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ByAdrianHedden
For The Morning Sun

Mt. Pleasant officials are seek-
ing public input on the proposed
cancellation of a recently-ap-
proved contract to spray for mos-
quitos in the city.

A public hearing to discuss
the contract is planned for Feb.
8. at the city commission’s regu-
lar scheduled meeting, 7 p.m. at
city hall.

City Manager Nancy Ridley
said the discussion around can-
celing the contract does not re-
flect on the company offered the
bid, APM Mosquito Control. She
said the commission will decide if
mosquito spraying itself is right
for the city.

“The question is, is mosquito
control in the best welfare of the
city and residents,” Ridley said.
“They want to hear from the pub-
lic before they make a decision.”

Approved by the city commis-
sion in November, the $85,221
contract with APM would see
spraying beginning this summer.

Beginning her term as city
commissioner in January, Lori
Gillis asked for the contract to be
canceled, citing environmental
concerns. Several residents also
spoke at previous meetings, voic-
ing similar concerns while others
were supportive.

“I would like to request to re-
search if there are any options for
terminating the mosquito con-
tract,” Gillis said at the January
meeting.

Two other commissioners, Nick
Madaj and Vice Mayor Allison

MT. PLEASANT

Public hearing
on mosquito
spraying set
for Monday

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

A sample group of property
owners in St. Louis will begin
testing tap water quality soon af-

ter the city sent letters asking for
participation late last week.

Although St. Louis would nor-
mally not be required to conduct
the lead and copper sample test-
ing until 2017 after tests in 2014
showed 90 percent sample be-

low the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s “action level,” the
switch to a new water source late
last year motivated the early test,
which will double the sample size
from 20 to 40 properties.

Those 40 properties include
the 20 tested last time, plus 20
more from past testing samples,
as long as the properties still meet
requirements, which include be-
ing high risk for testing positive

for lead and copper because of the
age of the building.

If for example, a building has
had construction work since last
tested that includes new plumb-
ing, it likely would no longer qual-
ify to be a sample site, because
the system would not have lead
components like those installed
before the mid-1980s, said city
manager Kurt Giles.

Once a property owner receives

a letter asking to participate in
the sample, they are asked to call
the city so a determination can be
made about the eligibility of the
home for the test. If they’re eligi-
ble, they’re given a testing con-
tainer and an instruction sheet;
the actual collection is done by
the property owner themselves.

Instructions include allowing
water to sit idle in pipes for at

GRATIOTCOUNTY

St. Louis tapwater testing underway

“The event is
a greatway to
play outside in
the snowwith
good people on
a beautiful day.”
— Nate Jones, participant
in The Man vs. Mountain 5K
obstacle course

ERIC STAFFORD — THE MORNING SUN

Anthony Feig and his son, Pierre, 12, are about to cross the finish line of the Man vs. Mountain event held in downtown Mt. Pleasant.

ByEric Stafford
estafford@michigannewspapers.com
@StaffEffect on Twitter

The Man vs. Mountain 5K ob-
stacle course is Mt. Pleasant’s
watered-down version of War-
rior Dash, and it’s accessible to
a variety of skill levels.

Organized by the city’s parks
and recreation department, Sat-
urday morning’s event had 100

more people sign up over last for
a total just above 250, accord-
ing to Event Coordinator Steve
Hoffer.

“The biggest benefit to the
community is that this event is
unique to this time of year,” he
said. “And we get people of all
skill levels out here.”

Along with providing locals
with a fun, February activity,
it brings people in from outside

the community, Hoffer said. He
knew of one person who came
from Canada and another from
Georgia.

Parks and recreation coor-
dinator Carol Moody said the
event is great for the city and
its residents.

“It’s a fun time to come to-
gether and do something
unique in the winter time,” she
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BRINGS WINTER FUN
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Morning Sun classified ads
are the pages to find what you
want and advertise your offer-
ings. Call 877-483-3450.

CLASSIFIEDMARKETPLACE

Buy it, sell it, find it in
the Morning Sun

Check out the gallery on the
MorningSun.com from Satur-
day’s Man vs. Mountain event
held downtown. ONLINE

PHOTOGALLERYONLINE

Images fromMan vs.
Mountain 5k

Like the Morning Sun for the
latest news, local sports,
opinion and community news,
and to join the conversation.
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Follow us on Facebook,
Twitter and Pinterest

The Spartans and the Wol-
verines took to the hardwood
Saturday in a key Big Ten
game for both teams. PAGE B1
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lead testing amid Flint water crisis
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ByMichael Gerstein
Of The Associated Press

LANSING >> Michigan lags
behind some other states
when it comes to laws
meant to keep guns from
domestic abusers, some
advocates for stricter gun
control say.

