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INSIDE 
TODAY

WEATHER
Today:

Partly sunny, 
high in the 

mid 30s

Tonight:  
Mostly cloudy, 
chance of light 

snow, low in the 
upper 20s

Thursday:  
Chance of light 
snow until mid-
day, then snow 
likely, high in 
the lower 30s, 
winds 10 to 15 
mph with gusts 
around 25 mph

A look back at 
some of the top 

local sports 
stories of 2016,
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SPORTS

BITTERSWEET 
GOODBYE

BY ELISABETH WALDON
Daily News news editor

STANTON — Since 1969, Bill 
Barnwell has either lived at or worked 
at the Montcalm County Sheriff ’s 
Office.

Barnwell worked for the Sheriff ’s 
Office 40 years, save a three-year 
stint to serve in the U.S. Navy. His 
father, Tom Barnwell, was sheriff 
from 1969 to 1980, followed by 
Thomas Hebert from 1981 to 1984 
and Don Godell from 1985 to 2000. 
Barnwell worked for all three sheriffs 
before being elected sheriff himself 
16 years ago.

Barnwell was honored with a 
retirement party Thursday in the 
basement of the Montcalm County 
Sheriff ’s Office, one hour after his 
successor, Mike Williams, was sworn 
in as the new sheriff.

“It’s very hard to summarize over 
40 years of service,” Barnwell said. 
“This has been more than just a job 
for me; it has been a way of life. 
Saying goodbye is, to say the least, 
bittersweet.”

A 1972 graduate of Central 
Montcalm High School, Barnwell 

began his career with Montcalm 
County Central Dispatch in 1974, 
eventually moving to the corrections 
division. After attending police acad-
emy, he was assigned to road patrol, 
where he worked as a road deputy, 
sergeant and lieutenant.

Barnwell was undersheriff to 
Godell, who was elected sheriff in 
1985. Barnwell was elected sheriff 
himself in 2000 and was subsequent-
ly re-elected three more times.

Having overseen many challenges 
and having to make tough decisions 
over the years, Barnwell remains a 
well-liked and respected public fig-
ure in Montcalm County. He’s 
known for his ability to recall names, 
dates and the overall history of the 
Sheriff ’s Office, and for his nostalgia 
and easy sense of humor.

“I want to thank all of the citizens 
who supported me as sheriff,” 
Barnwell said. “A very special thanks 
to all the members of the Sheriff ’s 
Office who have worked so hard to 
make this a great department. My 
hope is the citizens of Montcalm 
County will continue to support 
Sheriff Williams and his staff as they 
carry on a very important and diffi-

cult job.”
Williams will now take over sher-

iff duties after winning a hotly con-
tested primary election this past 
August and officially being elected in 
November.

“Personally, I feel very honored to 
have been able to work with Bill,” 
Williams said. “He’s modeled what it 
is to be a good sheriff. I’ve learned so 
much from him and will continue to 
use him as a resource.”

Det. Sgt. Tom Goerge said Barnwell 
is the most dedicated deputy and 
supervisor he’s ever worked with.

“Going the extra mile to make the 
Sheriff ’s Office and his community a 
better place is an understatement,” 
Goerge said. “Sheriff Barnwell was 
always supportive, but also held oth-
ers to the high standards he held 
himself to. I’ve always said that when 
I retire the others will forget about 
me in a week or two, which realisti-
cally how it goes and it should 
go. Sheriff Barnwell will not be for-
gotten about. The knowledge he has 
about the working of the Sheriff ’s 
Office and the history it contains will 

Daily News/Elisabeth Waldon

Montcalm County Sheriff Bill Barnwell jokingly points to a colleague during Barnwell’s retirement party Thursday 
as his successor, Undersheriff Mike Williams laughs. Barnwell is retiring after 40 years in law enforcement.

