m. Friday at a
motel in Edmore,
according to sheriffDougWright.
“Aftermuch talking, he decided

to open the door (and give up),”
Wright said.
Negotiations between Lehner

and the state police, and Gra-

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Man found
in Edmore
after alert

BySeanBradley
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@MorningSunSean on Twitter

Although it is known that the
Pine River has a history of high
E. coli levels, the question of how
that impacts those recreating in
the river has not been studied ex-
tensively until now.
Preliminary data from a study

done by Alma College students
and professors who fished on the

Pine River upstream of the Alma
dam — also known as the Alma
Impoundment — found that 78
percent of nine volunteer anglers
who dipped their hands in thewa-
ter had E. coli on them, and 100
percent of the anglers in the study
had traces of fecal coliform bacte-
ria at some point. Coliform bacte-
ria lives in the intestines of warm-
blooded animals.
The study, led by Alma College

student HunterWilson, was done

via two fishing trips, one on July
28 and another on Aug. 8. The
information presented Thursday
at a meeting of the Healthy Pine
River Group at the Alma Public
Library is based on the nine vol-
unteers who participated in fish-
ing on Aug. 8.
However, the state Depart-

ment of Natural Resources’ web-
site classifies the site as “fam-
ily-friendly fishing waters” and
indicates that Alma has no fish

consumption advisories.
“The designation of family-

friendly fishing waters has to
do with availability of shore and
peer fishing. It has nothing to do
with the water quality,” said Jim
Baker, the fisheries unit manager
for southern Lake Huron fisher-
iesmanagement unit in the DNR’s
Bay City office.
More of the group’s prelimi-

nary results included that shore
locations — where many chil-

dren fish — had higher num-
bers of E. coli, and that fecal co-
liform bacteria and E. coli were
found on hands even when a fish
hadn’t been caught yet, meaning
it was found on fishing lines be-
ing touched, and on fishing bait
and water.
“People who hadn’t even caught

a fish had signs of E. coli,” Wilson
said Thursday.
Baker commented on this in re-

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Data shows E. Coli impact on fishermen
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After 28years as executive director of the Isabella County Commission on Aging, Brenda Upton is retiring Sept. 8. An open house is planned
for that day with a special program at 2:30p.m.

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

For nearly 30 years, Brenda
Upton has been a staple at the
Isabella County Commission on
Aging.
Upton has seen a lot of

changes, and although modest
about it, has been responsible
for much of the improvements
to the agency over the years.
Under Upton’s leadership, the

COA built a new facility that is
now paid for, worked hard with
others to get voters to approve a
millage for the building and for
expanded services, and guided
the agency to be what many se-

niors see as a gem in the com-
munity.
Upton, who began her career

at the COA as executive direc-
tor in February 1989, is getting
ready to leave the job she has
loved to join in the ranks of the
retirees who go to the COA for
meals, fellowship, classes and
other activities.
Originally from Maple Rap-

ids, Upton is retiring Sept. 8
but plans on staying in Isabella
County.
“It’s my home,” she said. “This

is where I’ll stay.”
Upton, who before coming to

Isabella County worked at the
Ionia County Commission on
Aging and the Clinton County

Senior Citizens office, plans on
staying active in the community,
traveling and taking art classes
in retirement.
Upton, who earned a bache-

lor’s degree fromWesternMich-
igan University in secondary ed-
ucation and a master’s degree
from the University of Michi-
gan in adult continuing educa-
tion with a specialization in ger-
ontology, has seen a lot in the
time she’s been director of the
COA.
She is impressed with the

community, its response to the
needs of seniors and what the
COA provides.
“It’s been wonderful,” she

said. “I know the community.
“I know the needs of our older

adult program participants. It
lends itself to hopefully under-

standing what the community
needs are.”
Upton has found Isabella

County to be progressive in
many respects, making the COA
a better agency for the residents
it serves.
A senior millage that voters

approved last year replaced a
voter-approved millage that ex-
pired the year before, and Up-
ton sees that as a highlight of
her career.
Millages allowed for the con-

struction of the building on
South Lincoln Road in Union
Township and the expansion of
services, she said.
She also expressed her thanks

to the SaginawChippewa Indian
Tribe, which over the past sev-
eral years given the COA more

ISABELLACOUNTY

LONGTIME COMMISSION ON
AGING DIRECTOR TO RETIRE

CMU grad taking over Sept. 9
By Lisa Yanick Litwiller
llitwiller@michigannewspapers.com
@yanicklitwiller on Twitter

