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BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

After the leftover turkey is
gone, Black Friday has passed
and the holiday season begins,
weather in mid-Michigan is ex-
pected to be warmer than average
but with the possibility of snow
and rain as November ends and
December starts.
There was a nip in the air Sun-

day morning after temperatures
reached into the high 40s Friday
and Saturday, and even warmer
weather is expected, according
to meteorologists at the National
Weather Service in Grand Rapids.
Patchy fog is expected for this

morning before 9 a.m. and the
forecast calls for mostly sunny
skies and a high near 46 with
calm winds becoming southeast
at 5 to 7 miles per hour in the af-
ternoon.
Tonight is expected to be partly

cloudy with a low around 40 and
southeast winds 6 to 19 mph be-
coming south-southest after mid-
night.
Tuesday is expected to be partly

sunnywith a 20 percent chance of
showers after 1 p.m. with a high

MID-MICHIGAN

Warm temps to
start the week,
then cool off

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

A power outage is planned to
take place from 1-6 a.m. Dec. 2 in
St. Louis.
The city is in the final stages of

its “Switchgear Project” at its mu-
nicipal electric plant.
In order to complete the con-

nection, testing and re-energizing
of our new equipment, a shutdown
must be performed, according to
a news release.
Power is expected to return at

6 a.m.
All properties north of the Pine

River will be affected by this out-
age as well as both properties and
downtown businesses.
Approximate outage locations

are:
Properties within the city lim-

its:
• North of the Pine River;
• Both sides of Union Street

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Power outage
planned
in St. Louis
City in final stages of
‘Switchgear Project’

SUSAN FIELD — MORNING SUN

Drew, August and Nichole Feltman of Lake Isabella get ready to leave VanderSys Tree Farm after buying a Christmas tree and wreath on
Sunday.

BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

It isn’t normal for Laura Al-
len to be in shirtsleeves when
she assists customers with their
Christmas tree purchases.
But that’s just what Allen,

owner of VanderSys Tree Farm
in Lake Isabella, did when peo-
ple starting flocking in on Fri-
day.
Even though the weather

was unseasonably warm, fami-
lies were eager to go to the farm
on North Coldwater Road to cut
down their Christmas tress and
purchase other items, including
grave blankets, wreaths, bough
bundles and garlands.
Business didn’t slow down as

the weekend progressed, and Al-
len was back to long sleeves by
Sunday as the mercury dipped
to the low 30s.

Customers continued to ar-
rive Saturday and Sunday, ready
to take hand saws into the live
tree lot to find the perfect pine.
Nichole and Drew Feltman

of Lake Isabella brought their
2-year-old son, August, to the
farm to pick what turned out
to be the largest Christmas tree
they’ve ever had.
Driving the short distance to

the farm on their side-by-side,
the Feltmans cut the tree and
brought it to the office before
Nichole picked out a wreath to
purchase.
Bundled up in winter coats,

hats and scarves, the Feltmans
planned on putting the tree up
and decorating it as soon as they
got home.
As the temperature dropped,

it felt more like the holiday sea-
son and Allen was excited to
rolling.
“All the elves have been busy

in the elf shop,” Allen said.
“They’re making wreaths and
cutting boughs.”
The weekend after Thanks-

giving, and the following week-
end, are among the busiest at
the tree farm, founded by Al-
len’s parents, Jake and Barbara
VanderSys, 58 years ago.
An infant when her parents

started selling Christmas trees
at the farm, it’s the only business
Allen has known, and she knows
her fir trees.
Fraser firs are the most popu-

lar, and have short, soft needles
and thicker branches that hold
ornaments well, she said.
Balsam firs also make good

Christmas trees, with soft nee-
dles but lighter branches, ac-
cording to Allen.
Frasers lend themselves to

a more natural look and blue
spruce are also popular, she
said.

