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Special to The Morning Sun

Sandy Halasz’s vision
started with just a couple
TVs and a love for radio.

Thirty years later, Halasz’
lifelong enjoyment of lis-
tening to her home stereo,
mostly top 40 pop and clas-
sic rock, has developed into
a sustainable business. The
1975 Central Michigan Uni-
versity accounting graduate
said the store offers custom-
ers a quality service for their
electronics unafforded by
bigger stores and websites.

“I’ve always been inter-
ested in stereo equipment.
Everyone is listening to mu-
sic and watching movies
these days,” Halasz said. “We
have all the equipment they
need to do so.”

Main Street Audio Video
first opened its doors in
1984. From its beginnings
as a video rental and small
electronics shop, the store
has become a long-standing
business in Mt. Pleasant, of-
fering a variety of services
and products to meet con-
sumers’ electronic needs.

After about two years of
business, Halasz began to
expand her offerings to in-
clude high-end home ste-
reo and theater equipment,
along with doing car stereo
sales and installations and
house calls to customers in

need.
“We started diversifying

pretty early on,” she said.
“We wanted more products
to sell than movie rentals.
Now movie rentals are less
than 1 percent of our busi-
ness. This is how we’re stay-
ing alive, by diversifying.”

The following decades
saw Main Street move away
from rentals, and begin sell-
ing and maintaining high-
end speaker systems, but it
still maintains a collection
of more than 3,000 DVDs
for sale.

Manager for the past 25
years, Scott Wager said the
store’s evolution over three
decades is the reason for its
success.

“This is how a hobby and
personal interest became an
advocation, and business op-
portunity,” he said. “There’s
always competition. We’re
a small independent store.
Our ability to survive has
been in our ability to evolve
in a highly competitive eco-
nomic landscape.”

As the market for elec-
tronic equipment has drasti-
cally moved online in recent
years, with several chain
stores closing, such as Ra-
dioShack’s Mt. Pleasant lo-
cation two months ago, Wa-
ger said Main Street has
thrived because of its cos-
tumer service and penchant
for unique, niche items.

“One thing that really
helps us is we carry a lot of
out of the ordinary things,”
he said. “We have accumu-
lated an interesting mix.
We’re sort of the go to store
for unique items. We have
high-end electronics, but we

also have traditional, retro
video games and turntables.

Main Street buys and sells
used games and music in
any format. Wager said the
store recently purchased a
collection of more than 400
vinyl records, hoping to be-
come “a niche for that too.”

Competing with more
accessible and well-known
online outlets, Wager said
many customers still pre-
fer a face-to-face sales expe-
rience when buying expen-
sive equipment.

The store carries a con-
tract with Paradigm, a high-
end speaker company that
only distributes to a small
number of Michigan stores.

The store also features
monthly sales, and an email
newsletter informing cus-
tomers of added inventory.

“The internet affects the
way everyone does business,”
Wager said. It may force us
to be more competitive in
pricing, but we try to offer a
level of service you can’t get
online or in a larger store.
We continue to offer an al-
ternative to the internet. For
the person who needs an ac-
cessory and wants it now.”

Primarily serving local
resident along with college
students, Wager explained

that since RadioShack
closed, Main Street has
seen an increase in custom-
ers and has worked to fill the
void left by the chain store.

“We’ve developed a real
word-of-mouth customer
base,” he said. “We see more
activity with CMU students
at the beginning and end of
the year, when they’re clean-
ing out or moving in. This is
an affordable way for them
to outfit their apartments or
dorm rooms.”

Halasz didn’t stop at serv-
ing individual customers
who venture into the store.
She said her relationship
with other local businesses
sees them coming to her or
sending customers for many
of their electronic requests.

“We have a good relation-
ship with other businesses,”
she said. “Most, if they elec-
tronic needs, they send it our
way.”

Regardless if the cus-
tomer is a large business in
town, or a college student
shopping on a budget, all of
Main Street’s services and
products come with 100 per-
cent guarantee, Wager said.

“We’re still a small com-
munity,” he said. “It serves
all our best interests to be
friendly and helpful.”

MT. PLEASANT

ELECTRONICS STORE
CELEBRATES 30 YEARS

ADRIAN HEDDEN — SPECIAL TO THE SUN

Manager Scott Wager inspects Main Street Audio Video’s collection of more than 3,000DVDs for sale Thursday at 701N.
Mission St. Main Street Audio Video recently celebrated 30years of business in Mt. Pleasant.