When an older woman admon-
ished a 23-year-old on an Ithaca
street for the treatment of a dog
this week, the younger woman did
not take the criticism lightly, es-
calating the situation by yelling,
swearing and brandishing a gun,
according to police.
A 70-year-old woman was

walking in an Ithaca neighbor-
hood at around 1:30 p.m. Mon-
daywhen she sawAllysonM. Esch
“being mean,” to a dog, said Gra-
tiot County Sheriff Doug Wright.
The older woman asked the

younger to treat the dog more
kindly which apparently angered

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Woman pulls gun
in dispute over
treatment of dog
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retary. Some of her favorite pastimes were golfing,

72; of Six Lakes; passed away Sunday, August 6,
2017, at her home. Cremation has taken place and
no service is planned. Memorial contributions may
be made to the wishes of the family. Envelopes are
available at Charles R. Lux Family Funeral Home
in Mt. Pleasant. Nola was born May 7, 1945, in the
family home in Shepherd, MI, daughter of the late
Arlie and Trina (Mapes) Ingraham. Nola attended
Riverdale elementary and graduated from Alma
High School. On July 31, 1964 she married Ken-
neth G. Kirk and they settled in Six Lakes, Michi-
gan where Nola resided until her passing. Nola was
active in the community, volunteering on the Bel-
vedere Township Planning Committee as the sec-
-'*.-"+ (14' 1& #'- &.)1-!*' 0.,*!4', %'-' $1523$/
gardening, cooking, and baking. Nola played golf
on a league for over 20 years. She loved being out-
doors and spent many hours sharing that love with
her children and grandchildren. The majority of
her time was spent with her family and grandchil-
dren providing day care for her grandchildren be-
fore they started school. She attended many soccer
games, golf matches and hockey games supporting
her grandchildren’s sport events. Nola’s last few
years were spent at her home, doing things she en-
joyed, mowing lawn and taking walks with her loyal
companion, George, her Labrador Retriever. Nola
is survived by two children, Kelly (Brendan Talty)
Kirk of Mount Pleasant, Gary Kirk of McBride; four
grandchildren, Bercan Talty, Torin Talty, and Sa-
mantha Kirk, Alexandria Kirk; and three sisters,
Sandy Houck of Boyne Falls, Brenda Brink of New
Hampshire, and Gayla (Bruce) Jones of Arizona.
She was preceded in death by her parents; and
husband, Kenneth Kirk in 2014. To leave a condo-
lence for the family or to sign the online guest book
please visit:

www.charlesrlux.com

KIRK, NOLA NAN (INGRAHAM)

A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Esch, who began yelling
and swearing, following
the other woman as she
tried to walk away.
Esch followed the

woman for a block — yell-
ing and swearing thewhole
way — at which point wit-
nesses watched Esch pull

out a small pistol and dis-
play it, Wright said.
Police were sent to the

scene of the confrontation,
recovered the pistol and ar-
rested Esch.
Esch was arraigned in

Gratiot County District
Court for felony charges
of carrying a concealed
weapon and brandishing
a firearm in public, Wright
said. Her bond was set at
$25,000.

Dispute
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tiot County and Mont-
calm County sheriffs’ of-
fices took about 20 min-
utes, according to Wright.
Wright said that tips re-

ceived on Facebook via ac-
quaintances and friends of
Lehner indicated he was
going to attempt to flee
the state.
He said Lehner had

the court-ordered tether
placed on him by the 65B
District Court for a prior

charge of receiving and
concealing stolen property.
Now that Lehner has

been apprehended, he
faces new charges in the
65B District Court.
Lehner faces a felony

charge of tampering with
an electronic monitoring
device, a two-year felony,
and a charge of violating
his probation for the re-
ceiving and concealing sto-
len property charge. This
is a one-year misdemeanor
charge.
However, he has not yet

been re-arraigned on the
new charges.

Alert
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than $8 million.
Now that the building is

paid for, the millage funds
go toward maintenance,
but a majority of the dol-
lars go to services, Upton
said.
Programs that Up-

ton takes pride in offer-
ing seniors include nutri-
tion, home services, foster
grandparents and senior
companions, the “Gold
Key” volunteer program
and activities, including
at the COA and trips.
Each program has sev-

eral sub-programs as well,
such as the in home ser-
vices offering case man-
agement and homemak-
ing; the nutrition pro-
gram offers congregate
and home delivered meals.

