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ByAlmaCollege public
relations

Alma College has received a
$100,000 grant from the Andrew
W. Mellon Foundation to explore
curricular innovation that leads
to more effective learning.

“Over the past several months,
we have invited faculty to think
about innovations for the college
and what might help shape the
college for the years ahead,” says
Alma College President Jeff Ab-
ernathy. “Our faculty are asking:
What do we do when we do our
best? What is distinctive about
what we do?

“The answers to these ques-
tions will guide our exploration of
curricular change that highlights
our strengths, improves student
learning and enhances what a lib-
eral arts college is all about,” said
Abernathy. “The grant from the
Mellon Foundation provides fi-

ALMACOLLEGE

Teaching
innovation
supported by
Mellon Grant

ByMorningSun staff

The Central Michigan Manu-
facturers Association (CMMA)

has a new execu-
tive director.

The association
announced Harry
Leaver, a regional
leader in manufac-
turing, will fill the
position, accord-
ing to a CMMA
press release.

Leaver will fo-
cus on building the association’s
membership base and responding
to the needs of manufacturers in
Clare, Gladwin, Gratiot, and Isa-
bella counties.

“The CMMA Board feels very
fortunate to have attracted an ex-

MID-MICHIGAN

Harry Leaver
named new
CMMAdirector

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

A Farwell man has filed a fed-
eral lawsuit against Clare County
Sheriff John Wilson and a deputy
for allegedly violating his civil
rights, claiming he was wrong-
fully arrested and jailed for four
days before a magistrate released

him. Joshua Allen Brennan’s at-
torneys, Joshua Blanchard of Miel
& Carr in Greenville and Todd Di-
etrich, an attorney in Harrison,
filed the suit last week in U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Michigan in Bay City, seek-
ing unspecified damages.

Brennan is alleging that Wil-
son, who has not yet been served,
and Clare County Sheriff’s Dep-

uty James Dawson used exces-
sive force, unreasonably
searched him and his
property and took his
property without due pro-
cess, violating his Fourth,
Fifth and 14th Amend-
ment rights.

The suit alleges that
Dawson went to Brennan’s
home on Oakridge Drive
in Farwell to “check” on
him Feb. 21, 2015 because Bren-
nan was on misdemeanor pro-

bation, and that Dawson “de-
manded” that he take a
breath test, although that
was not a condition of his
probation.

It also alleges that Daw-
son “noticed several sur-
veillance cameras on
(Brennan’s) house and
that Dawson repositioned,
disabled and wrapped a
camera with police tape

to prevent it from recording.
Dawson allegedly knocked on

Brennan’s door and several win-
dows but got no response from in-
side the home, according to the
suit.

When nobody answered, Daw-
son allegedly went to his patrol
car and activated the emergency
lights and siren, although “there
was no emergency at the time,”
according to the suit.

Dawson allegedly got the atten-
tion of a neighbor three houses
away, then continued knocking

CLARECOUNTY

Sheriff, deputy named in lawsuit

LINDA GITTLEMAN — FOR THE MORNING SUN

Dr. Tom Corbett, an early whistleblower on the dangers of PBB facing Michigan residents in the 1970s,
spoke to members of the Pine River Task Force on Wednesday.

By LindaGittleman
For the Morning Sun

Dr. Tom Corbett said he re-
members appearing on “Good
Morning America” and having to
debate a representative of the La
Leche League.

The La Leche League is an ad-
vocacy group for breast feeding
and Corbett, an early researcher
and whistleblower on the dan-
gers of PBB, was urging Mich-
igan women not to breast feed
their children.

Anyone living in the state in the
early 1970s had almost certainly
consumed PBB (polybrominated
biphenyl) and still likely has some
of the fire retardant chemical in
their bodies now.

Time has proved Corbett right.
Although much more still has

to be learned about the effects of
PBB in humans, it is known now
that many children of mothers
exposed to PBB have had health
problems and for the children
who were breast fed, the problems
have been worse, he said.

While the state continues to
reel from the Flint water crisis
and its lead poisoning, few in the
mid-Michigan area – and farmers
throughout the state – can forget
when thousands of pounds of the
fire retardant made at Michigan
Chemical (Velsicol) in St. Louis
got mixed with cattle feed and
subsequently made its way into
the food chain.

Contaminated feed was eaten
by cattle, pigs, chickens and
sheep, among others.

It was deemed the worst agri-
cultural disaster in history.

Few too can’t help but notice
the similarities in the state be-
tween the Flint water crisis now
and the PBB disaster then.

Corbett was in St. Louis
Wednesday night to speak to
members of the Pine River Super-
fund Task Force on just what hap-
pened in the mid-1970s.