Montcalm County’s longtime  
sheriff Bill Barnwell retires

At left, Montcalm County Jail Corrections Officer Todd Brooks, at right, shares a hug with Sheriff Bill Barnwell 
during a retirement party Thursday. Brooks is retiring after 30 years, while Barnwell is retiring after 40 in law 
enforcement. At right, Barnwell thanks the many colleagues he’s worked with over the past four decades as 
Barnwell’s successor, Undersheriff Mike Williams in back, and retired jail administrator Mark Sabin, at right, listen.

 Forensic investigation 
into county personnel over 
finances is underway

BY ELISABETH WALDON
Daily News news editor

STANTON — A forensic investiga-
tion into the financial activities of 
Montcalm County personnel is under-
way to determine whether state or fed-
eral law was violated.

Clark Hill, a Detroit-based law firm, 
alerted the Montcalm County Board of 
Commissioners on Dec. 15 that the 
investigation began less than 30 days 
prior, according to documents obtained 
by The Daily News via the Freedom Of 
Information Act.

The investigation is ongoing and 

reports are being directed to 
Commissioner Ron Retzloff, who is 
vice chairman of the board; 
Commissioner Ron Baker, who is chair-
man of the county’s Finance & 
Personnel Committee; Montcalm 
County Controller-Administrator 
Robert Clingenpeel; and Montcalm 
County Treasurer JoAnne Vukin.

“Unfortunately, the ongoing work 
being done by Rehmann has unearthed 
a considerable number of major diffi-
culties which relate to the audited 
financial statements for the county’s 
fiscal year, which ended Sept. 30, 2015,” 
stated a Clark Hill memo to the county. 
“It is not yet possible to obtain exact 
numbers for the Sept. 30, 2016, trans-
fers because of serious deficiencies in 

‘Serious deficiencies’

Daily News/Elisabeth Waldon

Memos from Clark Hill, Rehmann Robson and Municipal Financial 
Consultants Inc. (MFCI) to the Montcalm County Board of Commissioners 
detail an ongoing investigation into county finances and personnel.

Positive 
audit for  
Belding 
schools
■ Accounting firm 
gives district a 
clean audit opinion

BY EMILEE NIELSEN 
Daily News staff writer 

BELDING — Steven Thompson, 
a managing member of the Saranac 
accounting firm of Biggs, 
Hausserman, Thompson and 
Dickinson, talked numbers with 
the Belding Area Schools Board of 
Education on Dec. 19. 

During a regular meeting of the 
board, Thompson gave an audit 
report for the school district based 
on the fiscal year ending June 30. 
According to Thompson, the dis-
trict received a clean audit opinion, 
which is the “best type of audit 
opinion you can get.” 

Overall, the general fund balance 
for the year ending June 30 was 
$2,349,542, which is a bit of a 
decrease from the beginning of the 
year. There was a deficit of $203,961 
in the budget. 

According to Thompson, part of 
the reason for the decrease in the 
district’s net position is the dis-
trict’s portion of the unfunded 
pension liability for teachers and 
school employees. He said there is 
nothing the district can do to 
change the amount of the unfund-
ed pension liability and it fluctuates 
according to funding at the state 
level. 

“Your discretionary revenue 
actually went down a little bit 
because the pension revenue went 
up,” he said. “For school districts 
these days, that’s a pretty good fund 
balance.” 

Thompson said the district has 
an unassigned fund balance of 8.6 
percent. In the past, 15 percent was 
the norm and what districts would 
strive for, but that has been difficult 
for any school district to maintain, 
according to Thompson.

According to Thompson, the dis-
trict has refinanced most of its debt 
funds so the interest rates are “pret-
ty good” and the district should be 
done refinancing soon before the 
interest rates begin to go up. He 
said the food service fund broke 
even for the fiscal year. 

Thompson said one thing that 
will change next year is the disclo-
sure of tax abatements so the dis-
trict can see where there are drops 
in tax revenues due to breaks in 
property taxes for various reasons. 

Also during the meeting, Belding 
Middle School Principal Joe Barron 
gave a quarterly report on the prog-
ress of the middle school as a prior-
ity school. 

Barron said the last three months 
have been spent focusing on 
achievement for students. Within 
that focus, the two top priorities 
have been to “improve and grow 
capacity for best practice instruc-
tional delivery” and “to design a 
plan to create a culture of literacy 
across all the subjects.” 

