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BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

Work on cleaning up the Vel-
sicol superfund site in St. Louis
continues.
The in-place thermal treat-

ment system used to treat the
toxic chemicals and capture gas-
ses is still under construction but
should be done around mid-Feb-
ruary depending on the weather,
according to Tom Alcamo, En-
vironmental Protection Agency
Project Manager.
A session was held Wednesday

at St. Louis city hall by the EPA
to update the public on the proj-
ect’s progress.
October is approximately the

time when the treatment system
at an acre of the site south of the
Pine River will be completed and
the ground will be reseeded.
The entire capturing process

ST. LOUIS

Construction
for Velsicol
site on track

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

The public will have a chance
to voice opinions in regard to a
draft of Alma’s medical mari-
juana ordinance.
A major change between this

draft and the one introduced to
the planning commission in No-
vember is that facilities for cul-
tivation, safety and compliance,
production and transport ser-
vice cannot be located within 500
feet of any residential zoned dis-
trict and within 300 feet of any
city park or kindergarten through
12th grade school.
A public hearing will take place

at 5:30 p.m. on March 12 in the
commission chambers at the
Alma Municipal Building at 525
E. Superior St.
“We’ve worked a long time on

this and we’ve tried to come up
with something people can make

ALMA

Medical
marijuana
hearing set

LISA YANICK LITWILLER — THE MORNING SUN

Agnes McDonald (left) and Judy Hayes, along with Sue Smith (not pictured), have placed handmade and store-bought winter gear on the
tree in front of Downtown Drugs Soda Shoppe in Mt. Pleasant; the items are free for anyone in need.

By Lisa Yanick Litwiller
llitwiller@michigannewspapers.com
@yanicklitwiller on Twitter

With winter here, the trees
in downtown Mt. Pleasant are
empty of anything exceptmaybe
Christmas lights, save for one: in
front of the Downtown Drugs
Soda Shoppe, one tree is full of
hats, gloves, scarves and other
cold-weather necessities.
The plastic bags filled with

mostly hand-made items are
free for the taking for anyone
in need, courtesy of the women
working inside the historic
downtown business.
“We have a lot of homeless

people and a lot of working
poor people,” said Agnes Mc-
Donald, who works at the soda
shop counter and spearheaded
the initiative.

“I had a lot of yarn, and I saw
on television where people in
other cities were leaving things
on fences for people to take.”
McDonald began crocheting

hats, scarves and other items
while Judy Hayes, who also
works in the soda shop, and Sue
Smith, a pharmacy employee in
the back half of the store, started
sewing and buying winter gear
as well.
The three women placed

items in bags —along with tis-
sues in each package— and hung
them on the tree in front of the
store on Broadway, free for the
taking starting last week.
They said they’ve watched

a couple of passerbys stop and
grab something off the tree, but
noticed on Monday that many
items had been claimed over the
weekend.

“(Max & Emily’s) servesmeals
for free on Sundays to homeless
and other people who might
have more needs,” McDonald
said.
“We’ll make sure we have

more out for the weekends.”
As Hayes and McDonald

served lunchWednesday, several
customers stopped in to com-
ment on the tree filled with win-
ter gifts, marveling at the kind-
ness and thanking the women

for their efforts to help others.
“It’s just kind of to help some

people out, like a calling by
God,” McDonald said.
“We thought we’d try to bless

others,” Hayes said.
Anyone can add their own

winter gear gifts to the tree as
well; thewomen suggested pack-
aging hats, gloves, blankets or
scarves in plastic bags so things
stay dry, and to label the bags
with what is inside.

MT. PLEASANT

Once there was a tree...

