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Your Trusted Confidant: Joseph I. Shawi, MD, FACOG

You are not alone. It is time for a lasting solution to the “silent problem”of embarrassing female issues like urinary incontinence and
pelvic organ prolapse, which impacts close to 30% of all women.With Dr. Shawi’s extensive experience and McLaren’s precise technology for
diagnosis then medical or surgical solutions, you’ll soon be back to the joys of everyday
life as you’ve known it.

ontact this McLaren expert with offices in
Mt. Pleasant 989-317-4762 and in Bay City 989-316-4130.

Expert in Female Urinary Incontinence & Pelvic Organ Prolapse
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BySusanField
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

Amber DuBois doesn’t really
think she looks like her dog, Mur-
phy.

At least not yet.
“I think that eventually I’ll look

like Murphy,” she said at the CFX-
State Road Animal Hospital “Hair
of the Dog” event at Mission Creek
Park in Mt. Pleasant. “Our relation-
ship has only been a year.

“But we have the same round
cheeks and big head.”

Amber and Robert Rodriguez,
Murphy’s owners, brought him to
the event to mingle with other peo-
ple and dogs, and to get informa-
tion from various people who are
knowledgeable about canines.

During the event, Amber posed
with Murphy, and Old English
bulldog, for a owner-Pet look alike
photo.

Her picture and others will be
judged by the public on the CFX
Facebook page next week, said Ron
Kruman, general sales manager for
the radio station.

Operating a live remote and the
park, which includes Hannah’s
Bark Park, CFX and the State Road
Animal Hospital in Alma brought
in various vendors who gave good-
ies to dog owners, including sam-
ples of dog food and treats.

Kruman said the radio station
was looking for a summer event
and came up with a dog-friendly
day at the park.

“Everybody owns pets,” he said.
“We just thought it would be great
to get them to socialize.”

As dog owners walked with their
pets on leashes, representatives
from the Humane Animal Treat-
ment Society offered adoption in-
formation in a gazebo.

Members of the Mt. Pleas-
ant Kennel Club brought an agil-
ity course, which Rodriguez
and Murphy ran through sev-

MT. PLEASANT

Owners and
pets mingle
at ‘Hair of the
Dog’ event
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Lake Isabella resident Bill Groves’ grandson, Parker, 2, checks out the bison during a wagon ride tour of Pohl Bison Farm in Rosebush
Saturday. Parker and others on the ride fed the animals hay treats.

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

When Jim and Krista Pohl de-
cided to start raising bison, they
were given one very good piece
of advice: Treat them like bison.

Both raised on dairy farms, Jim
and Krista could have, like others
who are used to cattle, fallen into
the habit of treating the buffalo
like domesticated bovine.

That would have been a bad
and possibly fatal mistake.

On Saturday, the Pohls offered

visitors a tour of the bison farm,
with Jim driving the tractor that
pulled guests in a caged-in wagon
through the pastures at the farm,
which is also a bed and breakfast
and is located on East Rosebush
Road between North Whiteville
and North Lincoln roads.

Starting with a herd of three bi-
son in 2008, the Pohls now have
79, including twin calves, a dom-
inant male and other calves born
this year.

During the ride, Krista ex-
plained that twin calves are some-
what rare, and when they are

born, the mother tends to bond
with the stronger of the two and
abandon the other.

In this case, the mother bonded
with both calves, Krista said.

“This cow for some reason
took them both,” she said. “These
twins are even in stature.”

As Jim pulled into the pasture
where the bison were grazing, he
explained that the animals are
wild and can be very dangerous,
although they respect the bound-
aries of the fields and don’t try
to escape when a gate is briefly
opened.

As the tractor rolled through
the field, the herd kept its dis-

ROSEBUSH

KIDS AND ADULTS ENJOY
TOUR OF BISON FARM

ByLisaYanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

As the school year draws
near, the Michigan Department
of Health and Human Services
is reminding residents that for
most students up-to-date im-

munizations are a requirement,
with some exceptions including
medical or religious and philo-
sophical waivers.

And while 2015 data shows the
state has the 6th highest waiver
rate for kindergartners at 3.1
percent, that number actually
dropped from 2014, when kin-
dergarten waiver rates in Mich-
igan were at nearly 5 percent.

The MDHHS attributes that
drop in an education require-
ment for those seeking to opt
children out of required vaccine

schedules implemented in 2014.
Out of the 116,302 kindergart-

ners enrolled in public and pri-
vates Michigan schools in 2015,
more than 4,200 received im-
munization waivers; only 244
for medical reasons, 744 for re-
ligious and the rest — more than
three-quarters of exempted stu-
dents— were for philosophical
reasons.