The anesthesiologist, re-
searcher, author and graduate of
the University of Michigan Med-
ical School said he recalled read-
ing a newspaper story about the
PBB incident, then another about
the number of herds destroyed.

The medical problems were of
more interest to him and he de-
cided to conduct studies.

MID-MICHIGAN
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Man alleges violations of civil rights
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Morning Sun classified ads
are the pages to find what you
want and advertise your offer-
ings. Call 877-483-3450.

CLASSIFIEDMARKETPLACE

Buy it, sell it, find it in
the Morning Sun

Authentic food and music at
CMU’s Finch Fieldhouse Sat-
urday. Doors open at 6, music
at 7. Tickets: $30at the door.

NIGHTOF LOUISIANA

Cajun and zydeco music
on CMU’s campus

Zoo creatures from the John
Ball Zoo in Grand Rapids are at
Veterans Memorial Library be-
ginning at 11a.m. on Saturday.

TODOSATURDAY

Zoo to You at Mt.
Pleasant’s library

Gov. Rick Snyder’s top aide told
him the “real responsibility”
for the issues rested with local
government officials. PAGE A3

STATE

Snyder’s emails show
debate over Flint water
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A Tribute to Life.
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“Nobody had really stud-
ied this and studies needed
to be done,” he said.

Wanting to find out as
much as he could and as
fast as he could, he tested
pregnant mice and rats.

Of those animals that
survived the gestation –
many didn’t – a significant
number were born with
birth defects.

“(In 1974) I called the
(Michigan) Department
of Agriculture and they
didn’t seem too interested,”
he said. “They wanted to
know how much it was go-
ing to cost. Not a word was
said about potential health
risks.”

He remembers too

speaking with members
of the Farm Bureau – and
again not receiving an ex-
actly enthusiastic response.

Corbett said he was
pulled aside and told, “We
don’t want you telling any-
body about this.”

But people have a right
to know, he said he re-
sponded.

“I felt the state of Mich-
igan was not doing their
job,” he said.

Deciding he needed
some help, he called upon
Dr. Irving Selikoff, now
most remembered for his
pioneering work on the
dangers of asbestos.

Selikoff would be glad to
help but he needed an invi-
tation from the state, Cor-
bett said.

He again contacted the
MDA and was told that
they “didn’t need an out-

sider” coming into the
state and telling them what
to do.

He got much the same
response from the Michi-
gan Department of Health.

It wasn’t until a head-
line appeared in a news-
paper saying,” Governor
(Milliken) refuses to in-
vite expert,” that matters
changed.

When he came to Mich-
igan, Selikoff brought a
team with him and spent
two days with Corbett, pro-
viding much needed help
in learning more about the
impact on PBB, he said.

Having to battle the di-
rector of the MDA, B. Dale
Ball, now deceased, wasn’t
easy, Corbett said.

“But I felt sorry for the
guy,” he said. “He didn’t
have the background to
handle those problems.”

The state however, be-
gan a health survey of
Michigan farm families
exposed to PBB and the
MD Anderson Hospital in
Houston completed some
analysis on that data. And
it was learned that Mich-
igan’s residents had a
higher rate of cancer in the
digestive systems.

Although there haven’t
been conclusive studies
to directly link cancer to
PBB - not “proof positive”
- there have been enough,
Corbett said.

There have been studies
linking PCB to cancer and
PBB, a close relative, is con-
sidered more toxic, he said.

So PBB is “probably car-
cinogenic,” he said.

Corbett explained that
it usually takes about 20
years to develop cancer
when exposed to a carci-

nogenic.
And it was just about 20

years after Michigan began
tracking farm families ex-
posed to PBB, it defunded
and ended the study.

A lot of data was lost.
However, Emory Univer-

sity has picked up where
the state left, and has in
the last few years con-
ducted several tests among
chemical workers and their
families in St. Louis and
farm families around the
state.

The trouble with the
PBB disaster and the Flint
water crisis is that those
exposures - to lead or PBB
- will affect people their
whole lives, Corbett said.

A long term study is
needed in Flint and Cor-
bett said he can only hope
the state doesn’t drop it
like it did with PBB study.

Researcher
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perienced professional like
Harry Leaver to lead its ex-
pansion and outreach ef-
forts. Harry is well-known
among manufacturers who
will appreciate his insight
and vision,” said CMMA
President Jim Shoemaker.

The CMMA is a network
of manufacturing organi-
zations created to exchange
ideas and information and

to promote manufacturing’s
opportunities and contribu-
tions to the region.

