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ByKullen Logsdon
The Morning Sun

Lyft services are now available across
mid-Michigan and the state after the com-
pany announced full coverage in 40 states
this week.
In contrast, dominant ride-hailing com-

pany Uber offers full coverage in just 13
state, the Associated Press reports.
The move offers Lyft coverage to 94 per-

cent of the U.S. population through a smart
phone app; Lyft has been recruiting new
drivers across the country in anticipation
of the extended coverage.
The Lyft website now lists mid-Michigan

cities like Mt. Pleasant, Alma and Clare as
within the “Midland area,” and ride service
is currently available.
HeinrichWieler, 42, of Rosebush, has been

driving for Lyft in the Lansing area since
July and started driving in Mt. Pleasant
since the service recently became available.
Wieler believes he is one of the only Lyft

drivers in the area and hopes business will
continue to pick up as residents became
aware.
“I started here inMt. Pleasant to see what

would happen,” he said. “The first couple
days there was nothing, so I contacted Lyft
to see what was up. I was the only Lyft driver

MT. PLEASANT

Lyft begins offering
ride services in
mid-Michigan

By Lisa Yanick Litwiller
llitwiller@michigannewspapers.com
@yanicklitwiller on Twitter

A Mt. Pleasant man recently sentenced
to prison for domestic assault was handed
another prison term this week after plead-
ing guilty earlier this year to abusive sex-
ual contact.
Travis Lee Kahgegab, 47, was convicted

on May 24 of the sexual contact charge af-
ter entering a plea in federal court; United
States District Judge Thomas L. Ludington
also imposed five years of supervised release
in sentencing.
He was tried in federal court because the

crime happened on the Isabella Reservation.
Kahgegab entered a bedroom in a home on

Aug. 28, 2012 and touched a victim’s breast
while she was sleeping to gratify himself,
according to evidence established in court.
The 30-month sentence will run consecu-

tive to the more than four year sentence im-
posed by Judge Ludington in July in a sepa-
rate case, after Kahgegab was indicted by a
grand jury then found guilty by an Isabella
County trial Court jury and convicted of do-
mestic assault as a habitual offender.
Evidence in that trial established that

Kahgegab trapped a victim in a bathroom
on Aug. 26, 2016, pushed her to the floor and
struck her multiple times in the face.
After eventually escaping from the home,

the victim ran to two different neighboring
houses for help,
Both cases were investigated by the Sag-

inaw Chippewa Tribal Police and the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation and were pros-
ecuted by Assistant United States Attorney
Roy Kranz.

ISABELLACOUNTY

Already headed to prison,
Mt. Pleasant man sentenced
for abusive sexual touching

Obituaries .......A2 Lottery ............A3 Opinion ............A4 Business .........A5 Weather ..........A6 Sports.............. B1 Comics ............B4INDEX
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Montcalm County has
two confirmed cases of
West Nile virus, as con-
firmed by theMichigan De-
partment of Health andHu-
man Services.
Marcus Cheatham,

health officer for the Mid-
Michigan Health Depart-
ment, said there are usually
20 to 40 confirmed cases a
year in Michigan.

“Those are the result of
people who get tested. 80
percent of the people who
have West Nile virus don’t
even have symptoms,” said
Cheatham. “We probably
have a couple hundred cases
a year but only hear about
a few because most people
don’t experience any symp-
toms and don’t get tested.”
In addition to the two

Montcalm County cases,
there was one each in Oak-
land andMacomb counties,
bringing the total to four,

the DHHS confirmed.
Also, fiveMichigan blood

donors have had the virus
detected in their blood. In
July, indications of theWest

Nile virus were found in a
Macomb County Health
Department testing pool
as well as Oakland County
Health Division testing

pool.
According to the depart-

ment, their illness onsets
ranged fromAug. 6 through
11. All have been hospital-
ized with neurologic dis-
ease.
Although most people

who become infected will
not develop any symptoms,
someone who does usually
does so within three to 15
days after being bitten by a
mosquito.
Symptoms include mild

illness with fever, head-

ache, joint pain, vomiting
diarrhea, or rash, and about
one in 150 infected people
will become severely ill.
Severe symptoms are as-

sociated with encephalitis
or meningitis, and may in-
clude: stiff neck, stupor, dis-
orientation, coma, tremors,
muscle weakness, convul-
sions and paralysis.
People over 50 years old

are more suspectable to se-
vere symptoms.
There were 43 confirmed

COMMUNITYHEALTH

West Nile virus cases confirmed in Montcalm County
“I think the importantmessage is
if you’ve been bitten by amosquito
bite and experience some of the
more severe symptoms you need
to seek appropriate and timely
medical care.”
Macomb County Health Division Director Bill Ridella
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Mt. Pleasant Middle School sixth-grade science teacher Ron Ahrens unpacks textbooks and other materials in his classroom on
Thursday.

