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BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
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Although a solution to, and cul-
prit of, the E. coli problem in the
Pine and Chippewa rivers is still
far away, more information has
been provided as to where it’s
found most.
“The data is showing us where

the biggest problems in the wa-
tershed are,” said Molly Rippke,
Aquatic Biologist Specialist with
theMichiganDepartment of Envi-
ronmental Quality. “This is phase
one of solving the problem.”
Data gathered from testing

done last summer over five weeks
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Police spent several hours in
south east Gratiot County Friday
morning after a tractor trailer
carrying milk flipped over dur-
ing a crash, one of several acci-
dents in mid-Michigan rescue
workers responded to as snow
fell on already ice-covered roads.
A driver heading north onMa-

son Road north of Roosevelt in
Elba Township lost control of her
an on snow covered roads and
crossed the center line, hitting
the semi-truck full of milk, ac-
cording to a press release from
the Gratiot County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice.
The crash caused the tractor
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In Isabella County, there are ap-
proximately 5,000 Isabella County
residents 15 years old and above
that are without health insurance
and about 9,000 residents utilizing
Michigan Medicaid.
These statistics helped convince

staff atMcLaren CentralMichigan
to reopen its free medical clinic.
It is now open on the first Thurs-
day of each month from 4-6 p.m.

at 2981 Health Parkway, Suite B in
Mt. Pleasant.
“McLaren recently completed an

assessment of the current needs in
Isabella County and it was deter-
mined that we continue to have a
large number of uninsured resi-
dents in need ofmedical care,” said
Kelly Sineway, nurse manager at
the clinic. “That’s kind ofwhere the
need started and decided there as
a need for the free clinic again.”
As the needs are assessed, the

number of days and times the
clinic is open could change.

The clinic does not schedule ap-
pointments and takes patients on
a first-come, first-serve basis who
are treated the day they come in.
“If they are eligible, we’ll con-

tinue to see them until they’re con-
nected with their primary care
physician,” Sineway said.
It is staffed by qualified volun-

teer physicians and mid-level care
practitioners. Non-clinical volun-
teers will assist with operations
of the clinic and with follow-up
throughout the week.
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Freemedical clinic reopens inMt. Pleasant
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Cassandra Taylor looks into the cart to see if they have everything they came for at Community Compassion Network’s new food pantry,
located at 1114W. High St. in Mt. Pleasant.

ByOrrin Shawl
oshawl@michigannewspapers.com
@reporter_shawl on Twitter

Mt. Pleasant residents facing financial
struggles now have a permanent food pan-
try to offer more availability than the for-
mer mobile pantry.
The pantry, located at 1114 W. High St.

in Mt. Pleasant, served more than a dozen
residents when it opened at its new loca-
tion Wednesday afternoon.
The food pantry is part of Community

Compassion Network, a local nonprofit or-
ganization meant to serve the community.
SarahGilbert, boardmember of CCN, said

the organization started as an outreachmin-

istry of Mt. Pleasant Community Church.
Three years ago, it became an official

nonprofit organization and was a once-a-
month venture.
It expanded to twice a month and added

a nutrition club program, which provided
more than 650 weekend meal kits to Isa-
bella County students.
“It gives our guests more options for

times to come,” Gilbert said. “People can
also come by appointment, which means
we’re really respecting their dignity and
time by allowing them to come at a sched-
uled time to pick up their supplemental
food assistance. It makes it easier for folks
who utilize I-Ride.”
Pantry workers have visitors sign in,

and they walk with them and help them
select food.
Available amounts of food depend on

the size of the family.
While they shop, they get a sheet that

tells them the quantity of the product they
are allowed to take.
Shawn Bugh was one of the people get-

ting food at the new pantry.
Bugh said he the process for getting food

was easy, and he prefers the new pantry
rather than the former mobile food pantry.
“I’m very grateful for this. I don’t get

food stamps, so this helps. I got cereal,
crackers, pasta and sauce and all kinds of
stuff,” Bugh said. “It was easy, having it
here instead of in a truck.”
The pantry also had first-time shop-

pers there.
Cassandra Taylor said it was her first

time at a food pantry, as she was there
with her mom helping her out.
“I don’t knowmuch about this place here.

