
Morning Sun - 05/16/2017 Page : A01

Copyright (c)2017 The Morning Sun, a 21st Century Media Property & part of Digital First Media MI -- All rights reserved. Please review new arbitration language here. Edition 05/16/2017
May 16, 2017 9:38 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

GRATIOTCOUNTY

St. Louis
Garden Club
seeking
volunteers
Local News>>A2

WHITEHOUSE

Officials:
Trumpshared
secretswith
Russians
News>>A6

LIONS

Young RBs
have earned
trust of Quinn,
Caldwell
Sports >>B1

Today’sweb bonus >>Go online for the latest news and photos at TheMorningSun.com

Obituaries .......A2 Lottery ............A2 Opinion ............A4 Stocks .............A5 Sports.............. B1 Puzzle..............B4 Comics ............B4INDEX

By LindaGittleman
For the Morning Sun

It’s only just the start of some-
thing she hopes will become much
bigger, said Joanne Hall Scalf of
the Pine River Superfund Volun-
tary Health Map she organized.

But at 7 p.m. Wednesday in St.
Louis City Hall, the preliminary
results of the health map will be
presented to the Pine River Task
Force.

It may at least begin to answer
the questions of how and in what
ways the Velsicol Chemical Co.
and its contaminants may have
adversely affected the health of
the city’s residents.

Dr. John Clements of Central
Michigan University and his stu-
dents will outline the mapping
results of health questionnaires
from about 200 St. Louis resi-
dents and former residents.

Clements is a sociology and en-

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Preliminary
results of
health map to
be presented

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

Ethan Carl, 77, from Harrison,
has been identified as the man
who officials think was killing in-
sects with fire was found dead in
a burning woods.

An out-of-control fire in Frank-
lin Township was reported at ap-
proximately 4:35 p.m. on May 11
to the Clare County Central Dis-
patch.

“The caller advised that they
could see their neighbor lying on
the ground in the fire, but was
unable to get close enough to the
person to check for any injuries,”
said sheriff John Wilson in a re-
lease.

The man was pronounced dead
at the scene by responding depu-
ties and firemen; the exact cause
of death is unknown but is under
investigation.

Funeral arrangements are
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Stacy Todd, Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity of Isabella County, shares plans for a home in Mt. Pleasant currently being
rehabilitated by the nonprofit.

By Lisa Yanick Litwiller
llitwiller@michigannewspapers.com

@yanicklitwiller on Twitter

In the same spirit of “up-cy-
cling” that surrounds its Re-
store — a resale shop geared
toward home improvement
projects — Habitat for Hu-
manity of Isabella County is
rehabilitating a home instead
of building one this year.

It’s the first rehab project
for the non-profit in Isabella
County, though other chapters
have done the same; in the
past, HFHIC has built homes
from the ground up.

“My dream is to get to a
point where we rehab one
home and build another each
year,” Said Stacy Todd, Execu-
tive Director for HFHIC. “For
now, we’re getting back into it
with a rehab.”

The house, located at the

corner of Bellows and Eliza-
beth in Mt. Pleasant is a three-
bedroom, one-bath ranch that
is on its way to being family-
ready.

Renovations include updat-
ing to energy-efficient appli-
ances, remodeling the kitchen
and widening the space to
create a dining area, as well
as upgrading electrical to a
breaker system and renovat-
ing the bathroom, Todd said.

Additionally, the house is
getting a brand new roof, a
process that began last week-
end and is set to be completed
this weekend, Todd said.

Volunteer opportunities
abound with the project; so
far donations of time and tal-
ent have come from Voltz Elec-
tric, Scott Brown Construc-
tion, DeWitt Lumber, Abso-
lute Granite, Benjamin Clark

ISABELLACOUNTY

HABITAT ‘REHABBING’
MT. PLEASANT HOME

By Lisa Yanick Litwiller
llitwiller@michigannewspapers.com
@yanicklitwiller on Twitter

In handing 22-year-old Sarah
Mora a life sentence Monday for
a second-degree murder in the
death of her fiance last summer,
Gratiot County Circuit Court
Judge Randy Tahvonen did not
mince words.