ByRickMills
rmills@michigannewspapers.com
@RickMills2 on Twitter

Eight months after the news-
paper was dismissed from a law-
suit filed by a Mt. Pleasant attor-
ney, an Isabella judge has nixed
the case and dropped charges
against all others accused of li-
beling, defaming and conspiring
against Todd Levitt.
Attorneys for the Morning

Sun won dismissal of the case
against the newspaper last May,
after a rare move asking appel-
late judges to reverse Isabella
Judge Paul Chamberlain while
the case was still being argued
in county court.
On Tuesday, Chamberlain – re-

lying heavily on free-speech is-
sues as argued in the newspa-
per’s appeal – dropped charges
against an attorney and three
others who Levitt almost three
years ago said had illegally de-
famed him in the wake of an-
other lawsuit over similar issues.
“Judge Chamberlain’s decision

is a timely reminder that truth-
ful statements are protected by
the First Amendment, which
prevents a person from suing/
shooting the messenger sim-
ply because they don’t like the
message,” said Robin Luce Her-
rmann, of the Butzel Long law
firm in Bloomfield Hills, who rep-
resented the Morning Sun.
Levitt, a Mt. Pleasant attor-

ney and former Central Michigan

University instructor, first sued
Zachary Felton, then a CMU stu-
dent, over a parody Twitter ac-
count that the attorney claimed
caused him irreparable harm
and the loss of a teaching posi-
tion.
Chamberlain eventu-

ally dismissed that suit,
ruling that the account
was protected by the free
speech clause of the First
Amendment.
Levitt next sued the

newspaper, attorney Gor-
don Bloem, who had rep-
resented Felton, former
CMU instructor Kenneth San-
ney and Felton’s father, James,
also a CMU instructor.
Levitt sought in excess of $1

million in damages against the
newspaper and each of the other
defendants, including Morning
Sun staff writer Lisa Yanick Lit-
willer.
Chamberlain dismissed Lev-

itt’s lawsuit in ruling in sepa-
rate motions for summary dispo-
sition, one from Bloem and an-

other covering the other
remaining defendants.
“As held by the Michi-

gan Court of Appeals, this
article was substantially
true,” Chamberlain wrote
in his ruling. “Therefore,
Mr. Bloem’s statements
did not attribute to Mr.
Levitt characteristics,
conduct of beliefs that

were false or placed Levitt in a
false position. Plaintiff has failed
to raise a genuine issue of ma-
terial fact as to plaintiff’s claim

for false light, and so defendant’s
motion for summary disposition
is granted.”
Chamberlain used similar

wording in dismissing charges
against the others, saying Lev-
itt had not met the “extreme
standard” required by appellate
courts in such suits and had not
proven “extreme and outrageous”
conduct.
Bloem said he was most

pleased for the Feltons.
“I am particularly happy for

the Felton family who have been
dealing with this situation since
2014,” he said.
In the suit filed by his attorney,

John Devine, of Mt. Pleasant,
Levitt claimed that the Morn-
ing Sun’s reporting of the law-
suit Levitt filed against Zachary
Felton, who started a Twitter ac-

MT. PLEASANT

Levitt defamation suit dismissed

Giving tree full of free winter gear in front of Drugs Soda Shoppe

Levitt

Morning Sun’s part in case also dropped last May
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“Wehave a lot of homeless people and
a lot ofworking poor people. I had a lot
of yarn, and I sawon televisionwhere
people in other citieswere leaving things
on fences for people to take.”
Agnes McDonald, Downtown Drugs Soda Shoppe employee and a founder
of the tree
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Dixie Gallagher, 81, of
Mt. Pleasant passed
away Tuesday, January
9, 2018, at Woodland
Hospice House. Her
funeral will be held at
11 a.m. Saturday, Jan-
uary 13, at Zion Lu-
theran Church, 3401
E. River Rd., with Pas-
tor Benjamin Ulledalen
#C-$<2><%A) 3%>DB'D%>
will immediately follow
at Calvary Cemetery
concluding with a lun-
cheon at the church.
The family will re-