Allen also knows the best way
to keep Christmas trees fresh, as
customers begin making their
purchases a month before the
big day.
There isn’t any truth to old

wive’s tales like adding sugar to
the tree’s water bowl, or filling it
with Sprite, Allen said.
Michigan State University

and the Christmas Tree Associ-
ation conducted a study and de-
termined that trees need water
only, and don’t let the bowl run
dry, Allen said.
Drilling a hole in the bottom

of the trunk to act as a “straw”
doesn’t help the tree absorb
more water either, but is done
to stabilize it in the stand.
VanderSys also sells pre-cut

trees and Allen hopes to add an-
other attraction.
A reindeer pen has been certi-

fied and Allen hopes to have one
or two by spring.

ISABELLACOUNTY

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE FIRS
AT VANDERSYS TREE FARM

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

Gratiot County has approved
a six-month agreement to help
Montcalm County with animal
control services.
The Gratiot County Board of

Commissioners approved the
agreement that lasts from Nov.
21 to May, 21, 2018 and will have
Gratiot County’s animal control
conduct removal of dangerous
animals or animals that require
quarantine removal; delivery of

animals requiring quarantine to
the Humane Society of MidMich-
igan in Stanton; and investiga-
tions in accordance with the Dog
Law of 1919. These will be done
on an on-call basis.
The county approved the agree-

ment at its Nov. 21 meeting by a
4-0 vote; commissioner Tim Lam-
brecht was absent.
It was created because Mont-

calm County’s $2.4 million defi-
cit caused cuts to personnel and
services.
Montcalm County eliminated

its animal shelter as part of re-

cent budget cuts and is leasing the
former animal shelter building to
the Humane Society of MidMich-
igan, which is led by Angela Hol-
linshead who was recently laid
off as Montcalm County’s Ani-
mal Control director, according
to the The Daily News in Mont-
calm County.
“We’re just there for dangerous

animals and to investigate bite
reports,” said Tom Clark, Gratiot
County’s Animal Control Direc-
tor. “We’re not there for the av-
erage run at large or a stray call.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Animal control services agreement approved
Pictured is the
Gratiot County
Courthouse
in Ithaca. The
county has
approved a
six-month
agreement to
help Montcalm
County with
animal control
services.
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They’ve got police services
to handle that type of stuff.”
There are approximately

9,000 dogs registered in
Montcalm County and ap-
proximately 5,500 dogs reg-
istered in Gratiot County.
Gratiot County will not

transport animals back
to its shelter; they will be
transported by Gratiot’s
animal control officer to
the Humane Society of Mid
Michigan in Stanton.
It will also not perform

“killing” of animals as
specified in MCL 287.278
— 287.280, or euthanizing
of animals; not respond to
calls to pick up stray or feral
animals; to calls requesting
assistance with corralling
of animals; and calls re-
garding animals that have
been struck by a vehicle or
that may be in or near a

roadway.
Gratiot County will pri-

oritize calls for its own citi-
zens overMontcalmCounty.
The agreement may be

terminated by either county
at any time by providing
written notice to the other
county 30 days in advance
to the county administra-
tor.
Montcalm County will

compensate Gratiot County
at a rate of $40 per hour
for staff time providing the
agreed-upon services.
Mileage will also be re-

imbursed at a rate of $.535
per mile.
Any services not listed in

the agreement shall be com-
pensated at rates listed in
the Gratiot County Animal
Shelter fee schedule.
The next board of com-

missioners meeting is at
4:30 p.m. on Dec. 5 in the
commissioner’s room at
the Gratiot County Court-
house at 214 E. Center St.
in Ithaca.
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near 57 and southwest
winds at 11 to 15 mph.
Tuesday night’s fore-

cast calls for a 30 percent
chance of showers before
1 a.m., partly cloudy skies
and a low around 33.
Wednesday is expected

to be sunny with a high
near 46.
Wednesday night ’s

forecast calls for a slight

chance of snow showers
after 1 a.m., with partly
cloudy skies and a low
around 30.
Thursday ’s weather

