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Minimum wage rising 35 cents to $3.50) an hour

By David Eggert
Of The Associated Press

LANSING » Michigan work-
ers making the minimum
wage will get a 35-cents-an-
hour raise starting Friday.

The state hourly mini-
mum is rising from $8.15
to $8.50. That is $14 more
a week, or $728 a year, for
those working full time.

The increase is the second
in 16 months under a 2014
law that gradually boosted
the minimum by 25 per-
cent. The wage will increase
to $8.90 in 2017 and $9.25 in
2018, after which it will rise
with inflation every year.

Scheduled inflationary in-
creases will not take effect if
unemployment is 8.5 percent
or higher for the prior year.

Michigan is among 14
states where higher mini-
mum wages will go into ef-
fect in the new year, accord-
ing to the National Confer-
ence of State Legislatures.
Michigan’s wage will be tied
for 14th-highest among the
45 states with a minimum
wage.

The amount that employ-
ers can pay 16- and 17-year-
olds — which is 85 percent
of the minimum wage —
will stay at $7.25, the equiv-
alent of the federal minimum
wage. But it will increase to
$7.57 in 2017 and $7.86 in
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Mary Collins manages to make ends meet and does her best to save up by working at her
two minimum-wage jobs at Taco Bell and a retail store, according to The Times-Herald.

2018. The minimum hourly
rate for workers who earn
tips is rising from $5.05 to
$5.27 on Friday. Businesses
must still ensure tipped em-
ployees make at least $8.50
an hour overall.

Also taking effect in com-
ing days and weeks are laws
that will:

= Let drivers pulled over
by police show proof of their

auto insurance on a phone
or another mobile device in-
stead of having to provide a
hard copy.

= Authorize local health
departments to not inspect
proposed temporary food
establishments such as con-
cession stands that serve
only “low-risk” food like pre-
cooked hotdogs, popcorn
and ice cream. Health offi-

cials could instead do an in-
office consultation and oper-
ational review.

= Revise rules so veter-
ans and others with service
animals can visit restau-
rants and other public ac-
commodations without be-
ing turned away — except
in limited circumstances.
The state will offer volun-
tary IDs, tags and vests for

service animals. It also must
receive reports from people
who encounter problems us-
ing a service animal or who
suspect others of falsely say-
ing they have a service ani-
mal, and can refer violations
to law enforcement.

= Require police to adhere
to new reporting require-
ments about their seizure of
people’s property and make
prosecutors meet a higher
standard of evidence in civil
court before taking owner-
ship of assets they suspect
are tied to crimes, even when
no charges are filed or con-
victions are obtained.

= Let people caring for the
disabled open tax-exempt
savings accounts to pay for
the long-term needs of those
they care for, including hous-
ing and transportation. An-
other measure will raise the
maximum account balance
in Michigan’s 529 college
savings plan from $235,000
to $500,000.

= Ban a powder product
that makes vodka, rum and
other alcoholic drinks when
mixed with water.

= Require the state police
to notify the public about a
search for any person sus-
pected of injuring or Kkill-
ing a police officer. The Blue
Alerts will function like
Amber Alerts that help find
missing children.
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