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Special to The Daily News
 
SIDNEY — Montcalm 

Community College’s Alpha Tau 
Alpha (ATA) Chapter of the Phi 
Theta Kappa (PTK) Honor Society 
inducted 11 new members during a 
formal ceremony March 3 on the 
college’s Sidney campus.

To earn an invitation for mem-
bership in PTK, students must have 
a minimum 3.5 GPA and have com-
pleted at least 12 credit hours at 
MCC.

New members include Andrea 
Gallagher, of Carson City; Kelsey 
Stanley, of Cedar Springs; Chasidy 
Johnson, of Edmore; Amber 
Bartrum and Mackenzie Miller, of 
Gowen; Nikolas Worden, of 
Greenville; Naomi Colburn and 
Vernon Willet, of Howard City; 
Justin Miller, of Ionia; Heather 
Stead, of Ithaca; and Jaclyn Ney, of 
Middleton.

“I love induction ceremonies 

because it allows us to celebrate the 
successes of our newest PTK mem-
bers,” said ATA Co-advisor Jennifer 
VanderSlik, who is a part-time 
English instructor as well as a 
Writing Center consultant at MCC.

“The qualifications for member-
ship are not easy to achieve for any 
student,” she added. “However, stu-
dents at MCC are not just stu-
dents. They are often working part-
time or even full-time jobs, raising 
families and dealing with any num-
ber of other obligations in their 
daily lives in addition to completing 
their coursework. Their ability to 
reach the high level of success that 
is expected for membership in PTK 
while also fulfilling their other com-
mitments is a feat that should be 
applauded.”

ATA also inducted MCC 
President Bob Ferrentino and 
Psychology Instructor and former 
ATA Advisor Jessica Snyder as hon-
orary PTK members.

Honorary members do not meet 
the student membership require-
ments, but they are added to the 
chapter because they show consis-
tent and outstanding support to the 
chapter.

“The officers and I decided that 
we would like to induct them as 
honorary members because of their 
continued support of both ATA and 
PTK,” VanderSlik said. “The best 
part was that it was a complete sur-
prise to both of them until we called 
them up to join the other inductees 
during the ceremony.” 

The inductees join more than 
1,000 ATA members inducted since 
the MCC chapter was chartered in 
1991 and more than three million 
PTK members worldwide.

Contact VanderSlik at jenniferv@
montcalm.edu or Co-Advisor and 
MCC Language Arts Instructor 
Jamie Hopkins atjamieh@mont-
calm.edu for more information 
about the club and its activities.
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Belding approves 
park use agreements 

BELDING — Soccer and 
softball players in participating 
organizations will have use of 
Central Riverside park and 
Demorest Field, respectively. 

During Tuesday evening’s 
regular meeting, the Belding 
City Council approved park use 
agreements with Wounded 
Soldier Foundation and Bay 
Area Soccer Club (BASC) for 
use of the two city parks. 

Mayor Ron Gunderson said 
he hopes the Recreation 
Advisory Board will consider 
imposing fees for use of city 
parks and fields as the city 
“had to do away with quite a 
bit” in the budget. 

Councilman Bruce Meyers, 
who is the council liaison for 
the Recreation Advisory Board, 
said the Wounded Soldier 
Foundation was willing to pay 
for use of Demorest Field but 
the funds generated from the 
softball tournament are going 
to go toward wounded soldiers 
as well as the B Foundation. 

“I’m not in favor of charg-
ing local people, local kids to 
be using the field,” he said. “I 
would rather we find ways to 
pay for that. That’s one way we 
can support them.”

Greenville contracts 
street-sweeping

GREENVILLE — Members 
of the Greenville City Council 
voted unanimously Tuesday 
evening to approve street-
sweeping services for the next 
three years. 

According to Greenville 
Public Services Department 
Director Tom Pollock, National 
Industrial of Dearborn has pro-
vided street-sweeping services 
for the past three years on 
one-year contracts, but in 
negotiating this year, the two 
entities have agreed upon a 
new three-year contract. 

Pollock said National 
Industrial came in as the low-
est bid among three bidders, 
with an annual average rate 
approximately 35 percent 
lower than the competitors. 

According to the contract, 
the city will be charged 
$11,704 in 2017, $11,928 in 
2018 and $12,152 in 2019. 

“They’ve done it the last 
three years and I think they’ve 
done a pretty good job,” 
Pollock said. “They’ve locked 
into to only do a 1.9 percent 
annual increase, which is a 
nice savings for the city.”

