
Morning Sun 08/14/2015 Page : 21cmh

Copyright (c)2015 The Morning Sun, a 21st Century Media Property & part of Digital First Media MI -- All rights reserved. Edition 08/14/2015August 14, 2015 10:49 am (GMT +4:00) / Powered by TECNAVIA

Obituaries .......A2 Lottery ............A3 Opinion ............A4 Business .........A5 Sports.............. B1 TV ....................B3 Comics ............B4 Classified ........B5INDEX

Like the Morning Sun for the
latest news, local sports,
opinion and community news,
and to join the conversation.

SOCIALMEDIA

Follow us on Facebook,
Pinterest and Twitter

Morning Sun classified ads are
the pages to advertise your
offerings and find what you
want. Call 888-461-5019.

CLASSIFIEDMARKETPLACE

Buy it, sell it, find it in
the Morning Sun

Eric discusses pleasure of
watching self-styled moralizer
fall from high horse.
PAGE A4

ERIC BAERREN

Crude jokes are
appropriate now

Bruce Rondon has been domi-
nant of late, but will he be in
line to take the next step as
closer? PAGE B1

TIGERS

Is Rondon stepping
into the closer’s role?

Today’sweb bonus >>Go online for the latest news and photos. TheMorningSun.com

CMUFOOTBALL

Veteran
safeties
lead CMU
defense
Sports >>B1

SOUNDOFF

Read
what your
neighbors
have to say
Opinion >>A4

COMINGSUNDAY

Local family
copes with
mental
health cuts
Page >>A1

At‑storm
High: Low:90 64

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

A federal grand jury on Wednesday convicted
a Wayne County man on charges of sex traffick-
ing using force and coercion in a case that in-
volved three runaways who were placed at a fa-
cility in Mt. Pleasant.

Jurors foundWillie Curry, 36, of Detroit guilty
following a two-week trial in United States Dis-
trict Judge Denise Page Hood’s Detroit court-
room.

Curry, who faces 15 years to life in prison when
he is sentenced Sept. 9, was also convicted of pro-
ducing child pornography depicting the victims
and illegally possessing a firearm.

Evidence presented at the trial showed that
Curry found his victims — two then-16-year-olds
and a then-15-year-old — in Mt. Pleasant after
they ran away from a court-ordered protective
facility in August 2013.

Curry convinced the three girls to go with him
to Detroit by promising them new clothing and
cell phones, and offering to take care of them,
U.S. Attorney Barbara L. McQuade and FBI Spe-
cial Agent in Charge Paul D. Abbate said in a
press release.

An alleged accomplice, TammyDenice Pollard,
entered a plea in the case but later withdrew it,
according to court records.

No trial date has been set for Pollard.
According to the criminal complaint filed in

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District in
Michigan, the girls found Curry fishing at Island
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Man, 36,
convicted
for sex
trafficking
Victims were teenage
Mt. Pleasant runaways

ByEric Stafford
estafford@michigannewspapers.com
@StaffEffect on Twitter

Union Township’s sidewalk saga continues, but
progress is being made.

The board of trustees unanimously approved a
date for a public hearing on a special assessment
district of the Blue Grass and Isabella sidewalks
during its meeting Wednesday evening.

Plans, districts and estimates of costs will be
disclosed during the hearing set to be held at 7
p.m. on Sept. 9, at the township hall, 2010 S. Lin-
coln Road in Mt. Pleasant, according to a notice
to residents and property owners.

Any objections or comments raised at the hear-
ing will be taken into consideration by the town-
ship board, who may revise, correct, amend, or
change the plans, estimates of costs or special as-
sessment district, stated the notice.

Township Manager Brian Smith explained
that if more than 20 percent of property own-
ers protested the assessment, they would have

UNIONTOWNSHIP

Public hearing will
focus on sidewalks on
Blue Grass, Isabella

By LindaGittleman
Special to the Morning Sun

On any day in the summer
it’s not safe to splash around
in the Pine River in or near
Alma.

