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This ‘n’ That on a
Tuesday Morning

When our daugh-
ter and granddaughter
who live in Ohio plan
to visit, usually for a
weekend, I never know
when they’ll actually
get here or WHAT to
expect once they ar-
rive. In any event, once
we greet each other, I
know that I’m in for a
new adventure or two in my
own hometown.

First on the list of “un-ex-
pectations” is their time of ar-
rival. ETA is given as “late af-
ternoon.” I assume that “late
afternoon,” generally speak-
ing, is some time between
4 and 6:30 p.m., but Buck-
eyes must operate in a foreign
time zone. I began to wonder,
when the clock struck 7 and
7:30, if they were still com-
ing or what might be hold-
ing them up. One weekend
last March they were about
a hundred miles into their
trip when they encountered
blocked roads and detours be-
cause of snow and resultant
collisions.

They turned around and re-
turned home in the Colum-
bus area.

Fortunately, this time the
two travelers arrived a bit
later than Grandma had ex-
pected them but full of vim,
vigor, and vitality (qualities
sadly lacking in their hostess),
ready for whatever adven-
tures the weekend might hold.

Once they unloaded the
SUV and deposited belong-
ings in their assigned accom-
modations, skinny-as- a-rail
granddaughter announced
that she was hungry so into
the SUV and off to one of
Grandma’s favorite haunts,
Ruby Tuesday. It’s not the

“Cheers” of recent televi-
sion memory “where every-
one knows your name” but
we were greeted by several
friends, also patrons of the
eatery. Friendliness is an ap-
petizing introduction to a
pleasant meal. Once we had
placed our orders, rapid ex-
change and catch-up conver-
sation commenced.

First of all, I was told that
the two travelers were late be-
cause they stopped to take a
tour of the campus of a uni-
versity that Anna, now a high
school senior, is consider-
ing applying to. Apparently
mother and daughter changed
to a tour later than had origi-
nally been scheduled.

Following the tour they re-
commenced their journey, but

a missed exit added
another 20- to 30- min-
ute change in travel
plans. The two have a
good sense of direction
and didn’t fret about
the misstep. They’re
optimists. Optimist:
Someone who enjoys
the scenery when s/he
is lost.

It was still light outside
when we got back home so
Anna did a five-mile run
in the neighborhood. Her
mother and I sat on the deck
and caught up on family af-
fairs while someone’s lawn
sprinkler kept time. Ahhh, the
comfort of sharing conversa-
tion with someone you love on
a quiet summer evening.

On Saturday we drove to
the Farmers’ Market in the
parking lot behind City Hall.

It’s a miniature of Thurs-
day markets at Island Park,
but we each carried back
two bags of fresh vegeta-
bles, peaches and blueberries,
and even a loaf of interesting
many- grained bread.

A visit to the cemetery, a
stop at church where Anna
played the piano for me (and
for several others who were
there for prayer), and then on
to pick up Subway sandwiches
before we headed to watch
the movie Detroit at Celebra-
tion! Cinema.

We returned home and the
two girls decided that it was a
beautiful day to go kayaking
on the Chippewa River. They
do so every time they visit our
town. I did not join them.

They came back more than
three hours later, re-energized
by sun and the tranquil river.
However, they were each car-
rying bags . . . more grocer-
ies! I’m sure that the Green
Tree looks forward as much
to our daughter’s visit as I
do. She never passes the Co-
op without picking up healthy
foods for her mother and leav-
ing behind a significant credit
card charge.

At home, out came the cut-
ting board and the sharp
knives that made short order
of the cauliflower. Within 15
minutes the oven was on and
cauliflower, olive oil and sea-
sonings were roasting. After
45 minutes and added cooked
Fussilli, we three sat enjoying
dinner on the front deck.

Sunday morning arrived al-
most too soon. At least that’s
the way it felt as we hurried to
get ready for 8 o’clock Mass.

