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INSIDE 
TODAY

WEATHER
Today:  
Chance 

of showers, 
overcast, high 

near 55 degrees, 
with 20 percent 
chance of rain

Tonight:  
Partly cloudy, 

low of 28 
degrees, 10 

percent chance 
of rain

Tuesday:  
Partly to mostly 

cloudy, high 
near 50 degrees

Greenville’s 
wrestling team 
finishes season 
strong, Page 4

SPORTS

Man gets up to 
50 years for 

assaulting two 
women, Page 3

COURT

Wednesdays, April 5 through April 26, 2017  |  5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.   
The A.A.D.E. recognized program includes education on glucose levels, dietary guidelines and management 

techniques. Most insurances cover all or part of class fees, with a physician signature. Registration is required. 

This class is also simulcast to Kelsey Hospital, Lakeview.

Spectrum Health United Lifestyles, 701 S Greenville West Drive, Suite 1, Greenville, MI 48838  616.754.6185

Diabetes Education United Hospital
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KNOW THE NEED

BY MEGHAN NELSON
Daily News staff writer

GREENVILLE — In the spirit of 
collaboration, members of the medi-
cal, educational, business, clergy and 
nonprofit communities gathered 
together to discuss ways to serve 
Montcalm County community. 

In four presentations at a Know 
the Need community collaboration 
event Friday, community leaders dis-
cussed issues facing vulnerable or 
impoverished Montcalm County 
residents and what the various com-
munities in attendance can do to 
bridge those gaps. 

“Sixty percent of our county is 
considered working poor or lower,” 
United Way Montcalm-Ionia 
Counties Executive Director Terri 
Legg said. “The need is so huge.”

Presentations included informa-
tion about Montcalm Care Network’s 
Health 360 Clinic and Montcalm 
Prevention Collaborative (formerly 
YOUTHINK Montcalm) and a trans-
portation service in Central 
Montcalm and Lakeview school dis-
tricts. 

Phil Millerov, with Montcalm 
Prevention Collaborative, presented 
how he is working to serve vulnerable 
youth in Montcalm County. 

He presented statistics that 30.8 
percent of high school students self-
reported being drunk; 9.2 percent 
took a prescription not prescribed to 
them, including painkillers during 
the past 30 days; and 14.3 percent 
were offered, sold or given an illegal 

drug on school property by someone 
during the last 12 months. 

“When we start to talk about this I 
think we’re pretty good at interven-
tion,” Millerov said. “If you can get 
into services, we’re pretty good at 
moving you through but it’s com-
pletely preventable.” 

Montcalm Prevention 
Collaborative is hoping to start with 
the youth in the county to support 
them when they encounter alcohol or 
illegal substances. In late summer or 
early fall, the program hopes to host 
a youth summit to tackle the issue. 

“I think there’s a real opportunity 
for us to engage youth, give them a 

voice,” Millerov said. 
Another way Montcalm Care 

Network is serving the vulnerable 
community of Montcalm County is 
through the Health 360 Clinic which 
is open to the entire community and 
takes Medicare, Medicaid as well 
commercial insurance. 

“The really unique thing is we have 
expertise in mental and physical 
health,” Julianna Kozara, clinical 
director at Montcalm Care Network, 
said. “That really fills the gap.”

By providing a range of services to 
a range of people, the Health 360 

Daily News/Meghan Nelson

Alison Barberi, president and CEO of the Greenville Area Community Foundation, helped facilitate presenta-
tions and conversations during a community collaborative event held Friday morning Montcalm Community 
College-Greenville Campus. Area organizations discussed ways to collaborate and care for vulnerable popula-
tions within the county.

Community organizations stop, collaborate 
and listen to help vulnerable residents

Friday, during Know the Need, a community collaboration event, attend-
ees stood up and found someone they didn’t know to talk with about 
the services they provide.

BY MEGHAN NELSON
Daily News staff writer

STANTON —The city of Stanton 
is hoping to take another shot at an 
Infrastructure Capacity Enhancement 
(ICE) Grant through the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation 
(MEDC).

The city applied for the grant last 
year in hopes of making sewer repairs 
on Lincoln Street. However, the grant 
was not approved.

City Manager Elizabeth Pynaert 
recommended the city reapply for 
the grant this year. 

“We do not know why we did not 
receive it last year,” Pynaert told city 
commissioners during Thursday’s 
meeting. “The chances (for receiving 

the grant) are the same as last year, 
just a little bit better because there is 
more money available this year.”

