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WEATHER
Today:

Intervals of 
clouds and 

sun, breezy and 
cooler, high 

of 51 degrees

Tonight:  
Partly cloudy, 

low of 34 
degrees

Saturday:  
Warmer with 
sun and some 
clouds, high 

of 61 degrees

Local athletes 
sign letters of 
intent to play 
college sports,
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Spring pig roast 
dinner in 
Greenville 
April 25,
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FAITH

A SOUND 
24 YEARS 

BY CORY SMITH
Daily News senior staff writer

GREENVILLE — When he earned 
his diploma from Greenville High 
School in 1991, Ryan Olsen recalls 
having just one thing on his mind 
upon graduating. 

With his open house and gradua-
tion money in hand, Olsen made his 
way to the local Radio Shack, ready to 
make an improvement to his car. 

Being a teenager now entering 
adulthood, Olsen wanted to embrace 
his new independence by outfitting 
his vehicle with a new stereo and 
sound system. 

“At the time there was no one that 
did installs locally,” he said. “At my 
age, the freedom of having your own 
car, the freedom of driving, the thing 
that made that better was a (good) 
sound system.”

So Olsen spoke with Radio Shack 
manager Bob Adams, a 1989 
Greenville graduate, and together 
they decided to install a new system 
in Olsen’s car themselves. 

“Bob took my graduation money 
and then installed a ‘pile-of-junk’ 
radio into my car,” said Olsen with a 

laugh. “We eventually built a sound 
system in my car and we hit it off 
working together.”

Inspired by Olsen’s passion for 
audio, Adams looked at the growing 
market of car audio systems as CD 
players became more popular, and 
asked if he’d like to work together in 

a professional capacity.
“Bob saw a need for it, and he 

asked if I wanted to join him. So we 
started it with $1,000, and went from 
there,” Olsen said. 

So in September 1993, the duo 
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Ryan Olsen, left, and Bob Adams, stand at the front desk of their business, Mobile Audio Design, in Greenville, 
on Thursday. They will close their business April 28 after 24 years in the community. 

Mobile Audio Design closing  
after 24 years in Greenville

After 24 years in Greenville, Mobile Audio Design owners Ryan Olsen 
and Bob Adams have announced the business will be closing on April 28. 
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TV PLUS
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BY ELISABETH WALDON
Daily News news editor

STANTON — A state commission 
is in the process of reforming stan-
dards for court-appointed attorneys 
and indigent clients, meaning the 
administrative branches of Ionia and 
Montcalm counties will be taking 
over crucial judicial responsibilities 
in the near future.

The Michigan Indigent Defense 
Commission (MIDC) was created by 
Gov. Rick Snyder and tasked with 
creating and improving standards for 
counties in providing legal defense 
for people who have been charged 
with a crime but are not able to 
afford their own attorney and are 

thus assigned court-appointed attor-
neys.

In 2015, the MIDC proposed four 
standards to address, including train-
ing and education of legal counsel, 
the initial client interview, the use of 
investigation and experts and legal 
counsel during arraignment and 
other critical stages.

After multiple public hearings, the 
MIDC submitted the new standards 
to the Department of Licensing & 
Regulatory Affairs (LARA) this past 
February. LARA is now reviewing the 
standards. Once they are approved 
— likely by the end of April — coun-
ties will be required to submit a plan 

Cadillac vs. Chevy?
Indigent defense standards could level playing 
field for court-appointed attorneys and clients

Looking 
to hire
■ EMS, health 
department have 
both experienced 
recent turnover

BY ELISABETH WALDON
Daily News news editor

STANTON — Montcalm County 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
and the Mid-Michigan District 
Health Department (MMDHD) are 
both looking to hire after some recent 
turnover.

Commissioners on the county’s 
Health & Human Services Committee 
heard updates April 10 from EMS 
Director David Feldpausch about 
why paramedics are in such high 
demand, and from MMDHD Health 
Officer Marcus Cheatham, who 
explained why routine restaurant 
inspections are being eliminated for 
the time being.

EMS TURNOVER
Feldpausch began noticing an 

upswing in the demand for ambu-
lance services last autumn. The trend 
continued through the winter to the 
point where Feldpausch knew EMS 
would struggle to meet response time 
standards.

Two EMS employees recently 
retired with one more planning to 
retire soon, while two full-time para-
medics were recently reduced to 
part-time status at their request to 
meet family obligations and two 
more paramedics are leaving to pur-
sue other careers.