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

As Ron Ahrens moved a globe from
one desk to another Thursday, he mar-
veled at the beautiful new room he will
share with students at Mt. Pleasant Mid-
dle School.
Ahrens, a science teacher who taught

at Fancher Elementary before sixth grade
was moved to the former West Interme-
diate School on South Bradley Street this
school year, unpacked books to prepare
for the first day of school Tuesday.
After being at Fancher for 15 years,

Ahrens is looking forward to the new
beginning in a new classroom with the
latest technology.
Not to say teaching at Fancher wasn’t

good; Ahrens liked his time there and
is excited about teaching science to new
students, starting with astronomy, then
matter and energy, then finishing the
school year with ecosystems.
Working with Isabella Conservation

District for field trips and learning about
conservation, Ahrens also works with
Central Michigan University and Mid
Michigan Community College on STEM

activities for his students.
That way, he said, they will be pre-

pared for the real world.
As Ahrens continued to unpack Thurs-

day, one of his teaching tools was already
placed in its spot.
His Charlie McCarthy ventriloquist

doll sits atop a file cabinet and is going
to be his class mascot.
Students will vote on a name for the

doll, who is there to remind the class
that he is the only dummy; the rest of
the people in the room have brains and
will learn and grow together.
In another hall of the new part of the

school building that was constructed to
accommodate sixth grade students that
previously attended higher elementary
schools in the district, Todd Grahamwas
preparing his math classroom.
Neat stacks of calculators were on

some desks, while textbooks were
stacked near a wall.
Graham found out Thursday morning

that he is also going to teach an eighth
grade drama class, an endeavor he thinks
will be great.
Graham also taught at Fancher and is

looking forward to the new year at the
newly-named middle school.

“I really like sixth grade being here,”
he said. “It’s appropriate for them.
“It’s a good, positive change.”
Mt. Pleasant Middle School Princi-

pal Dana Calkins walked the new halls
Thursday, visiting with staff getting
ready for the school year and looking at
the 14 new classrooms, all of which are
lighted by motion sensor.
A large upstairs classroom houses a

computer lab, and the new gym isn’t
quite ready because it will have a hard-
wood floor that has to be installed when
there is a specific level of moisture in the
concrete, which is expected to be at the
end of September.
Workers were finished the last details

after construction at the middle school
and the elementary schools.
Playgrounds are being finished over

the weekend at Fancher and Pullen ele-
mentary schools, and detail works is go-
ing to be completed, Superintendent Jen-
nifer Verleger said.
Building inspectors were set to go

through the schools on Friday, said Ver-
leger, who also visited the middle school
Thursday and talked to staff members
who are ready to start the new school
year.

MT. PLEASANT

IT’S BACK TOCLASS

Middle school ready after summer construction;
teachers are moving into their new classrooms
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Lyft driver Heinrich Wieler, 42, of Rosebush, poses for a photo next to his car on Friday in Deerfield Village Apartments in
Mt. Pleasant.

cases last year statewide,
according to Macomb
County Health Division Di-
rector Bill Ridella.
“I think the important

message is if you’ve been
bitten by a mosquito bite
and experience some of the
more severe symptoms you
need to seek appropriate
and timely medical care,”
Ridella said. “It’s important
to know the symptoms of
being bitten by a mosquito
that is carrying West Nile
virus.”
Last year, three people

died from West Nile virus.
So far this year state-

wide:
• 148 birds have tested

positive for the virus from
44 of Michigan’s 83 coun-
ties;
• 86 West Nile virus pos-

itive mosquito pools have
been detected in seven
Michigan counties; and
• Eight horses have

tested positive for West
Nile virus in Clinton, Jack-
son, Livingston,Missaukee,
Mecosta, Midland, Ottawa,
and Wexford Counties.
To prevent being bitten,

consider these tips:
• Maintain window and

door screening to help keep
mosquitoes outside;

