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Biolife Plasma Services may
have closed its doors on Friday
in Mt. Pleasant, but its employ-
ees did not take the day off.
Instead of collecting plasma

from donors, Biolife employees
were volunteering around Mt.
Pleasant to help with community
service projects.
Biolife partnered with Habitat

for Humanity and Community
Compassion Network on Friday
as part of the company’s annual
service day.
Shior Pharmaceuticals, the par-

ent company of Biolife, has closed
its doors each of the last two years

MT. PLEASANT

Biolife
closes
doors to
volunteer

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

Gratiot Countymay help neigh-
boringMontcalm County with its
animal services while the latter
county is dealing with the closure

of its animal control operation.
An agreement is in the works

for Gratiot County animal con-
trol to help with issues such as
dog bites, according to TomClark,
Gratiot County Animal Control
Administrator.
“It’s still definitely in its in-

fancy stage. Unfortunately, they
had to shut their animal con-
trol down due to budget cuts but
they need somebody to pick up in-
pounds,” Clark said.
Talks have taken place between

Montcalm County and Gratiot
County officials on the issue, ac-

cording to Gratiot County Admin-
istrator Tracey Cordes.
“We like to help, and they need

the help,” Cordes said.”These are
points of agreement so it makes
sense to talk about this.”
Any agreement would have to

come before the county commis-

sion for approval, she said.
Montcalm is working on its an-

imal licensing procedures.
“Once licensing is approved,

then we would be doing a direct
drop off to the Montcalm County
Humane Society,” Clark said. “Un-
til then, we would bring them
over here and we would charge
Montcalm County for X amount

ITHACA

‘Helping them in the interim’

COURTESY PHOTOS

Shepherd teachers recently refurbished the original Shepherd Bluejays sign that sat atop the press box at the district’s old football field.
A new home for it was found on the side of Mitchell’s Gourmet Deli, a popular stop for residents and students a couple of blocks from the
school.

ByRickMills
rmills@michigannewspapers.com
@RickMills2 on Twitter

A part of Shepherd High
School history has been found,
restored and placed in a promi-
nent new spot in town.
For decades, atop the press

box at Shepherd’s Veterans Me-
morial Field, was a sign that
read: HOME of the BLUEJAYS.
That original sign was lost

and forgotten during a recent
major construction project,
which included the addition
of an auditorium, a new gym-
nasium where the old football
field stood, and construction of
a new field.
Originally made by Cliff

Lehner, former and longtime
shop teacher at the high school,
the sign was recently found and
came to the attention of current
shop teacher Owen Russell and
art teacher Tyler Lentovich.
“They found the old sign that

used to be atop the first football
stadium press box,” teacher Jay
Gross told the community on
Facebook. “After some serious
work and some tender loving
care, they restored it.”
Repainted and restored, the

sign is now on the eastern-fac-
ing outside wall of Mitchell’s
Gourmet Deli & Market, a pop-
ular destination and hangout for
local youth.
Owned by Dean and Jamie

Mitchell, the store, two blocks
from the school, has been an
ardent supporter of community

activities, including the schools
and their sports teams.

SHEPHERD

BLUEJAY PRIDE: OLD
SIGN FOUND, RESTORED

By Lisa Yanick Litwiller
llitwiller@michigannewspapers.com
@yanicklitwiller on Twitter

A post-party weekend tradition
in Mt. Pleasant in recent years,
Sunday’s Greeks Clean the Streets
was a little bittersweet; it was the
first since the creator of the col-
laborative clean up effort died in
late summer.
Jeff Pickler was a code enforce-

ment for the city for nine years
and before he retired in June he
was also a member of the Neigh-
borhoodResourcesUnit, designed