“Turnover is nothing new for us as 
EMS tends to be a stepping stone in a 
career for many employees,” 
Feldpausch told The Daily News. “It 
has been increasingly difficult to 
recruit qualified applicants and we 
have expanded our recruitment tech-
nique statewide and expect that we 
will need to expand them even more 
in their near future. The greatest 
challenge is the lack of programs to 
train new paramedics. With recent 
changes in state requirements to host 
a program, the number of programs 
has declined drastically. It is antici-
pated that Michigan will only pro-
duce around 250 paramedics state-
wide this year.”

The county’s Economic 
Development & Physical Resources 
Committee approved allowing 
Feldpausch to hire up to four full-
time employees. Feldpausch said due 
to high demand nationwide, he will 
get one new paramedic per year, if 
he’s lucky.

“We have basically held our own in 
recruiting for the past several years 
and continue to yet today while many 
services have struggled,” he said. “We 
are at a point where we need to do 
more than hold our own, and expan-
sion will be a challenge not only to 
achieve but to maintain in a fiercely 
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Christopher Dennie from the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission 
updates  Montcalm County commissioners on April 10 about the state 
commission’s work to improve and create standards for counties regard-
ing providing defense for people who have been charged with a crime 
but are not able to afford an attorney.

BY ELISABETH WALDON
Daily News news editor

IONIA — Ionia and Montcalm 
counties currently share two circuit 
court judges, and county officials 
have been in talks regarding possibly 
sharing a building department direc-
tor in the future.

Montcalm County Building 
Department Director Scott Minard 
updated commissioners about the 
idea during an Economic Development 
& Physical Resources Committee 
meeting April 10. He said Ionia 

County officials contacted him last 
summer for his advice on the matter.

“What they would like to do, and I 
pretty much agree with them, they 
would like me to run their depart-
ment also; not combining the two 
departments, but running their 
department also,” he said. “It’s some-
thing that I can think can be quite 
beneficial for us and for them. (Ionia 
County Administrator Stephanie 
Fox) said, ‘All I get is complaints 
about ours (Building Department) 
and praise about yours.’”

Montcalm County Controller-

Administrator Robert Clingenpeel 
said the initial concept would be for 
Ionia County to contract with 
Montcalm County. Minard, who 
plans to retire in about four years, 
would likely make some changes to 
his office if the proposal went 
through. Minard said working in 
conjunction with Ionia County 
would allow him to pay for another 
much-needed building inspector.

However, Fox told The Daily News 
on Wednesday the proposal remains 
very much up in the air.

“This was discussed again last 

week with Montcalm County and at 
this point, we aren’t sure this would 
work,” she said. “Ionia County cur-
rently contracts with Associated 
Government Services and I have dis-
cussed with our Board (of 
Commissioners) that I would like to 
bring a proposal to them to bring this 
service in-house. I’m continuing to 
explore our options for our Building 
Department and possibly bring a 
proposal to the Board very soon.”

ewaldon@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8276

Ionia County considering options for Building Department
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opened Mobile Audio Design, which they 
operated together for more than two decades, 
offering services locally that included car 
stereos, vinyl graphic, mobile video, remote 
car starters, marine radios and navigation 
systems.

But in facing a changing economic cli-
mate, the owners recently reached a decision 
to close their business.

“Everything has changed,” Olsen said.  
“To be in the automotive technology busi-
ness for two decades, we’ve seen a lot of 
change.”

According to Olsen, two contributing fac-
tors led to a downfall in sales throughout 
the past 10 years: The addition of more 
competition from big box stores such as 
Wal-Mart, and the cheaper sales of products 
via the internet. 

“We went from selling 20 radios a week to 
maybe five,” Olsen said. “We went from a 
staff of five employees to just the two of us. 
That worked up until now, but we are kind 
of just burned out.”

The decision to now close their business 
after 24 years in the community did not 
come lightly, but according to Adams, the 
time is right. 

“We were just young men, boys really, that 
had a passion for cars and great sounding 
music,” he said. “As we grew up, so did 
Mobile Audio Design. We added products, 
brands, services, and some really great 
employees over the years. We are proud of 
the young men that started at Mobile Audio 
Design and have gone on to become great 
workers, mentors and fathers themselves.”

Throughout the years, the owners took a 
sense of pride in their business, hanging 
their hat on being Greenville kids who 
found success in their hometown. 

“Ryan and I have taken great pride in our 
community and have always tried to sup-
port area organizations via donations, signs, 
decals or financial support,” Adams said. 
“The relationships we have experienced over 
the years are part of what makes Greenville 
a great place to live and raise our families.”

Adams said throughout the past several 
months they attempted to find a buyer for 

their business, but came up empty, leading 
to the decision to close for good. 

The business at 600 N. Lafayette St., will 
officially close on April 28. 

