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In Loving Memory Of

LYLE & JOYCE
SARGENT

Lyle: January 11, 1928 –
March 5, 2002

Joyce: September 16,1932 –
February 15, 2005

We are safely home in Heaven,
though we know you miss us so.
The love we’ve always felt for you,
within our hearts still flows.
Our spirits will remain with you
every single day, appearing as a
rainbow or as ocean waves at play.
We’re in the gentle rains that fall,

and in the morning dew.
All you see that’s beautiful
reflects our love for you.

We didn’t mean to cause you pain,
our time had simply come.

The work that we were meant to do
on earth had all been done.
We’re safely home in Heaven,
where eternal peace is fine.

And where, when God has called you,
too, we’ll be forever Thine.

We miss you both so much but we know you are
happy together & that you are ever near.

Sadly missed and loved forever,
Your Family

see how excited they are
every time we come in,” he
said. “You can tell they are
always on their best behav-
ior when we are around. I
know they want to impress
us and the goal is for them
to act like that all the time.
It’s a great program and I
know the kids love it.”

Today, more than 2,276
active programs in 41 states
engage in the program.

Along with the “watch-
dog” program, the students
at Weidman elementary re-
ceived a surprise visit from

the Nottawa-Sherman Fire
Department Friday morn-
ing.

Several fire fighters
stopped by to read and be
read to by students from
multiple classrooms and
grade levels. The fire fight-
ers stayed the entire school
day and made many new
friends by the time the fi-
nal bell rang.

“It gives the kids encour-
agement to read more and
something to look up,” said
firefighter John Blanken-
ship. “We really want kids
to better themselves and
this helps them to want to
stay in school, read, get a
better education and maybe
even someday join the fire

fighters one day. They love
it.”

Lederer said the students
seemed very engaged hav-
ing some of their “heroes”
read to them.

“It makes the reading for
enjoyable for them when
they see their heroes read-
ing,” she said.

“We want them to come
back as long they have time
do so. We always welcome
volunteers.”

In addition to making
reading more enjoyable,
Lederer has tried to make
school fun by having a
daily morning dance party
before school begins and
something she calls “Starr
parties”. Lederer said the

morning dances and par-
ties get the kids excited to
come to school every day.

Lederer said the amount
of discipline write ups this
year is half the amount
there was last year at this
point. She said these new
activities are the driving
force behind the drastic
turnaround.

“Whether your kids or
behaving is what makes
or breaks your school. It’s
huge,” she said. “Last year
we would have kids getting
in fights on the daily. This
year I think we’ve had two
fights the whole school year.
If it’s exciting and I think
the kids will love it then
let’s do it.

Heroes
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of the initiative because
many people don’t know
the left lane is reserved
for passing, McIntire
said.

Besides being generally
disruptive to, traffic flow,
this violation can actually
be dangerous, as frustrated
motorists attempt risky

maneuvers to get around
the log jam, McIntire
said.

A motorist stopped for
this violation during the
enforcement period can
expect at the very least a
short lesson on the law and
how their actions disrupt
traffic flow.

“We just want motorists
to understand the law and
work on developing cour-
teous driving habits,” Mc-
Intire said.

Police
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an investment in our cus-
tomers, team members
and the local communities
that have supported us for
so long,” Meijer President
and CEO Rick Keyes said.
“We’re also excited that
at long last we’ll cross the
bridge and open our first
stores in Michigan’s Upper

Peninsula.”
Keyes announced on

Thursday the Grand Rap-
ids-based superstore chain
is investing millions in cur-
rent stores and building at
new locations.

Meijer is investing more
than $275 million in new
and remodeled stores,
Keyes said.

The investment includes
the construction of seven
new Meijer supercenters
and 22 different remodel

projects. While Michigan,
Indiana, and Wisconsin
will each welcome new Mei-
jer supercenters later this
year, dozens of other Mei-
jer stores have begun or will
soon begin remodel projects
to further enhance the cus-
tomer shopping experience.

Meijer’s continued focus
on remodeling stores re-
flects the company’s com-
mitment to providing its
customers with the best
shopping experience, ac-

cording to Keyes.
This year’s remodel in-

vestment means that by the
end of 2017, Meijer will have
remodeled and upgraded
nearly 90 stores since 2010.

The company’s new
store commitment follows
its focus on steady growth
throughout its six-state
footprint. The opening of
each new Meijer store rep-
resents as many as 300 full-
and part-time jobs, Keyes
said.

Meijer
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ByDavidEggert
Of The Associated Press

LANSING >> Michigan has
spent or obligated almost
all of a dedicated source
of funding needed to clean
up and redevelop 7,000 pol-
luted sites across the state,
leaving lawmakers to ques-
tion the Snyder administra-
tion on what, if any, plan
there is to ask voters for
permission to borrow more
money.