ceive friends at the church on Friday from 2-4 &
6-8 p.m. and on Saturday one hour prior to the
service. Memorial contributions may be made to
Zion Lutheran Church Pre-School. Envelopes will
be available at the church or at Charles R. Lux
Family Funeral Home. Dixie was born August 31,
1936, in Mt. Pleasant, daughter of the late Del-
mar C. and Hazel M. (Block) Harless. She mar-
ried Edward Gallagher on December 26, 1964 at
Sacred Heart Parish. She enjoyed playing bingo,
watching nature, telling jokes, country music, and
spending time with her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. She was a hard worker, not only
raising her children, but helping her husband, Ed-
ward, on the farm. Dixie is survived by her two
children, Michael (Anne) Harless of Lake George,
Julie Gallagher (Bill Sian) of Mt. Pleasant; three
granddaughters, Jessica Harless, Jacquelyn Galla-
gher, and Angel Sian; two great granddaughters,
*B##64&% 52B4D@@ 2%" ,"24&%% ,%"DB@D%8 -9D @<0-
lings, Marilyn ‘Judy’ Webber of Mt. Pleasant, Joan
Brocki of North Carolina, Virginia Williams of Cal-
ifornia, Richard (Janice) Harless of Mt. Pleasant,
and Larry (Grace) Harless of Clarksville, TN; and
numerous nieces and nephews. She was preceded
in death by her parents, Delmar and Hazel Harless;
husband, Edward Gallagher; daughter, Janice Gal-
lagher; and siblings, Robert Harless, Gary Harless,
and Helen Dawn Keller. To leave a condolence for
the family or to sign the online guest book please
visit:

www.CharlesRLux.com

GALLAGHER, DIXIE BELLE (HARLESS)

age 94, of Alma, MI,
passed away on Wed.,
Jan. 10, 2018. Visita-
tion for Ramona will
be held today, Thurs.,
Jan. 11 from 2 to 4
and 6 to 8 p.m. at the
Dewey Funeral Home in
Alma. Her funeral ser-
vice will be held at Ma-
sonic Pathways on Fri.,
Jan 12, at 1:30 p.m.
with Pastor Steve Swem
#C-$<2><%A) *;B<24 (<44
follow in Riverside
Cemetery. Ramona was
born on Sept. 3, 1923

in Texas to Pedro and Matiana (Diaz) Aleman. She
was a loving homemaker and was known to many
as “Mama” or “Grandma”. Surviving Ramona are
her 6 children (all of Alma): Johnny Guerrero, Molly
(Adislado) Garcia, Rita “Jane” Castillo, Judy Nieto,
Mary (Francisco, Jr.) Martinez, and Chris Guer-
rero; 37 grandchildren; 93 great grandchildren; 19
great great grandchildren; and 1 great great great
grandchild; 2 brothers, Daniel (Jean) Aleman and
Juan Aleman; and 1 sister, Elma (Wally) Gonza-
lez. Preceding Ramona in death were Cayetano
Guerrero and their two sons, Celestino and Flavio
Guerrero. Memorial contributions may be made to
the family. The family is being served by the Dewey
Funeral Home of Alma.

GUERRERO, RAMONA A.

70, of Waverly, NY, passed away peacefully on
Monday, January 8, 2018 at ElderWood at Wa-
verly. She was born on July 21, 1947 in Alma, MI,
the daughter of the late Keith and Jean (Clark)
7?2() 1<$6< (2@ 2 @#$<24 0;>>DB+& 2> =4"DB/##"
at Waverly, where she loved visiting with all those
around her. She was very fond of the staff on the
.>? +##B (?DBD @?D BD@<"D") 1<$6< D%:#&D" @!D%"<%A
time playing Bingo, attending the music concerts,
and being a part of any activity that was taking
place. She is predeceased by her husband, William
M. Harding, brother, Philip Shaw, and brother-in-
law, Patrick Tank. Vicki Lee is survived by her sis-
ters and brothers-in-law, Carol and Ralph Meyer of
South Waverly, PA, Patricia and Kenneth Burkey of
Missoula, MT, Suzanne and James DeVries of Little
Rock, AK, and Nancy and David Beery of Louis-
ville, CO, sister-in-law, Paula Shaw of Saginaw, MI,
and many nieces, nephews, and cousins. A private
family graveside service will be held at a later date.
Burial will be in Riverside Cemetery, Alma, MI.
Memorial donations may be made in Vicki’s mem-
ory to: ElderWood at Waverly, 4th Floor Activities
Fund, 37 N. Chemung Street, Waverly, NY 14892.
The family wishes to thank all the staff for the ex-
ceptional care given to Vicki during her time there.
For those wishing to sign the E-guestbook or send
condolences may do so by visiting