Mora’s attorney Richard Gay
noted that she hasn’t changed her
explanation for stabbing Thomas
Daniel-Richard Mendoza in the
neck — Mora has said she wanted
to ease her long-time boyfriend’s
pain and reunite him with his
mother — since her first police
interview last year.

Originally charged with pre-
meditated murder, Mora pleaded

guilty last month to second-de-
gree murder after two mental
evaluations found
her competent to
stand trial.

Her unwaver-
ing motive and the
months of plan-
ning she admit-
ted to before actu-
ally killing Men-
doza in their Alma
home were stick-
ing points for Tahvonen, who ad-
dressed Mora before a crowded
courtroom.

“It’s the most self-centered,
arrogant decision on your part
that... I’ve ever seen in almost 40
years on the bench,” Tahvonen
said. “You made a decision that
he was in pain and that he was
better off.”

There is no indication however,
that Mendoza ever consented or
requested that Mora take matters
into her own hands and end his
life, Tahvonen said.

“You made a decision for him,
you executed it,” Tahvonen said.
“This was clearly a murder... that
involved selecting a weapon, se-

lecting the manner, method and
time.”

Before being sentenced Mora
read a brief letter of apology to
the court.

“I want to express my sincere
and grotesquely inadequate apol-
ogy,” Mora said. “I am not without
remorse... there’s comfort in the
fact his family gets justice today.”

At her plea hearing, Mora told
Tahvonen that she and Mendoza
were engaged to be married and
had no relationship issues, said
Gratiot County Prosecutor Kush-

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Mora gets life for second-degreemurder

Mora

MORA>>PAGE2

Victim, 77, may have been
using fire to kill insects

BLAZE>>PAGE2

RESULTS>>PAGE2

Todd describes planned renovations at a rehab project home that will
eventually house a family in need.HABITAT>>PAGE2

T‑SHOWER
High: Low:84 66 >> PAGE A6

Woman claims she was easing fiance’s
pain, reuniting him with his mother

» themorningsun.comTuesday,May 16, 2017 $1.00 FACEBOOK.COM/MPMORNINGSUN TWITTER.COM/MPMORNINGSUN



Morning Sun - 05/16/2017 Page : A02

Copyright (c)2017 The Morning Sun, a 21st Century Media Property & part of Digital First Media MI -- All rights reserved. Please review new arbitration language here. Edition 05/16/2017
May 16, 2017 9:39 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

2 I ^OBITUARIES I MORNING SUN TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2017

r "T t y

A Tribute to Life.

ROUTHEAUX, DAVID ALLEN
Age 63; of Shepherd, 
MI; passed away on 
Sun., May 14, 2017 at 
Mid-Michigan Health in 
Midland, MI. Visitation 
for Dave will be held 
at the Dewey Funeral 
Home in Alma, MI on 
Tues. May 16 from 6 to 
8 p.m. His Funeral Ser
vice will be held at 11 
a.m on Wed., May 17. 
Pastor Wally Hostet- 
ter of the Mt. Pleasant 
Community Church 
will officiate. Burial will 
take place in Chapel 

Gardens, Elwell. Dave was born in Dowagiac, MI to 
Donald and Veda (Wilcox) Routheaux on Aug. 10, 
1953. He was married to Kathy Wert Routheaux, 
who survives him. Dave was a truck driver for 
Builders Redi-Mix. He loved spending time with his 
family and friends who meant a lot to him. He liked 
hunting, fishing and camping and especially bear 
hunting with his cousin, Kenny. Surviving Dave 
are his wife of 27 years, Kathy; his children, Dana 
(Scott Abbott) Routheaux of Shallotte, NC; Stacy 
Rose of Mt. Pleasant, MI; Jodie Hacker of Midland, 
MI; six grandchildren; his brother, Douglas (Kath
erine) Routheaux of Mt. Pleasant, MI; his sister, 
Donna (Dean) Miller of Weidman, MI; and his sis
ter-in-law and brother-in-law, Diane and Ron Most 
of Riverdale, MI. Preceding David in death were his 
parents; and his son, Kipp Routheaux. The fam
ily is being served by the Dewey Funeral Home of 
Alma.