“The CMMA has big goals
for growth, increased visi-
bility, and impactful work,”
said Leaver. “But, ambitious
as those sound, they are nec-
essary and important to the
economic health of our re-
gion.”

Leaver’s background in-
cludes 12 years working at
Saginaw Valley State Uni-
versity, where he created
and strengthened partner-
ships that supported work-

force development and eco-
nomic vitality. In addition to
his experience with higher
education, Leaver has exten-
sive experience in manufac-
turing with over 35 years in
the industry as a manager
and executive leader. Along
with Leaver’s appointment,
the CMMA has affiliated
with Mid Michigan Com-
munity College (MMCC).
The affiliation will further
strengthen the College’s
programs to meet the de-
mands of industry employ-
ers, stated the release. Leav-

er’s office will be located at
MMCC’s Morey Technical
Education Center in Mt.
Pleasant, which will po-
sition him to strengthen
the training-to-employ-
ment pipeline in manufac-
turing. He will work with
the college’s workforce de-
velopment team, includ-
ing the Small Business De-
velopment Corporation, to
connect industry demands
with customized training
and academic programs.
Also, Leaver will assist in
creating educational out-

reach programs such as in-
ternships and apprentice-
ships that provide both high
school and college students
with first-hand manufactur-
ing experiences.

“Our local manufactur-
ers are an ecosystem—sup-
porting and relying on one
another and our communi-
ties at large, he said. “We
want to ensure the vitality
of that ecosystem. Mid is a
key partner in the region
and both organizations are
committed to strengthening
this industry sector.”

Expansion
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on doors and windows,
eventually calling Bren-
nan by phone, without
having permission to be
on the property and with-
out a warrant, according
to the suit.

Brennan said in the
suit that he didn’t answer
the door because he was
ill, and that he submitted
to a PBT which indicated
no alcohol in his system,

but Dawson arrested him
on a probation violation
and took him to the Clare
County Jail, where he
stayed until 80th District
Court Magistrate Karen
Willing ordered his release
Feb. 24 and dismissed the
probation violation.

The suit alleges that
Wilson failed to properly
train Dawson, and that
Dawson detained Bren-
nan without cause.

Dawson also allegedly
instituted criminal pro-
bation violation charges
against Brennan without

probable cause “by pro-
viding misleading infor-
mation and/or by omitting
relevant and material in-
formation to the 80th Dis-
trict Court,” according to
the suit.

Brennan was “unrea-
sonably and wrongfully
subjected to embarrass-
ment, humiliation, fear, ar-
rest and detention against
his will, criminal proba-
tion violation charges, and
pain and suffering by the
illegal acts of defendant
Dawson,” the suit alleges.

While the lawsuit does

not indicate the reason
Brennan was on misde-
meanor probation, he has
several convictions for
crimes committed in Clare
County.

Brennan was sentenced
in October 2012 to two
years after entering a plea
to receiving and conceal-
ing stolen property be-
tween $1,000 and $20,000
and was discharged in Oc-
tober 2013, according to
the Michigan Department
of Corrections.

He was also convicted
of delivery/manufacture

of narcotics less than 50
grams after entering a
plea and was sentenced in
September 2008 to three
years, according to MDOC
records.

Brennan entered a plea
to maintaining a drug
house and was sentenced
in October 2012 to two
years, according to MDOC
records.

In May 2006, Brennan
was sentenced to five years
after entering a plea to dis-
charging a firearm from a
vehicle and a felony fire-
arm violation.

Wrongfully
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nancial support for improv-
ing teaching and learning.”

The major components
of the project include struc-
tured campus conversa-
tions, led by a coordinating

faculty committee and con-
sultants from The Learning
Alliance for Higher Educa-
tion, about the prospects
and opportunities for aca-
demic initiatives that im-
prove the student experi-
ence. In addition, the grant
provides financial support
for faculty — in the form of
$3,000 stipends — who wish

to revamp their courses in
ways that excite and moti-
vate students.

“The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation is one of the
largest and most respected
champions of humani-
ties research in the United
States, and we are fortunate
to be among the exemplary
institutions it supports,”

said Matthew vanden-
Berg, vice president for ad-
vancement at Alma College.
“This grant and the curric-
ular innovations we explore
will help ensure that Alma
thrives well into the future.”

The anticipated long-
term outcome of these ini-
tiatives is an even more
distinctive educational

program and a renewed
understanding of “who we
are as a liberal arts college,”
says Abernathy.

“Our goal, as always, is
to assure that Alma gradu-
ates are prepared to be life-
long learners and contribu-
tors to their local, regional
and global communities,”
said Abernathy.

Learning
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Radio hosts Johnny Burke
and Blondie will help Cops
& Doughnuts next month on
its busiest day of the year.