Pynaert noted that for the last 
cycle of grant applicants, the munici-
palities that were awarded grant 
money provided engineering plans to 
accompany their grants. Stanton did 
not do this.

This year, the Michigan 
Department of Environmental 
Quality changed grant requirements, 
meaning municipalities must pro-
vide plans with applications. The 
change means an increase in price for 
Prein & Newhof, a Grand Rapids-
based civil engineering firm, to fill 

Stanton leaders talk about 
future infrastructure grant

Daily News/Meghan Nelson 

A potential Infrastructure Capacity Enhancement (ICE) Grant could mean 
improvements to sewer access on Lincoln Street between the alley 
behind Main Street and Day Street in Stanton. City commissioners tabled 
discussion of the grant at Thursday’s meeting.

Analysis: 
A-F grades 
for schools 
a tough sell

BY DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

LANSING — The debate over 
publicizing A-to-F grades for every 
public school in Michigan is not 
entirely over, despite a surprise deci-
sion by top education officials to 
back away from the proposed system 
that proponents say has worked else-
where.

State Superintendent Brian 
Whiston will default to “dashboard”-
style report cards without any letter 
grades, to replace the current color-
coded marks that have come under 
much criticism. But the caveat 
remains that the Republican-led 
Legislature and Gov. Rick Snyder, 
who required letter grades in Detroit 
as part of a state bailout of the dis-
trict, could still decide that letter 
grades should be issued statewide.

It will be a tough sell.
Rep. Tim Kelly, who chairs the 

House Education Committee and 
who backs A-to-F grades, said there 
probably is “not a great appetite” 
among lawmakers to require the cal-
culation of a single summative grade 
for each school. But they may vote by 
summer to require letter grades to be 
issued in subcategories such as how a 
school’s students do on the state test 
compared with others and their 
progress over time, he said.

“We’re going to have to pick this 
ball up,” said Kelly, a Saginaw 
Township Republican who criticized 
Whiston’s reversal. “Whatever we do 
has to be simple, transparent and 
meaningful. ... The whole idea was 
there was no reason to have Detroit 
as a stand-alone and it should be 
statewide.”

Whiston reports to the elected, 
bipartisan State Board of Education 
and not Snyder. He acknowledged 
Tuesday at the board’s meeting that 
he clearly was heading toward imple-
menting letter grades. He personally 
prefers issuing grades in various sub-
groups, but not cumulative grades.

“I think the board wanted to go in 
a different direction. So it’s the board 
that has done this,” he said, pointing 
to its unanimous vote against letter 
grades. Venessa Keesler, a deputy 
state superintendent, said public 
comments on A-to-F grading were 
“somewhat balanced” for and against.

The agency will propose three 
options in a plan to comply with a 
new federal education law. One 
would give each school an overall let-
ter grade and grades in various cate-
gories; another would issue letter 
grades in the categories only; and a 
third — the default — would publish 
a dashboard-style scorecard with no 
letter grades.

“I think this is going to be an 
ongoing conversation that may or 
may not get resolved,” Whiston said, 
referring to legislators. The 
Republican governor supports A-to-F 
grades. A-to-F legislation died in the 

SEE GRANT, PAGE 2

SEE NEED, PAGE 2

SEE GRADES, PAGE 2
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125 YEARS AGO
“Sold” — H.N. Anderson 

has sold his double block, 
used on the first floor for a 
meat packing company and 
meat market, to O.C. Kemp. 
The second floor is already in 
use for offices. Mr. Kemp 
expects to fit up the first floor 
for use in two store room, one 
of which E. D. Bradley expects 
to occupy as a grocery. The 
Anderson Packing Co. will at 
once build a new establish-
ment north of the city, per-
haps near the site of the old 
brewery, where a side-track 
will furnish facilities for ship-
ping, and there will be other 
advantages over the present 
site.

— Greenville Independent

100 YEARS AGO
“Electricity on the 

farm” — Here’s what an 
electrical engineer says four 
or five cents’ worth of elec-
tricity will do on the farm, if 
electricity were available for 
the rural community: Milk ten 
cows; churn twenty pounds of 
butter; separate 1,400 pounds 
of milk in a cream separator; 
do two large family washings; 
heat an electric flat iron for 
half an hour; run a sewing 
machine for four hours; make 
griddle cakes on an electric 
griddle twice; pump water 
enough to last the family two 
days; sharpen an ax or scythe 
on the grindstone six times; 
light a 32 candle-power lamp 
an hour a day for five days; 
make five slices of toast every 
morning for four mornings.