2 fishermen dead 
after boat capsizes

KEELER TOWNSHIP — 
Authorities have identified two 
fishermen who died after the 
boat they were riding in cap-
sized in a lake in southwestern 
Michigan.

Michigan State Police say a 
45-year-old man Douglas 
Charles McIntyre of Decatur 
and 64-year-old Robert E. 
Novick of Evergreen Park, 
Illinois, were found in Keeler 
Lake on Saturday evening and 
were pronounced dead at sep-
arate hospitals.

Rescue crews were called to 
the lake in Van Buren County’s 
Keeler Township by a person 
who said his friends were fish-
ing and had yelled for help.

The boat was found by res-
cuers in the southwest corner 
of the lake, about 75 yards 
from shore, and crews found 
the men nearby.

Man apparently 
killed mother, self

COURTLAND TOWNSHIP 
— Authorities say they believe 
a man killed his 59-year-old 
mother at a home between 
Rockford and Greenville before 
killing himself.

The Kent County sheriff’s 
department says the body of 
Gloria Launiere was found 
inside the home in Courtland 
Township on Monday and 
34-year-old David Applegate 
was found critically injured. The 
department says he was taken 
to a hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead.

Sheriff Lawrence Stelma 
says the deaths followed what 
appeared to be a domestic 
incident, but specifics were 
under investigation. The possi-
ble cause of death wasn’t 
immediately released.

Launiere and her husband 
lived with Applegate at the 
home. The department 
responded after a 911 call 
from a family member asking 
authorities to check on them. 
The department says 
Applegate’s stepfather wasn’t 
home when investigators 
arrived.
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Eleven new members were inducted into Montcalm Community College’s Alpha Tau Alpha Chapter of the 
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society during a March 3 ceremony on the college’s Sidney campus. Pictured, in front 
from left, are Naomi Colburn, Amber Bartrum, Mackenzie Miller and Andrea Gallagher; in back, from left, 
are Chasidy Johnson, Justin Miller, Jacklyn Ney, and honorary members Bob Ferrentino and Jessica Snyder.

MCC honor society inducts 11

Bill extends domestic violence protections to pets
BY CAITLIN TAYLOR

Capital News Service

Americans take pride in treating 
their pets like members of the family, 
animal advocate Beatrice Friedlander 
says.

Usually this means lounging on the 
couch with the cat or slipping the dog 
scraps of food from the dinner table. 
But in dysfunctional or violent fami-
lies, Friedlander said, animals that are 
treated like members of the family can 
become victims too.

Between 71 and 83 percent of 
women entering domestic violence 
shelters reported that their partners 
also abused or killed the family pet, 
according to the Humane Society of 
the U.S.

To increase protections for pets in 
abusive homes, Rep. Robert Kosowski, 
D-Westland, introduced an amend-
ment to the state’s domestic violence 
law. The bill would classify harm or 
attempted harm to a household ani-
mal as domestic violence, and it would 
use state funding for further animal 
protections.

Kosowski has already had some 

success in expanding domestic vio-
lence protections to pets. Pets can be 
included in personal protection orders 
in cases of domestic violence, thanks 
to a new law he sponsored last year.

“If you’re threatening your spouse 
or friend with a pet saying you’ll kill it, 
it could be construed as domestic vio-
lence,” Kosowski said. “The biggest 
thing is that domestic violence shelters 
could have animals and get state fund-
ing.”

Domestic violence law states that 
local governments and nonprofit orga-
nizations may receive state funds to 
create or maintain a shelter program 
for victims of domestic violence and 
their children. Kosowski’s bill includes 
housing a victim’s animals as well.

Some of the state’s shelters already 
allow pets. These include the Cadillac 
Area OASIS, Center for Women in 
Transition in Holland, COVE in 
Ludington, Women’s Center Harbour 
House in Marquette, Women’s 
Resource Center of Northern 
Michigan in Petoskey, Diane Peppler 
Resource Center in Sault Ste. Marie 
and Domestic and Sexual Abuse 
Services in Three Rivers.

The proposal would also add vet-
erinary care to a list of services that 
domestic violence shelters should pro-
vide. Currently, shelters must offer at 
least three services from a list that 
includes crisis and support counsel-
ing, emergency health care, child care, 
housing and legal, financial or trans-
portation services.