A 1998 ballot measure au-
thorized the state to issue
$675 million in bonds for
environmental protection
along with waterfront and
state park improvements.
The money will dry up this
year, and Republican Gov.
Rick Snyder is proposing
to shift nearly $15 million
from another fund — one
used to address 8,000 leak-
ing underground fuel tanks
— as a one-time “buffer” to
continue the remediation
of abandoned paper mills,
foundries and other prop-
erties next year.

The proposal worries
some legislators who al-
ready are upset about past
raids on the tank cleanup
fund, which is supported by
a nearly 1-cent-a-gallon fee
on gasoline and other petro-
leum products.

“I don’t like it,” said Sen.
Mike Green, a Mayville Re-
publican who chairs the
Senate environmental bud-
get subcommittee. He called
the fund transfer a “Band-
Aid” approach and, like
other legislators from both
parties, questioned why
state officials have been
slow to develop a long-term
plan.

Green said he intends to
craft legislation that would
put another bond initiative
on the ballot. It would need
support from two-thirds of
both the GOP-led House and
Senate to get a public vote.

“That’s about the only
solution we have as far as
cleaning up these bad sites
that are everywhere,” he
said, also suggesting the
possibility of shifting money
from the state’s rainy day
fund, which could grow to
$1 billion under Snyder’s
budget plan.

Rep. Scott VanSingel, a
Grant Republican and a
member of the House envi-
ronmental budget subcom-
mittee, said the state ide-

ally could annually commit
other money toward envi-
ronmental cleanup to avoid
taking on more debt that of-
ficials estimate would cost
taxpayers $1.50 for each $1
borrowed. But “we tend to
be short-sighted,” he said,
and such funding could be
cut in future years.

Sites tainted with haz-
ardous substances are in ev-
ery county and half are “or-
phan” sites, so the state is
responsible for the cleanup.
The bond funds cover that
work and also a small por-
tion of cleanup at federal Su-
perfund sites with some of
the most contaminated land
in the U.S.

“It’s quite important that
we do establish a perma-
nent funding source. I am
in favor of doing a ballot ini-
tiative,” VanSingel said.

State Department of En-
vironmental Quality Dep-
uty Director Amy Epkey
told lawmakers this past
week that a ballot measure
would require broad-based
support to win approval.
Major companies spent
millions to build public
support for the 1998 Clean
Michigan initiative that was
backed by then-Gov. John
Engler. Other environmen-
tal bonding proposals were
also OK’d in 1988 and 2002.

“At this point I don’t think
we have a definite answer
yet, but we are looking for-
ward to working with stake-
holders and the Legislature
to continue to see what op-

tions may exist and what
makes the most sense long
term,” Epkey said.

Snyder’s 21st Century In-
frastructure Commission in
December recommended
pursuing a new ballot pro-
posal to ensure the envi-
ronmental agency could
spend $35 million a year on
cleanup for a decade. Sny-
der spokesman Josh Pacio-
rek said the administration
will evaluate “all funding
and financing mechanisms
to look at infrastructure
needs comprehensively
across sectors.” There is se-
rious talk in Lansing of ask-
ing voters for approval to
borrow money for both wa-
ter infrastructure upgrades
in the wake of Flint’s crisis
and environmental protec-
tion, said James Clift, policy

director for Michigan Envi-
ronmental Council. Point-
ing to the potential for less
money for cleanup, he said
state environmental offi-
cials should prioritize sites
where contamination “re-
ally is the barrier of rede-
velopment” and leave sites
with other revitalization
hurdles to economic devel-
opment officials.

“In the future, they’re go-
ing to have to be more tar-
geted,” Clift said. He has
questions about whether the
state has been “skimping”
to accumulate a balance in
the leaky storage tank fund
at a time when only 250 of
the 8,000 sites with petro-
leum leaks are being tested
each year to determine if
they pose a risk to public
health.

STATE

Michigan runs out of money that was
pledged to environmental cleanup

MARK BUGNASKI — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Brian Kelly with the EPA walks around the former RocK Tenn paper mill site on Helen
Avenue in Otsego.