Then it was a quick break-
fast at home and time for my
guests to leave so that

Anna would be ready for
school on Monday. Schools in
Ohio opened their doors to
students during the week of
August 7.

My family created such
good memories, as have other,
infrequent and short visits.
I guess you’d say that they
made a weekend of good days
for me.

I hope that you are fortu-
nate to have those kind of
days, too.

— Louise Plachta is a
Morning Sun columnist.

Louise
Plachta

Cartoonist’s take

The following editorial appears
on Bloomberg View:

President Donald Trump’s threat
to exercise a U.S. “military option”
in Venezuela was irresponsible not
because it was unrealistic, although
it was, or because it reinforced that
nation’s tottering autocracy, al-
though it did. The lasting damage
of Trump’s words may be to the U.S.
relationship with Latin America.

For the first time in more than
a decade, some of the region’s big-
gest players are coalescing around

policies that ought to be conge-
nial to the U.S. Venezuela’s travails
have been a useful catalyst, elicit-
ing a near consensus against its re-
pressive chaos. Once-reluctant crit-
ics such as Uruguay — not to men-
tion Ecuador, a Bolivarian stalwart
— have weighed in against Vene-
zuelan President Nicolas Maduro’s
methods.

Trump’s ill-advised statement
that “a military operation, a mili-
tary option, is certainly something
we could pursue” has weakened

this momentum. During Vice Pres-
ident Michael Pence’s trip last week
to four Latin American countries,
his hosts publicly rejected any U.S.
military intervention (as did, ef-
fectively, the Pentagon, which pro-
nounced itself mystified).

It’s worth pointing out that
Trump’s threat was preceded by his
bullying of Mexico over Nafta, re-
jection of the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship involving Chile, Mexico and
Peru, harsh remarks about His-
panic immigrants, and a sharp U-

turn on rapprochement with Cuba.
And it was followed by his tepid re-
sponse to racist violence in Charlot-
tesville, which struck a dissonant
chord in countries like Brazil, with
its own bitter memories of racism
and slavery.

The U.S. can ill afford to alien-
ate Latin America. U.S. trade
with the region, which was grow-
ing fast before the global finan-
cial crisis, is just now beginning to
bounce back. Reforms by new gov-
ernments in Argentina, Brazil and
Peru offer the potential for greater
investment. Latin American na-
tions are essential not just to fight-
ing transnational crime, but — as

Pence acknowledged — to counter-
ing threats such as North Korea.
And the U.S. should not want to see
its regional influence displaced by
China, whose economic sway there
is growing.

If Trump were interested in im-
proving relations with Latin Amer-
ica — with the world, for that mat-
ter — he might consider giving up
his smartphone for a teleprompter.
Instead of poorly typed tweets or
off-the-cuff remarks, he should then
offer Venezuela humanitarian assis-
tance for its suffering citizens and,
once democracy is restored, multi-
lateral aid to get its economy back
on track.

Other views

So much for winning hearts in Latin America

By LesRosan
For the Morning Sun

For 28 years I have watched
the ebb and flow of the Pine
River in Alma from my back
window.

Historically this river was
touted as an asset for the city
and was always featured prom-
inently in the Alma parks and
recreation master plans.

Four city parks border the
river and to facilitate easy ac-
cess, canoe and boat launching
points have been constructed
along the river’s edge.

With a laser focus on the
river, park improvements in-
cluded walkways, a fishing pier,
and elevated observation plat-
forms. The river was exactly as
described, a true asset and a
gem for the city. However, much
like a dark storm cloud, omi-
nous changes were threatening
just over the horizon.

River changes occurred over
time and were insidious enough
that the city remained focused
on further development along
the Pine River corridor.