In mid-Michigan, percentages
vary dramatically from district
to district.

In Isabella County schools,

there were 22 kindergartners
with immunization waivers in
2015.

Morey Montessori Public
School Academy had the high-
est percentage of kindergartners
with waivers, at 23 percent, or
three of the 13 students enrolled
in 2015, one citing religious rea-
sons while the other two were
granted a philosophical waiver.

While not the highest percent-
age in the county, Shepherd Ele-
mentary School has the highest
number of actual students with

waivers in one building at six;
One third were medical waivers
and the rest philosophical, ac-
cording to MDHHS data.

In Mt. Pleasant public schools,
Vowles and Pullen elementary
schools had 6 waivered stu-
dents combined; four at Vowles
and two at Pullen, two thirds
of which were for philosophical
reasons, the rest medical. Re-
naissance Public School Acad-
emy had four kindergarten waiv-
ers, 11 percent of the 2015 class.

MID-MICHIGAN

Rates of vaccinewaivers down from ’14

Owners give wagon ride in pastures Startingwith
a herd of
three bison
in 2008, the
Pohls now
have 79,
including
twin calves,
a dominant
male and
other calves
born this
year.
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tance until the compacted
hay treats started hitting
the ground.

Children and adults
tossed the treats, which the
Pohls provided before the
ride, to the animals, many
of whom got fairly close to
the wagon.

One of the visitors, Bill

Groves of Lake Isabella,
brought his 2-year-old
grandson, Parker, to the
farm for the tour.

Parker was excited to toss
the hay treats to the bison,
then tried to feed them straw
from bales on the wagon
when the treats were gone.

Eventually, the bison lost
interest and went to other
parts of the pasture,giving
Jim and Krista a chance to
talk about the animals.

Explaining the advice

about not treating bison
like cows, Jim explained that
their hide and hair is much
thicker and can withstand
cold temperatures.

Bison don’t require shel-
ter like cattle, and have ex-
isted without man for thou-
sands of years.

Krista told the visitors
that mother bison are very
protective of their young and
anyone around them always
has to be on their guard.

She warned that people

should never approach bi-
son on foot.

She also explained that
calves are about 40 to 50
pounds when they are born,
and are orange and fuzzy.

Mothers do not want hu-
man intervention when giv-
ing birth, Krista said.

Riding back from the
pastures, Krista said bison
numbers were dwindling in
the 1800s, with about 800
known to have been alive.

Now they are making

a comeback as ranchers
choose to raise and breed
the animals for meat, Krista
said.

Jim said he and Krista
decided to start a bison
farm, which has a store
on the lower level of their
home, because the ani-
mals have always intrigued
him.

They’ve never needed
man’s help, although the bi-
son on the Pohls’ farm get
wormed every year - very

carefully - and are provided
high quality hay, minerals
and salt.

Meat from Pohl Bison
is available at their store;
Greentree Cooperative in
Mt. Pleasant; and Nature’s
Gift Organic Market in Mid-
land.

It is on the menu at the
Doherty Hotel in Clare and
will soon be on menus at
Roz’s Diner in Rosebush and
Five Bistro in St. Louis, Mis-
souri.

Bison
FROMPAGE 1

One student obtained a
medical waiver while the
other three religious waiv-
ers.

Sacred Heart Academy

had one kindergarten waiv-
ers for medical reason in
2015.

Both Beal City Public
Schools along with St. Jo-
seph the Worker had zero
vaccine-exempt kindergar-
ten students las year; the
same was true for Winn El-
ementary and White Pine

Montessori.
In Gratiot County just

three elementary schools —
Carrie Knause Early Child-
hood Learning Center in St.
Louis, Fulton Elementary
School, and Luce Road Ele-
mentary School— had a to-
tal of 6 vaccination waivers
in the county.

In St. Louis one med-
ical waiver and one reli-
gious waiver were filed in a
kindergarten class of 72 in
2015, according to MDHHS
data while Fulton recorded
just one religious waiver.

Within Alma city schools,
all three remaining waivers
in the county were for phil-

osophical reasons in 2015.
Each of the three ele-

mentary schools with kin-
dergarten classes in Clare
County recorded at least
one immunization waiver
last year.

Clare Primary School
had the highest percentage
at 5.4 percent, a total of five

out of six for religious or
philosophical reasons.

Farwell’s three waivered
kindergartners in 2015 were
one each of medical, reli-
gious and philosophical.

Robert M. Larson Ele-
mentary School in Har-
rison had one religious
waiver.

