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Work has begun on installing
a treatment system at the Vels-
icol Superfund site in St. Louis.
Installation of underground

components for an in-place ther-
mal treatment system has begun
where, in the next 10 weeks, more
than 350 holes will be drilled
down to approximately 30 feet
in the ground in the area that
will undergo thermal treatment.
Earlier this year, the cleanup

project received $9.7 million in
funding for a in-situ (or in-place)
thermal treatment system for the
area located in the northwest
portion of the main plant site,
which removes harmful chemi-
cals from the soil and groundwa-
ter, in-place, using heat.
Heaters will be placed in the

holes along with extraction wells
and monitoring devices, said Di-
ane Russell, community involve-
ment coordinator with the En-
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@yanicklitwiller on Twitter

A Gratiot County man was
sentenced to prison Monday for
possessing child pornography

and for sexual as-
sault – the second
charge stemming
from material re-
covered during a
police investiga-
tion of the first.
Barry Baker,

53 , of Ithaca
was or ig inal ly
charged in April

with child sexually abusive ac-
tivity or material and using a
computer to commit this crime,
each 20-year felonies; posses-
sion of child sexually abusive
material, a four-year felony;
and using a computer to com-
mit a four to 10 year felony, it-
self a seven-year felony.
Those charges came after

state police received a cyber tip
that a Skype user named “Trid-
dle36” was in possession of and
was uploading child pornogra-
phy, according to court records.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Ithaca man
headed to prison
for sexual assault,
child pornography

By RickMills
rmills@michigannewspapers.com
@RickMills2 on Twitter

A tip led investigators to a mo-
bile home east of Mt. Pleasant
on Sunday night where they cap-
tured Kenneth Byron Maddux,
wanted in the shooting of a Mt.
Pleasant woman, after five days
on the run.
Authorities, who have said

the drug methamphetamine is
the common link between all
of those involved in last week’s
break-in and shooting, also

found a meth lab in the trailer
and arrested its owner.
Maddux was found just before

8 p.m. at Maple View Estates, a
small trailer park on the north
side of M-20 at Chippewa Road,
about six miles east of Mt. Pleas-
ant, said Isabella SheriffMicheal
Main.
Detectives were interview-

ing him Monday and the by the
afternoon was he arraigned on
10 charges in Isabella County
Court.
Those charges include ob-

struction of justice/parole vi-

olat ion; meth-
a mp h e t a m i n e
manufacturing;
aggravated as-
sault with intent
to murder; rob-
bery of a resi-
dence with a gun;
burglary - forced
entry; two weap-

ons possession charges; and two
aggravated assault of a non-fam-
ily member charges.
Bond for each charge ranges

from none for the parol viola-
tion to $400,000 for robbing a

residence with a gun; for most
of the charges, bond was set at
$100,000 according to Isabella
County Jail records.
“Law enforcement was able to

formulate a plan for a perime-
ter around the location,” Main
said. “Once that was established,
marked patrol units and emer-
gency services members were
able to approach the mobile
home and call out to its occu-
pants.”
Maddux was taken into cus-

tody without incident.
“One male subject immedi-

ately exited the residence and he
was able to confirm that Kenneth
Maddux was in the residence,”
Main said. “Tactical team mem-
bers were able to make entrance
and Maddux was located in the
residence, taken into custody
with no further issues.”
Main said the man who first

came out of the trailer is also
jailed on suspicion of running a
drug house.
Maddux, 38, wass held with-

out bond on suspicion of a parole
violation and for obstructing jus-

MT. PLEASANT

Maddux in jail; was hiding in ameth house

COURTESY PHOTO VIA FACEBOOK

Larrissa Leffingwell, of Shepherd, staying active before the storms hit the U.S. Virgin Islands.

ByRickMills
rmills@michigannewspapers.com
@RickMills2 on Twitter

A Shepherd native living in the
U.S. Virgin Islands got word out
to family and friends last week
that she is safe after the latest
round of hurricanes and onMon-
day morning made her first con-
tact on social media.
Larissa Leffingwell, a phy-

sician’s assistant, is 30 weeks
pregnant, living without electric-
ity, and lost everything in recent
storms, including Hurricane Ma-
ria which hit last week.
Two teachers at ShepherdHigh

School – Jay Gross and JoAnn
Gross – said on Sunday that they
would collect and pay for shipping
of items Leffingwell needs.
“Wow, wow, wow,” Leffingwell

said on Facebook Monday. “This
is the first time I have been able to
connect to the web and to see all
the love and support. I am with-
out words.”
Laffingwell and Denis Liburd

are planning to stay in St. Croix,
Virgin Islands, to deliver their
baby girl despite living without
electricity and with a local hos-
pital that is condemned for the
time-being.
“I feel we have begun to adapt

to the new norm,” Leffingwell
said. “I do plan on staying here to
give birth. I have heard there will
be mobile hospital trailers set up
since our hospital is condemned.
“The midwives and physicians

are goodwith pregnancies so I am
confident in them and I am con-
sidering a home birth but need to
educate myself a bit more.”

