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Morning Sun classified ads
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offerings and find what you
want. Call 888-461-5019.
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Buy it, sell it, find it in
the Morning Sun

HATS answers questions
about pet adoptions and the
benefits of adopting shelter
pets, and offers tips.
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Humane Animal
Treatment Society

The Anaheim Ducks hosted the
Chicago Blackhawks Sunday
afternoon to open the Western
Conference Finals. PAGE B1

NHLHOCKEY

AnaheimhostsGame1of
WesternConferenceFinals

By Eric Stafford
estafford@michigannewspapers.com
@StaffEffect on Twitter

For the 48th year, Alma’s Highland Festival
and Games will take over the mid-Michigan
city during a weekend full of events that will
have something for everyone.

The annual festival brings members of Scot-
tish clans and interested onlookers together
for a weekend of Highland dancing, bagpipes,
kilts, and camaraderie, according to the fes-
tival’s website.

The event begins on Friday, May 22, with
a choreography dance competition at 7 p.m.
and a performance by the band Jedi Mind Trip
from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m.

Jedi Mind Trip has been performing in mid-
Miching since 1996 with a professional atti-
tude and the ability to dynamically entertain
large audiences with a song-list that touches
memories of the 21 to 45-year-old crowd, ac-
cording to a profile in the festival’s flyer.

The opening ceremony will be held at 12:15
p.m. on Saturday, May 23, with band competi-

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Alma Highland
Festival to offer
event-full weekend

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

Everything is in place for Alma to start its
own testing of the Pine River this summer, af-
ter tests by Alma College professors last year
indicated that the river has large amounts of
E-coli, Tetracycline and manure.

“The college test results were troublesome,”
said Alma City Manager Phil Moore. “We need
to be data driven; we’re testing on our own to
see if we get the same results.”

Moore said the city is working with an aqua
biologist to test five times over 30 days in three
locations along the river.

If the tests indicate high levels of E. Coli,
that first triggers a health department advisory,
warning that the water way be unsafe.

“We’re following the Department of Environ-
mental Equality protocol,” Moore said. That
way, the results might trigger help from the
DEQ as well. The city has a written testing plan,
and they’ll submit each result to the DEQ.

Moore said that 25 percent of the city’s drink-
ing water comes from the Pine. Combine that
with the Gratiot Water Authority project part-
nership with St. Louis, and the Pine’s water
quality is everyone’s concern.

“We’ll have water test results on the city’s
website so everyone will be able to see them,”
Moore said.

Moore said test results come back about 28

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Alma set
to test
Pine this
summer

SUSAN FIELD — THE MORNING SUN

Yvonne Osborn of Weidman talks to state police Trooper Michel White Sunday at Kristin’s Walk in Weidman. Osborn is a
friend of the family of Kristin Spires, who was murdered May 17, 2010.

By Susan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

In the five years since Kristin
Spires disappeared, her family has
never given up hope.

Police continue to seek leads that
could point to the person who killed
Kristin May 17, 2010.

Kristin’s relatives have always held
a memorial on the anniversary of her
death at age 20, which according to
autopsy results was from blunt force
trauma to the head three days after
she went missing in Big Rapids.

This year, they did more.
Kristin’s Walk brought family,

friends and supporters to the Sher-
man Township Park on North School
Road in Weidman, where donations
were taken for the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children.

A bake sale with everything from
sugar cookies and banana bread to
brownies, cakes and gluten-free items,
also raised money for that agency.

When Kristin vanished May 14,
2010, her family and other loved
ones began a quest to find her that
lasted until her body was found April

17, 2011 in Mecosta County’s Austin
Township.

Sitting at a picnic table in the pa-
vilion before the walk began, Lynn
Arquette, Kristin’s mother, said the
walk and raising money to help miss-
ing and exploited children isn’t just
about justice for Kristin but about
others as well.

Like many others at the event, Ar-
quette was wearing a blue T-shirt
with “Missing You” and a poem
printed on the front, and “Kristin’s
Walk” printed on the back.

She said she and other relatives
want to do whatever they can to bring
awareness to human trafficking and
missing children.

Recalling her daughter, Arquette
said Kristin was an “ordinary kid”
who didn’t drink alcohol.

Justice for Kristin and others who
suffered the same fate would be to
take predators off the streets before
they can do to someone else what was
done to Kristin.

“Justice to me would be doing that,
and I want to find out what kind of
people would do something like this
to Kristin,” Arquette said.

Arquette was speaking to her sis-
ters, Jo Simon and Denise Livermore,
about a Compassionate Friends Net-
work walk in which she is involved in
Kentucky, which led to the idea for the

walk for Kristin.
Starting at the pavilion, the walk

went along Main Street in Weidman
to Woodruff Road, then back to the
park for a total of one mile.