I’m here helping my mom,” Taylor said.
“But it’s nice to see that people who

need help with food are coming here and
getting the help they need.”
Hours of operation for the pantry are

Wednesday from 3 to 6:30 p.m., Thursday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Friday from 7:30
to 11:30 a.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. to
noon. For more information, visit www.
ccnfeeds.org.
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The McLaren
Central Michigan
Free Clinic is open
from 4-6p.m. on
the first Thursday
of each month
at 2981Health
Parkway, Suite B
in Mt. Pleasant. It
reopened on Jan. 4
after being closed
for about two years.

COURTESY PHOTO

Now open, it offers
more availability than
old mobile pantry

DRIVE»PAGE2

CLINIC»PAGE2

E.COLI»PAGE2

CLOUDY
High: Low:20 8 >> PAGE A6

Call for more
information:

800-321-9357
1200WRIGHT AVENUE, ALMA, MI 48801

www.masonicpathways.com

Call for more information:

Residential Living at its Finest!
Inspired by the true spirit of Freemasonry...we’ve been enhancing lives for generations!
Life’s journey doesn’t end at retirement.
The amenities at Pathways are as diverse as our
residents. A dedicated concierge team, a variety of
delicious dining options, an outdoor putting green
and shuffleboard courts, an indoor theatre, beauty
shop, computer lab and daily access to many
social outlets and shopping to name a few.

From our beautiful campus to the trusting
friendships between staff and residents you’ll find a
real commitment to helping our residents live a well
rounded life.
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of Pulaski, VA, LTC US
Army Retired, January
10, 2018. Beloved hus-
band of Carol (Higgs)
Burdette, dearest dad of
David Michael Burdette
(of blessed memory),
Amy Burdette, Mered-
ith (Steve) Stockman,
David (Sarah) Schwerk,
Janet Schwerk, cher-
ished Papa to Skylar,
Lily, Sierra, Eric, Lucy,
and Zoe. Also survived
by a sister, brother,
nieces, nephews, and
extended family. Da-

vid’s career spanned over 40 years in Higher Ed
'7<;< 7< '";2<! 5$ .$1$#< 1$! 1!&5$596;165"$ 16
several universities across the country. Services
will be held at the Southwest Virginia Veteran’s
Cemetery on February 9, 2018 at 1pm. In lieu of
-"'<;9* !"$165"$9 5$ (135!)9 $1&< #1$ 0< &1!< 6"
the Southwest Virginia Veterans Cemetery for the
+<&<6<;% ,<1465.#165"$ 8;":;1& "; 67< /;<167
Program.
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trailer to go off the road
and into a ditch where it
rolled over; both drivers
were treated for non-life
threatening injuries.
The heavy milk load re-

quired special equipment
used to pump it off the
trailer; the road was closed
for several hours as police
cleared the scene.
The accident came as

Gratiot County faced a
winter weather advisory
Friday morning, calling
for up to four inches of
snow by the afternoon af-
ter temperatures dropped
from the 50s to the 20s
over night Thursday.
Isabella County Central

Dispatch reported at least
20 accidents between 7
a.m. and 10 a.m., warn-
ing residents that roads
were ice and snow covered
on the agency’s Facebook

page. Forecasters said new
snow, blowing snow and
black ice underneath will
make travel treacherous in
the area mainly south and
east of Grand Rapids, but
extending north as far as
Gladwin County.
Winds are gusting up to

35 mph, adding drifting
snow to the mix.
Additionally, melting

snow from warmer tem-
peratures earlier in the
week combined with rain
and snow could raise water
levels in some areas, possi-
bly causing minor flooding
and river ice jams in some
parts of the state, forecast-
ers warned.
The Chippewa River in

Mt. Pleasant was just be-
low the action level of six
feet as of Friday afternoon.
Temperatures are not ex-

pected to get higher than
the mid-20s in mid-Michi-
gan over the weekend, with
overnight lows in the sin-
gle digits according to the
National Weather Service.
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A winter weather advisory Friday morning, called for up to
four inches of snow by the afternoon after temperatures
dropped from the 50s to the 20s over night Thursday.

along several sites on the
Pine and Chippewa riv-
ers was presented by Rip-
pke during a Health Pine
River citizens group meet-
ing Thursday at the Alma
Public Library.
Testing is ongoing to de-

termine whether the E. coli
bacteria in the rivers are
caused by humans or bo-
vine animals.
E. coli is a bacteria found

in the digestive systems of
mammals and birds. The
state uses its presence in
surface water as an indica-
tor of pollution by feces.
The results of the DNA

testing will help to narrow
down the source of the E.
coli, whether it’s from bo-
vine or human sources.
The DNA samples gath-

ered fromwater at the sites
will be compared to a col-
lection of samples known to
be from a bovine or human
source.