Leffingwell said they hope
to have power back within the
month and that when commercial
flights resume, likely this week,
she’d like to get home to Shepherd
– for hugs and a warm shower.
“I don’t have anything for the

baby anymore but I am confident
all will fall into place,” she said.
“I am truly blessed to have sup-
portive friends and significant
other. I gladly accept donations
not only for me, but for the many
other pregnant women on island.”
Leffingwell, who attended

Wayne State University after high
school, works for Frederiksted
Health Care, a local and feder-
ally-funded organization that pro-

SHEPHERD

COMMUNITY COLLECTS
FOR PREGNANT ALUM
Leffingwell lost
everything when
Hurricane Maria
hit her home in the
Virgin Islands
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Age 27 of Weidman,
passed away on Sun-
day, October 1, 2017.
He was born in Mt.
Pleasant on January
6, 1990 to Danny and
Betty (Myers) Wilmot.
Joe graduated from
Chippewa Hills High
School in 2009. He en-
5#&>" '6"/#;:+ .:97%;+
hunting and working
on cars in the garage.
Joe loved to pull prac-
tical jokes. He has been
>'!3#&>" 18 2%7.>"
Brands in Weidman

the last three years. Joe will be deeply missed by:
his parents, Danny and Betty of Weidman; sister
Amy (John) Sims; brother, Jason (Virginia) Wilmot,
twin brother, Brian (Ben) Wilmot; sister at heart,
Roxann Whaley; maternal grandmother, Geraldine
Myers; two nieces and a nephew, who he enjoyed
playing with, Hannah Sims, and Maci and Noah
Wilmot and many extended family members and
friends. Joe was preceded in death by: paternal
grandparents, Joseph and Doris Wilmot; mater-
nal grandfather, Bernard Myers; and best friend
Jimmy Cool, who taught him what he knew about
'>$91%7$:) - 87'> 8# 8134 1%" <>,>$8 #% 0#>*: 37=>
will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, October
5, 2017 at the Daggett Funeral Home. Memorial
"#%187#%: 7% 0#>*: %1'> $1% /> '1"> 8# 89> =1'73&
#< 3>=8 (789 89> =6%><13 9#'> 8# ;# 8#(1<": 97: .%13
expenses. Please come and share your stories and
memories with his family or sign his guest book at

www.daggettgilbertfuneralhome.com

WILMOT, JOSEPH J. “JOE”

A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

BySallyHoand
ReginaGarciaCano
Of The Associateed Press

LASVEGAS» The rapid-fire
popping sounded like fire-
crackers at first, somany in
the crowd of 22,000 coun-
try music fans didn’t un-
derstandwhat was happen-
ing when the band stopped
playing and singer JasonAl-
dean bolted off the stage.

“That’s gunshots,” a
man could be heard say-
ing emphatically on a cell-
phone video in the nearly
half-minute of silence and
confusion that followed. A
woman pleaded with oth-
ers: “Get down! Get down!
Stay down!”

Then the bang-bang-
bang sounds resumed. And
pure terror set in.

“People start screaming
and yelling and we start
running,” said Andrew
Akiyoshi, who provided the
cellphone video to The As-
sociated Press. “You could
feel the panic. You could feel
like the bullets were flying
above us. Everybody’s duck-
ing down, running low to
the ground.”

While some concertgo-
ers hit the ground, oth-
ers started pushing for
the crowded exits, shoving
through narrow gates and
climbing over fences as 40-
to 50-round bursts of what
may have been automatic
weapons fire rained down
on them from the 32ndfloor
of theMandalay Bay casino
hotel.

ByMonday afternoon, 59
people were dead andmore

than 500 wounded in the
deadliest mass shooting in
modern U.S. history.

“You just didn’t know
what to do,” Akiyoshi said.
“Your heart is racing and
you’re thinking, ‘I’m going
to die.’”

The gunman, identi-
fied as Stephen Craig Pad-
dock, a 64-year-old retiree
from Mesquite, Nevada,
killed himself before offi-
cers stormed Room 135 in
the gold-colored glass sky-
scraper. He had 10 guns in
the room where had been
staying since Thursday.

Asked about the motive
for the attack, Sheriff Jo-
seph Lombardo said: “I

can’t get into the mind of
a psychopath at this point.”

The FBI said it found
nothing so far to suggest
the attack was connected
to international terrorism,
despite a claim of responsi-
bility from the Islamic State
group, which said Paddock
was a “soldier” who had re-
cently converted to Islam.