MT. PLEASANT

Pickler’s legacy
of service
showcased
in program

Gratiot County in talks to help Montcalm County with animal services
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Shepherd teachers recently refurbished the original Shepherd
Bluejays sign that sat atop the press box at the district’s old football
field.
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to help around the commu-
nity and insists each of its
partners do the same.
Michelle Yoder, an assis-

tant manager at Biolife in
Mt. Pleasant, said her and
her fellow employees enjoy
volunteering around the
community.
“This is awesome. Last

year we helped with Mt.
Pleasant Park and Recre-
ation,” she said. “Everyone
is really excited to help to-
day. Everybody has been
really excited to work with
Habitat for Humanity and
Compassion Network. They
are just two great compa-
nies.”
On Friday, Biolife helped

volunteers at Habitat for
Humanity build a ramp
for a woman confined to a
wheel chair, who had been
stuck in her Mt. Pleasant
home for two years.
“Physically, mentally and

emotionally, this is going to

have a huge impact on this
lady,” said Ryan Longoria,
a board member at Habi-
tat for Humanity. “This is
just a great group of people
looking to help in the com-
munity.” Across Mt. Pleas-
ant, the group worked on
finishing a house built for
a family that without one.
The “Elizabeth” house will
be completed in 2018.
“This is just a great op-

portunity to get into a new
home for a new time,” Long-
oria said.
“That’s what it’s all about.

It takes a village. Without
these guys, we could not do
what we do. This commu-
nity would not be what it
is without volunteers.” Yo-
der said the volunteer work
they do is fitting since they
try and help people every
day at Biolife.
“We are in the business of

saving lives,” she said.
“People that come in

and donate plasma help us
make medicines and help
people. This is just another
way we can reach out and
do that.”

BioLife
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age 86, passed away
in his sleep at home
on Monday, October
16, 2017 in Weid-
man, Michigan. He
was born on June 5th,
1931 in Pontiac, Mich-
igan to Dorothy Roth
(Smith). On November
7th, 1962, he married
Claudia Manzer in East
Lansing, Michigan. Bill
is survived by his wife,
Claudia; his daughter,
Sherri (Frank) Wynn
of Reno, Nevada; his
two sons, Kent Roth

of Shepherd, Michigan and Bryan (Judy) Roth of
Traverse City, Michigan; eight grandchildren, Bill,
Jolie, Forest, Tyler, Fox, Roy, Konnor, and Madi-
lyn; and one brother, Jay (Leslie) Roth of Saginaw,
Michigan. Bill was a legendary petroleum geologist
in the Michigan oil & gas industry starting his ca-
reer with McClure Oil Company in 1958. He re-
mained in the oil business for 58 years, most of
that time with McClure Oil, and later in his career,
he co-founded Wavelet Investments (oil & gas) with
?=A A"$( 6E '2A 2$ 29=! ?<$>EC 2$! /A?EC&2$*
and enjoyed countless trips to Canada and spend-
ing time at his deer camp in central Michigan. As
a graduate of Michigan State University, he was a
die-hard MSU fan and loved going to football and
basketball games for 50 years. He was well known
for his card game skills and winning ways at the
casino. Bill was a veteran of the U.S. Army. A cele-
bration of Bill’s life will be held on Sunday, October
22, from Noon until 3:00 p.m. at the Shepherd Bar
and Restaurant in Shepherd, Michigan. In lieu of
-"'ECA* 2 &E&"C=24 #"$>C=1<>="$ &2% 1E &2!E >"
the Michigan Geological Repository for Research
and Education at Western Michigan University.
Make checks payable to WMU for MGRRE and mail
to Linda Harrison, 1903 West Michigan Avenue,
Kalamazoo, MI 49008-5241, or to a charity of your
choice. Please share your thoughts and memories
with the family through

www.rowleyfuneralhome.com
‘Honoring Traditions, Respecting Change’
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Employees from Biolife Plasma Services build a ramp on Friday at a house on Pickard Road in Mt. Pleasant.

to connect the community
with education, beautifica-
tion an communication.
Six years ago, Pickler es-

tablished Greeks Clean the
Streets, which challenged
Central Michigan Univer-
sity students to spend time
picking up trash in Mt.
Pleasant neighborhoods af-
ter party-heavy dates like
Homecoming andWelcome
Weekend.
“Jeff was always ex-

tremely proud of the stu-
dents who volunteered their
time to make the city of Mt.

