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To say Jane Keon is passionate
about the environment would be
an understatement.

Keon, chairwoman of the Pine
River Superfund Task Force, lives
on the river and has long cham-
pioned clean-up efforts after the
waterway was contaminated with
chemicals and radioactive waste
by a now-defunct DDT manufac-
turer in St. Louis.

Keon was fraught with worry
when she learned about Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s order that
the United States Environmental
Protection Agency freeze all of its
grants and contracts.

“When I heard about the freeze
on the grants and contracts, I wor-
ried it might have an impact on
our Superfund sites in St. Louis,”
Keon said. “Plus I was receiving
anxious emails from some of our
task force members.”

To allay her fear and assure
others that the Trump adminis-
tration’s move would not affect
the Pine River clean-up, Keon
contacted the EPA manager in
Chicago who heads up the Pine
River clean-up efforts.

“He assured me that this was
not an unusual occurrence for a
new administration, and that it
wouldn’t last long,” Keon said.
“Now the news stories are saying
the same thing.”

Keon listened to roughly two
hours of Trump EPA administra-
tor pick Scott Pruitt’s confirma-
tion hearing, and said her ears
perked up when she heard him
responding to a senator who was
concerned about a 200-page reg-
ulation for small fishermen in
Alaska, and in his response he
said there are 1300 CERCLA (Su-
perfund) sites in the country that
need to be cleaned up.

“Actually, I feel more hopeful

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Pine River
group hopes
for lift on EPA
grant freeze
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Riders Kennedy Bedell (left) and Lauren Giacobone (right) pose for a picture with their horses Lexi and Pistol at the B & W Ranch Speed
Show Series in Alma on Saturday.

ByKullen Logsdon
klogsdon@digitalfirstmedia.com
@kullen_logsdon on Twitter

Horse riders and competitors
from all over Michigan congre-
gated to Alma on Saturday for
the final leg of the B & W Ranch
Fall/Winter Speed Show Series.

Approximately 75 people
gathered inside of the ranch
barn on a chilly winter after-
noon Saturday for the final six
events, followed by the award
presentation.

The “buckle” series began in
September and was supposed to
end in December, but icy condi-
tions forced it into late January.
Riders must have competed in
four of the six shows to be eli-
gible for the highpoint awards.

The events consisted of flag
racing, barrels, barrel racing,
keg bending, pole bending and
speed and action racing.

The competition is broken
down into three divisions in-
cluding youth (17 and under),
adult (18 and over) and jackpot

racing, which is open to anyone.
Will Eckert, co-owner of B &

W Ranch, said the event is spe-
cial because he gets to see a lot
of the same riders keep coming
back and watch their develop-
ment.

“It’s cool, we have a lot of fun,”
Eckert said. “You can watch the
progression of the youth riders
and even some of the adult rid-
ers. These events take a lot of
hand-eye coordination as well as
trying to compete on a horse.”

Beverly Bellinger, of Ithaca,

has been to several of the shows
this year to watch her daughter,
Leeann compete. Bellinger was
asked on Saturday to help tally
points and assist Eckert and
his partner, Brian Bannerman
around the barn.

Eckert and Bannerman train
youth riders as well and have
been working with Leanne
for some time now. Bellinger
said the two have a unique ap-
proach to horse training which
has helped her daughter’s devel-

ALMA

B &WRANCH HOSTS FALL/
WINTER SPEED SHOW SERIES

By Lisa Yanick-Jonaitis
ljonaitis@michigannewspapers.com
@lisayj_msun on Twitter

Editor’s note: this is the first in a
series looking at the investigation
of a June 2016 fire in downtown
Mt. Pleasant. Today, the last of
six teen culprits is sentenced in a
case that first saw the wrong man
arrested; Tomorrow, an innocent
man is jailed for two weeks, but
who really caused the fire? Tues-
day, police narrow in on the real
culprits, a group of Mt. Pleasant

High School students ultimately
charged and convicted.

An 18-year-old Mt. Pleasant
High School senior will spend
30 days in jail after graduation
for her role in a downtown Mt.
Pleasant fire that caused over
$300,000 in damage and blan-
keted the city in smoke for hours.

Mia Pamp was 17 last June at
the time of the fire and the only
person facing related charges to
do so as an adult; five other Mt.
Pleasant High School students
were charged as juveniles in the
case.