But on some days it’s
downright dangerous due
to the very high level of E.
coli in the river.

Those days include the
times right after it rains.

So called “magic num-
bers” regarding E. coli show-
ing up in this summer’s tests

were stressed at the Healthy
Pine River citizens meeting
Wednesday night.

Onemagic number is 130.
No sample should exceed
that, according to the state’s
standards, said Alma Col-
lege Professor Tim Keeton,
who oversaw the sampling
completed by Alma College
Student AlexHall to state re-
quirements.

If those samples exceed
300 parts per 100 millili-
ters, it’s deemed unsafe for
humans, he said.

Four of the five sites ex-
ceeded 130 every day this
summerwhile three of the lo-
cations showednumberswell
over 300 nearly every day.

And on five days, a new
magic number of E. coli
samples was added: 1,000
— the number recorded in
the Pine.

The fact is, E. coli col-
onies above 1,000 simply
aren’t counted, Keeton said.

“It’s probably much more
than 1,000,” he said. “It’s
easily 2,000 or 3,000.”

The spots sampled in-
cluded Riverview Drive,
Harrison Road, the Alma
Boat Launch — the worst
areas — along with Luce
Road and the State Street
mill pond.

The city of Alma is paying
a Grand Rapids firm to du-
plicate the study to validate
the numbers.

In both those studies,
State Street proved some-
thing of a mystery, Keeton
said.

ALMA

Study: Pine River an E. coli roller coaster

PHOTOS BY ERIC STAFFORD — THE MORNING SUN

Several exotic Ford GT supercars owned by Pat Jarman of Mt. Pleasant are displayed at an annual car show hosted by the
Krapohl dealership in Mt. Pleasant for its 65th anniversary on Thursday.

Roy Freeborn, left, of Mt. Pleasant stands next to his
1941Ford half-ton pickup.

ByEric Stafford
estafford@michigan
newspapers.com
@StaffEffect on Twitter

People passing Krapohl
Ford on Pickard on Thurs-
day probably noticed a
parking lot packed with
everything from hand-
built hot rods to exotic su-
percars.

For the past 15 years, the
dealership has held an an-
nual car show to celebrate
its anniversary with this
event marking the 65th
year.

SalesManager BobMih-
alyfi called the show great
fun for everyone and an
opportunity for car enthu-
siasts of all manufacturers
to get together.

We don’t get anything
out of this event other than
goodwill from the commu-
nity, Mihalyfi said, adding,
“It’s our way to give back

and have some fun.”
Live music filled the

area and Pixie restaurant
handed out coney dogs to
all in attendance.

This year, 130 cars were
pre-registered and more
showed up on the day of
the event, according toMi-
halyfi.

“The real reason for reg-
istration is so they can be
invited back next year,” he
said, “Every year it gets
bigger and bigger.”

Andy Spencer of Mt.
Pleasant spent about 40
years working at the deal-
ership. He started his ca-
reer with the company
washing cars out of high
school. Eventually, Spencer
was promoted to control-
ler, where he handles the
finances and personnel.

On Thursday, he was
playing drums as part of
the four-man band, The

MT. PLEASANT

HOT-RODDERS GATHER
AT KRAPOHL CAR SHOW

Wedon’t get anything out of this
event other than goodwill from
the community,Mihalyfi said,
adding, “It’s ourway to give back
and have some fun.” Livemusic
filled the area andPixie restaurant
handed out coney dogs to all in
attendance.
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2014 Chevrolet
equinox lt

Only 10,000 Miles, All
Wheel Drive, Chrome

Package, Heated
Seats, Showroom

New! Only

828-6032
dicksovaautosales.com

DICK SOVA AUTO SALES

$23,995/$339 mo.
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DeVilles, playing rock mu-
sic from the ‘50s and ‘60s.

“This is just a great set-
ting because there’s such
a great group of people,”
Spencer said.