www.LoweryFuneralHome.com

HARDING, VICKI LEE

count that parodied Levitt,
contained defaming state-
ments and a headline that
was inaccurate.
Devine also said in the

suit that Bloem also de-

famed Levitt by saying
publicly that Levitt is un-
ethical. In the suit, Lev-
itt maintained that Bloem
gave quotes to the Morning
Sun that defamed him, in
part by telling the Morn-
ing Sun that Felton’s legal
team believed Levitt was
unethical because he mar-
keted himself by using a

“Top College Lawyer” web-
site, which awarded Levitt
a “top lawyer” prize.
In a deposition during

court proceedings against
Felton, Levitt admitted
that he created the Top
College Lawyer website.
The suit also claimed

that Senney and James
Felton, both instructors

at CMU, intentionally in-
flicted emotional distress
by calling Levitt a “clown”
while walking in front of
Levitt’s office just north of
the CMU campus.
Levitt also said that San-

ney and James Felton then
taped a verbal altercation
that ensued outside Levitt’s
office, uploaded, edited and

posted a sound cloud on a
campus-wide Reddit ac-
count, “or in the alterna-
tive,” allowed it to be done,
according to the suit.
“I am being sued be-

cause I aggressively, ethi-
cally, and successfully rep-
resented my client, Zach-
ary Felton, in the frivolous
lawsuit brought byMr. Lev-

itt against him,” Bloem
said earlier in the suit. “I
am also being sued because
I followed through on my
duty to report Mr. Levitt’s
unethical behavior to the
Attorney Grievance Com-
mission.”
Devine did not respond

to an inquiry seeking com-
ment.

Suit
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will take about 18 months
and will cover a less than
two acre section of the site.
“This is a first remedy

of the site itself,” Alcamo
said. “What this will do is
help with treatment ofe the

groundwater in the contam-
inated site.”
A website for residents to

track the project’s progress
is on track to be completed
and online later this month.
“We’re happy to see

it going forward,” said
city manager Kurt Giles.
The major issue with the
project is looking long-
term, Alcamo said.

“We don’t want the river
contaminated by chemicals
next to the site,” he said.
“All the risk now is at the
plant site.”
The heating project hap-

pening now costs approx-
imately $13 million, in-
cluding for design of the
cleanup, constructionman-
agement and paying con-
tractor CH2M and engi-

neering firm TerraThern,
which is conducting the ac-
tual heating of the soil, ac-
cording to Alcamo.
“There’s a steady stream

of money coming (in future
years),” he said. “I just don’t
know how much.”
Designs for the site years

fromnowhave already been
created.
Other sites planned for

work include west of M-46
and Weston Street, and
a section north of North
Street and northeast of the
city’s wastewater treatment
plant.
“I would hope within the

next 10 years, we would be
done with all the construc-
tion activities,” Alcamo
said. “It’s really how much
money they give me.”

