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2015 CHEVROLET
MALIBU LT

Full Power, Back
Up Camera, Factory

Remote Start, Leather/
Cloth Mix, Absolutely
Gorgeous Vehicle, Only

828-6032
dicksovaautosales.com

DICK SOVA AUTO SALES

$18,995/$279 mo.

Downtown Shepherd
COMPARE

ANYWHERE!

or about
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Like the Morning Sun for the
latest news, local sports,
opinion and community news,
and to join the conversation.

SOCIALMEDIA

Follow us on Facebook,
Twitter and Pinterest

Morning Sun classified ads
are the pages to find what you
want and advertise your offer-
ings. Call 888-461-5019.

CLASSIFIEDMARKETPLACE

Buy it, find it, sell it in
the Morning Sun

Wishes for a Merry
Christmas to all with the hope
that despair is rejected for joy
and optimism. PAGE 4

LOCALVOICES

Walker: A dose of
Christmas hope

It can’t get much better at MSU
as the football team is in the
college playoff and the basket-
ball team is No. 1. PAGE B1

COLLEGESPORTS

MSU living a college
sports dream in 2015

Best in preps >>Mid-Michigan’s best high school sports coverage. MiPrepZone.com

COLLEGEFOOTBALL

Kavon
Frazier
having great
season
Sports >>B1

SAVINGS

Save
money with
coupons this
weekend
Coming Sunday

SOUNDOFF

Read
what your
neighbors
have to say
Opinion >>A4

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

A 23-year-old
Harrison man was
arraigned on sev-
eral felony charges
Monday including
assault with in-
tent to murder af-
ter an armed home
burglary in Clare
County last week.

Derek Wiartalla
was arrested on Saturday, after
police say he broke into a Hayes
Township home Thursday, broke
into a safe and assaulted the
61-year-old man who lived there.

The victim told police he was
confronted by a man wearing a
ski mask and brandishing a hand

CLARECOUNTY

Man arrested
after attack,
home invasion

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

The Gratiot County Board of
Commissioners could only ap-
point one candidate to fill a va-
cant position Tuesday; that didn’t
mean they were going to let the
other applicants leave without re-
cruiting them for other roles.

Remarking on the merits of
all in the field of applicants for
the District 3 seat Laura McCol-
lum vacated earlier this month,
all four commissioners expressed
pleasant surprise at their choices.

“All of (the candidates) are
nice, all spoke well,” George Bai-
ley said. “I was encouraged to see
that. That tells me people are in-
terested in Gratiot County again.”

“We have boards and commis-
sions that aren’t filled, there are
ways to serve, and that’s a great
place to start,” Bailey said.

“All of you are qualified to
serve,” Tim Lambrecht said, echo-
ing Bailey’s statement. “Don’t

MID-MICHIGAN

Gratiot
County
gets a new
commissioner

RAY SKOWRONEK — DIGITAL FIRST MEDIA

Gianna Smith, 2, of Sterling Heights, checks the activity on the reindeercam.com while reading a Christmas story.

PHOTO COURTESY OF NORAD

Santa Claus shakes the hands of a fighter pilot not only assigned
to track Santa but to make sure he has a safe journey.

ByGina Joseph
gina.joseph@macombdaily.com
@ginaljoseph on Twitter

Tis the night before Christmas
and all around the world, chil-
dren will be wondering...

“Where is Santa Claus?”
“When will he be here?”
“Does he know I’m at grand-

ma’s house this year?”
For 60 years, these and other

questions about Santa Claus’
yuletide journey on Christmas
Eve have been answered by the
North American Aerospace De-
fense Command (NORAD) and
its predecessor, the Continental
Air Defense Command (CONAD)
Tracks Santa website, norad-

santa.org.
“I’ve called them before on

Christmas Eve,” said Katie Smith
of Sterling Heights. “When my
brother was young we would call
to find out where Santa was at
and when he would be coming
to Michigan.”

As a adult, Smith still relies on
NORAD’s Intel.