Pleasant a cleaner place for
everyone to enjoy,” said Mt.
Pleasant Police Public Infor-
mation Officer Jeff Browne.
In All 30 student mem-

bers of CMU’s Greek com-
munity volunteered Sunday,
collecting 30 bags of trash
from Bellows to High and
from Douglas to Lansing.
Overall, Pickler’s career

was one of service that was
focused entirely in mid-
Michigan.
He worked at the Cen-

tral Michigan University
Police Department, where
he reitred as a detective
seargeant after 35 years.
He also served as a part-

time firefighter for 27 years,
starting at the Freemont-

Deerfield station in 1984
and then at the Mt. Pleas-
ant Fire Department.
“Jeff was always looking

for ways to beautify Mt.
Pleasant,” Browne said. “He
was always looking for ways
to make Mt. Pleasant a bet-
ter place.”
In addition to starting

Greeks Clean the Streets,
Pickler often found ways to
have those who needed to
fulfill community service
hours do so by picking up
trash or painting over graf-
fiti in Mt. Pleasant, Browne
said.
Pickler’s programs con-

tinue on, a testament to
his own dedication to com-
munity, said Mt. Pleasant

Assistant Fire Chief Mike
Dunham.
“Jeff’s contributions will

live on through the pro-
grams he initiated and
friendships he made,” Dun-
ham said. “We will always
be thankful to Jeff for his
dedicated work ethic and
his desire to improve the
organization’s success.”
Pickler, 67, died August

11 under hospice care at his
home, according to his obit-
uary.
He enjoyed camping,

bike riding and wine tast-
ing and was survived by his
wife andmany familymem-
bers, including “his great-
est joy in recent years,” his
grandson Ethan.

Pickler
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of days.”
Exact financial details

have not yet been deter-
mined, and cats could also be
helped with but dogs would
be the main issue.
Gratiot County’s animals,

complaints, records would
come first, he said.
“We wouldn’t put Mont-

calm ahead of any service
here inGratiot County,” Clark

said.
“Once we got our com-

plaints handled, then we
would be able to go over
there and assist them if they
needed somehelpwith some-
thing.”
Any service to Montcalm

County would be done after
hours, he said.
“If this does get up and

running, I don’t expect to be
that busy doing it butwe’d be
helping them in the interim,”
Clark said.
There are approximately

5,500 dogs registered in Gra-

tiot County.
Montcalm County elim-

inated its animal shelter as
part of recent budget cuts
and is leasing the former
animal shelter building to
the Humane Society of Mid
Michigan,which is led byAn-
gelaHollinsheadwhowas re-
cently laid off as Montcalm
County’s Animal Control di-
rector, according to the The
Daily News in Montcalm
County.
The Montcalm County

Treasurer’s Office is con-
ducting a dog license census,

but an animal control officer
has not yet been hired by
the county to respond to dog
complaints, in part because
the Humane Society was
only recently approved as a
licensed shelter by the Mich-
igan Department of Agricul-
ture andRural Development.
Montcalm County will be

the official holder of the Hu-
mane Society’s shelter license
and the countywill recognize
theHumaneSociety as the of-
ficial organization operating
the shelter under the coun-
ty’s license.

Animals
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By Darlene Superville
and Matthew Daly
Of The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » Rep. Tom
Marino, President Don-
ald Trump’s nominee to
be the nation’s drug czar,
has withdrawn from con-
sideration, following re-
ports that he played a key
role in weakening the fed-
eral government’s author-
ity to stop companies from
distributing opioids.
“He didn’t want to

have even the perception
of a conf lict of interest
with drug companies or,
frankly, insurance com-
panies,” Trump told Fox
News Ra-
dio in an
i n t e r v i ew
Tu e s d a y ,
shortly af-
ter breaking
the news on
Twitter.
The an-

nouncement
follows re-
ports by The Washing-
ton Post and CBS News,
which detailed the Penn-
sylvania lawmaker’s in-
volvement in crafting a
2016 law, signed by Pres-
ident Barack Obama, that
weakened the Drug En-
forcement Administra-
tion’s authority to curb
opioid distribution.
It also comes amid

growing pressure on
Trump to fulfill his pledge
to declare the nation’s opi-
oid epidemic a “national
emergency,” as a commis-
sion he’s convened on the
subject has urged him to
do.
Trump told reporters