“We will be closing the doors at Mobile 
Audio Design … and walking through new 
doors into the next chapters of our lives,” 
Adams said. 

In moving forward, Olsen has discovered 
a new passion of offering personal training 
programs, and Adams and his wife Dana 
operate The Barn at Adams Acres as a wed-
ding venue. 

“We cannot convey how much we appre-
ciate all of our loyal customers and we will 
always treasure the friendships we’ve gained 
here,” Adams said. 

In the process of closing the business, 
Olsen took a moment to reflect Wednesday 
as he cleaned out a closet, discovering sev-
eral sweatshirts with the Mobile Audio 
Design logo on them. 

“Now we’re at the end, but I’m not going 
to throw these away,” he said. “I’m proud of 
this. Twenty-four years of business, how 
many people can say they did that?”

csmith@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8277
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TODAY
Norma Arleen Bollinger 

— 11 a.m., Ferris Church of 
Christ, Vestaburg. (Brigham 
Funeral Chapel, Edmore)

Eleanor Porter-Grifhorst 
— 11 a.m., Oakfield Baptist 
Church, Rockford. (Pederson 
Funeral Home, Rockford)

SATURDAY
Mary Lucille “Lucy” 

Burns — 11 a.m., St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church 
vestibule, Hubbardston. (Lux 
and Schnepp Funeral Home, 
Carson City)

Fred M. Clark — 11 a.m., 
Orleans Township Cemetery. 
(Verdun Family Funeral 
Home, Belding)

John Alan Hartley — 11 
a.m., Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville.

Kayla June King — Noon, 
King residence, Riverdale.

Marilyn Terese Totzkay-
Gilman — 10 a.m., Gilman 
residence, Crystal.

Vern E. Nielsen — 11 a.m., 
St. Mary Catholic Church, 
Belding. (Johnson-Feuerstein 
Funeral Home, Belding)

VERN ELLWOOD NIELSEN, 89
BELDING — Vern Ellwood 

Nielsen, 89, of Belding, died 
Wednesday. Mass of Christian 
burial will be 11 a.m. Saturday 
at St. Mary Catholic Church in 
Belding, with Father Jim Wyse 
as Celebrant. Visitation will be 
one hour before the service at 
the church. Committal prayers 
and military will follow at 
Ashley Cemetery in Grattan 
Township. Military honors 
will be given by the joint 
honor guard of the Belding 
American Legion and VFW. 
Arrangements are by Johnson-
Feuerstein Funeral Home, 
Belding. A message of condo-
lence may be left at www.jffh.
com.

Obituary on Page 6

POLICE REPORTS

BELDING — Police responded to 
18 complaints Wednesday. Incidents 
included:

• Civil dispute, 1:15 p.m., Kenwood.

GREENVILLE — Police respond-
ed to 18 complaints Wednesday. 
Incidents included: 

• Sexual contact-fourth degree, 
1:53 p.m., Maplewood.

• Domestic violence, 9:43 p.m., 
Wellington.

• Runaway, 9:31 p.m., S. Lake.

STANTON — Montcalm County 
sheriff’s deputies responded to 18 
complaints Wednesday. Incidents 
included:

• Two car-deer accidents.

• Assault, 2 a.m., W. Park. 
• Be on the lookout, 8:16 a.m., W. 

Carson City and S. Satterlee.
• Public peace, 6:41 p.m., W. 

County Farm. 

STANTON — Montcalm County 
Central Dispatch reported the follow-
ing fire calls Wednesday:

• Miscellaneous, 1:15 p.m., W. 
Howard City Edmore and U.S. 
Highway 131, Howard City Fire 
Department.

• Controlled burn, 6:24 p.m., 
Monroe and Kickland, Montcalm 
Township Fire Department.

• Wildfire, 9:39 p.m., W. Sidney 
and S. Fitzner, Montcalm Township 
Fire Department.

Gasoline 

Survey
$2.58

Average:

Area motorists are paying an 
average of $2.589 per gallon for 
regular unleaded gasoline, accord-
ing to a random Daily News survey 
of 20 area service stations conduct-
ed Thursday.

This is a 13-cent increase from 
the average price of $2.459 last 
week.

Among the area stations sur-
veyed, the highest price was $2.599 
per gallon at 14 area service sta-
tions, while the lowest price was 
$2.499 per gallon at Murphy USA in 
Greenville.