Clinton Pelcher of Mt.
Pleasant is a Chevrolet
man, but doesn’t mind
parking his salmon-col-
ored 1937 Chevy coupe
with a 396 engine and
Ford-sourced front sus-
pension and 9-bolt rear-
end in the Krapohl park-
ing lot. In fact, Pelcher
said he has been coming
to the dealership’s car
show since the beginning.

All the cars and all the
coneys are what brings
him out, he said.

Pelcher is veteran of the
car show circuit, travel-
ing to the annual St. Ig-
nace event in the upper
peninsula and shows as
far away as Indiana. He

also regularly attends the
weekly, summer drive-in
hosted by Pixie.

“We’re going there as
soon as we leave here,”
he laughed.

Roy Freeborn of Mt.
Pleasant owns a 1941
Ford half-ton with a 302
small-block and Mustang
II front-end and suspen-
sion components.

Freeborn has had the
truck for five years and
said he did all the work
himself, including an en-
gine swap, and replacing
the door panels.

“1940s Ford cars and
trucks were perfect when
they left the factory looks-
wise,” he said.

The changes to the
truck’s chassis were nec-
essary for safety.

“If you got passed by
a semi going down the
highway you’d get blown
off the road,” Freeborn
said.

Also the owner of a
1934 Ford coupe — a car
he’s owned since he was

a kid — Freeborn said he
has attended the Krapohl
car show for the last eight
years or so and enjoys the
people most.

“Since I’ve got into hot
rodding, they’ve become
my family,” he said. “You
know these people for
years.”

One time, a few years
back, Freeborn said he
got sick at an event and
a friend took his truck
keys and made sure it
got back safe while an-
other lady drove him
home. That, he said, is
family.

Old cars and trucks are
just a lot more enjoyable
and user-friendly in Free-
born’s opinion.

“If they break, you fix
them. If it breaks down in
your garage, who cares?
Then I got something to
do,” he said.

The crown jewels of the
car show were no doubt
the several Ford GT su-
percars on display.

Krapohl technician

Ron Werkau said he con-
vinced Par Jarman, who
has made a lot of money
in the area’s oil industry,
to show off his collection.

Conservatively, the
value of the cars is close
to $2 million, according
to Mihalyfi.

Werkau said Jarman
considers them an invest-
ment and said he thinks
it’s great the cars were
brought out for the gen-
eral public to see.

“As far as Ford perfor-
mance, this is the pinna-
cle,” he said.

Cars have been a hobby
all of his life, Werkau said.

He owns a 1979 Ford
Fairmont Futura he built
for drag racing. It has a
306 small-block and runs
mid-11s in the quarter-
mile, according to him.

As for his thoughts on
the annual car show at
Krapohl, Werkau said he
likes it.

“We are in the industry
and we deal in cars. This
is what we do.”

Cars
FROMPAGE 1

go out and get signatures
of at least 51 percent to go
forward.

Sidewalk development
on Blue Grass and Isabella
roads has been going on for
years.

Township officials even
reached out to property
owners in order to obtain
easements for implemen-
tation. However, that pro-
cess yielded poor results,
leaving them with a patch-
work plan of where side-
walks could and could not
be built.

Now, steps are being
taken to put in sidewalks
in all the locations where
easements have been

granted.
The special assessment

district to be discussed at
the upcoming public hear-
ing includes sections of
sidewalk in front of Hunt-
er’s Ale House and Endur-
ance Fitness all the way to
Isabella Road as well as in
front of the doctor’s office
across the street from that
location.

Also, a sidewalk is
planned for thewest side of
Isabella Road going north
up until the property line
at Jeffrey Lane, which is
where the easement ends.
Arbors of Eagle Crest
across the road provided
easements, yet due to the
lack of pathways there the
township plans to hold off
on construction but hold
on to the easement for fu-
ture use.