“There’s always competition.
We’re a small independent store.
Our ability to survive has been
in our ability to evolve in a highly
competitive economic landscape.”
— Sandy Halasz, owner of Main Street Audio Video

By Eric Stafford
estafford@michigannewspapers.com
@StaffEffect on Twitter

Library lovers will now be able to get their
fix on the go with the Chippewa River District
Library’s new Book Pedaler.

The customized book library is built on a bike
trailer and features a mobile hot-spot so CRDL
members can check out books on location and
non-cardholders can register for a library card.

“Basically, the idea is to get the library out
into the community to show it can be anywhere
people are and at community events,” said li-
brarian Kristin Lalonde.

In addition to loaning books and giving out
libraries cards, patrons visiting the Book Ped-
aler will be able to get their late fees waived just
by asking. Library information will be available
as well, including reading logs for the Summer
Reading Program, according to a CRDL press
release.

The mobile library made its debut at the first
Mt. Pleasant Farmers Market of the year Thurs-
day and Lalonde said it received a very posi-
tive reception.

MT. PLEASANT

Book Pedaler takes
books to the street

By Adrian Hedden
Special to The Morning Sun

Cheryl Kinberg will have to wait until next
year for her family’s chickens to be displayed
publicly.

But by then, the 18-year-old 4-H senior am-
bassador at Clare High School will be long
graduated.

Her four younger siblings will present the
birds next summer at 4-H competitions, one
year after all poultry and waterfowl were
banned from public exhibitions statewide.

“It’s kind of sad for my last year, I don’t get
to be with my chickens,” Kinberg said. “I like
sharing my chickens. You bond with them. My
siblings will definitely be back next year.”

Specializing in poultry and rabbits, Kinberg
said she spends about two hours per day car-
ing for her chickens. She owns seven of multi-
ple breeds, but this year will have to leave them
in the coop.

“You get a trust and friendship,” Kinberg said
of caring for the birds. “I’m a loner, but I love
my animals.”

All poultry and waterfowl exhibitions were
canceled June 1 by the Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development because of
a national outbreak of avian flu viruses.

MID-MICHIGAN
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“They thought the de-
sign was really cute,” she
said. “A lot of the people at
the farmers market have see
us out there before and they
thought it was great.”

The Book Pedaler will ap-
pear every Thursday at the
farmers market as well as
other community events.

Although the library is
still doing research on future
dates and locations, Lalonde
said it will definitely be at
an ice cream social in Rose-
bush on June 3, at a Summer
Reading Program event for
Girl Scouts on June 19, and
at Blanchard Days at the end
of the month. The bike will
also make appearances in
Shepherd and Winn.

“The idea is whenever we
have outside events we’ll
have supplemental mate-
rial,” said Lalonde.

For example, at the farm-
ers market the books avail-
able will be mostly cook
books using vegetables and
farm ingredients for adults
as well as children’s books
related to farming, food, and
the outdoors.

“The kids books go over
really well because a lot of
kids are there with parents,”
she said.

The concept for the Book
Pedaler actually came from
other libraries who havesim-
ilar mobile ventures.

The trailer was built by
Shane Smith, who builds
furniture and other things

for the library. Sue Ellen
Deni-Owen, who is an in-
house graphic designer for
the CRDL, created the vi-
nyl wrap.

Costs for the build were
fully covered by outside do-
nations from Isabella Bank
and the Mt. Pleasant branch
of the General Federation of
Women’s Clubs.

“I love biking and I love
being able to take the li-
brary out of the building
and into the community,”
said Lalonde.

The Book Pedaler most
recently appeared at the
Greentree Cooperative Gro-
cery store in Mt. Pleasant
on Friday before participat-

ing in the summer festival
parade downtown that eve-
ning.

Librarian Monica Fox
rode the bike and trailer
during that time and is one
of the rotating riders made
up of volunteers who work
for the library including
Lalonde.

“I really enjoy talking to
people and seeing those who
use the library get the bene-
fits of it,” said Fox.

Amy Derry of Mt. Pleas-
ant said the library is one
of her favorite places and
liked the Book Pedaler idea
because it’s informative and
gives the library increased
visibility.

