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ByLindaGittleman
For the Morning Sun

Preliminary results on the St.
Louis voluntary health study are
in and they aren’t bad.

St. Louis residents do have
health problems but so far the
study shows little difference from
nearly any other community.

Available health statistics don’t
single out a particular city in Gra-
tiot County, said Central Michigan
University Assistant Professor Dr.
John Clements, who, along with
his medical students, provided an
analysis of the submitted forms.

“And, there’s not much differ-
ence between Gratiot and other
counties,” he said.

That said, this study hasn’t
ended. It’s likely only the begin-
ning.

For his part, Clements would
like to have a lot more forms com-
pleted in order to get a more ac-
curate portrait of the city’s health
problems, some of which could
have been caused by the Velsi-
col Chemical Co. and its contam-
inants.

Despite the fact that more than

ST. LOUIS

Thyroid problems
top the list of
health issues, but
no red flags yet

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

A former Clare County court
employee will spend 90 days in
jail as mandated by her sentenc-
ing Wednesday by presiding judge
Mark Wickens in the 55th Circuit
Court for her arrest on charges of
fleeing police and drunk driving.

Former Clare County probate
court juvenile reg-
ister Steffi Bras-
ington, 55, of Far-
well, was arrested
on March 12 for
drunk driving and
running from po-
lice. She faced up
to two years in
prison plus one
year in jail for the
charge of operat-
ing while intoxicated second of-
fense.

According to a circuit court
official, she was also given a de-
layed sentence for a probationary
period of one year for the fleeing

CLARECOUNTY

Former court
employee
sentenced to
90 days in jail

SUSAN FIELD — MORNING SUN

Allison Boyd, a student at Clare Middle School, correctly spells the word ‘migraine’ to win this year’s WCFX-Morning Sun Spelling Bee at
the Broadway Theatre in Mt. Pleasant on Wednesday.

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

After 16 spelling rounds and three spell-
offs, a Clare Middle School student took first
place Wednesday night in the 2017 WCFX
Morning Sun Spelling Bee.

Allison Boyd took both the first place
trophy and the traveling trophy after cor-
rectly spelling “migraine” when only she
and home-schooled challenger Calvin Keyes
were left in the competition.

Held at the Broadway Theatre in down-
town Mt. Pleasant, the competition pitted
students from schools in the Clare-Gladwin
and Isabella-Gratiot regional education ser-
vice districts, and the Mt Pleasant Home Ed-
ucation Association.

Calvin, who has competed in the spell-
ing bee in previous years; and Allison were
neck in neck almost to the end, with both
spelling correctly words including badger,
zealous, montage, marathon, billiards and
collude.

A few words the two missed included per-
sonnel, udon and pomposity.

Calvin and Allison weren’t the only ones
involved in a spell-off.

Blessing Abdullahi, a student at Renais-
sance Public School Academy in Mt. Pleas-
ant, and Mikehlah Gimmey, a student at
Shepherd Middle School, squared off for
third place, with Mikehlah taking the third
place trophy.

During the competition, words given to
participants by Lisa Yanick-Litwiller of the
Morning Sun and WCFX included trellis,
hoity-toity, parable, swollen, whiff, phras-
ing, macaw, cyberspace, entertain, banquet,
modular and frequency.

In all, participants spelled more than
150 words as judges Dr. Kathy Peasley of
Gratiot-Isabella RESD, Deborah Snyder of

Clare-Gladwin RESD and Keri Retzloff of
Clare-Gladwin RESD gave the thumbs up
of thumbs down, depending on whether the
students spelled the words correctly.

In addition to Allison, Calvin, Mikehlah
and Blessing, students participating in the
spelling bee and alternates were Lydea
Ergen and Evan Litwiller of Ashley Mid-
dle School; Olivia Wood and Grant Hall of
Beal City Middle School; Lauren Gulley and
Hunter Gillespie of Breckenridge Middle
School; Cole Tilton and Tyler Bush of Ithaca
North Elementary; Elizabeth Ratkos of the
Mt. Pleasant Home Education Association;
Sierra Doss and David Jensen of West Inter-
mediate in Mt. Pleasant; Eleanor Moreno of
Renaissance Public School Academy; Kelsey
McDonald and Brooklyn Chomachai of Sa-
cred Heart Academy; Cece Faber and Saw-
yer Scully of St. Joseph the Worker in Beal
City; and Evalyn Davis of Shepherd Mid-
dle School.