Site
FROMPAGE 1

comments on,” said Aeric
Ripley, Assistant City Man-
ager and Downtown Devel-
opment Authority Director.
After the hearing, the

planning commission will
have to vote to recommend
the ordinance to the city
commission.
The planning commis-

sion can approve, deny, or
deny with comments. If
approved, the ordinance

would go to the city com-
mission for its approval,
denial, or denial with com-
ments and sent back to the
planning commission to
make changes.
If the city commission’s

approval occurs, applicants
can apply through the state
with the city for a license.
Other than the change,

the ordinance remains the
same as it was presented in
November.
Those seeking to estab-

lish one of the five types of
businesses can apply with
the city once it finalizes its

ordinance and that it meets
standards of the Michigan
Licensing Agency and Reg-
ulatory Affairs.
On Dec. 15, LARA offi-

cially began receiving ap-
plications from entities
seeking medical marijuana
licenses.
In Alma’s draft ordi-

nance, there is no limit on
the number of grower, pro-
cessor, secure transporter
or safety compliance dis-
pensary licenses permitted,
however there is a limit of
up to five permits for dis-
pensaries.

Other communities in
central Michigan are mov-
ing forward on creating or-
dinances and distributing
licenses.
In December, Wise

Township in Isabella
County approved a medi-
cal marijuana ordinance
and on Friday approved
three medical marijuana
business licenses.
On Monday, the Mt.

Pleasant City Commission
voted to allow city staff to
start working on a draft
medical marijuana ordi-
nance.

Hearing
FROMPAGE 1

ByDavid Eggert
Of The Associated Press

LANSING»Republican busi-
nessman Sandy Pensler said
Wednesday he contributed
$5 million to his campaign
for U.S. Senate, giving a jolt
to a race in which the GOP
is hoping to defeat incum-
bent Democrat Debbie Sta-
benow but has struggled to
find a proven, top-tier can-
didate.
The announcement came

a week after former Michi-
gan Supreme Court Justice
Bob Young left the race. He
said conservatives should
quickly coalesce around a
“consensus” candidate so
the party can focus on win-

ning the seat in November.
Also running are Iraq

War veteran and Detroit
business executive John
James and historic preser-
vationist Bob Carr.
“Republicans now

have an impressive
candidate with real
business experience
and the resources
to hold Debbie Sta-
benow accountable
for her four decades
of double talk as a
career politician,”
said Pensler spokesman
Tom Shields.
Stabenow, who declined

to address the criticism,
has about $8 million on
hand after raising $1.9 mil-

lion in the last quarter, her
campaign said Wednesday.
She coasted to re-election in
2012 and 2006 and is seek-
ing a fourth term. Pensler

lives in Grosse
Pointe and founded
an investment group
that owns fourman-
ufacturing plants.
He joined the race
in November and
said then he would
spend millions of
his own money to
run. He has not

held elective office but ran
unsuccessfully for a Lan-
sing-area U.S. House seat 25
years ago. James, an execu-
tive in his family’s logistics
business, had $216,000 as

of Sept. 30 — shortly after
he launched his campaign.
He announced Wednesday
that his campaign co-chairs
are lawyer and former
Kent County GOP chair-
man John Inhulsen, De-
troit-area businesswoman
Lauren Rakolta and for-
mer state Senate Majority
Leader Randy Richardville.
Heading up fundraising are
real estate developers Joey
Agree and Charlie Secchia.
James campaign manager
Tori Sachs said he is as-
sembling an “army” of sup-
porters and donors and had
a “strong” quarter of fund-
raising. Campaign-finance
reports are due at the end
of January.

STATE

Pensler gives $5M to jumpstart U.S. Senate campaign

Pensler

ByMary Clare Jalonick
Of The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » Presi -
dent Donald Trump said
Wednesday that it “seems
unlikely” that he’d give an
interview in special coun-
sel Robert Mueller’s inves-
tigation into potential co-
ordination between Russia
and the Trump campaign.
Trump said “we’ll see

what happens” when asked
if he’d provide an interview
to Mueller’s team.
“When they have no col-

lusion and nobody’s found
any collusion at any level,
it seems unlikely that you’d
even have an interview,”
Trump said during a joint
news conference with the
prime minister of Norway.
The special counsel’s

team of investigators has
expressed interest in speak-
ing with Trump, but no de-
tails have been worked
out. Trump’s lawyers have
previously stated their de-
termination to cooperate
with requests in the probe,
which has already resulted
in charges against four of
Trump’s campaign advis-
ers.
Trump called the investi-