Only now it fuels the imagina-
tion of her 2-year-old daughter,
Gianna, who loves Rudolph-the-
red-nosed-reindeer and wants to
know everything about him in-
cluding when he and Blitzen will
be landing on her roof. As an el-
ementary school teacher at Hu-
ron Academy, it also helps Smith

CHRISTMAS

KEEPING TABS ON SANTA CLAUS

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

A parolee who was sought by
police for days last month in con-
nection to a suspected murder in
Shepherd before being captured
in Minnesota is facing numerous
new charges in Midland County,
including murder and arson.

The Midland County Prosecu-

tor’s Office filed charges Wednes-
day in two new cases against
Gregory Allan Rose related to
Nov. 13 incidents; Rose was ar-
raigned in November on charges
related to an earlier assault, in-
cluding first-degree home inva-
sion, assault with intent to do
great bodily harm less than mur-
der, felonious assault, unlawful
driving away of a vehicle and tam-
pering with an electronic moni-

toring device.
The new charges filed are in

connection with the murder of
67-year-old Connie Eilleen Pa-
junen, who was found dead inside
her burning home on Castor Road
by first responders on Nov. 13, and
another assault that occurred in
a separate house on Castor road
earlier that day, according to the
prosecutor’s office.

Rose was Wednesday in The
Pajunen case on open murder, fel-
ony murder, second degree arson,
armed robbery, first degree home

invasion, carry-
ing a dangerous
weapon with un-
lawful intent and
unlawfully driv-
ing away of an au-
tomobile, all of
which are felonies
of varying sen-
tence length, from
five years to life

without parole; no bond was set
because of the murder charges.

He was also arraigned on
charges in the other Nov. 13 as-

sault Wednesday that include
assault with intent to do great
bodily harm, a ten-year felony; as-
sault with a dangerous weapon,
a four-year felony; and carrying
a dangerous weapon with unlaw-
ful intent, a five-year felony. Bond
was set at $450,000.

Rose is being charged as four-
time habitual offender in the first
assault case and could receive up
to life imprisonment, or at least
a 25-year mandatory minimum
sentence, if convicted, according

MID-MICHIGAN

Prosecutorfileschargesagainstparolee

NORAD helps children track jolly
elf’s annual global journey tonight

Murder, arson suspected in woman’s death
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field the questions she re-
ceives at this time of year
from her inquisitive fifth-
graders.

“I have a discussion ev-
ery year about it,” Smith
said. “It’s fun because some
of the children are believ-
ers and some are not.”

This year she intro-
duced her class to one of
the SantaCams capturing
the activity of Santa’s team
including Dasher, Dancer,
Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cu-
pid, Donner, Blitzen and
even Rudolph.

“Some of the students
have never seen a live rein-
deer and they loved it. They
all questioned why there
was no snow at the North
Pole, however,” Smith said.

One of her students,
Cameron Willoughby, 10,
also asked why the rein-
deer weren’t f lying. To
which a fellow classmate
and true believer, Gisele
Koods said, “They need the
sleigh to fly.”

It’s a similar question
that launched the tradition
of tracking Santa Claus in
1955.

As the story goes, an ad-
vertisement by Sears Roe-
buck & Company placed in
a local newspaper in Colo-
rado Springs directed chil-
dren with questions about
Santa Claus to call him di-

rectly. Only the number
was misprinted and in-
stead of reaching Santa,
the call rang through to the
hotline for the commander-
in-chief at CONAD. Instead
of hanging up on the young
man the director of opera-
tions at the time, Colonel
Harry Shoup, had his staff
check the radar for indica-
tions of Santa making his
way south from the North
Pole. Children who called
afterwards also were given
updates on his location,
and a tradition was born.

Among the military and
civilian volunteers who
work for NORAD Tracks
Santa during the peak sea-
son is Canadian Navy Lt.
Marco Chouinard of Hali-
fax, Nova Scotia.

“I asked for this,” Ch-
ouinard said of his assign-
ment at the NORAD base,
where U.S. and Canadian
military work together. “A
lot of people want this job.
It’s interesting. It’s fun and
it’s a family-oriented pro-
gram.”

Plus, what was a small
operation, has grown tre-
mendously.

Instead of one day a year,
throughout the month of
December, NORAD Tracks
Santa’s North Pole Village
features a holiday count-
down, games and activi-
ties in eight languages in-
cluding English, Spanish,
French and Japanese.