Originally facing several
charges including accessory af-
ter the fact to a felony, witness
bribing/intimidation/interfer-
ing, malicious destruction of
property, breaking and enter-
ing and contributing to the de-
linquency of children, Pamp
pleaded to only the accessory
charge and prosecutors dropped
the rest.

Pamp was sentenced Wednes-
day to a six-month jail sentence
with a requirement to serve
the first 30 days with credit for

High School senior sentenced for role in fire

LISA YANICK-
JONAITIS — THE
MORNING SUN

Mt.
Pleasant
firefighters
battled a
fire that
started
downtown,
in June
2016.
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A Tribute to Life.

BINKOWSKI, MARY SOPHIA
Age 89; of Edmond, OK, 
formerly of Mt. Pleas
ant, journeyed to her 
final home on January 
23, 2017. Mary was 
born in Kutno, Poland, 
on August 15, 1927, the 
daughter of Josef and 
Francis (Pienkowski) 
Binkowski. Maiy’s faith 
sustained her as she 
grew up in Poland and 
Germany during WWII. 
She met and fell in love 
with Stanley Binkows
ki, also of Poland, in 
Hohenhotle, Germany, 

where he was interned and worked. Mary and Stan 
were married on January 4, 1948, in Reckenfeld, 
Germany. They immigrated to Alma, MI, after the 
war ended. In 1965, Mary and Stan purchased 
Paul’s Famous Restaurant, which they renamed 
Stanley’s Famous Restaurant. At the restaurant 
Mary was known for her delicious cream pies, the 
sour cream raisin pie being a favorite request. The 
restaurant was a popular gathering space and she 
often asked strangers to sit together, believing in 
and encouraging God’s human family. Maiy was a 
prayerful member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
for 55 years, attending Mass daily, praying the Ro
sary, and bringing Eucharist weekly to the shut-ins 
of the parish. She enjoyed watching EWTN. Mary 
was an avid gardener. She stayed active exercising 
at Wellness Central, loved dancing with her hus
band Stan, listening to music, spending time with 
her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Mary 
loved people and was quick to share a greeting and 
smile, even with strangers. A Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated at Sacred Heart Catholic Church at 11 
a.m. on Thursday, February 2, with Fr. Don Henk
es officiating. The family will receive friends from 
10 a.m. until the time of Service. Rite of Committal 
will follow in Calvary Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may be made to the Wishes of 
the family. Envelopes will be available at the fu
neral chapel and the church. Mary is survived by 
her children Mary (Russel) Heinz of Gowen, Hen
ry (Susan) Binkowski of Oklahoma City, Theresa 
Binkowski and Julie Sunderman, both of Shep
herd; grandchildren Kyle (Megan), Shelby (Tory) 
Thrush, Karli Binkowski, Madison (Logan) Magill, 
Evan Welch, Elly Sunderman, Aslan Binkowski; 
great-grandchildren Lillian Franciszka and Kinsley 
Thrush; nieces and nephews; sisters Irene (Joe) 
Tondera and Sophie (Jerry) Strygulec, and brother 
Jerry (Sue) Dalek. Mary was preceded in death by 
her husband Stanley Binkowski on December 8, 
2016, her parents and sister Leokadyja LInski. You 
may view Mary’s obituary online and send a condo
lence or light a memorial candle online at 

www. clarkfuneralchapel .com

FOCKLER, RICHARD ALLEN
Age 66; of St. Louis, MI; passed away Friday, Jan
uary 27, 2017 at Mid-Michigan Medical Center, 
Midland, Michigan. Funeral Services will be held 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Alma, MI at 
11 a.m. on Wednesday, February 1, 2017, with 
Rev. John Eich officiating. Burial will take place at 
Oak Grove Cemetery, St. Louis, MI. Visitation will 
be held on Tuesday, January 31, 2017 from 6 to 8 
p.m. at Smith Family Funeral Homes, St. Louis, 
MI and on Wednesday, February 1, 2017 from 10 
a.m. until the time of service at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church. Richard was born in Alma, 
Michigan on October 5, 1950. He graduated from 
Alma High School with the Class of 1969. Richard 
served his country as a U.S. Marine in the Viet
nam War attaining the status of Corporal. On June 
29, 1973, Richard married MaryEllen Goschke in 
St. Louis, Michigan. He retired from Helena after 
many years of service. He was a member of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church. Dick’s passion was 
fishing and boating with family and friends. Rich
ard is survived by his wife, MaryEllen; sister-in- 
law, Elaine; brother-in-law, Bob; brother-in-law, 
Carl (Donna); and several nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by his wife’s parents, Carl 
and Grace Goschke; brother-in-law, Leo Cline; and 
sister-in-law, June Goschke. Memorials may be 
made to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 7400 
Begole Rd. Alma, MI 48801. Online condolences 
can be sent to

www. smithfamilvfuneralhomes. com 
The family is being served by Smith Family Fu
neral Homes -St. Louis, Michigan.

