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Progress has been made
byMt. Pleasant resident try-
ing to bring a new aquatic
center after the Rose Center
pool ceased to be an option.
The group, known as the

Mt. Pleasant Community
Pool Supporters, started
their group in August 2015,
and has been developing a
ton of support to bring an
aquatic center to Mt. Pleas-
ant. The group’s Facebook
page now has more than
1,000 Facebook followers.
Lisa Sytsema, one of the
members of the group, said
the group has made more
overall progress than the
Facebook page suggests.
“We’ve had an active push

on our Facebook site this
past month for the purpose
of now having good infor-
mation to share,” Sytsema
said. “The amount of sup-
porters we have inMt. Pleas-
ant for an aquatic center are
significantly more than be-
fore.”
At this point, the group

had getting together sev-
eral times, most recently
in November and will meet
again in January. The group
is working on research to
find out how much money
they will need to build and
sustain the aquatic center,
where it will be located,
how it will be designed and
what kind of equipment it
will need.
Krystal Campbell, an-

other member of the group,
said they are in the middle

of doing research and await-
ing results from a feasibil-
ity study.
“While we did run an

aquatic survey (last year),
we got to a point where we
realized we needed to get
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Residents make progress with new pool plans
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The Rose Pool, seen here at the Rose Center on the campus
of Central Michigan University, closed in 2015to the public.
A group of Mt. Pleasant residents are working toward
getting a new pool in the area.
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This photo shows what the proposed mixed-use building at Parcel B on Broadway Street in Mt. Pleasant would look like.
The plan calls for commercial space on the first floor, and four other floors of apartments.

ByMindyNorton
The Morning Sun

City commissioners will
vote Monday on a proposed
Brownfield plan concern-
ing an apartment project
planned for downtown Mt.
Pleasant.
The amendment must

pass by a super majority,
meaning at least five of the
seven commissioners must
vote yes. One commissioner,
Lori Gillis, strongly opposes
the plan.
A public hearing also will

be held as part of the meet-
ing at City Hall.
Parcel B, located directly

west of City Hall on Broad-
way Street, has been vacant
land for years.
The city made develop-

ment of the land a priority
in the spring and the city’s
Economic Development
Corp. considered three pro-
posals, according to City
Manager Nancy Ridley. One
was from Mercantile Bank,
which wanted to put a bank
and offices there, moving
from its current location at
the corner of Broadway and
Main.
Another proposal was

from a local developer who
wanted to put in a mixed-
use building.
“Neither of the first two

met all of the expectations
that we had for that site.
They fell short in some way.
For instance,Mercantile was
a single-use facility. It had
no residential component to
it,” Ridley said.
The EDC suggested the

two work together and use
the land for both of the pro-
posals. “They tried to do
that, and eventually de-
cided that it couldn’t work,
because they had some con-
flicting goals,” Ridley said.
The third proposal was

from Maplegrove Property
Management of East Lan-
sing for a mixed-use proj-
ect with both commercial
space and apartments. That
got approved by the EDC be-
cause it met the goals of pro-
viding apartments in the
downtown and was mixed
use, Ridley said.
The City Commission in

July approved selling the
land for $30,000 to Mt.
Pleasant-410 W. Broadway,
a joint venture betweenMa-
plegrove Property Manage-
ment and Wieland Corp. of

Lansing.
It would include one floor

of commercial space and
four floors of apartments, 91
units in all, targeted toward
young professionals, empty
nesters and others. Rents
would range from $590 a
month for a 457-square-foot
studio apartment to $1,180
for a 1,040-square-foot, two-
bedroom. A 640-square-foot
one-bedroom apartment
would have a monthly rent
of $785, according to infor-
mation provided to the city.
However, the project will

not go forward if a Brown-
field agreement is not ap-
provedMonday. The Brown-
field agreement alsomust be
approved by the state.
In all, it is estimated $6

million in taxes would be
captured between now and
2036, according to Ridley.
The developers plan to

make a $12.5 million invest-
ment in the property, and
the Brownfield agreement
would give them about $4.8
million back over the course
of the agreement, she said.
The idea behind a Brown-

field is to reimburse devel-
opers for costs involved in
cleaning up contaminated

land or functionally obso-
lete buildings. The devel-
oper does the work, builds
the project, pays the prop-
erty taxes, and is reim-
bursed from those taxes to
cover the cost of the eligible
expenses.
For Gillis, the high cost of

the Brownfield is her main
concern.
Gillis said she specifically

asked city staff this summer
if the project would involve
a Brownfield. She was told
it wouldn’t.
“In the summer, it was for

them to purchase the prop-
erty, a beautiful riverfront
property, for $30,000. And I
figured OK, we are discount-
ing the price of the property
to incentivize the developer.
I asked at that time, ‘Is there
any Brownfields, tax abate-
ments?’ No. OK great, it
sounds like a goodway to go.
Six months later, we’re here,
being asked for a $7 million
rebate,” she said.
Gillis said she didn’t find

out about the Mercantile
proposal until last month,
and she would have liked to
have known about it sooner.
She wonders if that proj-
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PARCEL B PROJECT HINGES
ON BROWNFIELD VOTE

By Central Michigan University Public Relations

AnewAnderson Economic Group study of Cen-
tralMichiganUniversity in its 125th year puts the
economic impact of CMU onMichigan at $1.2 bil-
lion in fiscal year 2016. What’s more, CMU ac-
counts for the creation of nearly 12,000 jobs in
Michigan.
“This report emphasizes CMU’s importance to

the state’s economy: how our growth and Michi-
gan’s growth are intertwined and how residents,
businesses and communities benefit,” President
George Ross said. “To give this context, $1.2 bil-
lion a year is more than the $908million it would
cost to build theMackinac Bridge today,” he said.
Ross noted that the state is advancing along

with CMU. The Michigan Chamber of Com-
merce’s 2017 Economic Competitiveness Study
ranks Michigan 21st in the nation, up from 47th
in 2012.
“CMU is a great asset to all of us in Michi-

gan,” said Bill Weideman, chair of the university’s
Board of Trustees and retired chief financial of-
ficer of the Dow Chemical Co., now DowDuPont.
“This study affirms that by addressing signif-

icant unmet needs — for example, by creating
a school to train teachers in 1892 or opening a
College of Medicine in 2013 — CMU helps move
Michigan in the right direction.”
CMU also addedmechanical and electrical en-

gineering programs in 2004 to meet employer
needs and is working today to add environmen-
tal engineering.
The university’s trustees approved an updated
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Study: CMU
has $1.2B
impact on
Michigan

Drilling at area one of the Velsicol Superfund
Site in St. Louis has been completed by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.
A total of 276 of the underground heaters have

been installed to a depth of about 30 feet to heat
the soil to the boiling point of water, a news re-
lease stated on Thursday.
“The steam and chemicals in the soil will turn

into a vapor and will be captured and treated on-
site in a treatment plant,” it said.
The above-ground components, including the

treatment system, are about 50 percent complete.
The system is on schedule to be turned on in

January and air monitoring confirms that safety
measures are protecting workers and the com-
munity.
Air monitoring will continue for the duration

of the project and groundwater will be moni-
tored, controlled, cleaned on-site, and discharged
to the Pine River.
The EPA is planning a public availability ses-

sion in January and will provide more informa-
tion when available.

— Sean Bradley, The Morning Sun
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A marker at the former Velsicol Chemical
Corporation plant site in St. Louis instructing
people to stay away from the site.

Area 1 drilling
completed at Velsicol
Superfund Site
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