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BySusan Field
sfield@michigannewspapers.com
@sfield_msun on Twitter

Finally set to fix a por-
tion of Blanchard Road de-
stroyed in June’s flood, road
crews were delayed last
week by, of course, rain.
Components that will be

installed below the road be-
tween Crawford and Lincoln
in Lincoln Township are
on site and Isabella County
Road Commission Manager
Tony Casali had high hopes
that the project would be
completed by the end of last
week.
Instead, those high hopes

were dashed by a high water
table that only increased as
rain fell all day Wednesday,
which means workers will
have to pump out countless
gallons of water before con-
tractors can begin installing
the huge concrete boxes that
will replace the culverts de-
stroyed when rains flooded
roadways and low-lying ar-
eas in mid-June, causing
millions of dollars in dam-
age to infrastructure and
private property.
Rain earlier last week

postponed construction by
a few days for pumping wa-
ter but Wednesday’s precip-
itation slowed the project
even further.
As residents await the

road being fixed after it
washed out nearly five
months ago, road commis-
sioners were waiting for

funding from federal high-
way money that will pay for
80 percent of the $388,000
project, Casali said.
After heavy rains June 23

took out the culverts under
the roadway and washed it
out, road commission offi-
cials had a hydraulic study
done and came to the con-
clusion that using the con-
crete boxes - which came
in nine, eight-foot sections
with wing walls - would be
the best way to ensure the
road doesn’t collapse in an-
other hundred year flood,

Casali said.
Each piece is 72 feet long,

14 feet wide and nine feet
tall.
“You could park a car in

it,” Casali said.
Although seemingly huge,

that’s the size that theMichi-
gan Department of Environ-
mental Quality said needs to
be installed to cover any fu-
ture flood events, according
to Casali.
Before the June floods,

the culvert under the road
that moved water in the Salt
Creek was a 72-inch galva-

nized round cross culvert.
Once the new concrete

boxes are installed, much
more water will be able to
flow through without plug-
ging and causing water to
rise to the roadway.
Workers are expected to

pump water from the site
this week, and Casali said
construction probably won’t
be able to start until the end
of November, weather per-
mitting, because of the con-
crete that has to be poured
before the concrete boxes
can be installed.

ISABELLACOUNTY

MORE RAIN SLOWS REPAIRS

SUSAN FIELD — THE MORNING SUN

Workers started construction last week on Blanchard Road between Crawford and Lincoln roads but more rain raised the
water table, setting back the project because water has to be pumped out before work can continue.

ByRickMills
rmills@michigannewspapers.com
@RickMills2 on Twitter

Before paved roads, before modern subdivi-
sions, before the casino and its cash, the Sag-
inaw Chippewa Indian Reservation was a dis-
turbingly different place.
For many who grew up on the Isabella Indian

Reservation of 50 years ago and before, it was
the Tomah Road tree that symbolized the strug-
gle for survival amid poverty on flood-pronemud
roads in tiny houses without running water.
Cathy Chamberlain sparked those bygone

memories last week.
Answering the popular Facebook challenge to

MT. PLEASANT

Remembering
the Rez and the
Tomah Road tree

By Linda Gittleman
Special to The Sun

In January, the first phase of the Velsicol
Chemical plant site clean up will begin in St.
Louis.
Workers under the direction of Environmen-

tal Protection Agency will begin heating the
ground, treating the toxic chemicals and cap-
turing the fumes or gasses.
The process will take about 18 months and

will cover a less than two acre section of the site.
Even though volatile organic chemicals -

called VOCs - lie underground, EPA officials ex-
pect the $9.7 million project to be uneventful.
Still, community members are concerned

about possible snafus, said Scott Cornelius, who
served as the St. Louis project manager for the
Michigan Department of Environmental Qual-
ity before retiring and now serves as the Pine
River Task Force technical advisor.
Air monitoring on the site is chief among

those concerns, he said.
It was understood that air monitoring over

a period of time - chronic levels - would take
place but what if a more acute situation were

ST. LOUIS

Plans
tighten
for site
clean up

Water table now too high for Blanchard Road construction

Isabella County Road Commission Manager Tony Casali (left) and Road Commissioner Kelly
Beltinck stand in one of the sections of concrete box that will be installed under Blanchard
Road to ensure flooding will not destroy the road bed in the future.

Concerns ease over Velsicol plant
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He Didn’t Have to Learn to Live with the Pain
Marilyn and Brett Biddinger have been married for 29 years. Twenty-four years ago, an auto accident left
Brett a quadriplegic which also made him more susceptible to infections and pressure sores.