“This is the gateway to achieve-
ment and must be present in all of 
our subjects and not just our 
English and language arts classes,” 
he said. 

Barron said the school has also 
tried to encourage students to read 
subject matter outside of their typi-
cal comfort zone. 

SEE INVESTIGATION, PAGE 2

SEE GOODBYE, PAGE 2

Health
SEE OUR

IN TODAY’S DAILY NEWS
Feature

SEE AUDIT, PAGE 2
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In Brief
From staff and wire reports

FUNERAL NOTICES

the county’s accounting records which were not 
pointed out in the audit received by the county 
on May 31, 2016.”

The county cut ties with its previous auditor 
Abraham & Gaffney this past summer after not 
hearing an annual audit report from the firm 
since 2006.

Chris Hyzer, who previously worked as a 
senior auditor for Abraham & Gaffney, was 
hired as Montcalm County’s controller-admin-
istrator in 2007. He stepped down from that job 
this past spring to work as finance director/
treasurer of the city of Ionia.

John Axe, an attorney with Clark Hill, has 
told commissioners that Abraham & Gaffney 
indicated that Hyzer requested Abraham & 
Gaffney not meet with commissioners for an 
annual audit report over the past decade.

A Dec. 16 memo from Municipal Financial 
Consultants Inc. (MFCI), a Detroit-based con-
sulting firm, summarized the actions that 
brought the county to this point.

“One of the most serious difficulties which 
existed over the past four or five years was a 
complete failure to adjust accounts as amounts 
were transferred from one special revenue fund 
to the general fund or to other funds to pay 
bills,” the memo stated. “The failure to properly 
account for these transfers, or to notice the cash 
flow implications which were causing the prob-
lems, directly led to the county’s current finan-
cial difficulties.”

A Dec. 9 memo from Rehmann Robson, a 
Grand Rapids-based accounting firm, detailed 
some of the difficulties the firm has been 
encountering while investigating Montcalm 
County finances, including:

• “Errors and omissions in beginning balances 
— We have identified a variety of errors in the 
amounts as presented in the fiscal year 2015 
audited financial statements. As we have men-
tioned previously, some of these items relate to 
cash. Given the volume of such errors (and 
quantitative significance in many funds), we are 
recommending that beginning balances be 
restated.”

• “Traditional audit preparation — Many bal-
ance sheets are adjusted only at year-end for 
external financial reporting purposes. Many of 
these accounts have not been adjusted since 
Sept. 30, 2015 (and some have not been adjusted 
in years).”

• “Delinquent tax settlement — The tax set-
tlement done in April 2016 was only recorded in 
the accounting records as an outflow of cash. In 
addition, the county’s records of property tax 
chargebacks (amounts billed to other local 
units, including taxing funds of the county for 
refunds made to taxpayers) have not been rec-
onciled in many years. We believe that charge-
backs have been invoiced (and paid timely by 
local units), but this activity is not being reflect-
ed correctly in the accounting records. 
Chargebacks to other county funds were billed, 
but it is unknown whether payment was ever 

made.”
• “Capital assets — A schedule of drain infra-

structure assets (presented in the fiscal year 2015 
audit at approximately $3.3 million) cannot be 
located. We are working through these issues 
and will determine if it is necessary to reach out 
to the former auditors for more information.”

• “Review of fiduciary liabilities — There are 
accumulated, unreconciled variances in fidu-
ciary liabilities that appear to span many fiscal 
years. Our procedures on the current year vari-
ances have identified both errors in how activity 
was entered into the accounting records (i.e., the 
actual disbursement was correct, but the general 
ledger was wrong) and errors in amounts paid 
out (i.e., the general ledger was correct). 
Accordingly, the county deems it prudent to do 
additional research on these residual amounts.”

Rehmann Robson officials expect to continue 
the financial investigation throughout the first 
week of January and as needed in the weeks 
leading up to the audit, which is scheduled to 
begin the first week of February.