“I think by the end of this
summer we’ll have a final
report on that at the latest,”
Rippke said.
The data found thatmost

of the sites on thePineRiver
exceeded the water quality
standard for E. coli at least
once, except for the south
branch of the Pine River at
South Brinton Road.
The Pine River study

was from June 7 to July 7
last year and the Chippewa
River study including Salt
Creek was done from July
12 to Aug. 9.
Testing was done at 13

sites upstream of Alma on
the Pine River, and seven
sites along the Chippewa
River.
“(The Chippewa River)

had fewer exceedances
(of the water quality stan-
dard) overall,” Rippke said.
“It still has E. coli contam-
ination issues.”
“If a water body exceeds

the water quality standard,
the risk of illness is elevated
at that time,” Rippke said.
The state’s water quality

standard is designed to pro-

tect human health during
recreation on water bodies.
State of Michigan water

quality standards for daily
geometric mean for E. coli
safe levels is 300 colonies
per 100milliliters while the
30-day geometric mean is
130 colonies per 100 milli-
liters.
Now,with this data avail-

able, other steps can be
taken.
A watershed manage-

ment plan is being devel-
oped by the Gratiot Con-
servation District.
“They are going to take

that andmake a plan,” Rip-
pke said.
In addition, rules to ad-

dress failing septic sys-
tems could be put in place
in municipalities in the fu-
ture, including the Time of
Sale program,whichmeans
a septic system and well
needs to be inspected, or
fixed if necessary, before a
home sale can be finalized.
As of Jan. 1, every home

sold in Isabella County will
need to have a septic sys-
tem inspected and fixed if

necessary before it can be
sold.
The new rule from the

Central Michigan District
Health Department came
about after approximately a
year of studying of the issue
that was brought on by sep-
tic systems in the Beal City
area that caused tainted
groundwater to leak into
the Chippewa River.
In rural areas, E. coli

may spread because of live-
stock and septic systems
people rely on.
There are approximately

1.4 million septic systems
in Michigan, thousands of
which could be failing, and
which puts approximately
240 million gallons per
day of wastewater into the
ground and pollutes thewa-
ter, according to theDetroit
Free Press.
Signs posted by local

health departments on the
Pine and Chippewa riv-
ers indicate the potential
danger of E. coli because
of partial body contact or
full-body contact with the
water.

E. Coli
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The following criteria
makes a patient eligible for
the clinic:
• income must be under

250 percent of the national

poverty level. An intake vol-
unteerwill explain this pro-
cess at the time of registra-
tion;
• the client cannot have

health care insurance, but
can have catastrophic in-
surance;
• if the client qualifies

for the Michigan Medicaid

Plan, they will be asked to
apply for it.
A volunteer will assist

with this; and clients will
be asked to go through the
intake and income process
once a year. This is neces-
sary to ensure that perti-
nent information is kept
updated.

Someone without insur-
ance will be helped in the
process to obtain insurance
as well. The clinic origi-
nally opened in January
2012 and was open for ap-
proximately two years be-
fore making a transition to
a virtual clinic, which is no
longer available.

Clinic
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By David Bauder
Of The Associated Press

PASADENA » Dona ld
Trump ignored the stun-
ning question at a White
House appearance on Fri-
day — “Mr. President, are
you a racist?” — but there’s
no getting around that
more people in the media
are willing to use that la-
bel.
The president’s refer-

ence to African “s---hole”
countries and reported re-
sistance to more immigra-
tion from Haiti felt like a
tipping point in the num-
ber of people willing to
call Trump a racist, rather
than say his words or ac-
tions exhibited racism.
Calling someone a bigot

is not a step to be taken
lightly, but now “the ar-
guments for being reti-
cent seem absurd,” wrote
John Cassidy of The New
Yorker. “The obvious truth
can no longer be avoided
or sugarcoated: we have a
racist in the Oval Office.”
An emotional Sunny