MARK BUGNASKI — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Brian Kelly with the EPA uses a flash light to shows
containers of chemicals in one of the buildings in the
former RocK Tenn paper mill site on Helen Avenue in
Otsego.
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BROCKMAN, TIMOTHY ALLEN
55; of Mt. Pleasant; 
died unexpectedly on 
Thursday, March 2, 
2017. Tim was born 
on October 24, 1961 in 
Columbia, Missouri to 
Ellis Brockman and Ro­
berta (Ann) Yehling. In 
1969, the family moved 
to Mt. Pleasant, where 
Tim spent the forma­
tive years of his child­
hood. He was active in 
Boy Scouts of America, 
earning the rank of Ea­
gle Scout, and he was 
hired as a teenager by 

Clarence Tuma to work at the Embers, a local fine 
dining restaurant that began Tim’s life-long-pas- 
sion for hospitality services. Tim graduated from 
Mt. Pleasant High School in 1979, and he earned a 
Bachelor of Science in Hospitality Services at Cen­
tral Michigan University, where he was active in the 
Sigma Chi Fraternity. He graduated from CMU in 
May 1983 and, within a month, married Elizabeth 
Blackburn at St. John’s Episcopal Church m Mt. 
Pleasant. Together, Tim and Elizabeth had three 
children: Ann Marie, Kathleen Rose, and Andrew 
William. As a family, they were long-time members 
of St. John’s Episcopal Church. Tim began his res­
taurant management career working for national 
food retail chains (Bennigan’s Tavern in Chicago 
from 1983-1985; Chi Chi’s Mexican Restaurants 
in Saginaw and Columbus from 1985-1988, and 
the Olive Garden in Columbus from 1988-1996 .
In 1996, Tim and Elizabeth moved the family back 
to Mt. Pleasant, where Tim purchased Max & Em­
ily’s Eatery—a twenty-five table deli that became, 
under Tim’s guidance, a landmark establishment 
in downtown Mt. Pleasant and around the commu­
nity. Through Max & Emily’s, Tim forged and sus­
tained strong partnerships at CMU, especially with 
CMU Athletics and The College of Business Ad- 
ministration, and he served in leadership roles on 
several community boards: Michigan Smart Zone, 
Downtown Development Board, Mt. Pleasant Area 
Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, 
United Way, Local Development Finance Author­
ity, Principal Shopping District Board, and CMU’s 
Presidential Search Committee. Tim’s most signifi­
cant community achievements were philanthropic. 
He provided strong support for especially the Wil­
liam Ellis Brockman Infant Food Pantry, Boy Scout 
Troop 604, the John H. Goodrow Fund, and the 
Wellspring Poetry Series. Additionally, Tim worked 
with Max & Emily’s Manager Christopher Walton, 
to collaborate with CMU, Isabella Bank, and Down­
town Mt. Pleasant to develop and raise funding for 
the Max & Emily’s Summer Concert Series, a free 
outdoor concert showcasing primarily nationally 
recognized, regional, and local artists (many with 
Michigan roots) for a night of music and fellowship. 
Tim’s most recent achievement at Max & Emilys 
was imagining and implementing a program called 
People Helping People, a phrase coined by the late 
Richard Parr. Tim characterized the program as a 
logical response to a pressing social justice need. 
When he realized that the Mt. Pleasant Area Soup 
Kitchen wasn’t open on Sundays, he decided to 
open the doors of Max & Emily’s to Soup Kitchen 
guests and provide each of them with a comple­
mentary meal. It was Tim’s hope that People Help­
ing People would grow and become responsive to 
other basic human needs. Overall, it was Tim s goal 
“to make Mt. Pleasant an even better place to live. 
Tim is the 2017 recipient of the Chamber of Com­
merce Citizen of the Year Award. Above all, Tim was 
dedicated to his wife, children, and their families, 
and they will forever remember him as a steadfast 
and loving husband and father. Tim is survived by 
his wife of thirty-four years, Elizabeth Marie; his 
children, Ann Marie (Tony) Orren, Kathleen (Da­
vid) Hodgkins, and Andrew (Jordan) Brockman; 
his three grandchildren: Ella and Jackson Orren 
and Liam Hodgkins; his mother, Ann Brockman; 
his brothers Michael (Marcy Taylor) Brockman and 
Matthew (Teri) Brockman; his aunt, Mary Ellen 
Bowman; and thirteen nieces and nephews. Tim is 
predeceased by his father Ellis Brockman, his un­
cle William Bowman, and his nephew William El­
lis Brockman. A private memorial service for fam­
ily will take place at St. John’s Episcopal Church. 
A public memorial service will be held at 1PM on 
Monday, March 6, 2017 at the First Presbyterian 
Church, with the Reverend Wayne Nicolson, rec­
tor of St. John’s, and the Reverend Nancy Casey 
Fulton, deacon of St. John’s, officiating. The family 
will receive friends after the service in the church. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made to People Helping People, St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, and Central Michigan University Athletics. 
Envelopes are available at the St. John s Episco­
pal Church, the Presbyterian Church, or Rowley 
Funeral Home. Please share your thoughts and 
memories with the family at the church or through

www.rowleyfuneralhome.com
‘Honoring Traditions, Respecting Change’

In Loving Memory Of

LYLE & JOYCE 
SARGENT

We miss you both so much but we know you are 
happy together & that you are ever near. 

Sadly missed and loved forever,
Your Family