Cops & Doughnuts Presi-
dentGregRynearsonsaid the
bakery on McEwan Street in
Clare is hosting the two Feb.
9 - Fat Tuesday - during the
making of thousands of pac-
zki. The radio team will be
live on Periscope while the
Cops & Doughnuts crew
makes more than 20,000
half-pound paczki, Rynear-
son said. Doors will open
at 4 a.m. Johnny Burke and
Blondie were morning radio
hosts at WHNN FM in Sagi-
naw until the station ousted
them last week. Burke now
does a show on Periscope, a
Twitter live-steaming phone
app.

CLARE

Radio hosts
to help
Cops &
Doughnuts

ByMikeHouseholder
Of The Associated Press

FLINT >> A former U.S. Ma-
rine recently released from
Iran in a prisoner-swap
deal returned to his home
state of Michigan on Thurs-
day and thanked those who
“traveled this road with me.”

The plane carrying Amir
Hekmati arrived at Flint’s
Bishop International Air-
port, and he emerged to
waiting reporters and well-
wishers, including members
of the American Legion.

“Many people have trav-
eled this road with me,” said
Hekmati, 32, on the tarmac.
Despite his ordeal, he added,
“I’m standing here healthy ...
with my head held high.”

Hekmati had been at the
U.S. military’s Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center in
Germany since his weekend
release. He recounted Tues-
day how disbelief turned to
joy when he and three fel-
low Americans realized they
were being freed.

Asked about his 41/2 years
in an Iranian prison, Hek-
mati said “it wasn’t good,”
but that his Marine train-
ing helped sustain him.
Hekmati was born in Ar-
izona and raised in Mich-
igan. His family is in the
Flint area. He was detained
in August 2011 on espio-

nage charges. He says he
went to Iran to visit fam-
ily and spend time with his
ailing grandmother. After
his arrest, family members
say they were told to keep
the matter quiet. Convicted
by an Iranian court of spy-
ing and sentenced to death
in 2012, Hekmati was later
retried and given a 10-year
sentence on a lesser charge.

“I was at a point where I

had just sort of accepted the
fact that I was going to be
spending 10 years in prison,
so this was a surprise and I
just feel truly blessed to see
my government do so much
for me and the other Amer-
icans,” Hekmati had told re-
porters outside Landstuhl.

Hekmati and his family
deny any wrongdoing, and
say his imprisonment in-
cluded physical and men-

tal torture and long peri-
ods of solitary confinement
in a tiny cell. He has said
he feels lucky and humbled
by the support he received
from those campaigning for
his release. He also has ex-
pressed gratitude to Pres-
ident Barack Obama, the
U.S. Congress and his other
supporters, reserving spe-
cial thanks for the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps.

STATE

Former U.S. Marine home inMichigan

PAUL SANCYA — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Amir Hekmati speaks to the media after arriving on a flight at Bishop International
Airport on Thursday in Flint.

ROYALOAK(AP)>> City hall
is reopening in the De-
troit suburb of Royal
Oak after being closed
for a day due to a bro-
ken pipe.

Wednesday’s closure
was needed since the
building was without heat
or running water follow-
ing the break of a radia-
tor pipe in the city’s as-
sessing office.

In a posting on its web-
site, Royal Oak says city
hall will be open Thurs-
day and the heating sys-
tem is running again.

Water flooded areas of
the first floor and base-
ment.

City Manager Don
Johnson says the build-
ing, which was built in
1952, is showing its age.
He says it’s an “old and
decrepit building.”

The Daily Tribune of
Royal Oak reports city
hall has f looded four
times over the last six
years because of similar
problems.

STATE

City hall
reopening
after
shutdown

By LarryNeumeister
Of The Associated Press

NEWYORK>> A trial aimed at
defining settlement options
for hundreds of lawsuits
stemming from General

Motors Co.’s faulty ignition
switches could end abruptly
after a judge cast doubt
Thursday on the claims of
an Oklahoma man whose
air bags didn’t inflate when
his car crashed in 2014.

General Motors, referred
to sometimes in the case
as New GM, should be enti-
tled to dispute the claims of
Robert Scheuer with new ev-
idence it has unearthed rais-
ing questions about his tes-

timony, U.S. District Judge
Jesse Furman said. “I have
no question that New GM
is entitled to some of the re-
lief that it seeks,” he said.
“I don’t think it is even a
close call.” The judge said

a document supporting
Scheuer’s claims appeared
to have been doctored and
he appeared to have been
more physically functional
after his accident than he
claimed.

STATE

Judge’s comments could abruptly end GM ignition switch trial
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