
 Greenville Daily News  - 02/27/2017 Page : A01

Copyright (c)2017 Greenville Daily News 02/27/2017
February 28, 2017 10:00 am (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Monday, February 27, 2017 50 cents

www.thedailynews.cc

The Daily News  
is printed on  

recycled paper

FACEBOOK
facebook.com/thedn

TWITTER
twitter.com/greenvilledn

DAILY NEWS 
ONLINE

thedailynews.cc

@ChipBurchDN
@CorySmith_DN
@darrinjayclark

@elisabethwaldon
@_MeghanNelson

@MumzyStacie
@nielseemi

@scoopahloop

Area News .......  Page 3
Opinions ..........  Page 4
Classifieds ........  Page 4
Community ......  Page 5
Sports ...............  Page 6
Comics .............  Page 7
Obituaries ........ Page 8
Lottery ............. Page 8
Weather ........... Page 8

YOUR NEIGHBOR  
WHO KNOWS

Serving Greenville, 
Belding and Montcalm County 
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INSIDE 
TODAY

WEATHER
Today:  

Mostly sunny 
until midday 

then becoming 
partly sunny, 

high around 40

Tonight:  
Partly cloudy  

in the evening 
then becoming 
mostly cloudy, 
scattered snow 

showers, lows in 
the upper 20s

Tuesday:  
Mostly cloudy 
with scattered 
rain showers, 

possibly 
mixed with 

snow showers, 
highs in the 
upper 40s

Greenville’s 
Landon Kemp 
breaks MITS 
pole vault 

record,
Page 6

SPORTS

Move it, move it, move it.
Sitting for long periods of time could

shorten your life regardless of your body 
weight. It appears that being a couch 
potato has an unhealthy influence on
blood fats and blood sugar. So take a 

stroll when possible.

Tip

SPONSORED BY

American Legion 101
of Greenville

237534

Saturdays, March 18 & 25, 2017  |  9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  
The AADE recognized program includes education on glucose levels, dietary guidelines and management 

techniques. Most insurances cover all or part of class fees, with a physician signature. Registration is required.

Spectrum Health United Lifestyles, 701 South Greenville West Drive, Suite 1, Greenville, MI 48838  616.754.6185

Diabetes Education United Hospital

A PLACE TO PORTAGE

BY CORY SMITH
Daily News senior staff writer

GREENVILLE — Kayakers and 
canoeist looking to enjoy trips down 
the Flat River this summer will now 
have an easier time of doing so. 

A change in elevation of the river 
at the Franklin Street bridge may 
make for a popular fishing hole, but 
the former dam site and artificial 
waterfalls make it impossible to tra-
verse the river without portaging to 
dry land. 

During Tuesday evening’s 
Greenville City Council meeting, the 
council unanimously approved allow-
ing construction of a new portage 
walkway under the Franklin Street 
bridge for canoeists and kayakers. 

The council hired GM Contracting 
of Newaygo at a cost of $5,7550 to 
perform the work this spring, which 
will include a new concrete walkway 
under the bridge, complete with a 
smell set of steps, making portaging 
easier.

The construction will also see the 
installation of a safety rope, prevent-
ing kayakers and canoeist from trav-
eling over the waterfalls, and a railing 
that will be installed along the cur-
rent concrete barrier between the 
river and riverbank. The current rip-
rap, made up of loose gravel and 
rocks, will be rearranged and filled 
with new material. 

Currently, those who choose to 
traverse that section of the river must 
typically carry their kayak or canoe 
over Franklin Street when they 
approach the bridge. That process 
became a safety risk, which will be 
addressed via the new portage sys-
tem. 

The bid with GM Contracting was 
selected over competing bids from 
TJM Services of Allegan at $8,085 
and Mark 1 Restoration Services of 
Detroit at $11,200. 

The city received a $15,000 grant 
from the Greenville Area Community 
Foundation last year specifically for 

this project. 
“This is such a neat project, It 

really shows the cooperation between 
the city and the Greenville Area 
Community Foundation to make this 
a reality,” Councilman Larry Moss 
said. “Anyone canoeing or kayaking 
along the river will be able to get out 
and get past the dam and put it back 
in the water and continue on their 
way. It’s a neat project and I’m excit-
ing to see it come to fruition.”