The Montcalm County Board of 
Commissioners will hold their annual organiza-
tional meeting at 9 a.m. Jan. 3 in the Montcalm 
County Administrative Building in Stanton. The 
meeting is open to the public.

ewaldon@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8276

A RECAP OF MONTCALM COUNTY’S 
FINANCIAL INVESTIGATION

• August: Commissioners voted to contract 
with Clark Hill PLC in Detroit for legal services, 
to contract with Municipal Financial Consultants 
Inc. (MFCI) in Detroit to assist Clark Hill and to 
contract with Rehmann Robson of Troy for 
accounting services as an emergency audit of 
the county got underway. A study revealed that 
county expenses had overshot revenues by an 
average of $1.5 million per year since 2008.

• September: Commissioners voted to 
make more than $1.7 million in budget cuts, 
equating to a loss of 30 jobs.

• October: The state of Michigan warned it 
may begin withholding 25 percent of revenue 
sharing from the county after the county was 
late in submitting a deficit elimination plan.

• November: The state of Michigan accept-
ed the county’s deficit elimination plan and is 
now waiting to see the county’s most recent 
audit results.

• December: Clark Hill, Rehmann Robson 
and MFCI officials reported the investigation 
was taking longer than expected due to num-
bers not adding up. Commissioners approved 
adopting a resolution to transfer $1.3 million 
from the delinquent tax revolving fund to the 
general fund. The $1.3 million will come from a 
$2.5 million bond that commissioners approved 
to help with the county’s financial situation.

• January 2017: The Montcalm County 
Board of Commissioners will hold their annual 
organizational meeting at 9 a.m. Jan. 3 in the 
Montcalm County Administrative Building in 
Stanton. The meeting is open to the public.

INVESTIGATION

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

definitely be missed.”
Montcalm County 

Corrections Officer Todd 
Brooks was also honored 
Thursday as he is retiring 
after 30 years on the job. 
Brooks’ duties included tak-
ing care of prisoners, provid-
ing court security and con-
ducting prisoner transports.

“Todd provided training 
and guidance to new employ-

ees, was admired by all and 
was always willing to discuss 
sports and bow hunting,” a 
sheriff ’s office press release 
stated. “Todd will be greatly 
missed and is one of those 
coworkers who will be diffi-
cult, if not impossible, to 
replace.”

ewaldon@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8276

GOODBYE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TODAY
Caroline Wilson — 4 to 6 

p.m., Heckman Funeral Home, 
Howard City.

Cindy Lou Rieckman-
Miller — 11 a.m., Johnson-
Feuerstein Funeral Home, 
Belding. 

Rev. Rolla Timmons — 11 
a.m., Seville Community 
Church of God, Elwell. 
(Simpson Family Funeral 
Homes, Sheridan)

THURSDAY 
Melvin Erskin — 1 p.m., 

Brigham Funeral Chapel, 
Vestaburg. 

FRIDAY
Gladys “Buck” Mae Ryan  

— 11 a.m. St. Mary Catholic 
Church, Carson City. (Lux and 
Schnepp Funeral Home, 
Carson City)

SATURDAY
Herbert John Woerpel Jr. 

— 6 p.m., Brigham Funeral 
Chapel, Lakeview. 

MONDAY
Leslie “Sue” Hawley — 

Memorial gathering, 3 to 5 
p.m., Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville. 

JAN. 14
Donald Vradenburg — 1 

p.m., Grayling Free Methodist 
Church. (Sorenson-Lockwood 
Funeral Home, Grayling)

MELVIN CLARENCE ERSKIN, 90 
VESTABURG — Melvin 

Clarence Erskin, 90, died 
Friday. Funeral services will be 
1 p.m. Thursday at Brigham 
Funeral Chapel in Vestaburg. 
Visitation will be from 2 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

today at Brigham Funeral 
Chapel, Vestaburg. Services 
entrusted to Brigham Funeral 
Chapel, Vestaburg, www.
brighamfuneralchapel.com.