is predicted to include
the possibility of rain
and snow showers be-
fore 8 a.m., followed by a
chance of rain and snow
showers between 8 a.m.
and 9 a.m.
Rain is possible after 9

a.m. Thursday, which is ex-
pected to be mostly cloudy
with a high near 44.
Thursday night’s fore-

cast calls for rain and snow
showers before 1 a.m. then
a slight chance of snow
showers with a low around
32.
Friday is expected to be

mostly sunny with a high

of 41.
Friday night’s forecast

calls for a low around 29
with partly cloudy skies.
Saturday is expected to

be mostly sunny with a
high near 43.
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from the north city lim-
its to and including the
Michigan State Police of-
fice on Union Street, North
of M-46 (Washington) and
West of Main Street except
the block bounded byM-46

(S), Saginaw Street (N),
Pine Street (E) and Dela-
ware Street (W),
South of M-46, West of

Delaware St. North of Ha-
zel extended and west of
the Pine River, except the
block bounded by M-46
(N), West Tyrell (S), Bank-
son (W) and Delaware (E);
• both sides of Michigan

Ave from State Street to

Crawford Street extended,
including the city’s public
library, East side of Michi-
gan Avenue to West side of
S. Mill St, from Crawford
extended, to Collison Way,
Frontage properties south
of M-46 between Pine and
Michigan;
• frontage properties

west of Main Street from
M-46 to West Tyrell;

• south of West Tyrell
to R.R. and between Main
Street andSouthMill Street,
except the city fire station,
the south side of M-46 to
the north side of Crawford
Street, betweenMain Street
and Franklin St.
Contact utilities director

Keith Risdon at krisdon@
stlouismi.com with ques-
tions.

Power
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Thursday’sweather is predicted
to include the possibility of rain
and snow showers before 8 a.m.,
followed by a chance of rain and
snow showers between 8 a.m. and
9 a.m.

ByRachel Greco
Of The Associated Press

GRANDLEDGE»Twodays be-
fore Madelyne Lawry’s son
Nash Kiebler died, he called
her in tears.
“Mom, I can’t do this,”

Kiebler told her.
Lawry stood in the back

yard of her Grand Ledge
home with the phone to
her ear, urging her 33-year-
old son to call his sponsor
and go to a recovery meet-
ing. She believed at the time
that her son had been so-
ber for at least ninemonths.
Today, she said it’s likely he
had already relapsed by the
time he called her.
“I should have dropped

the phone and went to him,
because that was a cry for
help,” Lawry told the Lan-
sing State Journal .
But she didn’t. Kiebler

had his own apartment and
a steady job at a restaurant.
Lawry thought he was win-
ning his battle with addic-
tion, that he would be fine.
Two days later, on Aug. 4,

2016, a friend found Kiebler
on his living room floor. He
had overdosed on heroin.
His death came 16 years

after the Grand Ledge
High School graduate was
first prescribed Vicodin for
chronic back pain. He was
17 then, and took the drug
for more than a year at the
advice of a family doctor.
Lawry said the medica-

tion, an opioid, led him to
heroin and a “turbulent”
spiral of arrests, job hop-
ping, bankruptcy and ad-
diction.
“This is not what I

wanted for my life,” Nash
once told her.
Lawry said her son didn’t

know how to stop using,
and she didn’t know how
to help him. Now she’s for-
ever changed.
“I was not done being a

mother,” she said.
Opioid-related deaths

have accounted for more
than 75 percent of all drug-
related deaths in Ingham
and Eaton counties for at
least the last three years. In
2016, that percentage rose
to more than 85 percent in
both counties, according to
annual reports from Spar-
row Health System’s Office
of the Medical Examiner.
Lawry, local law enforce-

ment and judicial leaders
believe it will take commu-
nity outreach and support
to stem those numbers.
It’s the goal behind

the newly-formed Eaton
County Families Against
Narcotics, the latest chap-
ter of a state-wide organiza-
tion dedicated to creating
a “safe place” for families
struggling with the addic-
tion and a network commit-
ted to helping them.
On a Monday morning

earlier this month, Lawry
was sitting at her kitchen
table talking about all she’s
learned about opioid addic-
tion since Kiebler’s death.
She points to a framed pic-
ture of both of them to-
gether, taken when he was
still in high school.
“I did not know what I

know now,” she said,
Kiebler needed treat-

ment and constant sup-
port, Lawry said. That’s
what Families Against Nar-
cotics provides. She helped
start the chapter, which
launched Nov. 2, and she
will serve as the board’s ex-
ecutive treasurer.
Serving alongside her is