Children, parents, grandparents
and others took part in the walk, and
many wrote the names of lost loved
ones on a “Kristin’s Walk” banner.

Prior to the walk, Michael White,
a community service trooper at the
state police post in Mt. Pleasant,
spoke to children at the event about
how to stay safe and recognize dan-
ger.

Being aware of surroundings is im-
portant, as is the “sixth sense” that ev-
eryone has, White said.

“Strangers and dangers don’t al-
ways look like the monsters they are,”
White said, adding that he thinks the
walk will grow to be “something awe-
some.”

State Sen. Judy K. Emmons, R-Sher-
idan, also attended the event, urging
children to tell their parents, teachers
or other trusted adults when some-
one does something that scares them.

Emmons also spoke about what the
Legislature is doing raise awareness
of and fight human trafficking.

Anyone with information on Kris-
tin is asked to contact the Mecosta
County Sheriff’s Department at 231-
592-0150.
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WALK FOR MISSING
CHILDREN, SAFETY

Walk for Spires marks fifth
anniversary of Kristin’s death
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ByKelly Rocheleau
krocheleau@michigannewspa-
pers.com
@KellyRocheleau on Twitter

The City of Mt. Pleas-
ant will be selling steel
and wheels for their sur-
plus equipment auction on
eBay, which started Friday.

The auction, in which
the city will be selling-
off equipment the city has
found replacements for,
largely features vehicles
this year, with a 1991 John
Deere 544E Wheel Loader
listed at $29,995 and a
Ford F-350 XL listed at
$1,250 at the forefront.

“We’ve found that eBay
works best for us opposed
to other means,” said
Tammy Bow, an adminis-
trate staff member for the
city and primary organizer
of the event.

The auction will last for
five days, while bidding
will go on continuously un-

til all items are purchased.
Isabella County de-

partments such as Isa-
bella County Parks and
Recreation and the Is-
abella County Sheriff ’s
Department will also be
putting up for the auc-
tions, with the organiza-
tions paying a small fee to

the city.
Those items have not

been listed yet.
The auctions began in

2007, with an online event
taking place at least once
a year since.

“We’vemade an excess of
$150,000 so far [since the
city started the auctions],”

Bow said. “It’s worked out
very well for us.”

Bow notes eBay regula-
tion state those who are
in charge of the auction
— workers with the city of
Mt. Pleasant, in this case —
and their immediate fam-
ily members cannot bid on
any items

ISABELLACOUNTY

Mt. Pleasant sells vehicles for eBay auction

tions, athletic events, and
workshops as a few of the
events to follow.

The ceremony will be
held in the football sta-
dium and includes official
welcome, Parade of Tar-
tans, royal Scottish coun-
try dancers and massed
band performance.

New to the athletic
events this year are the
3-on-3 Highland Hoops
basketball tournament
and 4-on-4 co-ed volley-
ball tournament.

On Sunday, May 24,
there will be events such
as an arts and crafts fair,
Chef Eric McBride prepar-
ing Scottish fare as “The
Celtic Caterer,” and Colin
Grant Adams to perform
traditional Scottish music.

Harp for a l l and
bodhran workshops will
also be held on Sunday
afternoon in the Heritage
Center lobby where harp-
ist Candyce Dunham and
percussionist Benjamin
Dunham will teach those
interested in learning the
basics of playing the harp
and bodhran for free.

On campus housing will
be available at a new, lower
rate of $49 per night.

A limit of two people
per room and Alma Col-
lege alcohol and smoking
policies will be strictly en-
forced.

There is also camping
facilities available nearby.

On campus meals will
be offered with break-
fast served at the Hamil-
ton Commons from 6:30
to 11 a.m. on Saturday and
Sunday. Cost is $6.85 for
adults, $3.75 for children
3-12, and free for those un-

der 3. Additional informa-
tion can be found on the
festival’s website.

A one-day pass to the
event is $15 for adults,
$10 for seniors (62+) and
children 6-17, and free for
5 and under.

A two-day pass is $25
for adults, and $15 for se-
niors and children.

Only cash or check will
be accepted and there are
no refunds or exchanges.
Pets will also be allowed
this year for the first time
for a $5 fee.

Admittance and reg-
istration for pets will be
held at gate number one.

“Our Festival grounds
are incredible, and our
community is welcom-
ing, helpful, and excited
for you to visit. Expect a
lot of sunshine, many new
friends, and a kilt full of
fun!” reads the event web-
site.

Festival
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A parade during the Alma Highland Festival in May 2008.