“Motorized circus” — 
Following Bert Silver’s idea of 
transporting a circus on motor 
trucks, the United States 
Circus corporation of New 
Your will shortly start out a 
motorized circus which is 
expected to tour the country 
making an average of 40 to 
50 miles a day and saving a 
large amount of money. Mr. 
Silver used Tower and Reo 
trucks last year and made a 
great saving in expenses. He 
will use the same trucks again 
this year.

“New manure spread-
ers” — F.C. Rasmussen is 
unloading a car of the New 
Idea Manure Spreaders. You 
can see one at his home near 
the fair grounds or at the feed 
sheds back of Obetts & 
Walter’s.

— Greenville Independent

75 YEARS AGO
“Mayor’s mill razed by 

fire” — Fire completely 
destroyed the saw mill owned 
by Mayor C. Ferris Petersen 
yesterday in one of the most 
unusual circumstances on 
record here. The mill is located 
on S. Lafayette street. The 
blaze was first discovered 
shortly after noon yesterday 
and the fire department was 
immediately called. Firemen 
succeeded at that time in 
keeping the blaze confined to 
a small part of the building. It 
was believed that the fire had 
been completely extinguished. 
The mayor and Ald. Jennings 
Irish remained at the scene 
for some time after firemen 
left. Both were of the opinion 
the fire was out. Later in the 
day, however, the conflagra-
tion started anew and totally 
destroyed the structure and 
practically all the contents. 
Loss was estimated by the 
mayor at approximately 
$3,000.

“Red Cross seeks 
workers for sewing” — 
Mrs. A.W. Copeland, produc-
tion chairman for the 
Montcalm County Red Cross, 
announced today at Greenville 
that Red Cross workers are 
now cutting pajamas, mens’ 
hospital bed shirts, hot water 
bottle covers, and bedside 
bags for use in our navy and 
army hospitals. For anyone 
wishing to help sew, there is 
now plenty of work. Mrs. 
Copeland asked that if anyone 
has a button-hole attachment 
for a sewing machine, she 
offer her services for there are 
now hundreds of button-holes 
to be made on boys’ shirts 
and bed jackets.

“Snowbound” — From 
our Trufant correspondent: 
Miss Frances Jensen and 
friend visited Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry H. Finch, Katherine and 
Neil, last Sunday night. 
Returning home they found 
many cars stalled on the 
pavement. After traveling 
about three miles west of 
Langston they were unable to 
proceed any farther as the 
snow was drifting very badly. 
Unable to walk in such a 
storm they remained in the 
car and in the morning 
walked to the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Johnson, 
where they remained until 
Tuesday noon. They walked 
from there to her home. In the 
evening they were notified 
that the snow plow had 
pulled their car out and that 
the road was driveable.

— Greenville Daily News

smain@staffordgroup.com

Clinic is able to provide integrated care and 
look at holistic treatments. 

“(The Health 360 Clinic) gives us an 
opportunity to look at the most vulnerable. It 
offers opportunities to look at new partner-
ships in the community,” Kozara said. 

Brenda Smith, secretary at Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Lakeview, is working to 
transport residents to those partnerships. 

Liberty Line started in October 2016. The 
ride service operates with volunteer dispatch-
ers and drivers to transport residents of 
Central Montcalm and Lakeview school dis-
tricts to cancer treatments, grocery stores, 
court appointments, friends or relatives, etc. 

“We would love to see this little transpor-
tation seed grow into a huge spreading tree 
covering all of Montcalm County and pro-
vide freedom to all of the people,” Smith said. 

During conversations sparked by the pre-
sentations, attendees discovered organiza-
tions helping to address needs in the com-
munity. Alison Barberi, president and CEO 
of Greenville Area Community Foundation, 
and Esther Combs, special education super-
visor for Montcalm Area Intermediate School 
District, wanted attendees to look at how to 
create a community collaboration to serve 
those in need and treat the adverse childhood 
experiences (ACEs).

Combs gave a presentation on the effects 
of ACEs, which was conducted at Kaiser 
Permanente — a health care company based 
in Oakland, Caliornia — between 1997 and 
1999. 

According to Combs, the study looked at 
17,000 adults age 55 or older and how child-
hood experiences with household dysfunc-
tion (i.e., mental illness, incarcerated relative, 
mother treated violently, substance abuse and 
divorce); physical and emotional neglect; and 
physical, emotional and social abuse affected 
their behavior and physical and mental heath 
as an adult.

“The study found people with four or 
more ACEs are far more prone to having dis-
ease factors,” Combs said, referring to obesity, 
diabetes, heart disease and other illnesses. “If 
you have six or more ACEs, your life expec-
tancy decreases by 20 years.”