In an address to the
country, President Donald
Trump called the blood-
bath “an act of pure evil”
and added: “In moments of
tragedy and horror, Amer-
ica comes together as one.
And it always has.” He or-
dered flags flown at half-
staff.

With hospitals jammed
with victims, authorities
put out a call for blood do-
nations and set up a hotline
to report missing people
and speed the identification
of the dead and wounded.
They also opened a “fam-
ily reunification center” for
people to find loved ones.

The shooting began at
10:08 p.m., and the gun-
man appeared to fire un-
hindered for more than 10
minutes, according to ra-
dio traffic. Police frantically
tried to locate him and de-
termine whether the gun-
fire was coming fromMan-
dalay Bay or the neighbor-
ing Luxor hotel.

NATION

High-rise gunman kills 59,
wounds 527 in Las Vegas

CHASE STEVENS — LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL VIA AP

People assist a wounded woman at the Tropicana during an active shooter situation on
the Las Vegas Stirp in Las Vegas Sunday. Multiple victims were being transported to
hospitals after a shooting late Sunday at a music festival on the Las Vegas Strip.

tice early Monday, accord-
ing to jail records.

Besides the trailer owner
arrested Sunday, the owner
of the home where the
shooting occurred is also
in jail on drug-related pro-
bation violation charges.

Me t h amphe t am i n e
linked all of those in-
volved in the break-in and
shooting of Jessica Day last
Wednesday morning, in-
vestigators have said.

Day, who was shot in the
abdomen, remains in fair
condition at MidMichigan
Health in Midland, where
she was airlifted and un-
derwent surgery.

Day told authorities she
heard Maddux, a parole
absconder, in the house
before she was shot at a
home owned by Wade Eu-
gene Powell, a convicted
methamphetamine dealer.

Maddux was the focus
of a day-long manhunt and
was been on the run since
the early-morningWednes-
day shooting.

Deputies were called to
Powell’s home on Baseline
Road just west of Loomis
just after 7:30 a.m. for the
shooting, which they said
occurred after Day heard
voices in the house and
identified one of them as
Maddux.

Investigators have said
nothing about the third
man in the house – who al-
legedly broke in along with
Maddux – and whose voice
Day reported hearing be-
fore she was shot.

Powell, the 29-year-old
homeowner, was on pro-
bation until October next
year for running a drug
house and possession of
methamphetamine from a
2015 conviction.

Investigators, who said
they found evidence of
methamphetamine at the
shooting scene, arrested

Powell for probation vio-
lation and obstruction of
justice.

Maddux is scheduled
for a probable cause hear-

ing at 8:15
a.m. on Oct.
12 and a
preliminary
hearing at
11 a.m. on
Oct. 19.

B e s i d e s
the d rug
c o n v i c -
tions, Pow-

ell pleaded guilty seven
years ago to possession of
a concealed weapon, being
drunk while he had it and
a second offense of driving
while under the influence
of alcohol or drugs.

Sheriff ’s officials have
not said if they have the
weapon involved in the
shooting or if they believe
Maddux to be armed.

Maddux has a criminal
history going back at least
20 years.

He was already on pro-
bation eight years ago for
earlier domestic violence
charges when he got the
maximum sentence from
a Gratiot County judge for
trying to slam his then-
girlfriend’s head in a car
door with two infants in
the vehicle.

Most recently, he ab-
sconded from parole while
serving one to five years
for stealing a car in Gra-
tiot County in 2014.

Other convictions and
sentences include.

• Receiving and conceal-
ing stolen property in 2014.

• Third offense domestic
violence in 2009.

• Retail fraud in 2005.
• Two breaking-and-en-

terings, breaking into a car
and a weapons charge in
1998.

Maddux uses at least five
names, according to state
prison officials, including
Kenneth B. Gates, Kenneth
Byron Gates, Kenneth My-
ron Maddox and Kenneth
Byron Maddux.

Maddux
FROMPAGE 1

vides for the under-served
and uninsured in the U.S.
Virgin Islands.

The Virgin Islands have
been hit byHurricane Irma,
Jose, and most recently
Maria in the past several
weeks.

At ShepherdHigh School,
Jay Gross is collecting items
including anything needed

for a newborn, anything
solar powered and dried
foods.

Gross said he and his
wife will collect items
through Friday and then
pay the freight fee to en-
sure “they have a safe and
healthy place to bring this
little baby into the world…
a safe and healthy home to
bring little baby home to.”

Items can also be sent
to: Denis Liburd, 65 Bay
Garden, Christiansted, VI
00820.

Alum
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vironmental Protection
Agency, on Monday.

She explained, in more
detail, the process to take
place on the one-acre site.

“The heaters use elec-
tricity to heat the soil
and produce vapors that
hold contaminants,” Rus-
sell said. “The vapors are
then captured through
a vacuum piping system
and treated on-site in an
above-ground treatment
plant.”