ISABELLA COUNTY DEATHS
Death certificates filed in 

Isabella County:

■ Louise May Marcus, 87, 
Mt. Pleasant, died April 16.

■ Evelyn Judy Cunning
ham, 70, Mt. Pleasant, died 
April 13.

■ Donna Eileen Boge, 85, 
Nottawa Township, died 
April 19.

■ RowenaJane ALlen, 85, 
Sherman Township, died 
April 16.

■ Rex Wayne Puffer, 63, 
Wexford County, died April 
19.

■ Gary Stephen Schum
acher, 73, Nottawa Town
ship, died April 10.

■ Evelyn Jean Courtright, 
87, Mecosta County, died

April 20.
■ Richard Mazur, 77, Mt. 

Pleasant, died April 22.
■ Sharron A. Riley, 80, 

Gratiot County, died April
14.

■ Jacqueline Kay Davis, 
51, Union Township, died 
April 24.

■ Florence Louise Mas- 
terson, 91, Mecosta County, 
died April 22.

■ Colleen Sue Six, 65, Gra
tiot County, died April 26.

■ Mary Ann Zyskowski, 
71, Union Township, died 
April 26.

■ Carol A. Trzeciak, 62, 
Shepherd, died April 24.

■ Cora Evelyn Enman, 
76, Mt. Pleasant, died April 
26.

Blaze
FROM PAGE 1

pending as of Monday, ac
cording to Stocking Fu
neral Home in Harrison.

Work was done quickly 
by the Harrison Fire De-

partment and Department 
of Natural Resources Fire 
Division to contain the fire 
and extinguish it; the fire 
reportedly consumed ap
proximately 0.6 acres prior 
to being extinguished.

Also on the scene was 
Mobile Medical Response 
ambulance service.

Results
FROM PAGE 1

vironmental scientist who 
is working on community 
based health and outcomes 
research design methodol
ogy.

Also in attendance will 
be Dr. Tom Corbett, one 
of the early whistle blow
ers of the PBB disaster who 
helped Scalf with the proj
ect’s beginnings.

Clements and Corbett, 
who is doing his own and 
different research project, 
will answer questions, Scalf 
said.

Scalf, who now lives in 
Texas, will be in St. Louis 
for the meeting and she

may also answer questions.
She said she hopes the 

project — which will be a 
map outlining specific ill
nesses at specific locations 
within the city — will be 
picked up and expanded 
upon by other health and 
environmental agencies.

And she’s hoping to make 
this an annual event.

She noted that for 40 
years St. Louis residents 
have not had answers to 
their health concerns.

“And that’s what we’re af
ter,” she said.

She will also be selling- 
tee shirts as part of a fun
draising effort to help Em
ory University in its stud
ies, which has focused on 
the statewide health impact 
of the PBB disaster.

Habitat
FROM PAGE 1

of Clark Funeral Home 
and Chemical Bank, Todd 
said.

She is seeking ex
perts in dry-walling, 
roofing, plumbing, carpen
try and general contract
ing.

Additionally, the proj
ect offers opportunities 
for general volunteers to 
build, donate material or 
bring refreshments, with 
volunteer times scheduled 
May 20, June 3,10 and July
15.

On June 7, HFHIC is 
hosting a “Woman’s Build 
Day,” with shifts from 9 
a.m. until noon and from 
noon until 5 p.m.

Spots are limited for 
the woman’s building day 
and anyone interested 
should call Todd at 989- 
317-4650.