Combs explained COPD is treated by 
fighting the disease and what caused the 
diagnosis, and self-harming behaviors should 
be treated by understanding a person’s ACEs.

“It’s not about being an alcoholic. It’s deal-
ing with these ACEs through a mental health 

provider,” Combs motioned to representa-
tives from Montcalm Care Network. “Then, 
we can start to deal with coping mecha-
nisms.”

For Combs, knowledge is power, and she 
hopes to help create a trauma-informed 
community.

With the education on ACEs and informa-
tion about various organizations represented 
around the room, Legg asked attendees to 
start thinking about how they can sympa-
thize with the people they serve. 

“As a community, how do we understand 
those ACEs and become more compassion-
ate?” Legg asked. 

While there was no concrete answer to 
Legg’s questions, attendees agreed to contin-
ue looking for ways to collaborate with each 
other to benefit the people they serve.

mnelson@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8273

out the grant. 
Stanton paid Prein & Newhof $2,500 last 

year. This year the price increased to $5,000. 
According to Pynaert, doubling the price will 
cover the firm’s cost to complete engineering 
calculations, plans and specifications.

Prein & Newhof broke down the cost to 
$1,500 to review the application from last 
year and $3,500 to draw up engineering 
plans. 

Other requirements for the grant include 
municipalities updating and adopting a six-
year capital improvement plan, including the 
proposed projects and a resolution commit-
ting matching funds for a minimum of 10 
percent.

“Ten percent is guaranteeing that at the 
very, very minimum we would commit 
matching funds of $50,000, when I have not 
seen a project list or what it would do,” City 
Commissioner Karl Yoder noted.

According to Department of Public Works 
Director Jamie Blum, the project on Lincoln 
Street would span from the alley north of 
Main Street to Day Road. 

“(The sewer lines) are not even mains. 
They are 2- to 4-inch lines,” Blum said. There 
are no manholes or sewer aces. Some of the 
lines are made of old paper and tar.”

Blum said the grant money would also 
cover sidewalk and street repairs along the 
stretch of Lincoln Street.

The grant application deadline is April 7. 
Pynaert recommended city commissioners 
make a motion on the grant during Thursday’s 

meeting to allow Prein & Newhof ample time 
to complete the grant.

But, city commissioners had questions 
about the total cost of the six-year capital 
improvement plan ($1.2 to $1.3 million, 
including matching funds); whether the 
2016-2017 fiscal year budget accounted for 
the project (no, but it could be put into the 
2017-2018 budget); and where the money 
would come from (water and street funds).

Commissioner Jane Basom noted the 10 
percent match Yoder referenced was for a 
total project cost of over $1 million.

“Is that due all in one year?” she asked. “I 
would like to see the numbers. How much do 
we have to match?”

“I don’t think we can say we’re doing our 
job properly if we don’t have all the informa-
tion in front of us,” Commissioner Krista 
Johnson added. 

Pynaert said it would be possible to push 
off a vote until the March 28 meeting, but it 
would put Prein & Newhof “in a bind” to 
complete the application in 10 days. 
According to Pynaert, the firm has already 
started working on the engineering plans “in 
good faith.”

Without a set cost in front of them, city 
commissioners unanimously voted to table 
the ICE grant discussion until the March 28 
meeting.

Stanton City Commission meetings take 
place at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 225 S. Camburn 
St.

mnelson@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8273

Grant

Continued From PaGe 1

need

Continued From PaGe 1

Esther Combs, special education supervi-
sor at Montcalm Area Intermediate 
School District, presented information 
about adverse childhood experiences 
and there effect on the community. 
Combs was one of four speakers who 
talked about local resources during 
Friday’s Know the Need, a collaboration 
event for community members.

Lincoln Street south of Day Street would receive sewer and sidewalk improvements if 
Stanton city commissioners apply for and are awarded an Infrastructure Capacity 
Enhancement (ICE) Grant. City commissioners tabled discussion of the grant at 
Thursday’s meeting.

House in 2013.
Whiston’s decision was 

praised by local superinten-
dents and teacher unions but 
criticized by school-choice 
promoters and research 
groups such as the Education 
Trust-Midwest, which advo-
cates for higher student 
achievement, particularly for 
minorities and the poor. It 
urged Whiston not to back-
pedal on “real accountability.”

“Using a clear summative 
letter grade, the state would 
provide a clear signal to stu-
dents, parents and other com-
munity stakeholders about 
how their school is perform-
ing against national perfor-
mance benchmarks and other 
schools around the state,” said 
executive director Amber 
Arellano.