Here is a list of the area gasoline 
prices surveyed:

BELDING

Wesco             $2.539

CARSON CITY

Next Door Food Store             $2.599

CEDAR SPRINGS

Speedway             $2.589

EDMORE

The Depot             $2.549

GOWEN

Gowen General Store            $2.599

GRAND RAPIDS

Meijer (Knapp’s Corner)        $2.599

GREENVILLE

Murphy USA            $2.499
Wesco             $2.599
Meijer             $2.599
EZ Mart             $2.599
Mr. T’s             $2.599
Jorgi’s Market             $2.599

HOWARD CITY

Mobil             $2.599

IONIA

Pilot Travel Center           $2.559

LAKEVIEW

Village Pantry            $2.599

PIERSON

Sunoco             $2.599

SHERIDAN

Shell             $2.599

STANTON

Stanton Mobil Mart            $2.579

TURK LAKE

New Turk Lake Market          $2.599 

VESTABURG

Spot Party Store                   $2.599

The gasoline price survey is con-
ducted at random. It is presented as 
a consumer service in each Friday’s 
edition of The Daily News.

for compliance with the new 
standards, along with a cost 
analysis. These submissions 
must be made to the MIDC 
within six months of the date 
the standards are approved 
by LARA.

Christopher Dennie, a for-
mer Kent County public 
defender who now works as 
one of six regional managers 
for the MIDC, reported on 
the MIDC’s work at a 
Montcalm County’s Law 
Enforcement & Courts 
Committee meeting on April 
10.

Dennie told commission-
ers in theory the new stan-
dards will not cost Montcalm 
County any more than what 
the county is already paying 
for indigent defense, based 
on the county’s local share 
average in the years 2010, 
2011 and 2012.

Dennie said the MIDC 
plans to propose more stan-
dards in the future, regarding 
judges, qualifications and 
review, workload controls for 
prosecutors and attorneys 
and pay for attorneys.

The subject of pay is sure 
to interest local court-
appointed attorneys, who 
earn $55 per hour.

Josh Blanchard, a 
Greenville-based attorney 
based, said $55 per hour may 
sound nice, but he noted that 
rate hasn’t changed since the 
mid-1980s and most attor-
neys have office overhead to 
cover. That hourly rate isn’t 
expected to increase anytime 
soon as it’s a funding issue 
and counties fund court-
appointed attorneys.

Blanchard’s colleague 
Melissa Inchauste does court-
appointed work, but primar-
ily for the experience — it’s 
not a profitable long-term 
practice as Blanchard said his 
law firm effectively subsidizes 
the defense of each indigent 
client Inchauste represents.

“People look at $55 per 
hour and say that’s great, I’d 
love to work for $55 per hour, 
but $55 per hour isn’t what 
an attorney puts in his pock-
et,” Blanchard said. “Nobody 
else is asked to contribute. 
The police officers aren’t 
asked to pay, the prosecutor 

isn’t asked to pay, the judges 
aren’t asked to pay, the court 
clerks aren’t asked to pay. The 
defense attorneys are the only 
ones asked to pay.”

Overall, Blanchard thinks 
the MIDC’s proposed stan-
dards are a worthy cause, 
specifically a requirement for 
making sure court-appointed 
attorneys promptly pay an 
initial visit to their client in 
jail, as well as a requirement 
for an attorney being present 
at a client’s initial arraign-
ment, when bond is typically 
set.

“Imagine if you were sit-
ting in a jail cell without 
being able to contact anyone. 
You’d probably want to talk 
to a lawyer,” Blanchard said. 
“I think it helps to establish a 
working relationship when 
you show up promptly.”

Ionia County’s 64A 
District Court Judge 
Raymond Voet is the chief 
judge for Ionia and Montcalm 
counties. He says the MIDC’s 
proposed standards are long 
overdue.

“The state is woefully 
behind the rest of the coun-
try with the quality of repre-
sentation,” Voet said. “The 
data suggests we’re not doing 
a great job. If a person has 
means and money, they can 
go out and get their own 
attorney, a Cadillac of an 
attorney. These proposed 
standards would mean an 
indigent person could at least 
get a good Chevy of an attor-
ney, a reliable Chevy, some-
thing that’s going to do the 
job and do it right.”

If future, yet-to-be-pro-
posed MIDC standards are 
approved, the administrative 
branches of counties will be 
tasked with taking over 
responsibilities long per-
formed by the judicial 
branches of counties, such as 
a judge using a rotating list to 
assign attorneys to indigent 
cases based on attorney expe-
rience and the seriousness of 
the alleged crime.

Voet noted there are other 
options for these types of 
cases, such as creating an 
Office of the Defender, simi-
lar to Kent County, which has 
its own Office of the 
Defender, a private, non-
profit organization employ-

ing 12 attorneys whose sole 
function is to represent indi-
gent defendants assigned to 
the office by the court.