Vaccines
FROMPAGE 1

eral times, starting with
low bars on the jumps
and moving up to higher
ones.

Murphy followed Rodri-
guez’ lead, leaping over the
jumps, then was guided up
a ramp and back down be-
fore going through a tunnel
to DuBois, who was wait-
ing at the other end for the
1-year-old dog.

Murphy got along well
with the other dogs and was
familiar with his surround-
ings.

DuBois and Rodriguez
him walking on trails at
Mission Creek and Mill-
pond Park, which is near
their home.

DuBois said she signed up
to win prizes and the couple
left with a goody bag full of

treats.
Sharon Waugh, owner

of St. Road Animal Hospi-
tal, said she was pleased
with the turnout and
steady groups of people
bringing their canine com-
panions.

Dogs
FROMPAGE 1
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Robert Rodriguez leads Old English bulldog Murphy through
an agility course at the St. Road Animal Hospital-WCFX

“Hair of the Dog” event at Mission Creek Park in Mt.
Pleasant on Saturday.

SharonWaugh, owner of St. Road
Animal Hospital, said shewas
pleasedwith the turnout and
steady groups of people bringing
their canine companions.
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Sentencings in Isabella
County Trial Court:

• Joshua R ALlison, 26,
Mt. Pleasant, driving with
a suspended license sec-
ond or subsequent, $500
fine and costs.

•Rachael J. Belke, 23,
Mt. Pleasant, operating
while visibly impaired-al-
cohol, $925 fine and costs,
six months’ probation, 21
days in jail.

• Catherine Bouchard,
35, Flint, operating while
visibly impaired, $925 fine
and costs, six months’ pro-
bation, 21 days in jail.

• Stephen S. Brodie, 24,
Mt. Pleasant, retail fraud,
$750 fine and costs, six
months’ probation, one day
in jail.

• Portia K. Brown, 24,
Mt. Pleasant, driving with
a suspended license sec-
ond or subsequent, $525
fine and costs.

• Joseph M. Cilc, 38,
Gladstone, no operator’s li-
cense, $295 fine and costs.

• Danielle N. Clevenger,
22, Mt. Pleasant, domes-
tic violence, $400 fine and
costs, 12 months’ proba-
tion, six days in jail.

• Mary A. Clevenger, 47,
Olathe, Kan., domestic vio-
lence, $225 fine and costs,
30 days in jail.

• Cecilia S. Cooper, 23,
Mt. Pleasant, driving with
a suspended license sec-
ond or subsequent, $525
fine and costs, six months’
probation, two days in jail.

• Jacob S. Cross, 23,
Alma, larceny, $974.22 fine
and costs, six months’ pro-
bation, two days in jail.

• Mackenon B. Crowley,
20, Alma, operating while
visibly impaired, $1,025
fine and costs, six months’
probation, 21 days in jail.

• Nicholas J. Dalgleish,
35, Mt. Pleasant, no insur-
ance, $625 fine and costs,
one day in jail.

• Patrick D. Downs, 52,
Alger, retail fraud, $200
fine and costs, four months’
probation, two days in jail.

• Vincente A. Faylor, 19,
Mt. Pleasant, driving with
a suspended license sec-
ond or subsequent, $450
fine and costs, six months’
probation, five days in jail.

• Cody C. Fisher, 28, Mt.
Pleasant, driving with a
suspended license second
or subsequent, $450 fine
and costs, six months’ pro-
bation, two days in jail.

• Joseph E. Granados,
28, Mt. Pleasant, driving
with a suspended license
second or subsequent, $875
fine and costs, six months’
probation, two days in jail.

• Gage R. Inwood, 23,
Rosebush, no insurance,
$725 fine and costs, six
months’ probation.

• Angelina D. Kelpin, 19,
St. Clair Shores, operating
while visibly impaired-al-
cohol, $925 fine and costs,

10 months’ probation, 30
days in jail.

• John A. Kuchar, 71, Mt.
Pleasant, operating while
visibly impaired, $850 fine
and costs, six months’ pro-
bation, 21 days in jail.

• Sydnie M. Landon,
24, Mt. Pleasant, no insur-
ance, $800 fine and costs,
four months’ probation, 10
days in jail.

• Juan J. Martinez, 38,
Lansing, operating while
visibly impaired, $925 fine
and costs, six months’ pro-
bation, 21 days in jail.

• Raymond M. McAllis-
ter, 31, Weidman, switch-
blade, $575 fine and costs,
three months’ probation,
one day in jail; fail to stop/
identify at property dam-
age accident, $225 fine and
costs, three months’ proba-
tion, one day in jail.