MOORE, ETHEL MAY POST
July 30, 1920 - Janu
ary 22, 2017. Effie was 
born in Houston, TX 
to John M and Sarah 
E McCammon Post. 
She graduated from Oil 
City, PA High School 
& Univ. of Illinois and 
married Wayne E. 
Moore in Pittsburg, PA 
on Aug. 17, 1944. Al
ways an avid reader, 
knitter, seamstress, 
musician & traveler 
with an independent 
spirit, she was selfless 
in making the lives of 

her family better. Preceded in death by parents, 
husband, brother John W. Post, sister Lois Schus
ter, son-in-law Michael Mathews, she is survived 
by daughters Carol (Jeffrey) Ellis, Mt. Pleasant, 
MI, Sarah Mathews, Arlington, TX, Irene (David) 
Erickson, Roseville, MN, and son Bruce (Kristin) 
Moore, Coppell, TX, grandchildren Scott Mathews, 
Alison Wilson, Seth Ellis, Cate Augello, Ian Ellis, 
Matt Erickson, and Kristina Elmore, eleven great
grandchildren, sister Kay Hauser and nieces and 
nephews. Memorials preferred to Central Michigan 
University Wayne and Ethel Moore Endowed Schol
arship. Service March 27, 10:30 a.m. at Salem 
Covenant Church, New Brighton, MN, burial at Ft 
Snelling Natl Cemetery.
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MUMFORD, LILLIAN L.
Age 99; of Mt. Pleas
ant; passed away Fri
day, January 27, 2017, 
at the Isabella County 
Medical Care Facility. 
Funeral Services for 
Lillian will be held at 
Clark Family Funeral 
Chapel on Saturday, 
February 4, 2017, at 12 
noon with Jason Wil
son formerly of Church 
of Christ officiating. 
A Luncheon will im
mediately follow in the 
Reflections Reception 
Center. Interment will 

take place in the Morgan Cemetery near Remus. 
The family will receive friends on Friday, Febru
ary 3, from 3 to 5 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. Visita
tion will continue the day of the service from 11 
a.m. until the time of the Service. Memorial con
tributions may be made to Isabella County Com
mission on Aging. Envelopes will be available at 
the funeral chapel. Lillian was born August, 16, 
1917, in Remus, the daughter of Andrew and Bes
sie (Wood) Flowers. She married Basil Mumford on 
December 7, 1936, in Millbrook, MI. Lillian was a 
member of the Church of Christ and loved to write 
songs and poetry. Lillian is survived by her chil
dren, Nancy (Charles) Walker of Lansing, Edward 
B. (Roxanne Gruss) Mumford of Mt. Pleasant, Da
ryl J. (Cindy) Mumford of Battle Creek, Ronald W. 
(Debbie) Mumford of Jackson, and Mark A. (Kath
leen) Mumford of Mt. Pleasant; 15 grandchildren; 
16 great-grandchildren; 1 great-great-grandson; 
brother, Leonard “Sonny” VanBogelen of Kalama
zoo; and sister, Fern W. Josefowicz of Muskegon. 
Lillian was preceded in death by her husband, 
Basil in 1987; sons, Robert and Dennis Mumford; 
parents; 2 brothers; and 1 sister. You may view Lil
lian’s obituary online and send a condolence to the 
family, light a memorial candle, or place a memo
rial donation at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

WILLIAMS, VIRGINIA LEE
Age 80; of St. Louis, MI; 
passed away Friday, 
January 27, 2017 at 
Schnepp Health Care 
Center, St. Louis, MI. 
Funeral Services will 
be held at Smith Fam
ily Funeral Homes, St. 
Louis, MI, on Tuesday, 
January 31, 2017 at 
11 a.m., with Pastor 
Mona Kindel officiating. 
Burial will take place at 
Oak Grove Cemetery, 
St. Louis, MI. Visitation 
will be held on Monday, 
January 30, 2017 from 