More than a dozen
states in the past two years
strengthened laws that
would keep guns from do-
mestic abusers. But Mich-
igan has no legal mecha-
nism to ensure those who
are barred from owning
guns in domestic abuse
cases under federal or
state law actually don’t
have them, said Michigan
State University law profes-
sor April Zeoli.

“Effectively, if you have
a firearm, nobody’s gonna
try to get it from you, even
if you are prohibited from
having one,” Zeoli said.

An estimated 184 peo-
ple in Michigan were vic-
tims of domestic gun ho-
micide from 2006 to 2014,
according to an analysis
of FBI data by The Associ-
ated Press. Nearly 28 per-
cent of those victims were
from Detroit, which had 51
of those cases.

Of the Michigan ho-
micide victims, 138 were
women.

Overall, the Michigan
State Police listed more
than 87,800 domestic vio-
lence offenders in its 2014
report, the latest one avail-
able.

Federal law prohibits
domestic abusers who are
married, formerly married
or who were living with
the victim, from purchas-
ing handguns. But those
same individuals can still
own and buy rifles or other
firearms in Michigan, and
people who sexually abused
strangers don’t lose firearm
rights, Zeoli said. She said
she doesn’t think current
laws go far enough to pro-
tect victims.

In 2013, Michigan saw
more than 14,000 domes-
tic violence restraining or-

der cases in which judges
had the discretion to strip
offenders’ rights to own
guns before the respondent
has a chance to contest that
order. But no laws ensure
that ownership bans are
enforced, Zeoli said.

Rep. Robert Witten-
berg, D-Oak Park, intro-
duced two bills last year
that would have created a
restraining order specifi-
cally for guns, but the leg-
islation got stuck in the
House Judiciary Commit-
tee the same day it was
introduced, according to
state documents.

The bills would have
stopped abusers or other
potentially violent peo-
ple from owning firearms
at the request of a family
member, friend, spouse
or partner, if approved by
a judge. The respondent
would still have due pro-
cess, Wittenberg said.

“In my mind this is a
common sense solution
in instances where peo-
ple make threatening re-
marks and we have to take
them seriously. And this is
a way to stop, hopefully,
bad things from happen-
ing,” Wittenberg said.

He said he hopes for a

committee hearing for the
legislation this year. But in
a Republican-controlled
Legislature, it’s unlikely to
get much traction.

Committee Vice Chair-
man Peter Lucido, R-Shelby
Township, said judges al-
ready have enough dis-
cretion in determining
whether offenders should
have guns in abuse cases,
and police can seize those
weapons on a judge’s order.
He also said law enforce-
ment should be hesitant

when it comes to removing
guns from those who were
accused but not yet con-
victed. He said guns should
only be removed when the
owner poses a clear threat
to someone.

“If somebody has guns
in the house and they have
only been accused one time
... do we start removing all
the guns? Just to arbitrarily
say, ‘Take the guns out in
every case’, I don’t know if
we have rights to do that
in every case,” Lucido said.

Last year Gov. Rick Sny-
der vetoed a bill that would
have allowed some domes-
tic violence abusers and
stalkers to carry concealed
handguns, a measure that
outraged some gun control
advocates.

An average of 690 Amer-
icans were killed with guns
annually by spouses, ex-
spouses or dating partners
between 2006 and 2014,
according to an analysis of
FBI data by AP. That fig-
ure is an undercount be-
cause not all departments
report such information,
and it doesn’t include chil-
dren and other bystanders
who were killed. More than
80 percent of those killed
were women.

STATE

Advocates leery of domestic abuse gun laws

JOHN BEALE — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Hollie Ayers poses with a photograph of her late son, Michael, 2, at her home in Bedford,
Pa. Michael, was shot and killed in front of her by her abusive ex-husband in 2013. Ayers
was shot in the face and the leg, and her ex-husband killed himself after the rampage.
More than a dozen states over the past two years have strengthened laws meant to
keep firearms out of the hands of domestic abusers, a rare area of consensus in the
nation’s highly polarized debate over guns.

In 2013,
Michigan saw
more than
14,000domestic
violence
restraining order
cases inwhich
judges had the
discretion to
strip offenders’
rights to own
guns before
the respondent
has a chance
to contest that
order.

at least six hours before col-
lection, gathering water from
a commonly used faucet
and recording information
about the sample like date
and time taken for the ana-
lysts. Once a sample is col-
lected, city employees pick it
up and send it to a lab; Giles
said in 2014 testing was com-
plete within a few days. The
city then mails lab results to
each property owner within
30 days of receiving them
from the lab.

In 2014, 45 percent or nine
of 20 of the sampled homes
had trace or no lead levels.
Two of the properties -one a
home and the other a busi-
ness or other property- tested
at above the 15 parts per bil-
lion theEPAconsidersaction-
able for lead. The rest fell in
between.