LESLIE “SUE” HAWLEY, 63
GREENVILLE — Leslie 

“Sue” Hawley, 63, of Greenville, 
died Dec. 26. A memorial gath-
ering will be from 3 to 5 p.m. 
Monday at Hurst Funeral 
Home, Greenville. 
Arrangements entrusted to 
Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville, www.hurstfh.com.

GLADYS “BUCK” MAE 
RYAN, 82

CARSON CITY — Gladys 
“Buck” Mae Ryan, 82, died. 
Funeral service will be 11 a.m. 
Friday at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, Carson City. Interment 
will follow in Maryknoll 
Cemetery. Visitation will be 
from 10 a.m.until the time of 
services Friday at the 
church. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the care of 
Lux and Schnepp Funeral 
Home, Carson City, www.lux-
funeralhomes.com.

DONALD VRADENBURG, 82
GRAYLING — Donald 

Vradenburg, 82, of Grayling, 
died Friday. A memorial ser-
vice will be 1 p.m. Jan. 14, 2017, 
at Grayling Free Methodist 
Church. Arrangements by 
Sorenson-Lockwood Funeral 
Home, Grayling, www.soren-
sonlockwood.com.

Obituaries on Page 8

POLICE REPORTS

BELDING — Police responded to 
10, 9 complaints Friday and Saturday. 
(reports for Sunday and onday were 
not available). Incidents included:

FRIDAY
• Domestic dispute, 6:15 p.m., 

Kenwood. 
Saturday
• Domestic assault, 3 a.m., 

Woodland. 

GREENVILLE — Police reports for 
Friday through Monday from the 
Greenville Department of Public Safety 
were not available.

STANTON — Montcalm County 
sheriff’s deputies responded to 26 
complaints Friday through Monday. 
Incidents included:

FRIDAY
• Car-deer accident, 9:15 a.m., S. 

Town Hall and E. Fenwick. 
• Domestic dispute, 11:36 a.m., 

Johnson. 
• Agency assist, 12:09 p.m., Ensley. 
• Property damage accident, 11:07 

p.m., Greenville and Airport. 
SATURDAY

• Agency assist, 1:09 a.m., Oak.
• Car-deer accident, 6:14 p.m., N. 

Sheridan and W. Klees. 
SUNDAY

• Agency assist, 11:35 p.m., Orton. 
MONDAY

• Two car-deer accidents.
• Agency assist, 2:25 p.m., Grow. 
• Domestic dispute, 9:31 p.m., 

Crestview. 
• Property damage accident, 11:32 

p.m., Station and Satterlee. 

STANTON — Montcalm County 
Central Dispatch reported the follow-
ing calls Friday through Sunday:

FRIDAY
• Structure fire, 12:03 p.m, W. 

County Farm, Greenville Department of 
Public Safety and Sheridan Community 
Fire Department. 

• Mutual aid, 4:45 p.m, 60th, 
Lakeview District and Belvidere 
Township fire departments. 

• Personal injury accident, 7:58 
p.m., S. Greenville and W. Holland Lake, 
Montcalm Township Fire Department. 

• Power lines down, 11:15 p.m., W. 
Sidney, Montcalm Township Fire 
Department. 

• Power lines down, 11:17 p.m., S. 
Vining, Montcalm Township Fire 
Department. 

SATURDAY
• Alarm, 1:01 a.m., E. Oak, 

Greenville Department of Public Safety 
and Belding Fire Department. 

SUNDAY
• Alarm, 12:47 p.m., E. Grove, 

Greenville Department of Public Safety. 
• MONDAY

• Mutual aid, 12:56, S. Alger, Carson 
City Fire Department. 

• Power lines down, 7:58 p.m., S. 
Townhall, Sheridan Community Fire 
Department. 

• Power lines down, 10:26 p.m., B, 
Richland Township Fire Department. 

• Miscellaneous situation, 11:51 
p.m., E. Sunny Side, Greenville 
Department of Public Safety. 

• Alarm, 11:51 p.m., N. Lafayette, 
Greenville Department of Public Safety.