“We appreciate Kosowski’s efforts,” 
said Friedlander, president of the 
statewide nonprofit group Attorneys 
for Animals. “He contacted our orga-
nization, and he wanted to meet with 
representatives of the organization to 
find out what we thought were the 
gaps in legislation in Michigan.”

Many domestic violence victims 
don’t leave their homes, even if they 
can, because there is no place to take 
their animals, Friedlander said. If an 
animal has been threatened, she said 
many victims will stay in a violent 
relationship because they fear what 
will happen to their pet.

Katy Conklin, executive director of 
Hope Shores Alliance in Alpena, said 
animal violence is a common tactic 
used by abusers to intimidate victims. 
She said she has provided services to 

victims who have said their animal 
was killed by an abuser.

Hope Shores Alliance advocates for 
victims of sexual and domestic vio-
lence. The organization offers an 
emergency shelter, long-term housing, 
24-hour crisis intervention, legal 
advocacy and counseling services. It 
serves Alcona, Alpena, Iosco, 
Montmorency and Presque Isle coun-
ties.

According to Conklin, animal 
intimidation reaches beyond house-
hold pets like cats and dogs. In more 
rural communities, she said it is also 
important to provide protections for 
livestock. She said she is concerned 
about the plausibility of Kosowski’s 
legislation, for many domestic vio-
lence shelters may not be able to sup-
port large farm animals and veteri-
nary care for livestock would be costly.

In the legislative session so far, 
Kosowski said he hasn’t seen many 
hearings for bills introduced by 
Democrats. He remains uncertain if 
his legislation will get a hearing, but 
said he is hopeful because the bill was 
referred to the House Committee on 
Law and Justice.

Fewer state 
parents seek 
vax waivers

BY LAURA BOHANNON
Capital News Service

The percentage of Michigan par-
ents opting out of vaccinating their 
children has continued to drop since 
the state changed its waiver rules, 
Health and Human Services Director 
Nick Lyon said.

“We’ve changed the way the waivers 
worked for parents to basically ask for 
an exemption for vaccinations for 
their children,” he said. “We’ve seen 
those waiver rates drop from 4.6 per-
cent in November 2014 to 2.9 percent 
in 2016.”

Now, Michigan parents must speak 
with a public health provider to obtain 
a nonmedical waiver. In 2015, the year 
the changes were implemented, state-
wide waiver rates dropped to 3.1 per-
cent.

The changes were prompted by the 
large number of Michigan parents 
waiving vaccines for their children. 
Michigan has one of the highest 
immunization waiver rates in the 
country, with some counties reporting 
rates as high as 12.5 percent, according 
to the state Department of Health and 
Human Services (MDHHS).

Parents can opt out of having their 
child vaccinated for medical reasons, 
such as allergies to vaccines. 
Nonmedical reasons include religious 
beliefs or other philosophical or per-
sonal beliefs, according to the National 
Vaccine Information Center.

According to the National 
Conference of State Legislatures, 
Michigan is one of 20 states that allow 
waivers for philosophical reasons. 
High nonmedical waiver rates can 
make communities more susceptible 
to preventable diseases like measles, 
pertussis and chickenpox, according 
to the MDHHS.

“What we’ve seen in some places is 
an increase in preventable children’s 
diseases where the vaccination rates 
were lower than they had been in pre-
vious years,” Lyon said. “And that’s 
something we take very seriously.”

Even though the statewide trend is 
a drop in waiver rates, at least 20 
counties experienced increases from 
2015 to 2016. One of those counties is 
Grand Traverse County, according to 
data from the department.

A whooping cough outbreak 
occurred in the Traverse City area in 
2014, but Michigan continues to see 
ongoing pertussis cases in every coun-
ty, Bob Wheaton, the communica-
tions manager for the MDHHS, said 
by email.

“Higher immunization rates 
could’ve prevented (the outbreak) 
from being as widespread as it was,” 
Lyon said. “I understand that people 
have to make their own decisions 
around healthcare, but when we have 
something that’s very effective in pre-
venting illness and death, that’s some-
thing that we need to be working on 
the provider community and really 
demonstrating the value of vaccina-
tions to parents.”

In 2015, 5.7 percent of Grand 
Traverse County parents requested a 
waiver from vaccinations. Unlike most 
of the state, that percentage increased 
to 6.3 percent in preliminary data for 
2016.

Roseann Davis, a public informa-
tion officer for the Grand Traverse 
County Health Department, said the 
department works to educate people 
looking to obtain a waiver.