ByJocelynnBrown
Of The Associated Press

BINGHAM FARMS, MICH. >>

Typically, one wouldn’t as-
sociate a medical conven-
tion with learning to nee-
dlepoint, but for 86-year-
old Donald Ketai, a retired
podiatrist, such an assem-
bly held in Boston over 30
years ago is exactly what led
to his longtime passion for
doing embroidery work over
canvas.

“We (he and his wife, Do-
rathy) were at a bed and
breakfast and because I had
a back problem, she helped
me carry the luggage up to
the room, and she ruptured
her disk. She was then bed-
ridden. We had to leave the
bed and breakfast and go to
the nearest refuge, which
was our son in Scotia, New
York,” said the Bingham
Farms resident.

“Dorathy was in bed at
that time,” he continued,
“and I had nothing to do.
Our daughter-in-law was
doing Bargello (flat-stitch
embroidery) on a canvas to
make a pillow. I asked her
to take me to the yarn store
and get me started on one.
They started me out with a
canvas and instructions of
what to do.” Ketai finished
his project and found him-
self hooked on the age-old
form of needleart.

After returning home, he
went to Rachelle’s Needle-
point in Southfield and had
his needlepoint made into
a pillow, The Detroit News
reported. He said, “She got
me started on another Barg-
ello pillow, and said, ‘You’re
so good at this, why don’t
you do (multiple-stitch) nee-
dlepoint?”’ After being in-
structed onamore advanced
form, using a range of stitch
techniques for added tex-
ture, Ketai did a bowl of lil-
ies that he had framed, and
it’s been hanging in his liv-
ing room ever since. That
particular project made
him realize how different
stitches can add more “sub-
stance and character” to a
finished piece.

Inspired by the thought of
having a hobby that would
help keep him “away from

the refrigerator,” Ketai has
done numerous needlepoint
projects, many of which he
gifted to familymembers, in-
cluding the one he presented
to his daughter at her en-
gagement party. Those that
aren’t made into a pillow, he
usually has custom framed.
He said, “The thing is, nee-
dlepoints are so labor-inten-
sive (that) you don’t want to
put them in a cheap frame.”
And, expense-wise, the can-
vas alone, he says, is about
$100, and then he has to
buy yarn, mostly wool and
silk, to stitch the design. So,
he’s investing a considerable
amount of time and money.

One of his more “interest-
ing” works is of the sailboat
he and his wife once owned.
“I gave Rachel a picture of
our sailboat and she (using

a computer program) put
it on a needlepoint canvas.
I did the needlepoint and
had a pillow made,” he said.
“It’s very precise because
you have to figure out pre-
cisely where the picture lies
so that the stitches can go in
the right direction.”

In recent years, Ketai
hasn’t done very many nee-
dlepoint projects because
“there was no one to give
them to, and we didn’t want
toput anymore inourhome.”
He said they have about
seven displayed, and feels
too many can “become too
showy.”However, he recently
began entertaining the idea
of doing one for his son and
daughter-in-law. “They’re in
a new home in Denver, and
I thought it would be a nice
house gift,” he said.

STATE

Retired podiatrist creates keeps busy with needlepoint art

BRANDY BAKER — DETROIT NEWS/ THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

In this photo taken March 11, 2015, Keta, poses next to a needlepoint artwork he made
depicting the Straits of Mackinac

BRANDY BAKER — DETROIT NEWS/ THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

In this photo taken March 11, 2015, Dr. Donald Keta, 86, a retired podiatrist, poses next to a needlepoint based work of artist Yaacov Agam, right, at
Keta’s home in Bingham Farms, Mich.

hours after they’re sent to
the lab.

The city has been work-
ing with MSU Extension,
the health department
and the DEQ to develop
a test that meets protocol
after professors at Alma
College presented find-
ings from a study that

found high level of E. coli
and drug-resistant bacte-
ria in the river, particu-
larly downstream from
CAFOs in Gratiot County.

Pine
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DETROIT, MICH. >> Detroit
police say four officers
and a 16-year-old car
break-in suspect were in-
jured when a drunken
man driving a pickup
truck struck a stopped
squad car.

Police tell The Detroit

News that the crash hap-
pened about 11 p.m. Sat-
urday.

WDIV-TV says officers
were patrolling an area
where there have been
several recent car break-
ins.

Police say a 54-year-

old man driving a truck
struck a stopped patrol
car. They say two officers
in the car, two standing
outside and the teen sus-
pect sitting in the back
of the squad car all were
taken to hospitals for
treatment.

Police say the injured
officers were listed in
temporarily serious con-
dition and there was no
immediate update on
their conditions Sunday
evening. Police say the
pickup driver was unhurt
and is in custody.

STATE

Officers, teen suspect hurt by drunk driver
“The
college test
results were
troublesome.”
Phil Moore, city manager
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