Daily News/Emilee Nielsen 

During a regular meeting last Monday, the Belding Area Schools Board of Education 
heard an audit report from a managing member of a Saranac accounting firm. The dis-
trict was given a clean opinion on its audit report.

AUDIT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Other things Barron said the school is 

focusing on is keeping open communica-
tions with parents about classes and assess-
ments so parents can stay informed about 
how their child is doing and can ask ques-
tions about anything they’d like clarifica-

tion on. 
The school is also focusing on providing 

a common vision for the middle school 
that parents and staff can add to increase 
the feeling of investment and closeness in 
the school. 

enielsen@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8289 

Stanton’s website 
receives update

STANTON — This city’s web-
site received a new look thanks 
to BER Consulting Services of 
Grand Rapids and Stanton City 
Commissioner Jane Basom.

In October, Basom discovered 
the city’s website was being 
hosted by BER Consulting 
Services and contacted the 
owner, Ben Rapin. Basom started 
to look into options to updating 
the website through the current 
host.

During Tuesday night’s regular 
meeting, Basom updated com-
missioners on what has been 
done with the website, including 
the new layout. Basom recom-
mended city commissioners vote 
to pay BER Consulting Services 
to host and support the city’s 
website.

“$249 is significantly cheaper 
than going with Revize,” said 
Basom, referring to a $1,050 set 
up fee and an $800 annual cost 
of Revize.

Commissioners unanimously 
voted to approve the cost.

The city’s updated website 
can be seen at stantononline.
com.

Man gets jail for 
election forgery

GRAND HAVEN — A man 
who tried to get a judicial candi-
date on a west Michigan ballot 
in 2012 with forged signatures 
has been sentenced to 30 days in 
jail.

An Ottawa County judge also 
sentenced Brandon Michael Hall 
to 18 months of probation 
Tuesday.

The Grand Haven Tribune 
reports Hall was convicted in 
November on 10 counts of elec-
tion law forgery for forging sig-
natures on petitions seeking to 
add then-judicial candidate Chris 
Houghtaling to the ballot.

Before his sentencing the 
27-year-old Grand Haven man 
called his actions “the most 
ignorant thing I’ve ever done.”

Hall was charged in 2013 
with 10 felony forgery counts. He 
appealed to the Michigan Court 
of Appeals, which ruled that mis-
demeanor charges seemed 
appropriate.

GR police cars are
getting defibrillators

GRAND RAPIDS — The 
Grand Rapids Police Department 
is equipping its police cruisers 
with automated external defibril-
lators in an effort to save lives.

The west Michigan city on 
Tuesday announced the installa-
tion of 75 defibrillators in every 
cruiser. The devices are the same 
as those in fire and emergency 
medical services vehicles.

Officials say police officers will 
be in a better position to deal 
with a cardiac arrest if they are 
the first to arrive. The devices 
only deliver a shock to a patient 
if equipment advises a user to do 
so.

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Carrie 
Fisher, a daughter of Hollywood 
royalty who gained pop-cul-
ture fame as Princess Leia in 
the original “Star Wars” and 
turned her struggles with 
addiction and mental illness 
into wickedly funny books, a 
hit film and a one-woman 
stage show, died Tuesday after 
falling ill aboard a flight last 
week. She was 60.

“Carrie was one of a kind ... 
brilliant, original. Funny and 
emotionally fearless. She lived 
her life, bravely,” “Star Wars” 
co-star Harrison Ford said in a 
statement.

Fisher, the daughter of 
actress Debbie Reynolds and 
singer Eddie Fisher, had been 
hospitalized since Friday, when 
paramedics responded to a 
report of a patient in distress at 
Los Angeles airport. 

Her family gave no details 

on the emergency, but media 
reports said she had suffered a 
heart attack.

“Thank you to everyone 
who has embraced the gifts 
and talents of my beloved and 
amazing daughter,” Reynolds 
wrote on her Facebook page 
Tuesday. “I am grateful for your 
thoughts and prayers that are 
now guiding her to her next 
stop. Love Carries Mother.”