The house still needs is

a family to call it home; 
the HFHIC board is seek
ing applications and are 
hoping to find the right 
fit by September. Qual
ifying potential home
owners through Habitat 
should live or work in Is
abella County for at least 
six months, demonstrate a 
need for housing, meet in
come guidelines, demon
strate the ability to main
tain mortgage payments 
and home insurance and 
be willing to put 250 hours 
of “sweat equity,” into con
struction.

Even if they’re not se
lected, families who ap
ply will receive finan
cial coaching and will be 
in a pool of applicants 
for future homes, Todd 
said.

“The program helps get 
people ready for home 
ownership, it’s extremely 
helpful,” Todd said.

Those interested can 
apply at http://hfh-mi-isa- 
bella.huterra.org.

MID-MICHIGAN

Police credit Narcan for saving 
lives in Clare, Mt. Pleasant
By Susan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com 
@sfield_msun on Twitter

Police in Clare and Isa
bella counties are credit
ing an overdose reversal 
drug for saving the lives 
of three men during the 
past week.

In the latest case, offi
cers from the Clare Police 
Department were called to 
a home in the 300 block 
of East Fifth Street at 
roughly 8 p.m. Saturday 
to investigate an appar
ent double overdose, Chief 
Brian Gregory said.

Two men in their late 
20s were unresponsive and 
in “grave danger,” accord
ing to Gregory.

Officers immediately ad
ministered Narcan, a drug- 
used to reverse the effects 
of heroin, and both men 
were revived.

Mobile Medical Re
sponse paramedics as
sisted at the scene be
fore taking both men to 
the MidMichigan Medical 
Center-Clare emergency 
department.

A narcotics investiga
tion against the two men 
is ongoing, Gregory said.

Clare Police officers 
have been carrying Nar
can, the brand name for 
the generic Naloxone, for 
several months.

Gregory said Saturday 
was the first time a single 
officer had to administer 
the drug to two people at 
the same time.

Earlier in the week, a 
34-year-old Mt. Pleasant 
man is believed to have 
overdosed.

Officers were called to 
the 1150 block of Appian 
Way for a possible over
dose on Wednesday, Mt.

Pleasant Police Public 
Information Officer Jeff 
Browne said.

Mt. Pleasant firefighters 
were on the scene provid
ing CPR and using Narcan.

A witness said she 
looked over at the victim 
and saw him turn blue and 
then screamed, Browne 
said.

A relative of the victim 
began CPR before medical 
help arrived.

All of the witnesses said 
they did not see the man 
using drugs, according to 
Browne.

Medical staff notices 
some possible track marks 
on the victim’s arm.

Narcan “seemed to re
verse the effects of what
ever issue the victim had,” 
Browne said.

An investigation is open 
pending further follow up 
and lab results.

GRATIOT COUNTY

St. Louis Garden Club seeking 
volunteers for flower maintenance

The St. Louis Garden 
Club hosts its annual 
flower planting event this 
at 10 a.m. Saturday at the 
city’s public works depart
ment at 320 E. Prospect St.

According to Garden 
Club member Mary Reed, 
there are enough people 
available to do the plant
ing but there is a need for 
volunteers to maintain 
the plants throughout the 
summer, specifically help
ing with weeding of flower 
beds.

“We don’t need very 
much help during the 
summer but anything any
one can give us would be 
helpful,” Reed said.

The maintenance work 
is done about three or 
four times throughout 
the summer, while fall 
cleanup is done in late Oc
tober.

More information about 
maintenance help will be 
available on the city’s web
site and on its Facebook 
page.

Please call Mary Reed

COURTESY PHOTO

The St. Louis Garden Club hosts its annual flower planting 
at 10a.m. this Saturday at the St. Louis Department of 
Public Works.

at (989) 681-3463 or e- planter.
mail maryreedlll@gmail. ----------------------------------------
com to volunteer, ask — Sean Bradley, 
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CORRECTION
A May 12, 2017 story 

on a talk at the Alma 
Public Library should 
have said the reserva
tion was made for the 
Natural Family Foun
dation, not for the Gra
tiot County Republican 
Party.

