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Brad Peet and his family want to find out as
much as possible about whether or not produc-
tion of fire retardant Polybrominated biphenyl
(commonly known as PBB) at the now-former
Michigan Chemical Corporation in St. Louis may
have caused a series of health problems for them.
“You’re concerned about your health and the

health of your children and grandchildren,” said
Peet, from St. Louis.
At 53 years old, Peet — now 59 — had a qua-

druple bypass, and his wife Jeanne experienced
stroke symptoms at 50 years old.
In addition, his 12-year-old granddaughter was

born with spina bifida and six-year-old grand-
daughter suffers from motor speech disorder
Aparxia.
Approximately 50 people attended a meeting

Saturday at the Mid-Michigan District Health
Department in Ithaca to ask questions of scien-
tists from Emory University in Atlanta, Ga. who
are doing research on the effects of PBB and who
have been studying it for more than 20 years.
The scientists also disclosed preliminary study

results show PBB exposure is impacting people
three generations out from the initial exposure
occurring.
Attendees were asked to complete a question-

naire and for their family members to complete
it as well - even those living outside of Michi-
gan - so more information can be sent to them
to study. In addition, the health department was
also doing blood draws of people who requested
it related to the PBB exposure.
PBB was produced at the Michigan Chemi-

cal Corporation up until 1974, when the plant
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closed due to improper han-
dling of chemicals being
disclosed.
In particular, a mix up

in 1973 sent PBB to a farm
bureau in Battle Creek
and was mixed with ani-
mal feed, said Jane Keon,
member of the Pine River
Super Fund Task Force,
which has been advocating
for more studies and work
to be done to fix the PBB
problem.
“It was sold to farmers

and animals ate it and it
got mixed with the human
food chain,” said Keon,
who indicated foods such
as meat, eggs, cheese and
butter created from the
animals became contami-
nated and humans ate the
food, becoming poisoned
by it.
Approximately 9 mil-

lion people were impacted
in the year after the plant
closed, she said.
Short-term health ef-

fects of PBB exposure in-
clude acne, aching joints
in young people, and hair
loss, while long-term ef-
fects include female chil-
dren of parents exposed to
PBB having miscarriages
and, in boys, a higher risk
of testicular cancer, among
other effects.
Presenting information

and answering questions
were doctors Michelle
Marcus and Melanie Pear-
son from Emory Universi-
ty’s Rollins School of Pub-
lic Health.

“PBB does appear to be a
disrupter of the endocrine
system,” said Marcus said.
Although her work be-

gan in the 1990s, a study
was done in 1978 on PBB ef-
fects of 6,000 people state-
wide. Some of those people
or their descendents were
at the meeting.
Since the study began,

more people have signed
up to be part of it, she said.
“We don’t know the an-

swer of whether people are
still exposed to PBB,” Mar-
cus said.
It does remain in soil but

is not dissolvable in water,
she said.
“We think it’s unlikely

it’s in the water,” Marcus
said.
However, fish who eat

from the Pine River are still
contaminated with PBB.
“Because it was manu-

factured in Gratiot County
and St. Louis, it means
the men and women who
worked at the plant got a
whole lot it in their bodies,”
Keon said. “The people who
lived in the town got it in
the air, in skin, breathed it
in and ate it.”
A lifelong St. Louis resi-

dent and former employee
of Michigan Chemical Cor-
poration, Gary Smith may
be one of those people who
became sick from it.
Within the last two

years, he found out he had
a thyroid tumor (which was
successfully removed) and
problems with his pituitary
gland.