In October of 2012, a wound on Brett’s back initially appeared as a raised, hot sore under the skin at the
base of his spine. The Biddingers spent three years working with different wound clinics in the Grand
Rapids area, near their home in Perrinton.

“No one seemed to be aggressive about healing it,” Marilyn said. Finally their primary care physician
suggested they consult with the Wound Treatment Center at MidMichigan Medical Center - Gratiot. Brett
and Marilyn’s care team, headed by Infectious Disease Specialist, Jose Raygada, M.D., met the challenge
head on.

Brett was released in November, 2016 – less than two months after finishing hyperbaric oxygen therapy at the
Alma Wound Treatment Center. “Do we love the wound clinic in Alma? Yes we do!” Brett said. “We recommend
it to everyone.”
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MidMichigan’sWoundTreatment Centers

Locations in Alma, Midland and Mt. Pleasant.
Call toll free (877) 683-0800 or visit

www.midmichigan.org/woundcenter.
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Judith Neely, 79, of Mt.
Pleasant passed away
Tuesday, November
14, 2017, at McLaren
Central Michigan in Mt.
Pleasant. Cremation
has taken place and
a graveside interment
service will be held
at 12:30 p.m. Satur-
day, November 25, at
Highland Cemetery in
Gladwin. Following the
committal there will
be a celebration of life
at 2:30 p.m. at Jame-
son Hall on Bud Street

in Mt. Pleasant. Memorial contributions may be
made to Woodland Hospice or charity of the do-
nor’s choice. Judy was born January 17, 1938, in
Rogers City, Michigan, daughter of the late Mar-
vin L. and Sally P. (Hopson) Norton. In 1956 she
graduated from Gladwin Rural Agricultural High
School. She later graduated from Bay City Ju-
nior College in 1958. She married Howard Neely
in 1958 and together they raised three children,
Pamela, Douglas and Susan. Judy was employed
as a secretary at Central Michigan University for
21 years, retiring in 1998. She had many inter-
ests including bowling, cards with friends, bingo,
and socializing with her many wonderful friends.
But more than anything she enjoyed being with
her family. Judy was inducted into the Mt. Pleas-
ant Bowler’s Hall of Fame in 2002 which was a
great honor to her. She had an avid love for the
out-of-doors and all of nature (especially feeding
and enjoying all of her backyard birds). She was
a member of the Episcopalian faith. Judy is sur-
vived by two children, Douglas Neely of Mt. Pleas-
ant and Susan (Timothy) Steinouer of Pittsburgh,
;+6 ,7@ =>2$!#:83!>@$( 0>%<923 .@ /*299- 42%$@<(
Dylan E. (Sabrina) Granger, Howard J. Neely, Tori
Le Neely, and Samuel Jay Steinouer; two great-
grandchildren, Nash Haynes and Alyssa Neely; sis-
9@>( )29:@>8$@ /'278!- .@&5@ "? 08$=<?">!6 1>"9:-
er-in-law, Richard (Frances) Neely of Davison; and
several nieces and nephews. She was preceded
in death by her parents, Marvin and Sally Norton;
husband, Howard Neely; daughter, Pamela Neely;
one brother; and two grandsons, Douglas Michael
Neely Jr. and Joshua James Weaver. To leave a
condolence for the family or to sign the online guest
book please visit:

www.charlesRlux.com

NEELY, JUDITH I. (NORTON)

A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

share black and white pho-
tographs, Chamberlain dug
way back and posted one of
Tomah Road – including
the famed tree in the mid-
dle of the roadway – from
1968. Chamberlain lived in
the house on the right in
the photograph.
“Dirt road with a tree

in the middle of it,” she re-
called. “These were the
half-houses provided by the
federal government.”
Chamberlain, the wife

of former Tribal Coun-
cil member Alvin Cham-
berlain and mother of for-
mer Chief Kevin Cham-
berlain, recalled that the
half-houses had no running
water and no central heat.
Pot-belly stoves provided

wood heat, and a pump out-
side was the water source.
“The reservation was

known for that tree,” re-
membered B Dale Bird. “I
remember my uncles had a
hand pump outside a tar-
paper shack when I was a
kid.”
Other shared memories

include:
• Ellie Vanhorn: “Wow,

you have a picture of that

tree. Everybody was afraid
to take a picture of it. I re-
member women would tell
me it was haunted, so I
never took a picture. I be-
lieved.”
• Kelly Chamberlain:

“Our house was built in
the ‘30s and one of the first
council meeting offices and
meeting places.”
• Jean Nettleton: “I so re-

member that dirt road and
tree, going to camp meet-
ings with my grandma.”
• Karen Gulch: “I re-

member coming there and
staying overnight. You
wore coats to stay warm,
and yes, the outhouse.”
• Marci Potts: “You

wouldn’t think that could
exist in this country, but it
still does on many West-
ern reservations and in
the mountains of the Ap-
palachians. In a country so
wealthy, it shouldn’t exist.”
• Patricia Chamber-

lain: “Sure brings back
memories, mom and dad
Chamberlain on the curve.
Spending lots of weekends
there… remember when
Old Falcon started on fire
and Grandma Elsie pump-
ing water like mad to put
it out. She sure could move
fast. And the outhouse… re-
member the boys tipping it
over and Bobby in it.”
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COURTESY PHOTOGRAPH FROM FACEBOOK

Cathy Chamberlain of Mt. Pleasant sparked memories of
the Isabella Indian Reservation last week with a Facebook
posting of Tomah Road and its famed tree from 1968.

to occur? What if vapors or
gasses escaped due to an
equipment failure, perhaps
putting the public health at
risk?
Theo Von Wallmenich,

who works for CH2MHill,
a company hired by the
EPA to help on the Super-
fund sites, put those fears
to rest at a task force meet-
ing this week.
He showed off the air

monitoring gadgets that
will be in place but also ex-
plained that the whole sys-
tem is geared for warning

about what he called “up-
sets.”
The system can sense

and detect leaks and what
the pressure is at any given
time. It can, if needed, shut
itself down immediately.
Even in the middle of the

night.
“Everything is backed

up,” Von Wallmenich said.

“Operators will be able to
respond to the upset.”
Three operators will be

living nearby and they will
know if something goes
wrong and respond.
Another concern, how-

ever slight, is the planning
for an emergency evacua-
tion. Has that been done?
members wanted to know.

Emergency plans are
now in the works but have
not been completed yet,
the task force was told.
Von Wallmenich was at

pains to stress that such a
scenario was extremely un-
likely.
“We don’t want to scare

anyone,” he said. “ (Resi-
dents) should not be con-

cerned that there would be
an evacuation.”
A website now under

construction will be op-
erating in January. Those
interested can access the
Velsicol Chemical Corp.
Superfund site for the lat-
est information that will
include air monitoring re-
sults.
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By EdWhite
Of The Associated Press

DETROIT » A priest who
wasn’t allowed to preach
instead turned his ears
and heart to the needy.
Now, decades after his
death, Solanus Casey is on
a path to sainthood, cel-
ebrated as an incredibly
humble man who brought
people to God.
Father Solanus, as he

was known, was beati-
fied Saturday at a Mass
attended by more than
60,000 people at a sta-
dium in Detroit where he
spent much of his minis-
try. Pope Francis said he
met the requirements to
earn the title of “blessed,”
especially after a woman
from Panama was in-
stantly cured of a chronic
skin disease while she
prayed at his tomb in 2012.
The woman, Paula Me-

dina Zarate, had a formal
role at the Mass, placing
a cross in front of a por-
trait of Father Solanus af-
ter Italian Cardinal An-
gelo Amato read a de-
cree by the pope, who
described the priest as a
“humble and faithful dis-
ciple of Christ, tireless in
serving the poor.”
Father Solanus can be

made a saint in the years
ahead if a second miracle
is attributed to him. He’s
only the second U.S.-born
man to be beatified by the
Roman Catholic Church,
joining the Rev. Stanley
Rother, a priest killed in
Guatemala’s civil war, who
was beatified in Oklahoma
in September.
One U.S.-born woman

has been beatified and two
others have been declared
saints.
“It’s a great event,” De-

troit Archbishop Allen Vi-
gneron said ahead of the
Mass. “It’s hard to com-
municate how vivid and
real the presence of Fa-
ther is to our community.”
Even 60 years after

his death, “people don’t
say, ‘I’m going to Father’s
tomb,’” Vigneron told The
Associated Press. “They
say, ‘I’m going to talk to
Father.’”
Father Solanus, a native

of Oak Grove, Wisconsin,
joined the Capuchin reli-
gious order in Detroit in
1897 and was ordained a
priest seven years later.
But there were conditions:
Because of academic
struggles, he was prohib-
ited from giving homilies
at Mass and couldn’t hear
confessions.
“He accepted it,” said