According to Bosanic, as soon as 
the weather breaks with consistent 
warmer temperatures this spring, 
construction will begin and will be 

completed before summer starts. 
Councilman Mark Lehman said he 

believes the new portage system will 
bring more people into town to 
explore the river system. 

“Previous till now when you’d be 
coming down the river it was pretty 
steep, the rocks were slippery, and 
you’d have to walk over Franklin 
Street,” he said. “It was really a chal-
lenge and I think many would simply 
wrap up their trip at that point. This 
will be a lot better.”

csmith@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8277
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A new portage site located beneath the Franklin Street bridge will be completed this spring, allowing kayakers and canoeists an easier time of 
navigating past the former dam site on the Flat River.

Portage system will be under Franklin Street bridge 

At left, the rocky area underneath the Franklin Street bridge along the Flat river will under construction this 
spring, as a new portage site will be installed, making it easier for kayakers and canoeist to navigate around 
the river. At right, An unofficial path of loose gravel and slippery rocks beneath the Franklin Street bridge will 
be transformed this spring into a concrete path, allowing kayakers and canoeist an easier time of portaging 
around the Flat River.

Septic tanks, E. coli 
impact watershed

BY MEGHAN NELSON
Daily News staff writer

SIDNEY — Swimming, boating and fish-
ing might not be a typical conversation in 
late February, but it was exactly what local 
health officials were talking about Thursday 
during a seminar hosted by the Montcalm 
Planning Commission.

Bob Gouin, environmental health direc-
tor, and Marcus Cheatham, health officer, 
both from the Mid-Michigan District 
Health Department (MMDHD) talked 
about the risk of E. coli, a bacteria com-
monly found in human waste, poses to 
swimming, boating and fishing activities in 
Montcalm County. 

Daily News/Meghan Nelson

Marcus Cheatham, health officer with the 
Mid-Michigan District Health Department, 
points out areas in the Flat River Watershed 
with high E. coli levels (in red) during a 
seminar hosted by the Montcalm Planning 
Commission on Thursday.SEE WATERSHED, PAGE 2
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The MMDHD serves Montcalm, Clinton 
and Gratiot counties and the watersheds in 
each county, including the Flat River water-
shed in Montcalm County. According to 
Cheatham, residents have been asking the 
health department to get involved in septic 
systems and the negative consequences 
unmaintained ones have on the watershed. 

There are approximately 19,490 septic 
systems within Montcalm County, and 
when those septic systems fail, the waste 
they should contain spreads to the ground 
water and washes into surrounding lakes, 
rivers and streams. 

“E. coli is an indicator species telling you 
there is human waste in the water and 
there’s a problem with sanitation,” 
Cheatham said. “The deal with the septic 
systems is we put them in the ground 30-40 
years ago and don’t look at them after that. 
As these things start to wear out, we’re 
looking at an infrastructure problem.”

In the Flat River watershed — which 
spans parts of Kent, Montcalm, Ionia and 
Mecosta counties — several sites were listed 
as unsafe for swimming and some were 
even unsafe for fishing and boating. 

Cheatham displayed a map of sites tested 
for E. coli throughout the Flat River water-
shed. Some of the sites had reported unsafe 
partial body contact E. coli levels over 1,500 
E. coli colonies per 100 milliliters of water 
around Lincoln Lake. The threshold for that 
designation is 1,000 E. coli colonies per 100 
milliliters water.

It wasn’t all bad news, though, as many 
areas are still healthy within the watershed’s 
boundaries.  According to Cheatham, the 
Flat River, Cooper’s Creek, Wabasis Creek 
and Dickerson Lake are clean, natural 
resources designated as land preservation 
sites. 

“The Flat River is in pretty fair condition, 
it’s one of 16 in Michigan to have that des-
ignation,” Cheatham said. “In the Flat River 
watershed, the Greenville area is the health-
iest. It has the most diverse fish, cleanest 
water. The Six Lakes subwatershed is mod-
erately healthy.”

With the problem and risk explained, 
Cheatham and Gouin presented Montcalm 
County officials and residents with poten-
tial answers to keep the Flat River Watershed 
healthy. 

“Michigan is the last state in the U.S. that 
does not have a statewide sewage code,” 
Gouin said. “In the last 10 years, we’ve seen 
a lot of versions, comprehensive versions, 
time-of-sale versions … but all of these ver-
sions have failed because of lack of stake-
holder support and lack of local support.”