In addition to those
plans, the sidewalk in front
of Members First Credit
Union on Blue Grass will
be converted from 5-foot to
8-foot and multiple ramps
on that road will see work
in order to comply with the
ADA.

Trustee Roger Hauck
sounded encouraged by the
progress and hopeful of fu-
ture development.

“I know we all wish we
could get the whole thing
done, but I think getting
a little bit done at a time
is better than nothing,” he
said. “Andmaybe once peo-
ple see it we can get more
people to come on board.”

Trustee Bryan Mielke
shared Hauck’s positive
outlook of the future.

“I think that being the
fastest growing commu-

nity in Michigan for how
many years, I have high
hopes that will turn over
in the coming years. Hope-
fully sooner rather than
later,” he said.

Trustee Phil Mikus was
encouraged by property
ownerswho did grant ease-
ments and applauded their
recognition and support of
the community’s goals of
making that area safer.

He did have some strong
words for owners who have
chosen the low road, so to
speak.

“I think it should also
be noted that we’ve done
all that we could up until
this point in time,” he said.
“So really the ball is in the
court of the other prop-
erty owners that are de-
ciding they don’t want to
do what’s right.”

Sidewalks
FROMPAGE 1

Park and asked him for a
ride to Grand Rapids.

Curry instead offered to
take them to his home in
Detroit, where they stayed
for several days before one
of the girls escaped and got
help, according to court re-
cords.

Once Curry got the girls
to Detroit, however, he
“used physical violence
and threats to control his
victims, including beating
one victim with a metal
broomstick when she dis-
obeyed his rules,” Mc-
Quade said.

Curry also took explicit
photographs of the girls,
who ran away from an

outing at Island Park Aug.
3, 2013, then used the im-
ages in advertisements for
“commercial sex acts with
the victims,” McQuade
said.

When one of the girls
refused to comply with
Curry’s demands that she
engage in sex acts with
strangers for money, he
raped her, McQuade said.

The following day, the
girl climbed out a bath-
room window and ran
from the home to a nearby
gasoline station.

There, she approached a
woman and asked for help,
McQuade said.

When the woman called
the girl’s father, he took off
toward Detroit while the
woman drove the girl to-
wardMt. Pleasant, and the
girl and her father were re-

united near Lansing, Mc-
Quade said.

When Curry discov-
ered one of the girls es-
caped, he moved the oth-
ers to another home for
several days and talked
about leaving Michigan
when he found out an
Amber Alert had been is-
sued, according to court
documents.

State police inter-
viewed the girl, who gave
detectives the informa-
tion needed to rescue the
other tow girls from Cur-
ry’s home, McQuade said.

“This defendant preyed
on young, vulnerable vic-
tims, using false promises,
threats and violence to
compel them to engage in
sex acts for his own profit,”
McQuade said. “Sex traf-
fickers like this one treat

human beings like com-
modities to be traded for
cash.”

Mt. Pleasant police is-
sued a statewide alert
roughly a week after the
three girls went missing.

The girls had been
placed in a private, non-se-
cure facility for their own
safety and well-being be-
cause they had been taken
out of unstable family cir-
cumstances, aMt. Pleasant
Police spokesman said af-
ter the alert had been is-
sued.

State police provided
crucial assistance in the
case, which was investi-
gated by the FBI’s South-
eastern Michigan Crimes
Against Children Task
Force and the Mt. Pleas-
ant Police Department,
McQuade said.

Trafficking
FROMPAGE 1

The numbers were low
there — even below the
130 cut off. But not during
those times right after it
rained.

On at least one of those
days the numbers jumped
as high as 600 even on
State Street.

And on those days the
other spots zoomed past
1,000.

There’s no question that
day to day the numbers are
like a roller coaster at all
the locations: up and down
and up and down again,
Keeton said.

But State Street was
consistently low and
Keeton could only specu-
late why.

“State Street is puz-
z l ing ,” Keeton sa id .

“There’s something going
on in the spillway.”