Retirement will be bit-
tersweet for Upton, who
said she will miss the peo-
ple, including daily con-
tact with staff and seniors.
During her last month

at the helm of the COA,
Upton is spending much
time with Jennifer Craw-
ford, a Shepherd resident
with a master of science
degree in administration
from Central Michigan
University who has been
hired as her successor.
Upton, who described

Crawford as a bright
young woman, is showing
Crawford the ropes and
the two are “attached at
the hip” until her retire-
ment.
There will be a retire-

ment open house at the
COA for Upton Sept. 8
with a special program
starting at 2:30 p.m.
The public is invited to

attend.

COA
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Water service will be in-
terrupted Monday in St.
Louis ahead of road con-
struction.
The contractor for a city

project on Prospect and
Corinth streets will be con-
necting a new water main
to the existing water mains
on Berea Street, Eden
Street and Main Street.
He said water services

are planned to be shut off
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
However, Giles said

many other customers will
be impacted by the water
shut-off, particularly those
living west of Main Street

and north of the Pine River
due to the placement of the
existing water valves serv-
ing this area.
For more information,

contact St. Louis city hall
at (989) 681-2137.

— Sean Bradley, Morning
Sun

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Water shut off set for
construction project

sponse.
“Anglers simply need to

use simple common sense
and wash their hands be-
fore eating or smoking,” he
said. “Thorough cooking of
the fish kills the bacteria.”
On the first trip, 19 fish

were caught at the Golfside
location along the river by
boat and at Pine River and
Luneak parks on shore com-
bined. Baker said the DNR
conducts fish surveys at this
location but water quality
tests are done by the state
Department of Environ-
mental Quality.
The test ing group

stressed some caveats about
its results, including that
the data has to be assessed
by toxicologists.
“Making a clear, cause-

and-effect link is very dif-
ficult,” said Amanda Har-
wood, Alma College assis-
tant professor of biology
and environmental studies.
After catching them, the

fish were swabbed with a
sterile swab on each side
of it. Also, anglers’ hands
were swabbed after catch-
ing their first fish and at
the end of the fishing day,
which was about four hours
long starting at 8 a.m.
On the second fishing

trip, the same locations

were used, however anglers
were assigned to specific
treatmentmethods. On this
trip, 28 fish were caught.
The first treatment was

to swab hands after the
first and last fish caught;
the second treatment swab-
bing hands every 30 min-
utes; and the third treat-
ment, for everyone, was to

bleach their hands then dip
them directly into the river
to be swabbed.
Harwood said there is

no scientifically-accepted
method for how to swab
fish.
After each sample was

taken, they were trans-
ferred into a bottle of Colis-
can Easygel, then the bottle

was swished around for 10
seconds and poured into a
petri dish for incubation for
48 hours at 37 degrees cel-
cius, or 98.6 degrees fahr-
enheit, the average human
body temperature.
The group wants to con-

tinue its study next sum-
mer by traveling further up-
stream of Honeyoye Creek.

E. Coli
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Data from a study led by an Alma College student Hunter Wilson found an impact on
anglers who use the Pine River for recreation in regard to exposure to E. coli and thermo-
tolerant fecal coliform bacteria. For example, the preliminary data found that fecal
coliform bacteria and E. coli were present on the hands of testing volunteers even when a
fish had not been caught yet, including touching a fishing line, on bait or in the water.

ByDee-AnnDurbin
Of The Associated Press

DETROIT » Around the
world, support is grow-
ing for electric cars. Au-
tomakers are delivering
more electric models with
longer range and lower
prices, such as the Chev-
rolet Bolt and the Tesla
Model 3. China has set ag-
gressive targets for electric
vehicle sales to curb pollu-
tion; some European coun-
tries aim to be all-electric
by 2040 or sooner.
Those lofty ambitions

face numerous challenges,
including one practical con-
sideration for consumers: If
they buy electric cars, where
will they charge them?
The distribution of public

charging stations is wildly
uneven around the globe.
Places with lots of support
from governments or utili-
ties, like China, the Nether-
lands and California, have
thousands of public charg-
ing outlets. Buyers of Tes-
la’s luxury models have ac-
cess to a company-funded
Supercharger network.
But in many places, public
charging remains scarce.
That’s a problem for people
who need to drive further
than the 200 miles or so
that most electric cars can
travel. It’s also a barrier for
the millions of people who
don’t have a garage to plug
in their cars overnight.
“Do we have what we

need? The answer at the
moment is, ‘No,’” says Gra-
ham Evans, an analyst with
IHS Markit.
Take Norway, which has

publicly funded charging
and generous incentives
for electric car buyers. Ar-
chitect Nils Henningstad
drives past 20 to 30 charg-
ing stations each day on his