Josh Cowen, an associate 
education professor at 
Michigan State University, said 
research shows that letter grades 
— which he said are inherently 

easier to understand than other 
marks — had a positive effect 
in New York City, especially 
when schools were given an F 
instead of, say, a D.

“It is the intention to avoid 
the lowest grade that we end up 
seeing some of the benefits,” he 
said. Cowen said when New 
York later stuck with a similar 
accountability system but 
dropped letter grades, “we 
found no positive effects any-
more.

“The idea is that people just 
don’t know what it means any-
more” when a lot of informa-
tion about a school’s perfor-
mance is publicized, he said. 
“Parents don’t know what it 
means. Some of the districts’ 
leaders and teachers don’t know 
what it means. But everybody 
knows what an A means and 
everybody knows what an F 
means. You have to kind of 
weigh the cost of stigma against 
a very real way of summarizing 
information in a way that peo-
ple can understand and act on.”

GradeS

Continued From PaGe 1

toDay
Ellen Louise Bowser — 1 p.m., New Life United Methodist 

Church, Six Lakes.
Gene E. Christensen — Memorial luncheon, 3 p.m., 

Montcalm Township Hall, Greenville. (Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville)

Lucille A. Ruble — 1 p.m., Belding Free Methodist Church, 
Belding. (Johnson-Feuerstein Funeral Home, Belding)

tuesDay
Bruce “A” Anderson — 11 a.m., Simpson Family Funeral 

Home, Sheridan.
Eleanor Arlene Gallagher — Noon, Hurst Funeral Home, 

Greenville.
Leighton B. Newswanger — 9:30 a.m., Vickeryville Old 

Order Mennonite Church, Carson City. (Lux and Schnepp 
Funeral Home, Carson City)

Mildred “Millie” Oberlin — 2:30 p.m., Johnson-Feuerstein 
Funeral Home, Belding.

WeDnesDay
Frank J. Langridge — 11 a.m. Johnson-Feuerstein Funeral 

Home, Belding.
Kari Lynn Basney — 2 p.m., Hurst Funeral Home, 

Greenville.
FriDay

Pastor Norman H. Street — 10 a.m., Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville.

Bruce “a” anDersen, 86
SHERIDAN — Bruce “A” Andersen, 86, of Stanton, died 

Friday. Visitation will be on Tuesday from 10-11 a.m. at the 
Simpson Family Funeral Home in Sheridan. Funeral Services 
will begin at 11 a.m. Final internment will be at South Sidney 
Cemetery. A message of condolence may be left for the fam-
ily at www.SimpsonFamilyFuneralHomes.com.

MilDreD “Millie” oBerlin, 79
BELDING — Mildred “Millie” Oberlin, 79, of Belding, 

died Friday. Funeral services will be at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday at 
Johnson-Feuerstein Funeral Home, Belding. Visitation will 
be one hour prior to the service. Burial will take place pri-
vately at River Ridge Cemetery, Belding. Messages of condo-
lence may left at www.jffh.com.

Frank J. langriDge, 79
BELDING — Master Sgt. Frank J. Langridge, 79, of 

Belding, died Friday. Memorial services will be 11 a.m. 
Wednesday at Johnson-Feuerstein Funeral Home, Belding. 
Visitation with the family will be Tuesday from 6-8 pm. with 
a rosary prayed at 7:30 p.m. at the funeral home. Inurnment 
will be in Rest Haven Memory Gardens, Belding.

kari lynn Basney, 46
GREENVILLE — Kari Lynn Basney, age 46, of Greenville, 

died Thursday. Memorial services will be held at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday at Hurst Funeral Home. There will be visitation 
from 1-2 p.m., prior to the service. Private interment will take 
place at a later date in East Montcalm Cemetery. Messages of 
condolence may be shared at www.hurstfh.com.

See Obituaries on Page 8

Health department event to 
discuss safe fish consumption

By The Associated Press

DETROIT — The Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services is urging Detroit 
residents to learn about healthy fish consump-
tion.

A Monday afternoon meeting at the Michigan 
State University Detroit Center will focus on safe 
fish consumption levels for individuals and 
families. It is free and open to all residents.

A health department study on urban fishing 

in the Detroit River found participants had 
higher levels of chemicals found in fish, includ-
ing mercury and PCBs, than those surveyed in a 
study by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

The meeting will discuss the Eat Safe Fish 
guidelines designed to help residents avoid haz-
ardous chemicals that build up in fish and can 
build up in people who often eat them. Some 
groups are at greater risk for harm from the 
chemicals.
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