With a lack of support from the state, 
Gouin said it is up to the counties to protect 
their watersheds and find solutions to keep 
lakes and rivers from becoming contami-
nated with E. coli. 

In October, the Kent Conservation 
District and Flat River Watershed Council 
submitted the Flat River Watershed 
Management Plan, which outlines ways to 
to restore water quality in the Lincoln Lake 
area and other impaired waters, maintain 
designated uses, establish a strategy the Flat 
River Watershed, manage the watershed 
and implement education and action plans 
for the watershed’s residents. (The full plan 
can be read online at flatriverwatershed.
org.)

Goiun outlined four potential solutions 
for eliminating the E. coli levels in the Flat 
River Watershed: Find and fix, minimum 
ordinance, time of sale and time of sold.

• Find and fix: This solution looks at 
MMDHD’s files of septic tanks along with 
township records to find which septic tanks 
need to be flushed or replaced. Gratiot 
County implemented this solution on the 
Upper Pine Watershed. 

• Minimum ordinance: This solution 
would involve the health department and 
would allow officials to check houses when 
or after they’re sold. Because the MMDHD 
covers three counties, Gratiot and Clinton 
counties would need to be on board with 
implementing a minimum ordinance.

• Time of sale: This solution would 
require the MMDHD to certify home 
inspectors to inspect septic systems. Before 
a house sale could close, the septic system 
would need to pass an inspection and be 
compliant with a county code.

“The transactions are reviewed prior to 
sale,” Gouin said. “In these counties (that 
have implemented this solution), you can’t 
sell the home without getting an approval. I 
don’t personally feel like I need the govern-
ment’s authority to sell my property, but 
they are effective.”

• Time of sold: Gouin explained this 
solution as a less invasive version of a time 
of sale ordinance. This solution allows the 
transaction to pass but requires someone 
— either the old or new homeowner — to 
fix a failing septic system. 

“This just gives us the ability to find out 
what the status is,” Cheatham said. “We can 
use our traditional enforcement. It gives us 
the trigger to get it done.”

All proposed solutions have come from a 
shift in attitude to want to stop and reverse 
contamination in local lakes and rivers, 
according to Gouin. It is a change he is glad 
to see happening.

“All of these issues are part of the overall 
health,” Cheatham said. “We focused on 
septic tonight, but we need to think as 
Friends of the Flat River at the bigger pic-
ture. The same thing is happening all across 
the lower peninsula of Michigan.”

Residents wondering if their septic sys-
tems need to be replaced can contact the 
MMDHD at (989) 831-5237. 

mneslon@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8273
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FUNERAL NOTICESONCE UPON  
A DAILY

Compiled By Sandy Main

150 YEARS AGO

“That big load” — Two 
or three weeks since the 
Grand Rapids Eagle published 
a statement from Charles A. 
Rosevelt, foreman on Hart’s 
job, duly attested by several 
signatures, that on the 31st of 
January 1867, one span of 
horses weighing 2500 pounds, 
at work under his direction, at 
Hart’s Job, in Spencer, Kent 
County, drew 6365 feet of 
pine logs at a single load. As 
this statement has not been 
accepted in all quarters as a 
fact, Mr. Rosevelt in another 
statement certified to be true 
by fourteen witnesses, writes 
us that Mr. N. Slaght of our vil-
lage “and fifteen other gentle-
men,” upon a remeasurement 
of the logs, decided that the 
nu,ber of feet drawn at that 
single load was six thousand 
and six hundred and sixty 
five!

“Business directory” 
— William Stevens, Professor 
of Penmanship, will soon have 
finished a business directory 
of Greenville, executed with 
the pen. It will be placed in 
the Post Office.

“Ceased” — The order of 
Good Templars of this village, 
organized May 2, 1866, has 
suspended its functions for the 
present. Where the prevailing 
sentiment is so strong against 
liquor-selling and drunkenness, 
it was not thought necessary 
to hold weekly meetings. The 
friends of temperance are yet 
on the alert to protect and 
defend the rights of society.

— Greenville Independent

100 YEARS AGO

“Electric lights” — 
Luther R. Stone, at Miller 
Station, has installed a new 
electric lighting system with 
which he and Mrs. Stone are 
greatly pleased. The plant was 
secured through George Siple 
of Carson City.

“New truck” — William 
Eichelberg has a new truck, 
which Charlie Riley had made 
over from one of his Reos 
which had been run several 
thousand miles and after 
being made over and painted 
up runs like a sewing machine.