Fisher made her feature film 
debut opposite Warren Beatty 
in the 1975 hit “Shampoo.” She 
also appeared in “Austin 
Powers,” ‘’The Blues Brothers,” 
‘’Charlie’s Angels,” ‘’Hannah 
and Her Sisters,” ‘’Scream 3” 
and “When Harry Met Sally ...”

But Fisher is best remem-
bered as the headstrong 
Princess Leia in the original 
“Star Wars” in 1977, her hair 
styled in futuristic braided 
buns. She uttered the immortal 
phrase “Help me Obi-Wan 
Kenobi, you’re my only hope.”

She reprised the role in 
Episode VII of the series, “Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens” in 
2015, and her digitally ren-
dered image appears in the 
newest installment, “Rogue 
One: A Star Wars Story.”

“She was extremely smart; a 
talented actress, writer and 
comedienne with a very color-
ful personality that everyone 
loved,” ‘’Star Wars” creator 
George Lucas said in a state-
ment.

“In ‘Star Wars’ she was our 
great and powerful princess - 
feisty, wise and full of hope in 
a role that was more difficult 
than most people might 
think.”

Fisher long battled drug 
addiction and mental illness. 
She said she smoked pot at 
13, used LSD by 21 and was 
diagnosed as bipolar at 24. 
She was treated with electro-
shock therapy and medica-
tion.

‘Star Wars’ actress and author 
Carrie Fisher dies at age 60

CLUB CALENDAR

GREENVILLE

Dec. 29 UAW Local 137 Retirees 
and former employees, 11 a.m. 
potluck, Moose Lodge, Greenville.

SHERIDAN

Dec. 29 Operation Friendship, 
weekly free breakfast for veterans 
and their wives/widows, 7:30 to 
8:30 a.m., Sheridan VFW Post. A 
gathering of comradeship and fel-
lowship of veterans who may 
have questions about entitlements 
available to veterans/widows. 
Information: (989) 291-9680.

Dec. 29 VFW past State of 

Michigan VFW service officer 
Barry Walter will assist veterans 
and/or widows of veterans seek-
ing assistance in obtaining veter-
an entitlements, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m., Sheridan VFW Post 5065. 
Help with benefits for veterans 
and their dependents. 
Appointment: (989) 291-9680. 
Walk-ins welcome.

STANTON

Dec. 29 Stanton Rotary Club, noon, 
Brickyard Restaurant in down-
town Stanton.

LOTTERY

POKER LOTTO 
AD-AS-8C-5H-8H

MIDDAY DAILY 3 5-8-7

MIDDAY DAILY 4 3-6-0-9

DAILY 3 2-3-0

DAILY 4 1-9-4-1

FANTASY 5 
01-05-11-17-30

KENO 
01-08-09-16-20-23-32-34-41-42-
43-47-55-58-60-63-64-68-75-77-
79-80

MONDAY LUCKY FOR LIFE
1 4 27 35 45, LUCKY BALL 18

MEGA MILLIONS ESTIMATED 
JACKPOT: $85 MILLION

POWERBALL ESTIMATED JACK-
POT: $60 MILLION

Substitute teacher 
shortage challenge

DETROIT — Schools in 
Michigan are struggling to cope 
when teachers are absent 
because of an increasing short-
age of substitute teachers in the 
state.

Macomb Intermediate School 
District chief academic officer 
Judy Pritchett said the shortage 
is “a symptom of a much bigger 
problem” and that it reflects a 
decline in the number of people 
pursuing teaching as a full-time 
career.

The reasons for the decline 
include increased demands, pay 
cuts, weakened bargaining rights 
and cuts in benefits, the Detroit 
Free Press reported.

“It’s a huge problem,” said 
Wendy Zdeb, spokeswoman for 
the Michigan Association of 
Secondary School Principals. 
“You are seeing principals having 
to cover classes on a regular 
basis.”

EDUStaff, a company that pro-
vides staffing, including substi-
tute teachers, to more than 300 
school districts statewide, has 
put up about 40 billboards on 
Michigan highways, hoping to 
lure potential teachers into 
subbing.
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