• Brittany A. Miller, 31,
Clawson, assault/battery,
$700 fine and costs, six
months’ probation, 21 days
in jail.

• Spencer C. Miller, 21,
Mt. Pleasant, operating
while visibly impaired,
$925 fine and costs, six
months’ probation, 21 days
in jail.

• Jasmine N. Morman,
21, West Bloomfield, op-
erating while visibly im-
paired-alcohol, $925 fine
and costs, six months’ pro-
bation, 21 days in jail.

• Jessica A. Pailthorpe,
26, Mt. Pleasant, operat-
ing while visibly impaired,
$1,225 fine and costs, six
months’ probation, 21 days
in jail.

• Joel A. Reed, 32, Mt.
Pleasant, driving with a
suspended license, $598
fine and costs.

• Thomas W. Sims, 45,
Mt. Pleasant, operating
while visibly impaired,
$400 fine and costs, four
days in jail.

• Patricia K. Stewart, 61,
Mt. Pleasant, no insurance,
$625 fine and costs.

• Adam N. Stricker, 34,
Shepherd, no insurance,
$800 fine and costs, six
months’ probation, 20 days
in jail.

• Chavis E. Taylor-Tri,
21, Bay City, driving with
a suspended license, $300
fine and costs, one month
of probation, two days in
jail.

• Samoeurn N. Thik,
28, Holland, possession of
marijuana/controlled sub-
stance, $1,025 fine and
costs, 12 months’ proba-
tion, 21 days in jail; operat-
ing while visibly impaired,
12 months’ probation, 21
days in jail.

• Michael D. Tice, 30,
Barryton, operating while
intoxicated, $475 fine and
costs, six months’ proba-
tion, 21 days in jail.

• Julie A. Wehrly, 56,
Farwell, no insurance,
$625 fine and costs.
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BAUGHMAN, JOAN A.“Grandma Jo”
86; of Blue Lake; passed 
away Friday, August 5, 
2016, at her daughter’s 
home surrounded by 
her loving family. Joan 
was born June 9, 1930, 
in Shepherd, daughter 
of the late Charles H. 
and Agnes M. (Peters) 
Bailey. She married her 
high school sweetheart, 
Ralph Baughman on 
July 29, 1951 in Mt. 
Pleasant. Together they 
raised three children. 
While she was a home
maker most of her life, 

she did teach kindergarten for a short period of 
time and also worked in the CMU admissions of
fice for 10 years. In her retirement, she and her 
husband Ralph spent time between their homes 
on Blue Lake in Mecosta and New Port Richey, FL. 
Joan is survived by her three children, Cindy (Joe) 
Zuker, Cheri Sjoberg, and Mark (Jackie Boettnerj 
Baughman all of Mt. Pleasant; grandson, Jeffery 
(Vicky) Zuker of Star, ID; great-grand daughters, 
Joslyne and Jordan Zuker; sister, Sue (Gale) Pick
ens of Tacoma, WA; numerous nieces and neph
ews; and her beloved dog, Shanay. She was pre
ceded in death by her parents; husband, Ralph 
in 2012; and grandson, Brian Zuker in 2003. A 
Celebration of Her Life will be held at 11 a.m. Tues
day, August 9 at the Charles R. Lux Family Fu
neral Home with Pastor Dan Siedlecki officiating. 
A luncheon will immediately follow at the funeral 
home. Interment of her ashes will be in Riverside 
Cemetery. Memorials are suggested to Woodland 
Hospice and Humane Animal Treatment Society 
of Isabella County (HATS). Envelopes are available 
at the funeral home. To send a condolence to the 
family please visit,

www. charle sr lux. c om

SLATER, JAMES EDWARD
Age 81; of Clare; passed 
away peacefully on Fri
day, August 5, 2016 at 
the Woodland Hospice 
House, in Mt. pleas
ant. He was born the 
son of Louis and Ha
zel (Cotton) Slater on 
April 29, 1935 in Clare. 
Jim married Sandra L. 
Sandborn on October 
6, 1956 and she sur
vives him. Jim had a 
long career as a repair
man for Michigan Bell 
Telephone and AT&T. 
He attended the Farwell 