“Bean thieves” — The 
bean elevator of C.H. 
Rounceman of Lowell was 
raided by thieves on Tuesday 
night and more than $1,000 
worth of beans and clover 
seed stolen.

— Greenville Independent

75 YEARS AGO

“Belding reaches Red 
Cross quota” — Local 
chairman George Wortman is 
proud of the way Belding 
raised its Red Cross quota of 
$1,500. Here is how it was 
done: The local factories and 
their employees — Basket, 
Hosiery, Metal Glass, Foundry, 
American Spring and Wire, 
Extruded and Murray — gave 
$804. The local organizations 
— churches, lodges, etc. — 
gave $200. The Jaycees benefit 
basketball netted $108; and 
the remaining $388 was given 
by individuals direct to Mr. 
Wortman. Early in the drive, 
the local committee decided 
that no house to house can-
vass would be made as nearly 
every home was represented 
by one of the above classifica-
tions.

“Longtime librarian” 
— Mrs. Mary S. Barnes, librari-
an at the Alvah N. Belding 
library, began her 28th year of 
service Tuesday. Mrs. Barnes 
began her work in the first 
Belding library located in the 
city hall building. Two years 
later when the fine library was 
opened on East Main street, 
the gift of Alvah N. Belding in 
memory of his father and 
mother, Hiram and Mary 
Wilson Belding, she was 
engaged as librarian and has 
served faithfully every since.

“Learn new card 
game” —  First of a series of 
12 articles on “Gin Rummy,” 
the card game which has 
been sweeping the country, 
appears today on Page 6 of 
the Daily News. The articles, 
written by Josephine 
Culbertson, noted bridge 
expert, deal with all phases of 
the new, interesting game.

— Greenville Daily News

smain@staffordgroup.com

TODAY
Philip W. Hopkins — 11 

a.m., Shiloh Community 
Church, Orleans. (Simpson 
Family Funeral Home, 
Sheridan)

TUESDAY
Florence V. Yutzey — 11 

a.m., Stanton First 
Congregational Church. 
(Simpson Family Funeral 
Home, Sheridan)

WEDNESDAY
Ronda Norris — 11 a.m., 

Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, Greenville. (Barden 
Funeral Home, Stanton)

THURSDAY 
Rickie L-B Treynor — 5 to 

7 p.m., Johnson-Feuerstein 
Funeral Home, Belding. 

SATURDAY
Benjamin Glenn 

Rinkeviczie — 2 p.m, 
Pederson Funeral Home.

Randy Lyle Miller — 11 
a.m., Faith Baptist Church, 
Greenville.

RONDA NORRIS, 56
STANTON — Ronda 

Norris, 56, of Stanton, died 
Thursday. Memorial service 
will be held 11 a.m. 
Wednesday at the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints in Greenville with a 

luncheon to follow. There 
will be a private family grave-
side service at Evergreen 
Cemetery in Aurelius 
Township where she will be 
buried. A message of condo-
lence may be left for the fam-
ily online at www.bardenfu-
neralhome.com.

RANDY LYLE MILLER, 60 
GREENVILLE — Randy 

Lyle Miller, 60, died Friday. 
Visitation is from 6 to 8 p.m. 
on Friday at Faith Baptist 
Church, 315 S Greenville 
West Drive, Greenville. The 
memorial service will also be 
held at the church, at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday. 

BENJAMIN GLENN 
RINKEVICZIE, 71 

ROCKFORD — Benjamin 
Glenn Rinkeviczie, 71, of 
Greenville, died Thursday. 
The funeral service with 
Honor Guard will be at 2 
p.m. Saturday at the Pederson 
Funeral Home, 127 N. 
Monroe St., Rockford, 
Michigan. There will be a 
time of visitation with the 
family one hour prior to the 
funeral. 

 
Obituaries on Page 8

Wabasis Creek and Wabasis Lake are designated for land preservation, but is at risk of E. 
coli contamination, according to a presentation by the Mid-Michigan District Health 
Department during a seminar hosted by the Montcalm Planning Commission on Thursday.

WATERSHED

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Flat River is one of 16 sites in Michigan 
to be designated in “pretty fair condition.” 
According to a presentation by the Mid-
Michigan District Health Department dur-
ing a seminar hosted by the Montcalm 
Planning Commission on Thursday, the 
Greenville area is one of the of the health-
iest of the Flat River watershed.