the Rev. Martin Pable,
86, a fellow Capuchin.
“He believed whatever
God wants, that’s what he
would do.”
He served for 20 years

in New York City and
nearby Yonkers before
the Capuchins transferred
him back to the St. Bo-
naventure Monastery in
Detroit in 1924. Wearing a
traditional brown hooded
robe and sandals, Father
Solanus worked as a por-
ter or doorkeeper for the
next two decades, but his
reputation for holiness far

exceeded his modest title.
The unemployed shared

their anxieties with Father
Solanus, the parents of
wayward kids sought his
advice, and the ill and ad-
dicted asked him to urge
God to heal them.
As he listened, he took

notes that were later
turned into typewritten
volumes of his work.
Later in life, when Fa-

ther Solanus was sta-
tioned at a seminary in
Huntington, Indiana ,
Detroiters boarded buses
for a four-hour ride just to
see the man with a wispy
white beard.
Mail piled up from

across the country.
“He had a gentle pres-

ence. He left people with a
wonderful feeling of peace
inside their hearts,” Pable
said. “He would say, ‘Let’s
just pray about this and
see what God wants to
do.’ Some people were not
healed. He told them to
bear their problems with
God’s help.”
Father Solanus, who

died in 1957, also co-
founded the Capuchin
Soup Kitchen, which
serves up to 2,000 meals
a day to Detroit’s poor.
The Capuchins built

a center that bears his
name and explains his life
story.
The public is invited to

pray and leave handwrit-
ten pleas atop his tomb.
Father Solanus’ name is
invoked by many people
who attend a weekly ser-
vice for the sick.
Shirley Wilson, 78, said

she regularly prayed to Fa-
ther Solanus to help her
nephew get a kidney. He
got one a few weeks ago.
“It was a perfect match,”

she said. “I believe in mir-
acles.”
Vigneron hopes Father

Solanus will inspire peo-
ple to show mercy toward
others.
“We need to care for the

poor and give them a high
priority,” the archbishop
said. “Father was very lov-
ing and understanding to
people who came to him
with their troubles.”

REGION

‘Faithful’ priest beatified by Catholic church
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People pray at the tomb of Father Solanus Casey in Detroit.

DETROIT NEWS — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

This 1954file photo shows Father Solanus Casey, a
member of the Capuchin Franciscan Order of St. Joseph.

CARLOS OSORIO — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO

Archbishop Allen Vigneron, left, and Michael Sullivan,
Provincial Minister of the Capuchin Franciscan Province
of St. Joseph, pray at the tomb of Father Solanus Casey
in Detroit. The Detroit priest, who is credited with helping
cure a woman with a skin disease, was beatified by the
Roman Catholic Church, a major step toward sainthood,
Saturday.

BATTLE CREEK,MICH.
(AP)» A southern Mich-
igan man has been or-
dered to stand trial in
the carbon monoxide
death of his girlfriend’s
11-year-old daughter last
March.
Harold Ward, of Battle

Creek, was bound over for
trial last week on charges
of involuntary manslaugh-
ter and second-degree
child abuse in the death
of Chloe Stevens.
Police say Ward, 45, was

running an upholstery

business and living in the
back of the shop with his
girlfriend, Sandee Con-
fer, and her daughter. The
building lost power, so
Ward used a gas-powered
generator in the building
to power a kerosene heater
but failed to properly vent
the fumes.
A neighbor discovered

all three unconscious and
they were taken to a hospi-
tal. Ward and Sandee Con-
fer recovered, but Chloe
died the next day.
Prosecutors contend

that Ward showed gross
negligence even if he
didn’t mean to cause any-
one harm.
“There is enough infor-

mation out there for peo-
ple to know not to run a
generator in an enclosed
area,” said prosecutor Da-
vid Gilbert. “It is not a
question of if someone will
be hurt, but when.”
Ward’s lawyer, John

Vincent, said the death
was an accident, not a
crime.
“He is not responsible,”

Vincent said. “He bor-
rowed it and never oper-
ated it before and didn’t
know how it worked. The
generator was put into
the garage portion of the
building without instruc-
tions. He also almost died.
If he knew what he was
doing he would not have
put himself at risk and
everyone else. It’s a bogus
charge.”
Ward is out of jail on

a personal recognizance
bond. A trial date hasn’t
been set.
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Man to stand trial in child’s carbon monoxide death
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