Library
FROMPAGE 1

Sentencings in Isabella
County Trial Court:

• Haidar M. Alburayman:
25, Mt. Pleasant, invalid
operator’s license, $225
fine and costs.
• Arron T. Baldwin: 28,
Mt. Pleasant, operating
while intoxicated, $525
fine and costs, six months’
probation, 30days in jail.
• Chelsea M. Bennett: 30,
Mt. Pleasant, driving with
a suspended license, $300
fine and costs, one day in
jail.
• Timothy D. Bont:
59,Muskegon, operating
while intoxiated/operating
while visibly impaired sec-
ond, $725fine and costs,
six months’ probation, 45
days in jail.
• Jordan D. Cavataio: 22,
Macomb Township[, fail to
report accident, $350 fine
and costs, three months’
probation.
• Steven W. Church: 30,
Belleville, no operator’s
license, $350 fine and

costs, one day in jail.
• Leon Craig Jr.: 31,
Lansing, driving with a
suspended license second
or subsequent, $450 fine
and costs, 90 days in jail.
• Laurie A. Dyer: 50, Mt.
Pleasant, operating while
visibly impaired/operat-
ing while visibly impaired
drugs, $850 fine and
costs, six months’ proba-
tion, 30 days in jail.
• Dietrich L. Earl: 43,
Detroit, high blood alcohol
content, $950 fine and
costs, six months’ proba-
tion, 45 days in jail.
• Lujcas D. Elias: 21,
Mt. Pleasant, disorderly,
$575 fine and costs, four
months’ probation, two
days in jail.
• Larry L. Erskin: 31,
Shepherd, motor vehicle-
unlawful, $923 fine and
costs, 18 months’ proba-
tion, 90 days in jail.
• William E. Gonzalez:
19, Remus, driving with a
suspended license second
or subsequent, $450 fine

and costs, 10 days in jail.
• Rashamere Jophnson:
19, Flint, assault/battery,
$125 fine and costs, 14
days in jail.
• Kaitlin B. Kahgegab:
23, Clare, retail fraud,
$575 fine and costs, 12
months’ probation, 45
days in jail; retail fraud,
12 months’ probation, 45
days in jail.
• Alexis A. Kitter: 30,
Mt. Pleasant, operating
while intoxicated, $1,225
fine and costs, 12 months’
probtion, 30 days in jail.
• Paul F. Leiter: 61, Weid-
man, retail fraud, $337.58
fine and costs, four
months’ probation.
• Mackenzie Loughin:
31, Harrison, driving with a
suspended license second
or subsequent, $450 fine
and costs, 30 days in jail;
registration/plate, 30 days
in jail.
• Jeffrey J. Lubotina: 41,
Mt. Pleasant, invalid op-
erator’s license, $250 fine
and costs, two days in jail.

• Sammy J. Morales: 29,
Mt. Pleasant, interfere,
$1,025 fine and costs, 15
months’ probation, 30 days
in jail; domestic violence
second, $200 fine and
costs, 15 months’ proba-
tion, 30 days in jail.
• Amber M. Morgan:
21, Remus, retail fraud,
$405.13 fine and costs,
four months’ probation,
one day in jail
• Christopher Quezada:
38, Grand Rapids, oper-
ating while intoxicated,
$700 fine and costs, nine
months’ probation, 20 days
in jail; fail to RP, $150 fine
and costs, nine months’
probation, 20 days in jail.
• Vanessa Spratt 53:
Mt. Pleasant, retail fraud,
$475.42 fine and costs,
four months’ probation,
two days in jail.
• Sammy L. Taplin: 40,
Temple, Texas, invalid op-
erator’s license, $250 fine
and costes, one day in jail.
• Krista A. Tarbunas: 21,
Mt. Pleasant, open intoxi-

cant, $375 fine and costs.
• Dustin L. Thompson:
31, Big Rapids, registra-
tion/plate, $250 fine and
costs.
• Terrie J. Thrush: 35,
Coleman, use of controlled
substance, $405 fine and
costs, 12 months’ proba-
tion, 27 days in jail; bond,
$225 fine and costs, 12
months’ probation, 27 days
in jail.
• Briana E. Towery: 21,
Mt. Pleasant, driving with
a suspended license/no
operator’s license, $350
fine and costs, one day in
jail.
• Shantinique Williams:
24, Detroit, false pretens-
es, $437 fine and costs,
one day in jail.
• Deandre L. Young:
32, Saginaw, high blood
alcohol content, $1,445
fine and costs, six months’
probation, 45 days in jail.
• Kelli A. Zimmerman: 27,
Mt. Pleasant, driving with
a suspended license, $300
fine and costs.