Because the city’s sample
was at exactly ten percent ac-
tionable and not higher, no
further action was needed;
source water for St. Louis
at the time did not show el-
evated lead levels, leading to
the conclusion that those two
properties had corrosive ac-
tion in pipes that contained
lead components, similar to
the lead water crisis in Flint.

Both properties partici-
pated in the lead and copper
testing in 2008 and again in
2011 before the 2014 results.

Neither was above the 15
ppb action level for lead un-
til 2014, when one tested at 55
ppb and the other at 73 ppb.

Giles said any properties
in the latest test that show
higher than action levels for
either lead or copper will re-
ceive additional information,
regardless of the whether or
not the city is required to
take any action overall based
on the results.

“We really appreciate the
cooperation of our custom-
ers in this testing,” Giles
said. “Lead and copper test-
ing is a partnership between
the city and the building
owner.”

Water
FROMPAGE 1

In 2014, 45
percent or nine
of 20 of the
sampled homes
had trace or no
lead levels. Two
of the properties
-one a home
and the other
a business or
other property-
tested at above
the 15 parts
per billion the
EPA considers
actionable for
lead. The rest fell
in between.

said. “It really showcases
the city’s parks, too.”

The course began on
Broadway Street, near
Mountain Town Station,
and snaked through the
various parks with obsta-
cles like a log carry, zig
zag climb, army crawl, spi-
der maze, and more. The
finish line was located
between Mountain Town
and city hall.

Before beginning their
heat at 9:20 a.m., friends
Bridget Fairchild and
Emily Owl, both of Mt.
Pleasant, spoke about the
event.

The two are not new to
5k marathons or winter
weather.

“Emily and I both love
to run in the winter,” said
Fairchild.

“I’m excited. It’s a chal-
lenge,” said Owl.

February is a boring
month so the Man vs.
Mountain event is great
because it gives people
something to do, she said.

Mt. Pleasant’s Anthony
Fieg and his 12-year-old
son, Pierre, also took on

the course.
“The parks and rec.

department does such a
great job with this event,”
Anthony Feig said. “I’m
just really grateful to
come out with my son.”

Pierre said he was glad
the age limit was lowered
this year so he could par-
ticipate.

Whether friends or
family members, skilled
or novice, participants
in the event seemed to
vary almost as much
as the obstacles, but all
appeared to enjoy the
challenge.

A trio of co-workers
from Mt. Pleasant, ex-
hausted after crossing the
finish line, huddled up to
high five and congratulate
each other.

For Amy Govin, it was
her first time and said
the last wall climb obsta-
cle just before the end was
the toughest part.

She said she basically
had to throw herself on
the ramp and climb over.

Jamee Urrea said her
short stature was both a
blessing and a curse.

On one hand, it gave her
the advantage to go un-
der a lot of obstacles. On
the other, she needed her

tall friend, Nate Jones, to
complete them.

Govin said Jones killed
the course.

According to Jones, the
best part of the race was
throwing his two co-work-
ers over one of the walls.

“The event is a great
way to play outside in
the snow with good peo-
ple on a beautiful day,” he
said.

“It’s nice to have an
event you don’t have to
travel to,” said Govin.
Next, the trio said they
were going to enjoy the

spoils of their victory
by claiming their prizes,
which include a hoodie
and a beverage.

In 2017, Man vs. Moun-
tain will be held on Satur-
day, Feb. 4.

Hoffer said the parks
and rec. department plans
on keeping the event go-
ing for the foreseeable fu-
ture.

“Right now we’ve got a
good thing running,” he
said. “We want to keep the
community involved, but
also bring in more people
from other areas.”

Fun
FROMPAGE 1

Quast-Lents, supported
her desire to revisit the
contract along with Mayor
Kathy Ling.

“At the Feb. 8 city com-
mission meeting, commis-
sioners will consider can-
celing the contract for
mosquito control services
planned for 2016 due to
concerns raised by resi-
dents and property own-
ers about the possible ef-
fects the control methods
could have on the health
of the public and environ-
ment, as well as the cost
of the program when com-
pared to other budget pri-
orities,” stated a city press
release.

The contract also in-
cluded the use of larvicide

briquets in storm drains
within the city limits to de-
stroy mosquito eggs.

Regardless of the chem-
icals used, Mike LeValley,
education coordinator at
the Isabella Conservation
District, warned commis-
sioners in November of the
effects of removing mos-
quitos from the food chain.
He said mosquitos provide
food for several animals in
the local ecosystem.

“That has a serious ef-
fect on all the predators,
all the insect larvae and
the birds and frogs and
everything else that feeds
upon them,” LeValley said.

Residents are encour-
aged to offer feedback dur-
ing the fist public comment
section of Monday’s meet-
ing. Written comments can
also be e-mailed to Ridley
at manager@mt-pleasant.
com.