2 to 8 p.m. with family present from 2 to 4 and 6 
to 8 p.m. at the funeral home. Virginia was born 
in Pleasant Valley, Michigan on April 26, 1936 
the daughter of Clarence and Marjorie (Morrow) 
Bobzien. Virginia resided all of her life in St. Louis 
and was a graduate of St. Louis High School. Vir
ginia married Clare Williams on August 8, 1954 in 
St. Louis, MI. Virginia retired from St. Louis Public 
Schools as a secretary. She enjoyed knitting, camp
ing, and playing cards. Virginia loved to stay at the 
cottage on Higgins Lake and enjoyed fishing there. 
Spending time with her family was most important 
to her. Virginia also enjoyed making wedding cakes. 
She is survived by her husband, Clare Williams of 
St. Louis, MI; son, Chris and Christine Williams 
of Shepherd, MI; daughter, Cheryl and Greg Jos- 
lin of Shepherd, MI; daughter, Sheila Williams of 
Alma, MI; son, Eric and Dawn Williams of Ithaca, 
MI; son, Daryl and Melisa Williams of St. Louis, 
MI; 13 grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; and 
brother, Robert Bobzien of St. Louis, MI. Virginia 
was preceded in death by her parents; 3 sisters-in- 
law, Dorothy Moyer, Marjorie McLean and Helen 
Bobzien; and brother-in-law, Jack McLean. Memo
rial Contributions may be made to Pardee Cancer 
Treatment Fund 315 E. Warwick Alma, MI 48801. 
Online condolences can be sent to

www. smithfamilvfuneralhomes. com
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Pine River Superfund Task Force Chair Jane Keon 
stands next to a tombstone, warning passersby of the 
contamination.

EPA
FROM PAGE 1

now that EPA will start the 
flow of money for our sites 
since the new administrator 
sees the Superfund sites as a 
priority,” she said. “Despite 
the expectation that Dem
ocrats care more about the 
environment, in the last 19 
years we have received more 
money for our cleanups 
when the Republicans have 
held the presidency.

“Maybe strange, but 
true.”

Doug Ericksen, the 
Trump transition team’s 
communications lead for 
EPA, indicated the grants 
review should have been 
completed last week, Keon 
said.

“Ericksen said several 
sources of funds have not 
been paused — including 
revolving fund accounts to 
states, tribes and other enti
ties for capital construction

and wastewater treatment 
— as well as for Brownfield 
and Superfund cleanup 
projects,” she said.

Karl Brooks, who led the 
EPA Office of Administra
tion and Resources Manage
ment under former Presi
dent Barack Obama, said it’s 
not unusual for a new presi
dent to want to get an over
view of what agencies are 
doing and “to put in place 
a brief pause to survey the 
landscape,” Keon said.

Keon, who is also a mem
ber of the Healthy Pine River 
group, has been part of the 
group of residents who be
came concerned about the 
river after the PBB disaster 
more than 40 years ago.

A flame retardant from 
the Velsicol Chemical Co. 
was mixed into animal feed, 
causing health problems in 
Michigan residents.

In fact, studies conducted 
by Emory University show 
that 60 percent of Michigan 
residents have very high lev
els of PBB in their bodies.

Ranch
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opment.
“They’re extremely 

knowledgeable and they 
know what they’re talking 
about,” she said. “She’s been 
going to most of the shows 
and getting better. They 
even had her get off her 
horse and run the pattern 
to learn it better and she 
was like ‘are you crazy?”’

Leeann, 12, laugh
ingly said the experience 
was “embarrassing” but it 
helped her learn how the 
horse thinks.

“They said if I make a 
mistake, the horse shouldn’t 
suffer,” she said. It also 
helps me with how I should 
go around the barrels be
cause I was having prob
lems with that.”

Leeann competed in al
most every event on Satur
day and said it is rewarding 
when she hears her name 
called on the leaderboard.

“When they say who 
placed and I hear my name, 
it makes me feel really 
good,” she said. “I love go
ing through the pattern of 
course too.”

Eckert said the winter 
time is usually slow for the 
ranch, but is happy with 
how many riders have been 
showing up for the events. 
He said over 100 riders com
peted in a fall show and 
their Halloween show drew 
a large crowd as well.

Eckert grew up around 
horse racing and meet Ban- 
nerman at a show at Mich
igan State many years ago. 
The two hit it off and even
tually went into business to
gether.