Portions of the treat-
ment plant have arrived
at the site, she said.

“Over the next few
months, additional equip-
ment will be delivered. It
is expected the system
will become operational
in early 2018,” Russell
said.

Approximately $13 mil-
lion will be spent on clean-
ing up the one acre, ac-
cording to Tom Alcamo,
the project manager for
the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, who spoke
at a meeting last month

in St. Louis updating resi-
dents on the process.

That one acre - named
Area 1 - was chosen first
in part because it contains
some of the most toxic
chemicals called DNAPL
or dense, non aqueous
phase liquid.

Monitoring systems to
check on air quality as
well as monitoring sys-
tems to determine how ef-
fective the system is work-
ing will be employed.

He said the Area 1 proj-
ect is fully funded - 90 per-
cent by the EPA and ten

percent by the Michigan
Department of Environ-
mental Quality.

Next year’s project -
Area 2 - however, hadn’t
been funded yet and Al-
camo said he isn’t sure
how much money will be
given to fund it.

Drill
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After determining that
the handle “Triddle36” be-
longed to Baker, a search
warrant executed at his

home uncovered sexually
abusive photographs and
videos, some of the ma-
terial matching material
already logged in the Na-
tional Center for Missing
and Exploited Children’s
database.

In a police interview

Baker said the number
of abusive files he down-
loaded was “probably not
millions,” but estimated he
had possessed hundreds
to thousands of images,
saved first to his computer
then to an external hard
drive, according to court

records.
The investigation also

uncovered images from
2005 that depicted Baker
sexually assaulting an
adult woman who was
sleeping, and Baker was
charged with criminal sex-
ual conduct of an incapac-

itated victim, said Gratiot
County Prosecutor Keith
Kushion.

Baker pleaded no con-
test to possession of child
sexually abusive mate-
rial in the first case, and
no contest to third degree
criminal sexual conduct in

the second.
Monday, Gratiot County

Circuit Court Judge Randy
Tahvenen sentenced Baker
to six to 20 years for pos-
sessing child pornography
and six to 15 years for the
criminal sexual assault,
Kushion said.

Charged
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Fatal helicopter crash
reported Sunday in
Midland County

A Midland man is dead
after a helicopter crash Sun-
day.

Paul Pangborn, 76, was
flying his red 1965 Brantly
Hynes model B-2B heli-
copter at the time with his
grandson Devon Schweins-
berg, 16, inside the plane;
Schweinsberg was un-
harmed.

The Midland County
Sheriff’s Office responded
to a report at approximately
2:48 p.m. Sunday of a heli-
copter that crash landed in
a field located to the south-
west of the intersection of
North Eleven Mile Road
and West Olson Road, in
section seven of Lee Town-

ship, according to anews re-
lease from sheriff Scott Ste-
phenson.

The initial investiga-
tion revealed that Pang-
born, a Lee Township res-
ident, took off in a field to
the west of the 300 block
of North Eleven Mile Road.
He then flew east towards
North Eleven Mile. He then
went north towards West
Olson Road.

“Mr. Pangborn started
to head west, the helicopter
rotated and for unknown
reasons started to slowly
descend where it crash
landed,” Stephenson said.

Pangborn and Schweins-
berg, also a Lee Township
resident, were both trans-
ported byEMS toMidMich-
igan Medical Center - Mid-
land, where Pangborn was

later pronounced deceased.
Schweinsberg was treated
and released with minor
injuries.

Sheriff’s office deputies
were assisted at the scene
by Lee Township Fire Res-
cue,MidMichiganEMSand
Deputy Chief Medical Ex-
aminer Dr. Dennis Wagner.

The family has asked to
have time to grieve with-
out interruption. The prop-
erty owners of where the
crash occurred have asked
for people to respect their
privacy and not trespass on
their property.

The investigation has
been turned over to the
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration.

— Sean Bradley, The
Morning Sun

Reservation deadline
Oct. 25 for Gratiot
County celebration

Reservations are being
accepted for the Gratiot
County Community Foun-
dation’s 14th annual cele-
bration.

The event takes place on
Nov. 1 in the Doig Chapel at
Masonic Pathways at 1200
Wright Ave. in Alma.

A buffet begins at 7:30
a.m. with the program
from 8-9 a.m.

Reservations are re-
quired by Oct. 25; to re-
serve a space, email gccf@
gratiotfoundation.com or
call (989) 875-4222.

— Sean Bradley, The
Morning Sun
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Crews with the Environmental Protection Agency work on Friday to install thermal
treatment rods as part of EPA’s cleanup efforts at the Velsicol Superfund site in St.
Louis, Michigan. Breathing protection is required during installation.
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joyed mudbogs, fishing,

employed at Unified

mechanics. A time to talk and reflect on Joe’s life

donations in Joe’s name can be made to the family 
or left with the funeral home to go towards his final
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