Local briefs
MT. PLEASANT

CMDHD holding 
meeting today

The Central Michigan 
District Health Department 
will meet today to vote to 
approve an Isabella County 
ordinance requiring an in
spection of septic and well 
systems prior to the trans
fer of property.

The meeting is set for 1 
p.m. in room 225 in the Isa
bella County building at 200 
N. Main St. in Mt. Pleasant.

The proposed regulation 
has not been passed by the 
county commission but, if 
passed, would be an inspec
tion process administered 
by the health department.

CMDHD health officer 
Steve Hall said Michigan 
has 1.2 million on-site sew
age disposal systems and

the state Department of 
Environmental Quality es
timates that 10 percent of 
those would be failed sys
tems.

“A lot of the data of coun
ties that have Time of Trans
fer programs they see up
wards of 30 percent failure 
at the time of transfer when 
they’re evaluated,” Hall said.

— Sean Bradley,
Morning Sun

CLARE COUNTY

Volunteer drivers 
needed for 
area veterans

Clare County Veterans 
Affairs is in dire need of 
volunteer drivers.

Drivers are needed in the 
Clare County area for the 
Disabled American Veter

ans transportation vehi
cle that traves to VA med
ical centers in Ann Arbor, 
Saginaw and Detroit, Vet
erans Affairs Director Re
nee Haley said.

Anyone with a valid driv
er’s license who can pass a 
physical and would like 
to help veterans is asked 
to call Haley at (989) 539- 
3273. Haley said the need 
is critical and that even 
volunteering one day a 
month would help area vet
erans.

— Morning Sun 
staff report

ISABELLA COUNTY

Victim mum after 
being thrown 
through window

A 23-year-old Mt. Pleas

ant man who told medi
cal staff at a Mt. Pleasant 
emergency room he’d been 
thrown through a window 
refused to speak or coop
erate with police.

Isabella County Sher
iff’s deputies went to 
the emergency room at 
roughly 4:20 am. Friday 
to talk to the man after 
it was determined that 
he was involved in a fight 
and was thrown through a 
window at a home in the 
3000 block of East Deer
field Road in Union Town
ship.

The man’s leg was 
cut, and since he would 
not talk to deputies or 
cooperate, the case was 
closed.

— Morning Sun 
staff report

Mora
FROM PAGE 1

ion.
Mora told the court 

she took a knife from the 
kitchen and stabbed Men
doza in the neck as he was 
sleeping because he had 
been in physical pain.

Although Mora told 
the court that while Men
doza did not asked to be 
killed, she believed she 
was helping her fiance 
and that in death he would 
be reunited with his 
mother.

“Quite frankly I can’t 
explain that which is un
explainable,” Kushion said 
Monday. “I hope she does 
feel remorse; until today it 
was not my understanding 
that she did.”

After Mora stabbed 
Mendoza in July, Family 
members and roommates 
rushed him into a pick-up 
truck and attempted to

transport him as he bled, 
stopping in a parking lot 
where emergency workers 
met them and tried to save 
the man, according to po
lice.

He was transported to 
Mid Michigan Medical 
Center Gratiot, where he 
was pronounced dead.

Kushion told the court 
Monday that Mendoza’s 
death caused lasting dam
age to his family, and that 
one sister was hospitalized 
for a month because of the 
trauma.

“If (Mora’s) goal was to 
hurt the Mendoza siblings, 
then she succeeded,” Kush
ion said.

Tahvonen sentenced 
Mora to life in prison with 
credit for 310 days served, 
and reserved a decision 
on restitution for a later 
date.

Before dismissing the 
case, Tahvonen addressed 
family, friends and others 
in the courtroom.

“I”m sorry so many of

you needed to be here for 
a matter like this,” he said.

Mendoza was remem
bered last year as a self
less, caring man who 
would do anything needed 
to provide for his family as 
loved ones expressed 
shock and sadness after 
his murder.
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