Monday that he would be

making the declaration of-
ficial next week.
Interv iewed by Fox

News Radio ’s Br ian
Kilmeade, Trump said
Marino “felt compelled”
to step down from the job.
“He feels very strongly

about the opioid problem
and the drug problem and
Tom Marino said, ‘Look,
I’ll take a pass,’” Trump
added.
Trump did not say when

he and the congressman
spoke.
Marino could not imme-

diately be reached Tues-
day for comment.
Trump had told report-

ers during a news confer-
ence in the White House
Rose Garden on Monday
that he would look “very
closely” at the reports
about Marino, adding: “If
I think it’s 1 percent neg-
ative to doing what we
want to do, I will make a
change,” he said.
Democrats had called

on Trump to withdraw the
nomination, and hailed
the news, with Senate
Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer calling Marino’s
decision the “right deci-
sion.”
“We need a drug czar

who has seen these dev-
astating effects and who
is passionate about end-
ing this opioid epidemic,”
said Democratic Sen. Joe
Manchin, whose home
state of West Virginia has
been among the hardest-
hit by the opioid epidemic.
Manchin had scolded

the Obama administra-
tion for failing to “sound
the alarm on how harm-
ful that bill would be for
our efforts to effectively

fight the opioid epidemic,”
which kills an estimated
142 people a day nation-
wide.
In a letter to Trump,

Manchin called the opi-
oid crisis “the biggest
public health crisis since
HIV/AIDS,” and said, “we
need someone leading the
White House Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Pol-
icy who believes we must
protect our people, not the
pharmaceutical industry.”
The Post reported Sun-

day that the drug indus-
try worked behind the
scenes with lobbyists and
key members of Congress,
including Marino, pour-
ing more than a million
dollars into their election
campaigns.
The major drug distrib-

utors prevailed upon the
Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration and the Justice
Department to agree to
the industry-friendly law,
which undermined efforts
to restrict the flow of pain
pills that have led to tens
of thousands of deaths.
Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-

Utah, the bill’s lead Sen-
ate sponsor, defended the
measure Monday, call-
ing allegations that he or
Marino “conspired” with
drug companies “utterly
ridiculous.”
Hatch, a 40-year vet-

eran of the Senate, said
he was “no patsy” of the
drug industry.
The language affecting

DEA enforcement author-
ity was suggested by DEA
and the Justice Depart-
ment, Hatch said, adding
that the agencies could
have tried to stop the bill
at any time — or recom-

mended that Obama veto
the measure.
“Let’s not pretend that

DEA, both houses of Con-
gress and the Obama
White House all somehow
wilted under Representa-
tive Marino’s nefarious in-
fluences,” Hatch said.
Sen. Claire McCaskill,

D-Mo., said Monday she
will introduce legislation
to repeal the 2016 law.
A White House commis-

sion convened by Trump
and led by New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie has called
on Trump to declare a na-
tional emergency to help
deal with the growing opi-
oid crisis.
An initial report from

the commission in July
noted that the approx-
imate 142 deaths each
day from drug overdoses
means the death toll is
“equal to September 11th
every three weeks.”
Deputy Attorney Gen-

eral Rod Rosenstein also
announced Tuesday that
a pair of Chinese nation-
als had been indicted on
charges that they manu-
factured tons of fentanyl
and other powerful nar-
cotics that were then ped-
dled in the United States,
killing at least four peo-
ple and seriously injuring
five others.
Authorities said the

men controlled one of the
world’s most prolific in-
ternational drug-traffick-
ing and money launder-
ing organizations.
Also indicted were at

least 21 other people ac-
cused of trafficking the
drugs in the U.S. and Can-
ada, often through the
U.S. mail.

WASHINGTON

Drug czar nominee pulls his
name from consideration

Marino
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his son. He was an avid hunter and fisherman,

flowers, a memorial contribution may be made to

enjoyed hunting, fishing, football and baseball, 

mental Farms in Mt. Pleasant. Shortly after his first
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