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ByKullen Logsdon
klogsdon@digitalfirstmedia.com
@kullen_logsdon on Twitter

The Isabella Community Soup
Kitchen held its annual fall soup
and bread dinner fundraiser Fri-
day night and gave local resi-
dents the chance to experience
the kitchen for themselves and
donate to the charity

The fundraiser was from 4:30
to 7 p.m. at the soup kitchen — lo-
cated at 621 South Adams Road
in Mt. Pleasant. Foods included
soup, bread, breadsticks, salad
and a cake from Robaire’s bakery.

Kim Friedrich, executive direc-
tor of the soup kitchen, said the
fundraiser is crucial to keep the
facility open.

“We need them in order to
let the community know we are
here,” she said. “We have all of our
fundraisers here to let the com-
munity members see what it’s like
and to share a meal.”

The soup kitchen feeds break-
fast and lunch to approximately
100 residents a day. With winter
approaching, that number could
grow.

The soup kitchen will soon get
dozens of local homeless residents
that will stay at Isabella County
churches at night and are taken
by I-Ride to the kitchen in the
mornings.

Friedrich said she was hoping
for a couple hundred people to
show up Friday night and hoped
to raise around $2,000.

“We have a lot of people that re-
ally rely on our services, not just
in the winter months, but year
long,” Friedrich said.

Friedrich said there were
around 20 volunteers on hand—
the same amount they normally
use.

“I enjoy helping the (residents)
out. There is a great need for it,”
said Ron Orwig, a volunteer of
five years. “We need the funding
to operate and help the commu-
nity.”

Gladus Hall, of Mt. Pleasant,
said she sympathizes with those
who have no place to go and is
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Terry Decker of Lake sits with grandsons Braxton Antes, left, and Lincoln Antes at Rooftop Landing Reindeer Farm as the boys write letters
to Santa on Saturday.

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

What difference does a day
make?

A lot for the herd at Roof-
top Landing Reindeer Farm in
northern Isabella County.

Owner Dave Aldrich was at
an event in Saginaw on Friday

with a few of his herd, and the
temperature topped out at 70 de-
grees.

Although reindeer can deal
with warm weather, they prefer
the cold, and got it later Friday
and Saturday.

As Aldrich was tending to the
reindeer at the event in Sagi-
naw, a heavy rainstorm moved
in quickly and the temperature
dropped, sending everyone
rushing for cover.

“Everybody left at the same
time,” Aldrich said. “They all
started screaming and run-
ning.”

When he got back to the

farm, located at 2706 E. Steven-
son Lake Road in Vernon Town-
ship, the herd knew something
was changing in the air.

Feeling the barometer pres-
sure dropping, the reindeer
“started to act really strange,”
Aldrich said.

“They anticipated the storm
coming, which really excites
them,” he said. “They get like
kids.

“They get really playful.
They’re so fun to watch. I’m like
a kid when I’m out there with
them.”

When the snow started fall-
ing Saturday, with temperatures

hovering around freezing in
the morning, the reindeer were
feisty, running around their pas-
ture and playing.

Reindeer are in their element
when they are out in the ele-
ments.

Native to harsh northern cli-
mates, the reindeer delighted
children, parents, grandparents
and grandchildren at the farm
Saturday.

As the snow fell in large
flakes, visitors fed some of the
animals and got to visit with
Santa Claus, who arrived a week
early this year.
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COLD WEATHER DELIGHTS
REINDEER AND CHILDREN

Linda Gittleman
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Amid serious concerns that
President-elect Donald Trump
will dismantle the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, it was
business as usual at the Pine
River Superfund Task Force
Wednesday.

Tom Alcamo, the EPA’s proj-
ect director in St. Louis for sev-
eral years updated the group on
the agency’s plans and activities.

Work at the Velsicol plant site
continues as roads are being
created and electrical sources
added.

Some remediation has taken
place and more than $1 million

has been spent, he said.
About 140 gallons of NAPL or

non-aqueous phase liquid con-
taminants have been removed,
he said.

Geotech borings have been
completed to gauge the stability
of the soil, he added.

But it won’t be until spring
when he finds out if funding will

be available for the on sight ther-
mal clean up on the plant site.

That’s expected to cost about
$15 million.

“I remain optimistic,” he said.
The EPA and the Michigan

Department of Environmental
Quality have spent years in the
clean ups to rid the area of DDT,
PBB and other toxic chemicals.

The EPA will also rank - in
terms of funding — the burn
pit site and sampling will begin

early next month.
He is waiting for results of the

wildlife study, conducted by the
DEQ downstream. That study
concerns the health of mammals
such as birds and mink.

Alcamo however, couldn’t ad-
dress or guess the future of the
EPA or what the impact would be
on the St. Louis clean ups.

“I just don’t think you should
expect an increase in funding,”
he said.

Business as usual at Pine River
Cleanups continue in St. Louis amid Trump uncertainty
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Whether you’re recovering from an injury or illness such as stroke,
heart attack, sports-related injury, joint replacement, spinal cord
injury or neurological condition, MidMichigan Health’s specialized
rehabilitation staff are dedicated to helping you achieve the highest
level of function and performance possible. We offer full range of
inpatient and outpatient services for patients of all ages and our
team of experienced physical, occupational and speech therapists
deliver comprehensive care customized to meet each patient’s
individual needs.

For more information visitmidmichigan.org/rehabilitation
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