“I can’t say what it’s re-
lated to,” said Smith, who
had also worked at Dow
Chemical in Midland, To-
tal Petroleum oil refinery
and has been exposed to
herbicide Agent Orange as
well. “My playground was
the river (as a kid).”
Also a member of the

Pine River Super Fund Task
Force for the past 19 years,
he said attempts to receive
money from the state to
study PBB have been de-
nied, as have attempts at
the national level, until the
Emory University study.
“We do need these health

studies funded,” Smith
said. “We need access to
the records they’re not al-
lowing us to have. We need
their help.”
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A Tribute to Life.
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Age 69 of Farwell,
passed away at his
residence Sunday, No-
vember 19, 2017 after
a long and courageous
battle with cancer.
Barry was born October
24, 1948 in Flint, Mich-
igan to parents James
Coleman and Beatrice
June (Davis) Babcock.
Barry graduated from
Farwell High School in
1966 and also attended
Ferris State University
for two years before re-
turning home to help

manage and run the family business; Jim’s A&W
Drive-In in Farwell. He was married to Patricia
Ann Carr on March 22, 1969 at the Farwell United
Methodist Church. He was a member of the REACT
emergency storm watchers team in the 1970’s as
well a member of the Farwell Police Auxiliary be-
fore attending Michigan’s Police Academy in 1979.
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1979 and began working for the Village of Far-
well Police Department; eventually becoming the
Chief of Police for Farwell before the department
was disbanded. After the elimination of Farwell’s
Police Department Barry hired on with the Clare
County Sheriff’s Department as a patrol deputy for
2 years before moving on to the Clare City Police
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ment career; retiring as a Police Detective in Dec.
31, 2008. Barry was extremely community minded
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oming, where he managed to take many trips with
his wife and children. Traveling was a passion be-
fore and after retirement for Barry, and he really
enjoyed his winters in Florida where he didn’t have
to plow snow. Barry leaves to cherish his memory,
his wife Patricia of 48 +years, two sons; Brett Bab-
cock of Farwell, Kelly Babcock and wife Jessica of
Clare; three sisters: Claudia Sue Higgins of Lake,
Barbara June Babcock of Stuart Florida, Becky
Sue Langley and husband Rick of Kapowsin, Wash-
ington; three grandchildren; Kila, Camden, and So-
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Jamie, Joel Bailer (Danielle Haring), Justin Higgins
and wife April, Garrett Langley, and Dustin Lan-
gley; as well as many, many more beloved family
members and great friends. A Service to celebrate
Barry’s life is planned for Saturday, December 16,
2017, at 2PM at the Campbell-Stocking Funeral
Home in Farwell. Family and friends may visit from
10AM until the time of service at 2PM. Rev. Jane
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tion of Barry’s life will take place after services con-
clude at the Doherty Hotel and Conference Center
in Clare, MI. Memorial considerations to Heartland
Hospice and/ or The Thin Blue Line. You are in-
vited to share your memories and condolences with
Barry’s family online at

www.CampbellStocking.com

BABCOCK, BARRY COLEMAN

age 94, of Mt. Pleasant, passed away November
11, 2017 at Woodland Hospice. A Memorial Service
for Glenna will be held on Saturday, December 16,
2017 at 11 a.m. at First United Methodist Church
in Mt. Pleasant with Rev. Chris Lane, Rev. Curtis
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Luncheon will immediately follow in the fellowship
hall. The family will receive friends the day of the
service beginning at 10 a.m. until the time of the
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may be made to First United Methodist Church (Mt.
Pleasant), First United Methodist Church (Winn),
or Isabella County Commission on Aging. Enve-
lopes will be available at the church. You may view
Glenna’s obituary online, send a condolence to the
family and light a memorial candle at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

CLENDENING, GLENNA JANE (FARR, BOND)

Age 95, of Barryton passed away on Friday, De-
cember 8, 2017 in Big Rapids. She was born Jan-
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(McClung) Seaman. Myrtle married Elmer Lackie
on September 7, 1940 and moved to Barryton in
1961. Myrtle is survived by one daughter Lou-
ella (Fred) Hilden of Barryton; three sons, Merlin
(Vendela) Lackie of Howard City, Larry Lackie of
Barryton, Dennis (Lucinda) Lackie of Barryton;
18 Grandchildren, 30 great-grandchildren, many
great-great-grandchildren;and several nieces and
nephews. Myrtle was preceded in death by her
parents; husband Elmer; son, Raymond Harold
(Sharon) Lackie; a daughter Sharon Lackie; daugh-
ter-in-law, Joann Lackie and three brothers and
two sisters. Funeral services will take place 1:00
p.m. Wednesday, December 13, 2017 at the Barry-
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ciating. The family will greet friends at the Daggett
Funeral Home in Barryton on Tuesday, December
12th from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

daggettgilbertfuneralhome.com

LACKIE, MYRTLE I.