Eaton County Undersheriff
Jeff Cook. His deputies at
the Eaton County Sheriff’s
Office were the first in the
Lansing region to carry and
administer Narcan, a drug
used to treat opioid over-
doses. That includes her-
oin, along with prescription
drugs such as Vicodin, Oxy-
contin, codeine and mor-
phine.
Cook said deputies have

been using the drug since
2015, but more needs to be
done to address opioid ad-
diction in the county.
“It’s a threat to lives in

this community,” he said.
“It’s wide spread, it’s di-
verse. People from a large
variety of backgrounds
are affected by it. We have
to battle this from many
fronts.”
Nine of the 13 drug-

related deaths in Eaton
County so far this year
were opioid related, said
Luke Vogelsburg, supervi-
sor and chief investigator
with Sparrow Forensic Pa-
thology.
Cook and Eaton County

District Court Judge Julie

Reincke began researching
what it would take to form
a local chapter of Families
Against Narcotics last year.
Reincke said opioid ad-

diction is often the com-
mon theme tying together
everything from home in-
vasions to petty thefts. She
estimates 90 percent of the
criminal cases she presides
over involve some form of
addiction to drugs or alco-
hol.
“I live and breathe it ev-

ery day,” she said. “I see so
many people. We need, as
a society, to get to a point
where treatment is as easy
to get as heroin, and we’re
not there. It’s sad.”
At monthly Families

Against Narcotics meet-
ings families struggling
with addiction are encour-
aged to network openly
with one another.
Phil Pavona was the driv-

ing force behind the Ing-
ham County chapter’s for-
mation in 2013 and has
first-hand knowledge of
what opioid addiction looks
like.
Pavona’s son Eric, a

graduate of Okemos High
School and Michigan State
University student, died
in 2011 at age 25 of a drug
overdose after using opi-
oids for three years.
Pavona said his family

did what many do when
a loved one is struggling

with drugs — they kept it
to themselves.
“There are a lot of rea-

sons to keep it quiet, which
is the worst thing you can
do, because it takes a com-
munity to deal with addic-
tion,” he said.
That’s why Families

Against Narcotics chapter
meetings aren’t conducted
anonymously, Pavona said.
Attendees share their

stories. They’re connected
with resources by the pro-
fessionals who sit on the
group’s board and attend
meetings, and they hear
from addiction specialists
about how drugs affect the
brain.
“What we do is ask the

question, ‘What do you
need to get help?’” Pavona
said.
Lawry said she “dug in”

to the effort to create Eaton
County’s chapter.
Forty-five people at-

tended the launch at Real
Life Church in Charlotte,
and among them were lo-
cal families dealing with
addiction, she said.
A sense of hope and sup-

port was evident, Cook
said, and that’s a valuable
first step for the organiza-
tion.
“We know that this

is just beginning, that
we have a huge battle to
fight, but we’re doing it to-
gether.”

STATE

Michigan group provides support
for those suffering opioid addictions
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Madelyne Lawry holds a photo of her with her son Nash when he was 17at her home in
Grand Ledge. He died in August 2016after battling an addiction to opioids for more than
a decade. Lawry helped officials start the new Eaton County chapter of Families Against
Narcotics this month.