Sentencings
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The Chippewa River District Library’s “Book Pedaler” was
fully paid for by donations to the library and can be seen
here outside of GreenTree Co-op in Mt. Pleasant.

Despite no cases of the
viruses reported in Mich-
igan as of June 1, MDARD
placed sanctions on the
birds to prevent them from
commingling with infected
birds from out of state.

The ban will last
throughout the summer
fair season.

“We know the tremen-
dous amount of time,
money and passion the
kids and other exhibitors
invest into their birds and
the importance of having
livestock animals at these
events to interact with the
public,” said MDARD’s
state veterinarian James
Averill in a statement.
“The rapid spread of these
avian flu viruses is historic
and has impacted more
than a dozen states across
the U.S.

“While there are cur-
rently no known cases of
HPAI in Michigan, com-
mitment to protecting the
health of all of the state’s
poultry flocks – backyard
and commercial farmers –
led us to making this diffi-
cult decision.”

In January, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control
reported the presence of
highly pathogenic avian
influenza viruses in birds
from multiple states, after
increased outreach and ob-
servation detected viruses
in commercial Canadian
flocks.

According to the CDC,
there is low risk for human
infections, but people have

been affected in the past by
similar strains.

The viruses are conta-
gious between birds, and
as a general precaution,
people are advised to avoid
wild birds, read a CDC
news release.

The fallout of the ban
was felt at 4-H clubs across
Michigan, planning bird
and poultry exhibition this
summer.

Katie Ockhert, 4-H ani-
mal science educator at the
Michigan State University
Extension in Alma, said

her organization has been
working to come up with
creative solutions to edu-
cate students without the
presence of live birds.

“This absolutely has an
effect on 4-H programs
across Michigan,” Ockhert
said. “Many groups display
birds and this has changed
things. We’ve come up with
creative solutions as our
purpose is education.”

Alternatives to display-
ing poultry and waterfowl
at competitions included
informational posters,

and lifelike models to re-
place the live birds. Ock-
hert said one-on-one in-
terviews could be set up
so students can display
their content knowledge
to judges.

“In terms of the actual
show, we are asking some
groups to purchase life-
like models so they can do
the showmanship show,”
she said. “Anytime we’re
involved in agriculture,
there is some risk. This is
one of those times. We need
to take these lemons and

make lemonade.”
For the Kinbergs, miss-

ing out on displaying their
chickens was disappoint-
ing, but Cheryl’s father Da-
vid, a 4-H leader in Clare
for 23 years, said this year
will focus more on educa-
tion.

“It’s kind of a disappoint-
ment, but the kids will learn
to make the best of the sit-
uation,” he said. “They’ll
get through it working on
other presentations. It’ll be
more the educational side
of things.”

Birds
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ADRIAN HEDDEN — SPECIAL TO THE MORNING SUN

Cheryl Kinberg,18, holds one of her seven chickens that would have been displayed in a 4-H competition this summer
if not for a statewide ban on public displays of birds, at her home in Clare.

ERIC STAFFORD — THE MORNING SUN

Librarian Monica Fox of the Chippewa River District Library talks to Amy Derry of Mt. Pleasant about available
programs and opportunities on Friday.

DETROIT (AP) >> Authorities
say a father was killed and
his son hurt after a shooting
in the drive-thru of a fast-
food restaurant in Detroit.

Police say the 28-year-old
man and his 9-year-old son
were waiting in line early
Sunday morning at a Wen-
dy’s when two armed men
approached their car de-
manding money and valu-
ables. The man in the car
showed a gun but also
handed over cash and a Ro-
lex watch.

No arrests have been
made.

STATE

Man killed,
son hurt in
shooting

DETROIT (AP)>> The Detroit
Historical Museum is cele-
brating the history of the
semi-trailer.

A presentation takes
place Sunday to celebrate
the opening of the mu-
seum’s newest America’s
Motor City showcase dis-
play titled “Fruehauf: The
First Name in Transpor-
tation.”

It was developed in
partnership with the Frue-
hauf Trailer Historical So-
ciety.

August Fruehauf was
a blacksmith and wagon
maker. In 1914, Freder-
ick M. Sibley, a lumber ty-
coon, needed to transport
an 18-foot boat to his cot-
tage using a Ford Model
T and asked Fruehauf if a
wagon could be attached.

Fruehauf and Otto Neu-
mann converted the car
and the historical society
says that marked the start
of the semi-trailer.

STATE

Museum
celebrates
history of
semi-trailer
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