“The question is: Is it eco-
nomically feasible?” Voet 
asked.

Voet suggested the cre-
ation of an Office of the 
Defender to be shared by 
Ionia and Montcalm coun-
ties, which already share two 
circuit court judges. 
Blanchard voiced his own 
support for this idea.

“It would be nice to see 
funding parity between the 
prosecutor’s office and the 
defense,” Blanchard said. 
“The prosecution’s always 
better funded. They’ve got 
the investigative resources of 
the sheriff ’s department and 
the state police. I think the 
ideal solution would be to 
have an Office of the 
Defender here in Montcalm 
County, to have full-time 
attorneys and all they would 
do is is represent people who 
can’t afford lawyers.

“It’s a problem of funding 
though,” he said. “With a 
broke county, it’s not politi-
cally feasible to say we need 
to give more money to crimi-
nal defense. The question is 
how long do we expect law-
yers to keep paying?”

Ionia County Controller 
Stephanie Fox and Montcalm 
County Controller-
Administrator Robert 
Clingenpeel say it’s too early 
in the process to tell what 
effect the MIDC’s proposed 
standards will have locally.

Visit michiganidc.gov for 
more information about the 
MIDC.

ewaldon@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8276

INDIGENT DEFENSE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

competitive market for para-
medics. While the market for 
paramedics is extremely com-
petitive, it is held in check by 
modest insurance reimburse-
ment rates … so there is very 
little option for significant pay 
increases in the EMS field 
overall. This also makes it dif-
ficult for EMS as an occupa-
tion to compete with many 
other health care careers that 
are able to get much better 
reimbursements.”

MMDHD TURNOVER
The health department, 

which encompasses Clinton, 
Gratiot and Montcalm coun-
ties, recently lost two employ-
ees from its Montcalm 
County sanitation division 
— Elizabeth Kalnins and 
Chloe Morey. 

“They were poached from 
us by the (Michigan) DEQ 
(Depar t ment  o f 
Environmental Quality,” 
Cheatham said. “They both 
said they weren’t considering 
leaving Montcalm County, 
but when they saw the fancy 
offices and the better pay, 
they went.

“This has been a real blow 
to us,” he said. “Basically they 
(the DEQ) cleaned out the 
Montcalm County branch of 
sanitarians.”

The health department on 
Wednesday offered the open 
positions to Paul Klein and 
Cameron Tinwalde and they 

accepted. They will start their 
new jobs on May 15, but will 
require in-depth training.

Morey also worked as the 
health department’s resource 
recovery coordinator, over-
seeing recycling programs for 
Montcalm County. 
Cheatham said Lonnie Smith 
will cover that program until 
a new employee can be 
trained to take over.

In the meantime, the 
health department is elimi-
nating routine restaurant 
inspections as a result of not 
being fully staffed.

“We are interviewing peo-
ple to fill the vacant posi-
tions, but it will take a long 
time to get them trained,” 
Cheatham told The Daily 
News. “We are continuing to 
do plan reviews so new res-
taurants can open or existing 
establishments can modify 
their setups. In the short run, 
we will hire a contractor who 
can help us with restaurant 
inspections, but we will get 
behind schedule, we know 
that.”

Cheatham said health 
department officials plan to 
meet with Michigan 
Department of Agriculture 
officials this week to discuss 
the situation.

“I am fairly confident that 
by the end of the summer we 
will be through this,” he told 
commissioners.

ewaldon@staffordgroup.com  
(616) 548-8276
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File photo

Ryan Olsen, left, and Bob Adams, stand at 
the front desk of their business in a photo 
printed in the Oct. 21, 1993, issue of The 
Daily News, upon the opening of their busi-
ness, Mobile Audio Design, in Greenville.

Briefly
From staff and wire reports

Man’s ticket for 
warming up car upheld

ROSEVILLE — Warming up 
your car in the driveway might 
be a Michigan winter tradition, 
but a judge says it’s not legal 
in a Detroit suburb if no one’s 
behind the wheel.

Nick Taylor challenged a 
$125 ticket in court Thursday 
and lost. His lawyer, Nicholas 
Somberg, says a Roseville ordi-
nance against unattended run-
ning vehicles shouldn’t apply 
to driveways.

But Judge Marco Santia 
says the law is in the public 
interest.

Taylor got attention in 
January when he posted a 
photo of the ticket on 
Facebook. The post was shared 
more than 6,000 times and 
garnered more than 5,000 
comments.

Roseville Police Chief James 
Berlin has defended the ticket. 
He says a thief could have sto-
len Taylor’s car.
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