“The City of Alma shall re-
main committed to the pres-
ervation and enhancement of
the Pine River corridor. Special
emphasis will be given within
the downtown area to con-
tinue the efforts aimed at de-
veloping a linear park along the
Pine River.” (Alma Master Plan
2002)

In February 2004 the city re-
ceived a contracted feasibility
study from the consulting firm
of Wade-Trim. This riverfront
development plan produced by
Wade-Trim was a lofty goal of a
progressive and forward look-
ing city administration. Even
though the objectives were ad-
mirable a number of issues be-
yond anyone’s control ulti-
mately sabotaged the project.

The city was successful in
relocating a metal scrap yard
and demolishing an abandoned
lumber retailer, but the newly
created green space is where
the best intentions met the
hard cold facts of reality. No

development partner with the
necessary financial resources
ever materialized to facili-
tate the lofty goals of the 2004
Wade-Trim report.

Fast forward to 2017 as the
river has now transitioned
from a beautiful asset to a glar-
ing detriment that has lowered
property values, driven away
developers and endangered
public health. The Pine River
is polluted with elevated levels
of fertilizer nutrients and an-
tibiotic resistant E. coli bacte-
ria. The elevated fertilizer lev-
els have dramatically increased
vegetation growth in the river.
As this vegetation dies each fall,
the decaying process increases
the sediment load and continu-
ally robs the river of dissolved
oxygen.

Testing by Alma College, us-
ing Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality (MDEQ)
protocols have revealed that
the river is often contaminated
with antibiotic resistant E. coli
bacteria levels that render the
river unsafe for any human con-
tact.

Dr. Tim Keeton, Alma Col-
lege biology professor, was
quoted in an August 13, 2015
Morning Sun article. “I can’t
say that the Pine River is deadly
dangerous every day, but it is
on certain days.”

In defense of city officials,
the suspected source of pollu-
tion is believed to be from live-
stock waste runoff which finds
its way into the river via field
tiles and roadside ditches.

Even though the source of
the runoff originates upstream
of Alma, the Pine River within
the city limits is very likely a
hazard for anyone having con-
tact with the water or fish.
There have been several news-
paper articles on the health
concerns but the city can do so
much more to warn people of
the potential hazards of E. coli
infections.

In response to health con-
cerns, the Gratiot Health De-
partment posted understated
signs at the Alma boat launch

and Luneack Landing.
These signs imply that the

water may be unsafe for swim-
ming but they offer no warning
against any other water activi-
ties such as fishing or boating.

On Aug. 10 I attended a pre-
sentation by Alma college stu-
dent Hunter Wilson and Profes-
sor Amanda Harwood who had
tested resident fish taken from
the river by a control group of
monitored anglers. The results
are eye opening to say the least.

Eighty-eight percent of the
fish were contaminated with
coliform bacteria and of those
fish 73 percent had the presence
of E. coli on their outer skin.
Seventy eight percent of anglers
had E. coli on their hands after
catching the first fish and 100
percent of the anglers had fe-
cal coliform bacteria on their
hands at some point.

Seventy-eight percent of the
anglers tested positive for E.
coli bacteria after simply dip-
ping their hands in the water.
E. coli were also present on an-
gler’s hands even before a fish
had been caught by simply hav-
ing contact with the line, bait
or water.

Testing has not been com-
pleted to identify the strains of
E. coli located in the Mill Pond,
but according to Dr. Harwood
the most virulent strains are
most likely present in the Pine
River water. (Google 0104:H4
and 0157:H7) She told me that
she would not have contact
with the water without protec-
tive clothing and bleach disin-
fectant.

Alma Mayor, Gregg Mapes
was in attendance at the same
Aug. 10 presentation. I would
urge him and the Alma city com-
mission to utilize the city news-
letter and social media to more
appropriately inform the public
of the potential health risks.

To do any less exponentially
increases the danger to the pub-
lic which they were elected to
serve.

“What is right is often forgot-
ten by what is convenient.”

– Bodie Thoene
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Pine River in Alma: from
treasure to dying cesspool

My family
created
such good
memories, as
have other,
infrequent
and short
visits. I guess
you’d say that
theymade a
weekend of
good days for
me.
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