gation a “phony cloud” over
his administration.
“It has hurt our govern-

ment,” he said. “It was a
Democrat hoax.”
The comments come af-

ter Trump had already
lashed out at the investiga-
tions on Twitter Wednes-
day morning, urging Re-
publicans to take control of
the inquiries and repeating
his claim that they are on a
“witch hunt.”
“There was no collusion,

everybody including the
Dems knows there was no
collusion, & yet on and on
it goes,” he tweeted. “Rus-
sia & the world is laughing

at the stupidity they are
witnessing. Republicans
should finally take control!”
In a separate tweet

Wednesday morning ,
Trump accused Democratic
Sen. Dianne Feinstein of
being “underhanded and a
disgrace” for disclosing de-
tails of a dossier of allega-
tions about his ties to Rus-
sia during the presidential
campaign.
A day earlier, Feinstein,

who faces a primary chal-
lenge in her re-election this
year, released the tran-
script of the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee’s closed-
door August interviewwith
an official from the politi-
cal opposition research
firm Fusion GPS, which
commissioned the dossier.
She released the transcript
of Glenn Simpson’s inter-
view over the objections
of the committee’s Repub-
lican chairman, Iowa Sen.
Chuck Grassley. She is the
top Democrat on the panel.
“The fact that Sneaky Di-

anne Feinstein, who has on
numerous occasions stated
that collusion between
Trump/Russia has not been
found, would release testi-
mony in such an under-
handed and possibly ille-
gal way, totally without au-
thorization, is a disgrace,”
Trump tweeted. “Must have
tough Primary!”
Thematerial wasn’t clas-

sified, and Feinstein said
Wednesday that she didn’t
do anything illegal. And as
the top Democrat on the
committee, she didn’t need
authorization from Grass-
ley to release it.
Her staff helped conduct

the interview with Simp-
son, who had also asked
for the interview to be re-
leased.
Still, the release was a

blow the two lawmakers’

earlier attempts at biparti-
sanship on the committee’s
Russia investigation. Fein-
stein told reporters that
she didn’t tell Grassley be-
forehand, and “I owe him
an apology and I will give
him an apology as soon as
I see him.”
Grassley said in an angry

news release on Tuesday
that he was “confounded”
by the release and argued
that it could undermine
attempts to get additional
witnesses. By Wednesday
he appeared to have soft-
ened, saying he was con-
tinuing to negotiate wit-
nesses with Feinstein in
the Russia probe.
“Listen, I screw up reg-

ularly and she doesn’t owe
me an apology,” Grassley
said.
Trump has derided the

dossier as a politically mo-
tivated hit job. Following
his lead, several GOP-led
committees are now inves-
tigating whether the dos-
sier formed the basis for

the FBI’s initial investiga-
tions. That has angered
Democrats, who say those
charges are distractions
from the Russia investiga-
tions.
In a statement accom-

panying the release of the
transcript, Feinstein said
that she was trying to set
the record straight after
speculation about the in-
terview.
“The innuendo and mis-

information circulating
about the transcript are
part of a deeply troubling
effort to undermine the in-
vestigation into potential
collusion and obstruction
of justice,” she said.
“The only way to set the

record straight is to make
the transcript public.”
Feinstein also sits on the

Senate intelligence com-
mittee, which is conduct-
ing its own investigation
into the Russian interfer-
ence and whether Trump’s
campaign was in any way
involved.

WASHINGTON

Trump says it ‘seems unlikely’
he’ll give Mueller interview

EVAN VUCCI — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump listens during a meeting with
lawmakers on immigration policy in the Cabinet Room
of the White House on Tuesday in Washington. Trump
is lashing out at Sen. Dianne Feinstein for releasing the
transcript of an interview with the co-founder of a political
opposition firm that commissioned a dossier of allegations
about Trump’s presidential campaign and Russia.
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