Mosquito
FROMPAGE 1

CUSTOM DESIGNS
Etchings by our in-house artist

Buy Direct & Save Up To 50%

Also Available
Caskets, Cremation Vaults and Urns.

Brewer Bouchey Monument Co.
Family Owned Since 1895

211 N. Mill St. • Downtown St. Louis
989-681-3300 • Toll Free 888-362-2920

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. By Appt.
www.brewer-bouchey.com

989-773-8200
9-7 Mon - Fri., 9-6 Sat., 10-4 Sun.

Central Michigan University
Health Service Pharmacy

is soon to close.
Mission Pharmacy would like

to make the closing as painless
as possible for patients.
We offer many services

including in town delivery.
All prescription transfers will be

handled by our friendly staff.
Please contact

Mission Pharmacy to assist
in any way possible.

Thank you.
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LAU, CHRISTOPHER 
ROBERT; age 33; of Mt. 
Pleasant; passed away 
Thursday, February 
4, 2016, in Mt. Pleas
ant. Funeral Services for 
Christopher will be held 
at 2 p.m. on Thursday, 
February 11, 2016, at 
Potters House Family 
Worship Center, 5346 E. 
Deerfield Road, Mt. Pleas
ant, with Sam Forney 
officiating. A luncheon 
will follow the Service at 
the church. The family 
will receive friends from 
11 a.m. until the time of 
Service on Thursday at 
Potters House. Memo
rial contributions may be 
made to the Gemma Rose 
Mary Lau Scholarship 
Fund. Envelopes will be 
available at the church 
and Clark Family Fu
neral Chapel. Christo
pher was born on Sep
tember 5, 1982, in Mt. 
Pleasant, the son of Rob
ert L. and Lori L. (Wright) 
Lau. He graduated from 
Mt. Pleasant High School 
in 2001 and had played 
on the Oilers Basketball 
Team. Chris worked for 
Mountain Town Garden 
for two years and previ
ously in the construc
tion trade. He enjoyed 
gardening and completed 
the Master Gardener Pro
gram through Mid Michi
gan Community College. 
He enjoyed fishing and 
hanging out at bonfires 
and cookouts. He es
pecially loved spending 
time with his daughter 
Gemma and his dog Apol
lo. Chris was a kind and 
generous soul. Christo
pher is survived by his 
loving daughter, Gemma 
Rose Mary Lau and her 
mother Lindsay Hender- 
shot; his mother, Lori 
Lau of Mt. Pleasant; his 
father, Robert (Kathryn 
O’Gould) Lau of Shep
herd; his brother, Col
lin (Melanie Piedra) Lau 
of Mt. Pleasant; sisters, 
Arica Sageman and her 
children Taylor and Tan- 
nor and Sarah Lau and 
her son, Jude, all of Mt. 
Pleasant. Christopher 
was preceded in death 
by his grandparents. You 
may view Christopher’s 
obituary online and send 
a condolence to the fam
ily or light a memorial 
candle at
www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

MARTIN, ROBERTA R.;
born June 3, 1922; in 
Alma, MI; passed away 
Sunday, January 31, 
2016 at NHC Healthcare 
in Oak Ridge, TN, where 
she had been a resident 
since May of 2014, when 
she became too disabled 
to be cared for at home. 
She moved to Tennessee, 
in the fall of 2011 to live 
with her daughter, Julie 
and her husband JR. She 
was preceded in death by 
daughter, Jane B. Martin 
in 2004, husband, Rich
ard O. Martin in 2007 
and daughter, Marsha R. 
Schopfin 2014. Roberta 
was a generous, self-sac - 
rificing and loving Mother 
of six children, ten grand
children, twenty-one 
great-grandchildren, and 
four great-great grand
children. All who knew 
Roberta would agree 
that she was one feisty 
lady who didn’t hesitate 
to make her opinions 
known, but who also 
had a kind, loving heart 
towards those who were 
hurting or in trouble. She 
was a big sports fan, with 
hockey being her favor
ite, and was a die-hard 
Detroit Red Wings fan. 
She was also a wonderful 
cook and loved to share 
with family, friends and 
neighbors. Roberta is 
survived by her daugh
ter, Mary Machan and 
husband Lee of Eliza
bethtown, Pa., Son, Don 
Robbins and wife Gloria 
of Mohawk, Mi., Son, Rod 
Robbins and wife Kris of 
Harbor Springs, Mi., and 
daughter, Julie Grey and 
husband JR of Clinton, 
TN. No formal service will 
be held at this time. A 
memorial service will be 
held at a later date. (An 
online register book is 
available, and messages 
can be sent to

Martin Oak Ridge Fu
neral Home is in charge 
of arrangements. 1017 
Oak Ridge Turnpike, Oak 
Ridge TN. 37830 865- 
483-4341.
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