22-mile (35-kilometer) com-
mute to Oslo. He works for
the city and can charge his
Nissan Leaf at work; his fi-
ancee charges her Tesla
SUV at home or at one of
the world’s largest Tesla
Supercharger stations, 20
miles away.
It’s a very different land-

scape in New Berlin, Wis-
consin, where Jeff Solie re-
lies on the charging system
he rigged up in his garage
to charge two Tesla sedans
and a Volt. Solie and his
wife don’t have chargers at
their offices, and the near-
est Tesla Superchargers are
45 miles (72 kilometers)
away.
“If I can’t charge at home,

there’s no way for me to
have electric cars as my pri-

mary source of transporta-
tion,” says Solie, who works
for themedia company E.W.
Scripps.
The uneven distribution

of chargers worries many
potential electric vehi-
cle owners. It’s one reason
electric vehicles make up
less than 1 percent of cars
on the road.
“Humans worst-case

their purchases of automo-
biles. You have to prove to
the consumer that they can
drive across the country,
even though they probably
won’t,” says Pasquale Ro-
mano, the CEO of Charge-
Point, one of the largest
charging station providers
in North America and Eu-
rope.
Romano says there’s no

exact ratio of the num-
ber of chargers needed per
car. But he says workplaces
should have one charger for
every 2.5 electric cars and
retail stores need one for ev-
ery 20 electric cars. High-
ways need one every 50 to
75 miles, he says. That sug-
gests a lot of gaps still need
to be filled.
Automakers and govern-

ments are pushing to fill
them. The number of pub-
licly available, global charg-
ing spots grew 72 percent
to more than 322,000 last
year, the International En-
ergy Agency said. Navigant
Research expects that to
grow to more than 2.2 mil-
lion by 2026; more than
one-third of those will be
in China.

STATE

For electric cars to take off,
they’ll need a place to charge

MORRY GASH — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

In this photo, Jeff Solie drives his electric Tesla sedan near his home, in New Berlin, Wis.
Electric cars are seeing growing support around the world. But there’s a problem: There
aren’t enough places to plug those cars in.

ByCarynRousseau
Of The Associated Press

CHICAGO » A hair stylist
suffered more than 40 stab
wounds to his upper body
in a fatal attack last month
in the high-rise Chicago
condo of a Northwestern
University professor, police
said Friday.
The since-fired professor,

Wyndham Lathem, and Ox-
ford University financial of-
ficer Andrew Warren were
arrested in the San Fran-
cisco area eight days after
26-year-old Trenton James
Cornell-Duranleau was
found dead last month.
Cornell-Duranleau suf-

fered “lacerations and mu-

tilations to his body, his
upper body, but not to the
point of decapitation,” Chi-
cago police spokesman An-
thony Guglielmi said. He
described the attack as “cer-
tainly very intense.”
Authorities have said

the attack on Cornell-Du-
ranleau, a Michigan native
who moved to Chicago last
year, was so brutal that the
blade of the knife investiga-
tors believe was used in the
stabbing was broken.When
police found him, he had al-
ready been dead for at least
12 hours.
Guglielmi said police be-

lieve there might have been
some tension in Lathem
and Cornell-Duranleau’s re-

lationship.
“We’ve been looking a

great deal, not only at the
relationship between Dr.
Lathem and the victim,
but also the connection be-
tween all three,” he said.
Guglielmi said Chicago

police are investigating the
backgrounds of all the men
but won’t be releasing de-
tails until they have ques-
tioned Lathem andWarren,
who separately surrendered
to California authorities last
week. The pair had been on
the run for eight days.
During a hearing Fri-

day in San Francisco, War-
ren agreed to return to Il-
linois to face charges and
acknowledged that he was

the suspect being sought by
authorities in Cook County,
Illinois. Warren, a 56-year-
old British national, arrived
in the U.S. days before the
killing. Warren wore an or-
ange jumpsuit during Fri-
day’s hearing, and he ap-
peared unshaven after six
days in jail.
“He is presumed inno-

cent,” said his public de-
fender, Ariel Boyce-Smith.
She saidWarrenwas “agree-
able” to being returned to
Chicago, but she declined
further comment.
Lathem, 42, is being held

without bail in California’s
Alameda County and has
waived extradition to Chi-
cago.

NATION

Police: Hair stylist slain in Chicago stabbed over 40 times

Formore
information,
contact St.
Louis city hall at
(989) 681-2137.
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