Hostin on “The View” Fri-
day, noting that her hus-
band’s family is from
Haiti, said she’s always
resisted labeling Trump
because she couldn’t look
into his heart. “I can say
now, Donald Trump is a
racist,” she said. “I hate
saying that, but I can say
that now.”
MSNBC’s Rachel Mad-

dow called him “an openly
racist president.” In using
the same label, CNN’s Don
Lemon asked, “how many
examples do you need of
this?” CNN’s White House
correspondent Jim Acosta
said that “it’s a disturbing
pattern because it seems
to come back to one truth
here and that is that this
president deep down may
just be a racist.”
“Guys, I don’t know

how to break this to you,”
Trevor Noah said at the
opening of Comedy Cen-
tral’s “The Daily Show.”
“But I think the president
might be a racist.”
Before he was president,

Trump once called civil
rights activist Al Sharpton
to complain that he called
him a racist and Sharpton
said he corrected him —
he was speaking about his
actions and not him. The
distinction is important
to Sharpton. But Trump’s
long effort into ques-
tioning former President
Barack Obama’s birth cer-
tificate convinced Sharp-
ton that there might be a
deep-seated problem.
“You don’t want to just

call people names that you
can’t back up,” he said in

an interview. “You don’t
want to call a guy a thief.
But if he keeps stealing
things, he’s a thief.”
The Associated Press

might quote someone call-
ing another a racist, “but
would not make the ac-
cusation on our own ab-
sent incontestable proof,”
said John Daniszewski,
the AP’s vice president for
standards. A group might
be labeled racist if it pro-
claims racial superiority.
Words or actions could

be characterized as racist,
but the AP would have to
show in its reporting that
they are overtly based on
race, he said.
Not all who were of-

fended by what Trump
said took the step to call
him a racist. CNN’s An-
derson Cooper said the
words were clearly rac-
ist, but he stopped there.
Trump’s former election
opponent, Hillary Clinton,
tweeted opposition to the
president’s “ignorant, rac-
ist views.”
Historian Ibram X.

Kendi, author of “Stamped
From the Beginning: The
Definitive History or Rac-
ist Ideas in America,” said

he notices a reluctance to
use the term.

He believes it stems
from people considering
it a fixed identity, when
that’s not necessarily the
case. He’d have no more
trouble calling someone a
racist as noting that it’s a
rainy day.
“A racist is not who a

person is,” he said. “A rac-
ist is what a person is say-
ing or doing.”
No one at the Trump-

friendly Fox News Chan-
nel has called Trump a
racist. But he has received
some blow-back there.
Brian Kilmeade, co-host of
Trump’s favorite morning
show, “Fox & Friends,” said
that “the president made a
mistake in making those
comment, no question.”
Conservatives expressed

concern more about the
weapon Trump had given
to his opponents than it
what he said. Former Fox
anchor Bill O’Reilly wrote
that the “Trump-loath-
ing media” is dancing in
the streets over his words.
Tim Graham, director of
media analysis at the Me-
dia Research Center, said
the term “racist” is as

fashionable now to use as
people who put “hashtag
resistance” on Twitter.
“It’s too much for an

objective journalist to
call the president a rac-
ist,” Graham said. “Jour-
nalists can, and probably
will, note that ‘critics say’
his remarks have a racist
connotation.”
Some of Graham’s ideo-

logical opposites, however,
are well beyond him. Lib-
eral filmmaker Michael
Moore tweeted, for exam-
ple, that journalists “from
now on, when referring to
Trump, must use the word
‘racist’ as a factual de-
scription of him.”
MSNBC’s Lawrence

O’Donnel l wondered
where some of his col-
leagues had been.
“To every news an-

chor and commentator
who discovered yester-
day that Trump is a rac-
ist, please explain why you
didn’t say that six years
ago he was lying about
the Obama birth certifi-
cate,” O’Donnell tweeted.
“I called him a racist and
pathological liar then. You
kept booking him for more
interviews.”

NATION

Some media figures call Trump
racist after profane remarks
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The president’s reference to African “s---hole” countries and reported resistance to
more immigration from Haiti felt like a tipping point in the number of people willing to
call Trump a racist, rather than say his words or actions exhibited racism.
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