Chouinard said also be-
cause of satellite systems,

high-powered radar, jet
fighters and our special
Santa Cameras, visitors
to the website on Christ-
mas Eve can watch Santa
make preparations for his
flight and follow him as he
makes his journey around
the world.

Children who have ques-
tions can also call the com-
mand center, where Choui-
nard and 1,500 volunteers
armed with military intel-
ligence and a marvelous
sense of humor are stand-
ing by.

The toll free number to
the NORAD Tracks Santa
hotline is 1-877-Hi-NORAD
(1-877-446-6723).

Q u e s t i o n s c a n
be sent via email to
noradtrackssanta@out-
look.com

NTS also has a Twitter
feed (@noradsanta), a Face-
book page (Facebook.com/
noradsanta), a YouTube
channel (YouTube.com/
user/NORADTracksSanta),
a Google+ page and apps
in the Windows, Apple and
Google Play stores, all of
which give visitors access
to information about San-
ta’s whereabouts on Christ-
mas Eve.

“There’s so much magic
involved in all of this. The
whole idea of it -- eing able
to track Santa Claus - it
feeds the anticipation and
build-up of knowing he’s
coming to their house,”
Smith said. “That’s what
makes it special.”

Tracking
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leave until you sign up.”
Board Chair Jan Bunting

agreed.
“Now that we got you in

here we’re not going to let
you go,” she said.

After hearing introduc-
tions and asking ques-
tions of applicants Sam
Smith, Karla Childers and
Danny Manley, the board
voted unanimously to ap-
point Sam Smith to the va-
cated seat.

Smith, a long-time mid-
Michigan resident - he
graduated in 1971 Carson
City-Crystal High School-

and 30-year owner/di-
rector for Smith Funeral
Homes in Ithaca, St. Louis,
St. Johns and Elsie, said it
felt like the right time to be
more involved.

“I just look at this as my
opportunity to give some-
thing back to the county,”
Smith told the board.

Smith said he hopes to
utilize his experience from
sitting on other boards, in-
cluding as a past president
of the Michigan Funeral
Directors Association and
two terms on the State of
Michigan Mortuary Sci-
ence Board.

Smith told the board
Tuesday that his schedule
is fairly open because his
daughter, also a funeral di-

rector, is adept at running
his businesses.

“I told her I want to be
a seagull, just swoop in for
a pay check; she tells me I
don’t have to come in,” he
said with a laugh.

Smith was immediately
sworn into the position and
took a seat at the board ta-
ble. After, he said he wasn’t
sure quite yet if he would
run in the regular election
in November.

All five seats on the
board have terms that run
through the end of 2016
and are up for election next
year.

“I only sat here for ten
minutes so far,” he laughed.
“But it’s good to be part
something.”

Board
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gun in his home some-
time before 7:45 p.m.

The victim was forced
to open a small safe at
gun point, according to
a press release from the
Clare County Sheriff’s De-
partment.

Before f leeing the
home, the burglar as-
saulted the homeowner,

who was treated for in-
jury first at his home then
later taken to the hospi-
tal by ambulance, accord-
ing to the release. Police
did not say whether or
not the man has been re-
leased from the hospital.

Saturday, two days af-
ter the home invasion and
assault, Wiartalla was
arrested and jailed for
home invasion, felonious
assault, armed robbery
and safe breaking, ac-
cording to the release.

On Monday, his offi-
cial charges at arraign-
ment were assault with
intent to murder and
armed robbery, both felo-
nies that carry sentences
of up to life in prison,
along with first degree
home invasion, a 20-year
felony. Bond was set at
$500,000, according to
police.

Wiartella posted the
required ten percent of
his bond and was re-
leased from jail.

Hospitalized
FROMPAGE 1

to the prosecutor’s office.
Rose, a 46-year-old pa-

rolee living in Midland
County, was already be-
ing sought by the Mid-
land County Sheriff’s De-
partment on Nov. 13 for
the earlier felonious as-
sault in Geneva Town-
ship when fire responders
found Pajunen, 67 dead in-
side her home.