• Emptywater frommos-
quito breeding sites around
the home, such as buckets,
unused kiddie pools, old
tires or similar sites where
mosquitoes lay eggs;
• Use nets and/or fans

over outdoor eating areas;

• Apply insect repellents
that contain the active in-
gredient DEET to exposed
skin or clothing, and always
following the manufactur-
er’s directions for use; and
• Wear light colored,

long-sleeved shirts and

long pants when outdoors.
Apply insect repellent to
clothing to help prevent
bites.

Morning Sun reporter
Sean Bradley contributed
to this report.
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around, but business has fi-
nally started picking up.

“I’ve see some other
drivers on, but for the
most part it’s just me.”
Wieler, originally from

Bolivia, drives through
Mt. Pleasant on most eve-
nings and said he plans
on still driving in Lan-
sing on special occasions.
He added he enjoys

transporting local resi-
dents and said Lyft is far

more helpful than using a
taxi service.
“I like meeting people

and enjoy doing a ser-
vice for the community,”
Wieler said. “I really feel
that (Lyft) is more effi-
cient, that when they hit
the app and it says eight
minutes, I’m there in eight
minutes. Not like some
cab in the city who says
they’ll be there in 20 min-
utes and it takes an hour
and 20 minutes.”
Estimated costs for

rides within Mt. Pleasant
range from $6 to $20 de-
pending on distance and

number of riders, while a
ride from Mt. Pleasant to
MBS International Air-
port in Freeland would
range from $38 to $80, ac-

cording to the Lyft web-
site.
Riders use a smart-

phone app to hail a driver
and pay for the service.

Lyft
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Age 91, of St. Louis,
passed away peacefully
Friday, September 1,
2017 at Mid-Michigan
Medical Center-Gratiot.
He was born January
8, 1926 in Alma the son
of Charles and Lottie
(Sawvel) Thompson. He
was married to Gladys
Rilla Hines on Au-
gust 23, 1951 in Alma.
Harold worked for Ad-
vanced Glass, formerly,
Howard’s Glass Shop in
Alma as a Glass Tender
for over 40 years before

his retirement. He enjoyed hunting and continued
to hunt until the age of 89. He was a former mem-
ber of the St. Louis Moose and was an avid Detroit
Tigers and Red Wings fan. He will be greatly missed
by his family, but especially his grandson, Mat-
thew, who affectionately called him “Buck.” Har-
old is survived by his children, Charles (Victoria)
Thompson of Houghton Lake, Sheryl (John) Stan-
ley of Saginaw, Nancy (Matt) Anderson of Mount
Holly, NC and Duane (Kim Vliet) Thompson of St.
Louis; ten grandchildren; 28 great-grandchildren;
three great-great grandchildren; and a brother,
Lyle Thompson of Alma. He was preceded in death
by his parents, his wife Gladys in 2015, two daugh-
ters, Linda Shelley and Robin Thompson, two sis-
ters, Margaret Woods and Lucille Webster and two
brothers, James and Charles Thompson. Funeral
services will be held on Wednesday, September 6,
2017 at 11 am at Lux Funeral Home, 228 W. Cen-
ter Street, St. Louis with Rev. Richard Anderson of-
1*#/+#2$, 42+'.3'2+ %#55 &0550% #2 -/! ".0)' ('3'-
tery, St. Louis. Visitation will be held on Tuesday,
September 5th from 6-8 pm at the funeral home.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Amer-
ican Lung Association. To view Harold’s obituary
online or to leave a condolence for the family please
visit www.luxfuneralhomes.com

THOMPSON, HAROLD F.

A Tribute to Life.
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Ownership of a 300-foot-tall radio tower could be
transferred from Wolverine Pipeline to the City of Alma
pending approval by the city commission next month.