Age 84 of Myrtle Beach,
S.C. (formerly of Lake
Isabella, MI) passed
away on Monday, De-
cember 4, 2017. Har-
vey was born on May
23, 1933 in Holly, MI to
Wilson and Irva (Wort-
man) Westerby. He
grew up in the Holly
area and attended the
Howell area schools.
On June 23, 1956 he
married Noreta “Rita”
Bartig in Webberville,
MI. Harvey worked for
the Fowlerville Lumber

Company and he retired after more than 50 years of
service. Woodworking, lawn care, volunteering for
Commission on Aging “Meals on Wheels” was a few
of Harvey’s favorite pastimes but his most joyous
part of life was sharing the Lord of his life with ev-
eryone he met. Harvey was a member of Chippewa
Hills Baptist Church in Remus. Harvey leaves his
dear family to cherish his memory his wife, Noreta
“Rita”; children, Bryan (Jeanne) Westerby, Brent
Westerby, Suzanne (Greg) Stoffregen and Cheryl
Westerby; grandchildren, Nicole (Keith) Elliott,
Bryan “BJ” Westerby, Phillip (Sophia) Stoffregen,
and Josiah Stoffregen; 2 great-grandchildren; sib-
ling, Dollie Maas and numerous nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends. Harvey was preceded in death
by his parents and brothers, Wilson, George and
Charles Westerby and sister, Ella Farmer. A Memo-
rial Service will take place on Saturday, December
16, 2017 at 11:00 A.M. at Chippewa Hills Baptist
Church with grandson, Pastor Phillip Stoffregen of-
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to the service on Saturday at the church. Interment
will immediately follow at the Bennett Cemetery in
,"%7;>: +9J:5"!8? +"95% J!5"!:# 39 %I87%55 3"%!7
sympathy are welcome to consider a contribution
in Harvey’s memory to the Chippewa Hills Baptist
Church Building Fund. Envelopes will be available
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entrusted arrangements to Maier Family Funeral
Home of Weidman. 989-644-5000.

www.maierfuneralhome.com

WESTERBY, HARVEY BENJAMIN
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Bonnie Girard, secretary at All American Glass Plus
in St. Louis, decorates a float for the business before
the parade for the annual “Come Home to Alma for the
Holidays” event on Friday in downtown Alma.

he said.
“It’s great to come home

and support Alma; the only
reason I do it is for Alma,”
Miller said. “Now we have
kids and they bring their
friends and throw candy.”
Inflatable Christmas-

themed items such as a
tree, snowman and train
rode along the back of a
bed of a truck driven by
Wayne Braun, who works
at Mancino’s Pizzas and
Grinders in Alma.

He said their float has
won a contest for best float
many times.
Watching the parade,

along with hundreds of
others, was Alma resi-
dent Chris Hagerman,
who brought his children
as well.
“It’s been quite a few

years but I was finally in
town fromwork sowewere
able to bring the kids out,”
Hagerman said. “I love
the small-town mentality
of the community coming
together and all the busi-
nesses out and offering dif-
ferent activities for the kids
is pretty cool.”
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Children pick up candy thrown from floats in the parade.
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Residents from around Gratiot County and elsewhere listen to Dr. Michelle Marcus (front
of room) from the Rollins School of Public Health at Emory University in Atlanta, Ga.
present and answer questions on Saturday Dec. 9, 2017at the Mid-Michigan District
Health Department in Ithaca about polybrominated biphenyl (PBB) exposure. Marcus and
others are studying its effects on residents after it was accidentally mixed with animal
feed in 1973when it was shipped to a farm bureau in Battle Creek, contaminating the
food from the animals and the humans who ate it.