State police were called
and determined Pajunen
did not die as a result of
the fire – but was the vic-
tim of a homicide, said Lt.
David Kaiser, a public in-
formation officer for the
department.

As they investigated,
police connected a truck
in the driveway of the
burned home to the earlier
felonious assault; it was
registered to a woman
who had a “dating rela-
tionship” with both Rose
and the man he alleg-

edly attacked in Geneva
Township, Kaiser said.
She was there, with her
truck, when the assault
occurred.

The sheriff ’s depart-
ment said they were al-
ready looking for Rose
with the help of the state
police fugitive team, who
assaulted the other man at
around 6:30 a.m. because
of a fight over the woman,
according to police.

Kaiser said after he at-
tacked the other man,
Rose apparently stole the
woman’s truck and ended
up at Pajunen’s home on
Castor.

When Rose left the
burning home on Castor
Road, in Midland Coun-
ty’s Greendale Township,
it was in a 2004 Ford Es-
cape registered to Pa-
junen, according to a po-
lice press release.

Three days later police
in Carlton County, Minn.
apprehended Rose after
he led both state troopers
and county sheriff’s depu-
ties on a high speed chase

in a stolen Army Core of
Engineers vehicle.

The chased lasted 13
minutes and reached
speeds of 95 miles mph,
according to a report by
the Duluth News Tribune.

Police recordings indi-
cate one officer fired shots
at the tires of the vehicle
Rose was driving, and
Rose rammed several po-
lice cars before being ar-
rested without injury to
anyone involved, accord-
ing to the report.

Kaiser said in Novem-
ber police had found no
connection between Pa-
junen and Rose, who was
paroled last year on armed
robbery and criminal sex-
ual conduct charges stem-
ming from an 1985 Mus-
kegon County incident,
according to the Michi-
gan Department of Cor-
rections. Rose is sched-
uled for preliminary ex-
amination on charges in
all three cases on Janu-
ary 13, 2016, at 2:30 p.m.
in the Midland County
District Court.
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DETROIT (AP) >> Civ i l
rights activist and Mich-
igan’s Elliott-Larsen Civil
Rights Act co-author
Daisy Elliott has died.
Elliott died Tuesday at
age 98, the James H. Cole
Home for Funerals in De-
troit said on its website.
The Detroit Democrat

spent nearly two decades
in the state House and co-
sponsored the 1976 legis-
lation that became the
law banning discrimina-
tion in employment and
housing in Michigan. Re-
publican state Rep. Mel
Larsen is the legislation’s
other author. Elliott also

was a co-author of the
1963 Michigan constitu-
tion, which created the
Michigan Civil Rights
Commission. Republican
Gov. Rick Snyder ordered
flags lowered to half-staff
within the State Capitol
Complex on Monday in
Elliott’s honor.
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DETROIT (AP) >> Firefight-
ers gathered in Detroit
to remember a co-worker
found beaten to death in
his home.

Dozens of residents and
neighbors of David Mad-
rigal also attended a can-
dlelight vigil Tuesday
night outside a firehouse
in southwest Detroit.

“If my house were burn-
ing down, he would be the
first to kick in the door
and save me,” Cathy Garza
said during the vigil.

Madrigal’s body was
discovered Monday night
by his son after the fire-
fighter failed to return
telephone calls. Madrigal
suffered head trauma and
his house was ransacked.

Madrigal’s Ford Ex-
plorer was found burned
on Saturday, miles away,
according to police.

No arrests had been
made as of Wednesday
morning.

“We still haven’t been
able to accept what we’ve
been told,” Fire Depart-

ment Lt. James Edwards
said.

Madrigal was a 26-year
veteran of the fire depart-
ment. A union official has
said he planned to retire
in 2016.

He took part in parades
and feeding Detroit ’s
homeless, and had been
expected to help out in a

fire department gift-wrap-
ping event over the week-
end, but never showed up,
city Fire Commissioner
Eric Jones said.

“They didn’t see him,”
Jones said.

“I know there had been
firefighters who called to
check on him that day and
they left messages.”
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Vigil held for Detroit firefighter
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Cathy Garza, who lives in the neighborhood, pays her
respects. “If my house was burning down he would be one
of the first to kick in the door and save me,” she said.
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