“If we get a sign that immunization 
waivers are increasing, we would cer-
tainly, most definitely look at that and 
see what the reasoning might be,” 
Davis said. “We do have a fairly large 
populous in this area though who, you 
know, for their own personal reasons, 
don’t believe in vaccinations.

“Obviously that is something we 
would try to discourage because we 
are a big proponent of vaccinations 
and their benefits.”

Groups suing to block state funds for private schools
BY DAVID EGGERT
Associated Press

DELTA TOWNSHIP — Public 
school advocates said Tuesday that 
they’re going to sue the state of 
Michigan in an effort to stop it from 
spending public money to help private 
schools cover the cost of complying 
with state requirements such as safety 
drills.

The lawsuit, which is to be filed in 
the Court of Claims later Tuesday, will 
challenge $2.5 million in funding that 
was set aside by the Republican-
controlled Legislature and Gov. Rick 
Snyder for the first time in the current 
budget for nonpublic schools.

The Michigan Association of School 
Boards and groups representing school 
districts and administrators said the 
planned spending is illegal because the 
state constitution prohibits spending 
public money on private schools and 
the state Senate fell short of the mini-
mum two-thirds vote that would have 
been needed to allocate the aid for a 
private purpose. They called it a “back-

door voucher.”
Kalamazoo Public Schools 

Superintendent Michael Rice said at a 
news conference near Lansing that 
while $2.5 million in not a large 
amount in the multibillion-dollar 
school aid budget, “It’s not the sum that 
is of question. It’s the principle. You let 
it go this year and it becomes $25 mil-
lion next year. The following year it 
becomes $250 million. This is the cam-
el’s nose under the tent.”

In October, the Michigan Supreme 
Court rejected the Republican gover-
nor’s request for an advisory opinion 
on whether directly sending the money 
on nonpublic schools is constitutional. 
The funds will reimburse private 
schools this summer for the cost of 
meeting requirements such as fire 
drills, bus inspections, immunization 
reporting and background checks.

A 1970 voter-approved amendment 
to Michigan’s constitution prohibits 
spending public money to directly or 
indirectly aid or maintain parochial 
and other private schools being attend-
ed by roughly 100,000 students. Courts 

have interpreted the amendment to bar 
state support for general educational 
programs unless the main effect is to 
further a “substantial” governmental 
purpose.

The Michigan Catholic Conference, 
the church’s policy arm, supports the 
$2.5 million in funding and will push 
for it to be continued in future years, 
said spokesman Dave Maluchnik.

“We believe that the appropriation 
helps to ensure that regardless of where 
a child attends school, they are educated 
in an environment that is both healthy 
and safe. We do not believe that the 
allocation of funds is for educational or 
instructional purposes,” he said.

But Jeff Donahue, a lawyer for the 
organizations suing, said the funding is 
unconstitutional “on its face.” He 
pointed to a form created by the state 
Department of Education that he said 
would allow for reimbursement for 
more than just health- and safety-
related expenses. “It’s clearly stuff 
directly related to education, clearly 
things that are related to teaching,” 
Donahue said.

POLICE REPORTS

BELDING — Police responded to 5 com-
plaints Monday. Incidents included: 

• Malicious destruction of property, 11 a.m., 
Hall. 

• General assist, 12:10 p.m., Ellis. 

GREENVILLE — Police responded to 15 
complaints Monday. Incidents included: 

• Suspicious situation/person/vehicle, 11:26 
a.m., E. Summit. 

• Electrical wiring/equipment problems/other, 
2:11 p.m., W. Washington. 

• Retail fraud third degree, 4:29 p.m., S. 
Greenville West.    

• Outside rubbish, trash or waste fire, 8:05 
p.m., Dick and Johnson.  

STANTON — Montcalm County sheriff’s 
deputies responded to 14 complaints Monday. 
Incidents included:

• Larceny, 6:55 a.m., Carson City. 

STANTON — Montcalm County Central 
Dispatch reported the following fire calls Monday:

• Hazardous materials, 12:12 p.m., Greenville 
Department of Public Safety, E. Montcalm. 

• Power lines down, 2:09 p.m., W. Washington, 
Greenville Department of Public Safety. 

• Personal injury accident, 2:37 p.m., N. 
Wyman and E. Lake Montcalm, Day Township Fire 
Department and Home Township Fire Department. 

• Structure fire, 3:11 p.m., E. Summit, 
Greenville Department of Public Safety.

• Wild fire, 9:05 p.m., S. Lake, Montcalm 
Township Fire Department.