ByAudra Gamble
Of The Associated Press

HOLLAND» One night
in the early 2000s, Ot-
tawa County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Deputy Cal Keun-
ing found himself on
Butternut Drive in Hol-
land, pointing his gun at
a vehicle during a high-
risk felony police stop.
As other police agencies
joined the fray, Cal Keun-
ing noticed the barrel of
a shotgun pop up next
to him.
From behind, he heard

a voice call out, “Hey, Cal,
how are you doing?”
Turning around, Cal

Keuning saw his younger
brother, Dan Keuning,
backing him up on the
call.
“I’ll never forget that,”

Cal Keuning told The
Holland Sentinel . “I
said, ‘Hey, Dan,’ and then
turned back around and
yelled at the driver to put
their hands up.”
More than a decade

later, Cal Keuning is now
a road patrol sergeant for
the sheriff’s office and Dan
Keuning is a community
policing officer for the
Holland Department of
Public Safety.
Born and raised in Hol-

land, graduating from
Holland Christian schools,
the brothers have been
keeping citizens of Ottawa
County safe together for
16 years.
Dan Keuning, who is

five years younger than
Cal Keuning, was the
first of the two brothers to
have an interest in law en-
forcement. While in high
school, Dan Keuning en-
rolled in the Holland
police cadet program.
Around the same time,
Cal Keuning was working
as a paramedic in Grand
Haven andHolland. While
working with the sheriff’s
office at medical emergen-
cies, Cal Keuning took an
interest in policing.
Though being a police

officer was Dan Keun-
ing’s idea first, his older
brother beat him to the
punch, getting deputized
in January of 2000. The
next year, Dan Keuning
became a full-time officer
for the city of Holland.
“We share the same ra-

dio frequencies, so we’re
always scanning, listen-
ing for each other,” Dan
Keuning said. “Ottawa
County is our brother to

the north and with us,
truly it is a brotherhood.
That’s kind of cool. ... It’s
a brotherhood with all my
brothers in blue and his in
brown, but with us, it’s a
little unique.”
Cal Keuning is now a

road patrol sergeant for
the county, but he main-
tains his paramedic sta-
tus and is a member of
the county’s dive team,
which he used to be in
charge of. As a commu-
nity policing officer, Dan
Keuning instructs the Ju-
nior Police Academy, Citi-
zen Police Academy, gives
safety demonstrations at
schools and community
events and focuses on the
community relationship
with police.
While Cal Keuning likes

supervising his squad of
deputies throughout the
county, there is one part
of his brother’s job that
makes Cal Keuning jeal-
ous.
“I am a little jealous

of the ice cream truck,”
Cal Keuning said, refer-
ring to Holland Depart-
ment of Public Safety’s
new “Operation Polar Pa-
trol” ice cream truck that
debuted this summer at
community events, allow-
ing officers to hand out
free ice cream to Holland
residents.
“Dan gets to serve ice

cream, that’s a fun job,”
Cal Keuning said. “But
right now, the good lord
has me in road patrol, and
I’m enjoying that. I truly
have been blessed.”
For the brothers, their

Christian faith and de-
sire to serve others has
led them to their careers.
Their middle brother,
Brian Keuning, also serves
the public as a teacher.
“The way we grew up,

mom and dad were very
religious with their Chris-
tianity,” Dan Keuning
said. “It’s made me the
man I am today, it’s very
important.”
As a sergeant, Cal Keun-

ing is sometimes called
in to gruesome car crash
scenes. In those moments,
he hopes he can serve the
community he grew up
with.
“I love helping people,

I really do,” Cal Keuning
said. “From the medic
side, cops side, we see a lot
of weird stuff, but I love
to be there and help them
out. That’s why it’s cool to
be part of this area.

REGION

Brothers, both working
as police officers, keep
community safe together
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