Simply Engraving donated the traveling
trophy, which will go to Clare Middle School
until next year’s spelling bee.

MT. PLEASANT

CLARE STUDENT WINS
2017 SPELLING BEE

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

Reports of bullying at Alma
High School caused April Buck-
ner to pull her daughter TiAmy
Bucker — who has reported being
bullied herself — from Alma Pub-
lic Schools all together.

Several posts on social media
about bullying incidents at AHS
inspired a protest about the issue
Thursday in front of the school,
where signs were held and slogans
were chanted.

TiAmy was suspended by the

school for two days, according to
April, because of what the district
called a “threatening message” to
the girl who bullied her.

Bullying has had a big impact
on 14-year-old Brendan Bunting, a
freshman at the school; two weeks
ago he attempted to take his own
life by hanging himself.

He recalled how he thought
things would be different after
transferring to Alma High School
last year after he was bullied at
his former school due to his sex-
ual orientation.

“I’d gotten here thinking every-
thing would be fine, only to find

out the bullying was going to con-
tinue and was going to get worse,”
Bunting said.

Chassidy Reynolds, a 10th
grader at AHS, walked out of
school Thursday to protest the
bullying.

“I walked out today because
not only me, but many of my fel-
low students, have been harassed,”
Reynold said.

She added that when she and
others would go to the school’s
administration or counselors,
she said she’s been told “to just
get over it,” particularly by coun-

ALMA

High school studentswalk out in bullying protest
A protester holds
up a sign that
says “bullying
victims are
punished here!!”
on Thursday
outside Alma High
School. Some
students walked
out of school to
protest bullying
and many of their
parents joined
them.
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selors.
Interim Alma Pub-

lic School superintendent
Donalynn Ingersoll said a
decision about how to deal
with the students at AHS
who walked out will be
made by principal Tom To-
rok and assistant principal
Dan Falor.

Ingersoll would not speak
to any specific student is-
sues regarding bullying be-
cause of confidentiality.

“All instances of bully-
ing that are observed or re-
ported are investigated,”
said Ingersoll, who added
this is true for the kinder-
garten students all the way
to high school seniors. “It
is an issue we have a policy
about, expectations for and
procedures for handling it
that are defined as bully-
ing.”

The district has a bully-
ing policy, which the super-

intendent is responsible for.
Incidents of bullying are to
be reported to the Depart-
ment of Education on an an-
nual basis.

“Bullying” is defined by
the district policy as any
written, verbal, or physical
acts, including cyber bul-
lying (i.e. any electronic
communication, includ-
ing, but not limited to elec-
tronically transmitted acts,
such as internet, telephone
or cell phone, personal dig-
ital assistant (PDA), or wire-
less hand held device) that,
without regard to its sub-
ject matter or motivating
animus, is intended or that
a reasonable person would
know is likely to harm one
or more students either di-
rectly or indirectly.

Examples of “bullying”
include physical, verbal, psy-
chological, or a combination
of all three, such as hitting,
kicking taking and/or dam-
aging personal belongings,
blocking or impeding stu-
dent movement; taunting,
malicious teasing, insult-

ing, name calling, making
threats; and spreading ru-
mors and manipulating so-
cial relationships.

Ingersoll said she spoke
to parents participating in
the protest and asked them
to sit down with her to talk
about the bullying issue; she
said none of them agreed to
talk to her.

Fawn Thompson is one of

those parents; she considers
Ingersoll a bully herself.

She pointed to an inci-
dent eight years ago when
Thompson said Ingersoll,
principal at Luce Road Ele-
mentary School at the time,
told her that her daughter
“had nothing wrong with
her,” but was a “very ma-
nipulative, ignorant little
girl who wants to be above

authority.”
Thompson later pulled

her daughter — who was
later diagnosed with au-
tism, social/emotional anx-
iety and mutism — from the
school and home-schooled
her until she put her daugh-
ter back in the Alma Public
Schools system later on.

“I think they (the stu-

dents) need someone to go to
that kids can trust to go to
about the bullying,” Thomp-
son said. “I don’t think they
take the bullying seriously.
They always say they care
about bullying but I hon-
estly don’t think they do.”

Ingersoll said all staff in
the district are required to
do an annual online bully-
ing workshop which identi-
fies bullying behaviors and
reporting, and school suc-
cess mentors are in each
building to help the stu-
dents make relationship
connections as well.

At the elementary level,
the district has friendship
and social skills groups,
classroom lessons about
tolerance and conflict res-
olution and assemblies on
bullying and conflict reso-
lution.

