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If I didn’t know better, I
would have assumed it was a
slow news week. Over a five day
period the lead story, in most
every news outlet, opened to the
image of a reporter standing
in front of a nondescript Ken-
tucky courthouse or detention
center. Like the movie “Ground
Hog Day,” each day the story of
Rowan County Clerk Kim Davis
was retold; jailed for contempt
of court when she refused to is-
sue marriage licenses rather
than issue a license to a same-
sex couple.

Sadly, however, there were
true news stories worthy of be-
ing front and center. Pushed
back were the haunting images
of a lifeless 3-year-old boy wash-
ing up on shore after a failed at-
tempt by his family of Syrian
Kurdish refugees to seek sanc-
tuary in Greece; the arrest of a
suspect in the ambush and bru-
tal, execution-style killing of
Texas Sheriff Deputy Darren
Goforth as they lay Goforth to
rest; and, ironically, the Pope
creating a stir with conserva-
tives and progressives alike as
he speaks to realigning the po-
sition of the Catholic Church on
annulments.

This disparity may not have
come to mind were it not for the
sheer volume of posts sent to me
regarding the story as if I was

to rally the cause and celebrate
her incarceration. Quite frankly,
I don’t share the outrage and
anger so many others display.
While not unfamiliar with a
soapbox, I am more perplexed
and curious as to how this is-
sue was able to languish long
enough to become a legal case;
assuming that discipline for
dereliction of duty and insub-
ordination would have solved
the concern quickly. There are
camps making her a martyr,
persecuted for her beliefs, and
those celebrating her incarcer-
ation as they call her a bigot. I
don’t quite see it from either of
those two perspectives.

First and foremost, I don’t see
where her religious freedoms
have been infringed. From what
I read, she continues to believe
and worship as she pleases; free
to live her life as she would like
within the bounds of the laws of
our lands. That said, she chose
to take public office; even as a
government employee, she is
tasked with carrying out the du-
ties of her role. The responsibil-
ity to carry out core job func-
tions does not waiver based
on whether or not one believes
in them. I liken it to my situa-
tion; I provide food and alcohol
(we did not originally offer al-
cohol) in an environment where
the core product is gaming. If,
for whatever reason, I found
gambling or drinking alcohol
so morally objectionable that I

wouldn’t do my job, I maintain
the right to hold my beliefs but
need to find a different job; not
pout and try to infringe my be-
liefs onto others. Allowing my
objections to hinder my duties,
interfering with guests enjoying
my employers’ legal products,
isn’t noble, its negligent and I
should be fired — simple as that.

The correct resolution has
nothing to do with a lawsuit, it
has to do with identifying she is
unwilling to do an aspect of her
job and give her walking papers
via impeachment, expulsion, or
recall; just like most of us in the
private sector would face if we
didn’t do our job.

On a side note to Ms. Da-
vis, I can appreciate your be-
liefs and applaud you for stand-
ing by them however wrong I
feel them to be. It would seem
that licenses are being issued
despite your objections, which
must be concerning. For what
it’s worth, Rodney and I have
been married just over two
months; none of our friends
seem to have had their relation-
ships jeopardized by ours, the
divorce rate seems un-phased,
and we are unaware of any
family whose values that have
been decimated by our mar-
riage. It seems that neither of
us has a newsworthy story to
tell in regards to marriage.

Marc Forrest is a Morning Sun
columnist.
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Kim Davis: Martyr of the fringe

As summer gives way to au-
tumn, the safety of the Pine
River in the Alma area is still
a concern.

In mid-August, the Healthy
Pine River citizens group met
to discuss the results of sam-
pling of the water, which was
conducted in the summer by
Alma College student Alex
Hall. The sampling was over-
seen by Alma College Profes-
sor Tim Keeton and was done
in line with state require-
ments.

No sample should over-
see 130 parts per million. If a
sample exceeds 300, the water
is deemed unsafe for human
contact, Keeton said earlier.

The testing showed four of
the five sites exceeded 130 ev-
ery day while three of the lo-
cations showed numbers well
over 300 nearly every day.
On five days, the number ex-
ceeded 1,000, and probably
was even higher, but 1,000
is the level where they stop
counting.

That was as of the Aug. 12
meeting of the citizens group.

First off, we commend the
City of Alma and Alma College
for doing the tests.

Many Alma residents, in-
cluding some who live near
the river, say it is obvious
there is something wrong with
the Pine.

But the busy Labor Day
weekend has come and gone.
The annual Lucky MacDuck
fundraising event — a fun day
of activities that include a race
with yellow rubber duckies in
the river — is Saturday, Sept.
12, bringing spectators to the
riverbank and requiring vol-
unteers to reach into the wa-
ter. Beyond that, countless res-
idents will want to take advan-

tage of the beautiful days of
September and October by be-
ing near the river.

Yet there still are no signs
to warn residents of a possi-
ble risk.

It should be noted that E.
coli levels in rivers tend to in-
crease after rains, because the
rain flushes out the streams
that lead into the rivers. We
have had a lot of rain.

We understand the desire
on the part of local and state
officials to be cautious. No one
wants to cause widespread
panic. City officials also have
said they are waiting on the
health department.

Regardless, the residents
of Alma need to know there
is a possible risk. If these lev-
els were reported near a lake
beach, be it a small lake or
Lake Huron or Lake Michi-
gan, signs would be posted im-
mediately. (In those cases, the
cause of the E. coli is often a
sewage overflow and the prob-
lem is temporary).