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com

Ownership of a Wolver-
ine Pipeline radio tower
could soon be transferred
to Alma.
The city commission

will soon be given a reso-
lution - either at its Sept.
12 or Sept. 26 meeting -
to approve the transfer of
ownership of a 300-foot-
tall radio tower to it from
Wolverine Pipeline in
Alma.
“It’ll give us a lot bet-

ter communication, be-
cause of the height of the
tower, you won’t have any
misses or skips,” said in-
terim city manager Matt
Schooley on Thursday.
The exac t signa l

strength and distance of
the signal is not known.
The tower will stay in

its current location atWol-
verine Pipeline.
Upon approval, the

tower will be used by
public transportation and
public works staff via new
radios that will be pur-
chased with a $38,000
public transportation
grant, Schooley said.

It is not known when
the city will start to use
the tower.
Tom Shields, spokesper-

son for Wolverine Pipe-
line, said there were eight
or nine other radio towers
around the state, but all
except the tower in Alma
have been torn down.
“We would turn it over

to the city and they can
do whatever they want to
with it,” Shields said.
The towers were used

for staff such as truck
drivers to communicate
with bases around the
state before cell phones
were commonplace.
“They became difficult

to maintain in some cases
and (became) eyesores in
others,” Shields said.
Both Schooley and

Shields said discussions
for the ownership transfer
have been happening for
at least the last two years.
A storm about three

years ago damaged the
city’s old tower located at
the AlmaMunicipal Build-
ing, leading to discussions
about how to improve
its system, according to
Schooley.

Alma could obtain
improved radio tower
upon commission
approval

GRATIOTCOUNTY

“I really feel that (Lyft) ismore
efficient, thatwhen they hit the app
and it says eightminutes, I’m there
in eightminutes. Not like some cab
in the citywho says they’ll be there
in 20minutes and it takes an hour
and 20minutes.”
Lyft driver Heinrich Wieler

ByStephanie Steinberg
Of The Detroit News via AP
Marketplace

While Michigan’s sum-
mer tourism wraps up over
the Labor Day weekend, au-
tumn’s impending chill will
likely not completely cool
sizzling attendance figures
at the state’s five national
parks.
Many of the 1 million

Michiganians expected
to travel this long holiday
weekend are expected to
enjoy the national parks,
which have experienced a
record number of visitors
the last two years. Tourism
is up 5.1 percent at the parks
through July, according to
the latest figures from the
National Park Service.
Sleeping Bear Dunes

reached nearly 562,000 vis-
itors in July — a record for
the national park along the
Michigan’s northwest coast.
“For the first time ever,

we had over half a mil-
lion people visit in a sin-
gle month,” said Merrith
Baughman, chief of inter-
pretation and visitor ser-
vices, explaining that was a
15 percent increase from the
previous year.
As of July, Sleeping Bear

Dunes visitors were up 1.3
percent from 2016, which
was a record year that
drew 1.63 million visitors.
National Park Service re-
ports Michigan parks had
a total of 2.7 million visitors
last year, and Sleeping Bear
Dunes attracted the most.
As of July, the five Michi-
gan parks drew more than

1.5million visitors this year.
“(Michigan has) even

more visitors at this point
in 2017 than we had in
2016, and 2016 was a record
breaking year,” said Lauren
Blacik, special assistant for
the National Park Service
Midwest Region.
Michigan nat iona l

parks are seeing astound-
ing growth. As of July, Isle
Royale National Park in
Lake Superior had 15,853
total visitors, an increase
of 20 percent from the same
time last year. Keweenaw
National Historical Park in
the Upper Peninsula experi-
enced a 10 percent increase
in the same period.
Meanwhile, River Raisin

National Battlefield Park
had 189,887 visitors, an in-
crease of nearly 30 percent

compared with the total
through July 2016. In fact,
the park attracted nearly
that amount — more than
202,000 visitors — over the
course of 2016.
River Raisin National

Battlefield Park superinten-
dent Scott Bentley said the
growth is a result of more
people recognizing the park
is open in Monroe. Only six
years old, the historic War
of 1812 battle site was autho-
rized in 2009 and started
operations in 2011.
“We’re the only national

park in SoutheastMichigan,
and we’re on a major thor-
oughfare, so I attribute a lot
of it to increased awareness
and programs,” said Bent-
ley, adding last year’s Na-
tional Park Service centen-
nial campaign also helped.

STATE

Record years buoy Michigan’s national parks
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Mosquitos being tested for the West Nile virus at the Oakland County Health Division,
1200N. Telegraph Road, Building 34East, in Pontiac, in June 2017.
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ficiating. Interment will follow in Oak Grove Ceme
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