“We are very much about
supporting the culture of
peaceful conflict resolu-
tion,” Ingersoll said. “There
is always more that can be
done.”

Protest
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200 current and former St.
Louis residents completed
the forms — more than ex-
pected — it very simply
wasn’t enough.

In the forms completed
however, people told of their
own health issues as well as
reported on others. And that
can be problematic, Clem-
ents said. Medical records,
along with other data would
be needed to back up those
claims.

Even so, here’s what Cle-
ments learned:

• The health problems
most reported were thyroid
cancer and thyroid disease.
That numbered 17.

• Second were uterine
and ovarian cancers along
with miscarriages.

• Third were cases of
breast cancer and that was
followed by leukemia.

The rest were, in large
part, various other forms
of cancers and they were in
single digits. Birth defects
and other reproductive is-
sues were also listed in sin-
gle digits

Although 17 sounds like
a large number of thyroid
problems for a city of about
4,500 people (not including
the prisons) it is, in fact av-
erage, Clements said.

Out of a population of
100,000, 14 cases of thyroid

problems is normal.
Although St. Louis’s pop-

ulation is far lower, that 14
average is counted per year,
while the St. Louis number
spans a 20 year period, he
said.

Clements said by way of
example, that if perhaps 50
thyroid cases were reported,
that would send up a red
flag, indicating a more ob-
vious and serious problem.

He pointed out that the
completed forms cited
nearly every street in St.
Louis.

He also said it was impor-
tant to note that only two or

three people reported no ill-
nesses.

Clements had explained
that a number less than five
people with certain illnesses
cannot be reported with the
street location as it might in-
dicate who those individuals
are, denying their privacy.

Because so little data is
available, Clements said he
very much wants to con-
tinue the study. And he said
he believes that intergener-
ational issues that could in-
clude birth defects and mis-
carriages may prove to be
the more significant path to
study.

Ideally, he would like to
have people who have no
health problems complete
the forms as well.

“That gives us something
to compare it to,” he said.

After his presentation,
Joanne Hall Scalf who be-
gan the volunteer health
study, noted how St. Louis
residents and former resi-
dents are more than willing
to participate since they def-
initely want answers to their
health concerns.

Forms are available at the
St. Louis library, she said,
adding that she hopes more
people will participate.

Pine River Task Force
Secretary Jane Keon agreed
that more studies are needed
and noted how information
not gathered but known
anecdotally can neverthe-
less, provide an impact lo-
cally.

She cited a street near
the Velsicol plant site on
which five people died of
brain cancer over a period of
years and therefore couldn’t
complete the forms for this
study.

Meanwhile, a separate
health study on the effects
of PBB conducted by Emory
University will continue as
more money is raised.

As part of that fund-
raising effort, Hall has de-
signed a T-shirt that is now
available by contacting her
at pineriversvhm@alt.net.
Cost is $20
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Age 80, of Mt. Pleasant
passed away Wednes-
day, May 17, 2017, at
the Isabella County
Medical Care Facility.
Her funeral will be held
at 11:30 a.m. Monday,
May 22, at Charles R.
Lux Family Funeral
Home with Deacon
/+..' &),,#+" !($-%+*-
ing. The family will re-
ceive friends at the fu-
neral home on Monday
from 10 a.m. until the
service begins. A lun-
cheon will follow at the

funeral home with burial concluding in St. Joseph
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to
the wishes of the family. Envelopes are available
at the funeral home. Eileen was born February 22,
1937, in Mt. Pleasant, daughter of the late Arthur
and Gretchen (Smith) David. Her marriage to Henry
‘Junior’ Burggraf produced two children, Beth and
Tim. She later married Robert Sharp on Febru-
ary 16, 1979 in Mt. Pleasant. She was a daycare
provider for over 20 years and also volunteered as
a foster grandparent for eight years. She was an
active member of the Eagles Club and she enjoyed
boating, camping, and reading. Eileen is survived
by her daughter, Beth Burggraf (Steve Wilson) of
Mt. Pleasant; daughter-in-law, Shelly Burggraf of
Shepherd; six grandchildren, Shawn (Danielle) Mc-
Bride, Stacy (Aaron) Jones, Nathan Darnell, Timo-
thy (Melissa) Burggraf, Adam (Shanna) Burggraf,
and Amanda Burggraf; nine great-grandchildren;
and brother, Clarence (Faye) David of Williamston.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Arthur
and Gretchen David; husband, Robert Sharp in
2012; son, Timothy Burggraf in 2012; and brother,
Ronald David in 2011. To leave a condolence for
the family or to sign the online guest book please
visit

www.charlesrlux.com

SHARP (DAVID), EILEEN L.