United Methodist Church and had been a member 
of the Clare Moose and Eagles Clubs. He and San
dy had raced Standard Bred Horses for years as a 
hobby. He loved hunting and fishing, but, mostly 
his family especially his grandchildren and great
grandchildren. Jim is survived by his wife, Sandra; 
his son, Rick (Becky) Slater of Farwell; his daugh
ter, Kari (Dan) Hopp of Hopkins, Michigan; broth
ers, Ernest (Bobbie) and Mike; and sisters, Linda 
Skillman and Connie (Frank) Good; his grandchil
dren, Erica, James, Austin, Ethan, Haley, Daniel, 
and Brandon; and several great-grandchildren. 
He was preceded in death by his son, James Lee; 
granddaughter, Jessica; and sisters, SueMae 
and Joan. Funeral Services will be held on Mon
day, August 8, at 11 a.m. at the Clare Chapel of 
Stephenson-Wyman Funeral Home with Pastor 
Mike Neihardt officiating. Friends may meet with 
his family on Sunday from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. 
at the funeral home. Memorials may be made to 
the American Cancer Society. Online guestbook at, 

www. stephenson-wyman. com

STOLOWSKI, JOYCE A.
Age 55; of Rapid City, MI; passed away June 29, 
2016. She was born February 4, 1961 in Detroit to 
John A. Stolowski and Arlene (Parish) Wiles. She 
earned a bachelor’s degree in literature which led 
to having her work published. Joyce loved music, 
people, animals and the ocean. She lived life to the 
fullest, right up to the very end. She is survived by 
her daughters, Maggie Rossol, Taylor Rau; and son, 
Dylan Rau, all of Grand Rapids. Her sister, Jan 
Coughlan of Colorado; brothers, John Stolowski 
of Mesick, Jeff Stolowski of Lake Ann; and sisters, 
Jeanne Peeples of Alden, Jill Rau of Grand Rap
ids. Her mother, Arlene Wiles of Alabama, K. John 
Wethy whom she called dad of Alden; and nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded in death by her fa
ther, John Stolowski. There will be a Memorial Ser
vice on Sunday, August 14, 2016 at 1 p.m. followed 
by a Celebration of Life party with a luncheon and 
beverages at the Helena Township Alden Commu
nity Center at 8751 Helena Rd. located in Alden un
til 5 p.m. In lieu of flowers, memorials can be sent 
to Hospice of Michigan in Joyce’s honor. A special 
“Thank You” to all the wonderful people of Hospice 
who we will forever hold close in our hearts. God 
Bless.

CHRISTENSON, RUTH SUSAN SCHUELLER 
March 22, 1918 - August 1, 2016

Ruth was born in Beal City, in 1918, the daugh
ter of Joseph Schueller and Chistine Thelen. She 
married Richard Christenson in 1941 and he was 
immediately taken into the Army with a telegram 
arriving during their wedding reception. They went 
through difficult times with Richard’s training in 
the Army Air Corps, and Ruth followed him to all 
the bases, even with their baby daughter, During 
World War II, he was a B-17 pilot and escaped from 
occupied France. He had a career in the Air Force, 
and Ruth was by his side fulfilling all the functions 
and work required of a military wife. They were sta
tioned in many places in the US and even in Ja
pan. After the military, they lived in Florida, where 
Richard was an orange grower. When he died in 
1980, Ruth lived in Maryland and California to 
be closer to her children. Ruth studied Ikebana 
Flower Arranging in Japan and reached the level 
of teacher/professor. She also was a gifted painter 
and a gourmet cook. Watching football and playing 
bridge were two of her favorite things. Ruth enjoyed 
traveling. Her faith was extremely important in her 
life and she belonged to many Catholic organiza
tions When she first moved to Visalia, California, 
she volunteered many hours at the Visalia Com
munity Hospital, she also volunteered at a store 
the church operated for those in need. Ruth was a 
giving lady, and even in her old age, she still volun
teered at the retirement center, where she lived for 
14 years. In her last year, she was lovingly cared 
for at TLC by their staff and Hospice. Her positive 
attitude and happy nature will be deeply missed 
by all: son, Joe Christenson and wife, Maryanne 
of Visalia, California; daughter, Kay Janiszewski 
of Odenton, Maryland; grandchildren, Rick, Tim, 
Beth, Marie, and Richard; 13 great grandchildren; 
numerous nieces and nephews, and a rich multi
tude of friends. Ruth has joyfully joined her hus
band, Richard, who died in 1980; her two brothers, 
Clarence and William; son-in-law, Tony; and many 
brothers and sisters-in-law. There will be a Me
morial Mass and burial in Beal City, Michigan on 
August 13 at St. Joseph the Worker Church. Con
tributions in Ruth’s memory may be made to the 
Kaweah Delta Hospice in Visalia - 900 West Oak 
Ave, Visalia, CA 93291, or to the Building Fund of 
Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church - 5049 
West Caldwell Ave, Visalia, CA 93277.
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