B & W Ranch was orig
inally in Clarkston before 
moving to Alma in October 
of 2014. They stared having 
competitions in the spring 
of 2015.

The ranch has its own 
clothing line of hats, jack
ets, T-shirts and buckles, 
which are given out as the 
highpoint awards. Eckert 
said winners would receive 
jackets this year.

The winter/spring buckle 
series is set to begin the 
weekend of Feb. 11. Regis
tration is $5 for youth and 
adult participants and $10 
for jackpot classes.

For more information, 
visit the group’s Facebook 
page.

Sentenced
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three and the possibility 
of the rest of the sentence 
suspended if she com
pletes the terms of her 
probation.

She was also placed on 
Holmes Youthful training 
Act status, which allows a 
young adult to clear a re
cord of a criminal offense 
if she or he completes 
terms set by a judge.

While the five juvenile 
defendants face restitu
tion for their convictions, 
Pamp will not; she was in
side the destroyed building 
earlier in the day, but was 
long gone by the time oth
ers using fireworks inside 
started the blaze according 
to testimony and the police 
investigation.

What she did admit to in 
court this week was coor
dinating an effort among 
the teens to lie to police 
about the fire, in part be
cause she wanted to pro
tect two younger family 
members involved.

And while the teens 
were lying and covering 
their tracks Christopher 
Bott-Fleming - ultimately 
an innocent man - was ar
rested, charged and held in

jail for two weeks, accused 
of an arson he didn’t com
mit.

“You understand some
body else had been ar
rested and jailed?” Judge 
Mark Duthie asked Pamp 
Wednesday.

“I didn’t know what to 
do,” Pamp responded, say
ing she read news accounts 
of Bott-Fleming’s arrest 
but was focused on pro
tecting family members.

At 18, she recently se
cured her own apartment 
and is living independently 
after a year of being in
volved in a Department of 
Health and Human Ser
vices case wherein her 
parents lost custody tem
porarily of the Pamp chil
dren.

“I really do feel bad. I 
was doing it for (my fam
ily member),” she told the 
court. “This past year has 
been rough.”

Duthie asked for clarifi
cation on the police inves
tigation time line, which 
ultimately saw Bott-Flem
ing arrested within two 
days of the fire and jailed 
for 13 days while police 
continued to investigate 
other evidence and leads.

When police were able 
to view a social media 
video found on the phone 
of one of the six teen de

fendants showing the start 
of the fire inside the ware
house, Bott-Fleming was 
freed.

“Life would have been 
a lot easier had you been 
honest,” Duthie told Pamp. 
“Even though you weren’t 
involved (in the fire) you 
knew (Bott-Fleming) was 
innocent.”

As terms of her proba
tion, Pamp must pay fines 
and costs associated with 
her defense and serve 104 
hours of community ser
vice.

Exceptions were made 
to allow Pamp interaction 
with the two family mem
bers involved in the case, 
and the others as needed 
because of school require
ments.

“We want you to be do
ing productive things,” 
Duthie said. “Stay out of 
trouble.”

Pamp is the last of the 
defendants to be sen
tenced in a case that ini
tially saw the wrong man 
accused; police Capt. Paul 
Lauria said he feels for 
Bott-Fleming, but does not 
believe his officers acted 
irresponsibly at the time.

In the hours after the 
blaze some of the wit
nesses interviewed said 
Bott-Fleming was bragging 
about starting the fire,

and Bott-Fleming himself 
could not remember his 
actions that evening, ac
cording to a police inves
tigation obtained by the 
Morning sun through the 
Freedom of Information 
Act. Lauria said to make 
an arrest an officer needs 
probable cause, not “be
yond a reasonable doubt” 
evidence.

“An investigation is a 
fluid thing,” Lauria said. 
“(At the time of Bott-Flem
ing’s arrest) we had all of 
these witnesses saying, 
‘this is what I saw.’ Wit
nesses were saying they 
heard him bragging.”

Bott-fleming’s arrest 
was made with public 
safety in mind and met 
the burden of proof, Lau
ria said.

“If he was the guy and 
we didn’t arrest him and 
we had probable cause...if 
he did it again, what then? 
How do you weigh that?” 
Lauria asked.

Next: The wrong man 
is arrested and charged 
two days after an arson 
destroys a building.

For two weeks he sits in 
jail while police continue 
to investigate the crime, 
before a key piece of 
evidence is discovered.
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