MURGITTROYD, JACK BURTON
Age 86 of Ithaca, MI passed away Thursday, May
18, 2017. The family is being served by Smith
Family Funeral Homes, Ithaca, MI.

A Tribute to Life.
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from police charge.
For the operating while

intoxicated charge, she
was given the jail sentence
as well as being allowed to
enroll in a treatment pro-
gram. If she is successful
in her treatment program,
she will not have to go back
to jail.

Additionally, she was
given a 90-day vehicle im-
mobilization where she can-
not drive her vehicle, and

licensing sanction as well
that are handled by the Sec-
retary of State and were not
known by the court.

She was also ordered
to pay $1,543 in fines and
costs.

Brasington pleaded
guilty to the charges dur-
ing her re-arraignment on
April 24.

Judge Mark Wickens
presided over the case be-
cause 55th Circuit Court
judge Roy Mienk disqual-
ified himself on March 27
from the case due to know-
ing Brasington.

Brasington resigned

from her position on April
25 and according to Clare
County probate court ad-
ministrator Karen Moore, a
deputy clerk was promoted
to probate court juvenile
register to cover Brasing-
ton’s position.

This drunk driving ar-
rest was not her first.

On Sept. 4, 2015, she was
arrested by Clare County
Sheriff ’s Deputies on a
charge of operating a ve-
hicle while intoxicated, ac-
cording to staff in the 80th
District Court of Gladwin
County.

She was booked in the

Gladwin County Jail on
Sept. 5 of that year and held
to be transferred to Clare
County.

On Sept, 14 of that year,
Brasington later pled guilty
in the 80th District Court
of Clare County to a lesser
charge of impaired driving.

She was sentenced to pay
$1,015 in fines and costs and
serve three months proba-
tion. Additionally, she was
sentenced to 93 days in jail
but was given credit for the
two days she spent in the
Gladwin County Jail and
the other 91 days were sus-
pended.

Jail
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Protesters stand outside Alma High School to stop bullying at the school. Many students
walked out of school to protest.

By Susan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

Three Clare County res-
idents are behind bars af-
ter being charged Wednes-
day with several felonies
related to weapons and
methamphetamine.

Magistrate Steven Wor-
pell arraigned David
Prenger, Dennis Darnell
and Janise Darnell in 80th
District Court in Harrison
following their arrests on
Tuesday by Clare County
Sheriff’s deputies.

Clare County Prosecu-
tor Michelle Ambrozaitis
charged Prenger, 29, of
Harrison with possession
of meth and possession of
analogs (substances with
molecular structures simi-
lar to those of another sub-
stance).

Ambrozaitis put Prenger
on third offense notice,
and Worpell set his bond

at 10 percent of $50,000.
Dennis Darnell, 61, of

Harrison is charged with
delivery/manufacture of
meth, possession of meth,
delivery/manufacture of a
non-narcotic, possession
of a weapon by a felon and
maintaining a drug house.

Ambrozaitis also put
Dennis Darnell on second
offense notice; his bond is
10 percent of $100,000.

Janise Darnell, 47, of
Harrison is charged with
possession of meth and
maintaining a drug house;
her bond is 10 percent of
$5,000.

All three remained jailed

as of early
Wednesday
night.

Deputies
a r r e s t e d
Prenger on
T u e s d a y
at about 4
a.m. af ter
conducting

a traffic stop near the in-
tersection of Oak and First
streets in Harrison, Un-
dersheriff Dwayne Mied-
zianowski said in a press
release.

During the stop, Prenger
allegedly told police where
he got the drugs.

Deputies obtained a
search warrant on a home
in the 300 block of Spruce
Street in Harrison later
in the day to look for nar-
cotics, the undersheriff
said.

They found meth and a
stolen handgun inside the
house, Miedezianowski
said.

CLARECOUNTY

Traffic stop leads to three
meth arrests in Harrison

D. Darnell Prenger J. Darnell

LINDA GITTLEMAN — FOR THE
MORNING SUN

JoAnne Scalf models a
T-shirt she’s selling as part
of a fundraising effort for
Emory University’s health
study. Cost is $20and can be
purchased by contacting Scalf
at pineriversvhm@att.net.
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