During an E. coli study, Lincoln Lake had such high level of E. coli it was designated as 
unsafe for partial body contact including boating and fishing, according to a presenta-
tion by the Mid-Michigan District Health Department during a seminar hosted by the 
Montcalm Planning Commission Thursday evening.

Man admits to MSU lab 
firebombing 25 years later

By The Associated Press

EAST LANSING — A man 
who denied firebombing an 
animal researcher’s laboratory 
at Michigan State University in 
1992 even as he pleaded guilty 
now admits he carried out the 
attack and participated in oth-
ers across the country.

Rodney Coronado told the 
Lansing State Journal he was a 
member of the Animal 
Liberation Front that targeted 
researchers and others they 
believed were mistreating ani-
mals.

“In my heart, I was deeply 
troubled,” said Coronado, who 
said he participated in a half-
dozen attacks, including at 
Oregon State University, 
Washington State University, 
and private fur farms in the 
early 1990s. “I wanted to do 
everything I could to try to stop 
it.”

The fire Coronado said he 
set by himself caused more 
than $1 million in damage, 
according to the newspaper’s 
archives, and destroyed 32 
years of Richard Aulerich’s 
research on the natural mink 
population and a decade of 
work by researcher Karen 

Chou. Neither would discuss 
the fire.

Coronado, now 50, was 
arrested in 1994. Facing up to 
50 years, he agreed to plead 
guilty in Michigan in exchange 
for prosecutors dropping 
charges in other states. He was 
sentenced to four years and 
nine months in prison and 
ordered to pay $2.5 million in 
restitution, though court 
records indicate he’s paid a tiny 
fraction of that amount.

Coronado said the attacks 
were intended to cause those 
conducting animal research to 
“live in fear.”

“I won’t sugar coat it; we 
were about psychological war-
fare,” he said.

Coronado now heads a non-
profit called the Great Lakes 
Wolf Patrol. He said he does 
not regret what he did in the 
early 1990s, but recognizes 
efforts to change attitudes are 
“damaged when you push 
someone against a wall and 
antagonize with direct action.”

Still, Coronado said he’d 
release every mink from its 
cage if he knew he could get 
away with it.

Warmer weather raises concerns 
for Michigan’s fruit growers

By The Associated Press

LANSING — Fruit experts 
in Michigan say they’re con-
cerned about the state’s fruit 
trees and bushes getting their 
buds out too early due to the 
unusually warm weather.

Michigan State University 
Extension Service fruit edu-
cator Mark Longstroth told 
MLive the warm tempera-
tures will be “a little worri-
some” if they continue and 
the buds start waking up in 
the region’s peach trees and 
apricot orchards.

Longstroth said that if the 
buds start swelling now, they 
could be vulnerable to cold 
temperatures later this spring.

Steve Tennes, owner of 
Country Mill Orchard in 
Charlotte, told WLNS-TV  
that an early spring could 
hurt his income.

“This is our livelihood for 
our family,” he said.

Tennes said he tries to pre-
vent the trees from budding 
by using frost fans and exper-
imenting with misting.

“Some of the protections 
that we have will cover a por-
tion of our orchard but it 
doesn’t cover nearly even half 
the orchard,” Tennes said.

Amy Irish Brown, an edu-
cator in the commercial tree 
fruit industry with the 
Extension Service, said she 
doesn’t expect this spring’s 
temperatures to warm up to 
as high as they did in 2012, 
when the state’s apple harvest 
shrank from 980 million 
pounds in 2011 to just 115 
million pounds in 2012.

“As long as our average 
temperatures stay at 40 or 
below, I’m not worried about 
it at all,” Brown said.

Former Detroit health director 
announces run for governor

By The Associated Press

DETROIT — Former 
Detroit health director Dr. 
Abdul El-Sayed says he is 
entering the Michigan gover-
nor’s race.

El-Sayed is running as a 
Democrat and made his cam-
paign announcement 
Saturday during a rally in 
Detroit.

The 32-year-old El-Sayed 
is a 2007 University of 
Michigan graduate. He was a 

Rhodes Scholar and earned 
his doctorate from Oxford 
University and medical 
degree from Columbia 
University.

He was appointed execu-
tive director of Detroit’s 
health department in 2015, 
but resigned this month to 
run for governor.

Second-term Republican 
Gov. Rick Snyder can’t run 
again in 2018 due to term 
limits.
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