Then there is the ques-
tion of just how dangerous is
this. It appears at this time, it
is more of a concern that you
could have a cut and get bac-
teria in the cut. As far as we
know, local residents aren’t
getting sick from the river. But
it is an infection no one would
want to get, and even one or
two cases would be one or two
too many.

This is a complicated issue.
We know city leaders and the
health department want what
is best for the community and
will work to resolve the issue
in the long term.

But in the short term, the
main priority should be to
make sure everyone knows of
the potential risk.

OurView

Pine River’s
potential risk
still worrisome

Cartoonist’s Take

CALL SOUND OFF AT 989-779-6088

To the person in the Morning Sun
congratulating the Veterans Me-
morial Library on their new park-
ing lot, the credit should go to the
taxpayers of Isabella County.

Winn

Hi, I just wanted to say thank
you to the St. Louis Police
Department. I was just over to
the Frosty Cone and locked my
keys in the car and they were
called and came and within
minutes had my car open and at
no charge and I thought being
on a Saturday night, Labor Day
weekend, I thought that was
pretty great. So hats off to the
St. Louis Police Department.

Ithaca

I see in the Sunday edition that
the state lawmakers are weigh-
ing discipline for a pair on the
sex scandal and they’re holding
a special disciplinary hearing on
Tuesday to determine what to
do with the expulsion over the
extramarital affair that they had.
Wow, and yet the roads continue
to crumble under our feet with
no resolution because any other
day they’re on vacation. Why do
we pay these guys and women?

Alma

Excellent article in Sunday’s
Free Press on page 13A. The
title, a bumpy ride in Isabella
County, talks about the ter-
rible road situation in Michigan,
especially Isabella County, and
it has an article on Kevin Cotter
and his participation.

Mt. Pleasant

Hey, nice article in the paper
[Monday] on the chicken barbe-

cue for the Knights of Columbus.
It was a fitting tribute, or what-
ever, that Father Ricky went
down and gave chickens their
last rites. They deserved that,
but hey, great job.

Beal City

When you need gas, take your
family for a ride and go to Clare.
It’s always a lot less than Mt.
Pleasant. Last Saturday, 9/5/15,
we got it for $2.06; 40cents
less a gallon.

Shepherd

Would Mr. Huckabee be so quick
to defend religious belief if the
Kentucky county clerk was a
Muslim and refused to marry
same-sex couples because of
her deep religious belief of Syria
Law? With her deep religious
beliefs, Mrs. Davis should have
been a preacher. In that profes-
sion, no one would bother her
and she could discriminate and
hate to her heart’s content.
She chose a secular job and for
those of us who do not wish to
live in a theocracy, who believe
in law, and respect others, she
needs to resign or stay where
she is.

Mt. Pleasant

If Menards, a big-chain store,
refuses to pay their assessed
Union Township taxes, as Union
Township property owners do,
it should not be allowed to do
business in the Mt. Pleasant
area. Our tax dollars should not
have to be used to make that
happen. Union Township pays
pairs and everyone take your
business to the Home Depot
and other local businesses that
do support the Union Township
community and the city.

Union Township

SoundOff

The Democratic candidates
for president are trying to outdo
one another with their ambi-
tious proposals to reform the
campaign-finance system. Yet
without one vital change, none
of these plans will make any dif-
ference.

One candidate, the Harvard
professor Lawrence Lessig, says
that if elected, he will resign as
soon as his reforms are enacted,
all but guaranteeing he would
serve a full term. Hillary Clin-
ton, Bernie Sanders and Martin
O’Malley all want to stay in of-
fice long enough to appoint Su-
preme Court justices who will
overturn the Citizens United de-
cision, which made it easier for
corporations to spend money on
political campaigns.

Earlier this week, Clin-
ton called for a constitutional
amendment overturning Su-
preme Court rulings that cam-
paign spending is a form of pro-
tected political speech. She
also wants to institute a pro-
gram that matches small cam-
paign contributions with pub-

lic funds. So do Lessig, Sanders
and O’Malley, who is calling for
a 6-to-1 match: six public dollars
for every private dollar raised,
up to a limit.

But a constitutional amend-
ment would be meaningless,
and a matching funds program
disastrous, if the next president
doesn’t first fix the Federal Elec-
tions Commission.

No agency better represents
Washington’s dysfunction than
the FEC. The commission is
evenly divided between Demo-
crats and Republicans, and it is
hopelessly and endlessly dead-
locked. Candidates, parties
and independent groups have
stretched the law with virtual
impunity, but as the amount of
money spent on campaigns has
increased, the agency’s impo-
tence has become all the more
embarrassing.

The FEC, as it is currently
structured, is not capable of en-
forcing existing campaign reg-
ulations, never mind more re-
strictive rules made by possible
by a constitutional amendment.

Even more troubling is the pros-
pect of the FEC overseeing a
publicly funded matching pro-
gram that would be subject to
fraud and abuse.

New York City has a 6-1
matching program for munic-
ipal offices, but the presiden-
tial candidates are ignoring the
main reason this initiative gen-
erally has been considered a
success: It’s overseen by a non-
partisan board that hasn’t hesi-
tated to fine candidates in both
parties who break the law.

If history is any guide, the
next Congress is not likely to
pass a public financing law or
a constitutional amendment
limiting private spending, no
matter which party is in con-
trol. Nor is it likely to create a
strictly nonpartisan enforce-
ment agency. But before offer-
ing pie in the sky ideas — or an-
nouncing “a referendum candi-
dacy” — candidates might try
a simpler solution: Fix the FEC
first.

— Bloomberg View editorial
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Democrats have campaign
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