ByMartin Slagter
Of The Associated Press

ANN ARBOR » Christina
Olsen believes a museum
serves a greater purpose
beyond simply providing
a community with exhibi-
tions of noted visual art-
ists.
It should be a place of

inspiration and a catalyst
of new ideas, said Olsen,
who began a five-year ap-
pointment as the director
of the University of Mich-
igan Museum of Art this
month.
“Themuseum should be

a really dynamic and excit-
ing place,” said Olsen, who
previously was the direc-
tor of theWilliams College
Museum of Art in Massa-
chusetts “You should come
here to get ideas. It should
be brimming with ideas,
and that’s what art is.
“I really look forward

to kind of making (the
UMMA) that,” she told The
Ann Arbor News . “Ann
Arbor is such an incredi-
ble town with so many in-
teresting, creative people
in it. The museum should
be one of its key resources
for inspiration, but also
for learning and being in
touch with what’s happen-
ing in the country in terms
of the arts.”
When Olsen joined the

Williams College Museum
of Art in 2012, she was re-
sponsible for building the
museum’s national reputa-
tion around critically ac-
claimed exhibitions and
publications and new, cre-
ative forms of faculty and
student engagement.
Olsen believes UMMA

already benefits from such
a reputation. She hopes to
be able to build on its ex-
isting strengths.
“It’s a great, nationally-

known university art mu-
seum,” Olsen said. “It’s
got a gorgeous building
and it’s got really terrific
collections and a long, in-
teresting history. My de-
sire is to really keep that
momentum and build on
it — make really interest-
ing, significant exhibitions
and build a collection and
make the museum really
matter to students, fac-
ulty and the broader com-
munity.”
UMMA has done its

part to open its collections
up to the broader com-
munity. The museum be-
gan offering free member-
ships in January through
a grant from the Commu-
nity Foundation for South-
east Michigan.
Offering memberships,

Olsen said, gives mem-
bers a sense that they are
invited, rather than simply
making admission free to
everyone.
“If you’re a member,

you feel a kind of owner-
ship of the institution and
part of something,” Ol-
sen said. “The free mem-
bership program is ab-
solutely a desire for the
museum to be really ac-
cessible and build a com-

munity of people who feel
like it’s their place that it
belongs to them and is for
them.”
Olsen sees promoting

Michigan’s deep history in
the visual arts — particu-
larly with design and ar-
chitecture — as a key com-
ponent of her mission.
She believes there is

a larger story to be told
about how artists have
gravitated toward places
like Detroit and Southeast
Michigan over the past de-
cade.
Opportunities also ex-

ist, she noted, for promo-
tional collaboration with
the Detroit Institute of
Arts and Museum of Con-
temporary Art Detroit, as
well as cultural organiza-
tions like Ann Arbor’s Uni-
versity Musical Society.
“I think there’s a state-

wide, but also national
story about the visual arts
here that the institutions
in town and across the
state can really make use
of — to talk about how im-
portant the arts have been
historically to the state
and to its identity and how
important they will be go-
ing forward,” she said.
“On the small side it’s

like ‘What can we promote
this season that’s synergis-
tic?’ but on the big side, it’s
like ‘How can we tell our
story in a way that will
resonate at a higher level?”
she added.
Olsen received a bach-

elor’s degree in history
of art, with honors, from
the University of Chicago,
and a master’s degree and
a doctorate in art history
from the University of
Pennsylvania.
She went on to join the

Getty Foundation in 2005
as a program officer, man-
aging and directing the
foundation’s $4 million in
global grants for institu-
tional research and edu-
cation. In 2008, she joined
the Portland Art Museum
as director of education,
where she developed new
programs and exhibitions,
putting together themuse-
um’s first education com-
mittee.
UMMA debuted a new

display “Matisse Draw-
ings: Curated by Ellsworth
Kelly from The Pierre and
Tana Matisse Foundation
Collection,” showcasing
the master draftsmanship
of Henri Matisse and Ells-
worth Kelly beginning on
Nov. 18. The display fea-
tures 45 rarely exhibited
works by Matisse made in
the first half of the 20th
century.
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U of MMuseum
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new director
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