It might be that nor-
mally the top couple of
inches only pour into
the spillway but dur-
ing one rainstorm there
was a lot of wind, he
said.

Sediments in the water
could have been stirred up.

He was asked if the
source of the contami-
nation could be deter-
mined, but Keeton ex-
plained that testing for
that can be tricky and
expensive.

There are tests that can
determine if the waste is
coming from a chicken or
a pig or cow but he said
he wasn’t sure how ef-
fective such tests would
be.

It’s clear, however that
the Pine River numbers
are much higher in areas
where there is agricultural

runoff and lower in areas
where there isn’t that run-
off, he said.

Even so, he was asked
if human waste was con-
tributing to the problem
and he acknowledged
that it likely was one part
of the contamination com-
ing into the river in Alma

via faulty and failing sep-
tic systems outside the city
limits.

Recreational use of the
river, along with economic
development aren’t the
only concerns. Alma gets
20 percent of its drinking
water from the river.

The last test samples

were completed Wednes-
day, Keeton said and have
been forwarded to the De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Quality.

Once those samples are
reviewed by the state, it
may mean that the city
would be placed on a long
list of cities to be in line
for still more tests, he
said.

It is but a start.
Several residents asked

if warning or advisory
signs shouldn’t be posted.

Marcus Cheatham, di-
rector of the Mid Michi-
gan Health Department
said that the state has au-
thorized health depart-
ments to issue advisories
for its local waterways and
beaches.

Trouble is, Cheatham
said, what should the signs
say? No swimming or tub-
ing any day but boating
or fishing is OK on some

days?
The truth is, the hospi-

tal has not been over run
with E. coli infections.

“And there are no
bodies in the river,” he
said.

Still, the community has
to “take the data to heart”
and an advisory will be is-
sued after consulting with
the city and the state as
to the wording, Cheatham
said.

He and Keeton pointed
out that the problem is
not unique to Gratiot,
and there are problems
throughout the state, in-
cluding the Chippewa
River, which is also re-
por ting high E. coli
numbers.

Keeton said he couldn’t
say that the Pine River
was deadly dangerous ev-
ery day.

“But it is on certain
days,“ he said.

Pine River
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Even so, hewas asked if human
wastewas contributing to the
problemand he acknowledged
that it likelywas one part of the
contamination coming into the
river in Alma via faulty and failing
septic systems outside the city
limits. Recreational use of the river,
alongwith economic development
aren’t the only concerns. Alma gets
20 percent of its drinkingwater
from the river.

ByDavid Eggert
Of The Associated Press

LANSING >> The former top
aide to Republican House
Speaker Kevin Cotter de-
nied any wrongdoing
Thursday and said his boss
acted “extraordinarily ap-
propriately” in response to
an extramarital affair be-
tween two other conser-
vative lawmakers, one of
whom is set to break her

weeklong silence.
Norm Saari, whose re-

cent appointment to the
Michigan Public Service
Commission was the sub-
ject of a legislative ad-
vice-and-consent hear-
ing, drew criticism from
a Democratic senator who
accused him of overlook-
ing or “willfully” ignor-
ing whether Reps. Todd
Courser of Lapeer and
Cindy Gamrat of Plain-

well misused public funds
in an attempt to hide their
relationship nearly three
months ago.

Saari, citing an on-
going investigation, de-
clined to comment to sen-
ators but told reporters
afterward he did noth-
ing wrong and neither did
Cotter.

“The speaker acted ex-
traordinarily appropri-
ately,” he said.

Inmid-May, a legislative
aide told Saari about the af-
fair between the two legis-
lators he jointly worked for
under an unusual arrange-
ment. The staffer also re-
ported Courser’s orches-
tration of a fictional email
sent to Republicans and re-
porters suggesting he had
sex with a male prostitute
to tamp down attention
from his real relationship
with Gamrat.

STATE

Ex-aide to speaker denies wrongdoing; Gamrat plans to speak
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