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A January vote for officers
overseeing an Isabella County
gun club will stand after a judge
denied amotion challenging the
validity of the election amid a
battle for control of the Black
Creek Conservation Club.
A lawsuit filed last summer

by longtime members and of-
ficers contends the eastern Is-
abella County club was being
taken over by militia members
who sought to change the ini-
tiatives and direction.
A court-ordered election on

Jan. 8 – which included a spe-
cific voting procedure laid out
by Isabella County Judge Eric

Janes — saw representatives
from the defendants’ side re-
soundingly defeat plaintiff can-
didates for office.
After, the plaintiffs asked the

court to order a new election or
nullify 54 votes they say were
cast by club president Bruce
Eggars by proxy, unfairly earn-
ing the defendant slate of offi-
cers the board positions, accord-
ing to court records.
Eggars – who is the president-

elect and also served in the po-
sition last year – and his slate of
candidates won their seats by 30
or more votes, though the plain-
tiffs in the case contend with-
out the proxy votes the election
would have gone the other way.
The motion for a new elec-

tion or invalidation of some of

the votes also contends that the
club’s bylaws do not specifically
allow for proxy votes.
Additionally, the plaintiffs

claimed that Eggars solicited
his proxies rather than allow-
ing the club to assign a proxy
for members not in attendance
for the vote.
In response, the defendants

noted that Judge Janes’s order
included a stipulation thatmem-
bers would vote in person or by
proxy, and that plaintiffs could
have raised the issue with the
court before the election.
“Michigan statute allows for

voting by proxy. The Court Or-
der allows for voting by proxy,”
the response reads, noting that
the plaintiffs themselves also
solicited votes by proxy at the

membership meeting.
“The judge indicated that (the

plaintiffs) wanted a clean elec-
tion and in the judge’s opinion
they received a clean election;
they just didn’t like the results,”
said defense attorney Byron
“Pat” Gallagher.
Janes ruled the election was

legitimate and that the plaintiffs
weren’t able to show any legal or
factual basis proving the elec-
tion was not fair.
A jury trial in the lawsuit is

set for April 23, though Galla-
gher expects to file amotion ask-
ing the judge to dismiss the case
before that date.
In the meantime, Gallagher

said it will be business as usual
for the club, which has a regular
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Former Central Michigan Uni-
versity First Lady Louise Plachta,
who in recent
years entertained
Morning Sun read-
ers with a weekly
column of wisdom
and commentary,
has died under
hospice care after
a short illness.
Plachta, 92, was

a supporter and
benefactor of countless CMU pro-
grams and students who, along
with her husband, made the do-
nations that saw the university’s
main auditorium inWarrinerHall
named for them.
She had remained active in the

Mt. Pleasant and university com-
munities after Leonard Plachta’s
presidency and after his death at
age 78 in 2008.
In 2012, the Dr. Leonard E.

and Louise A. Plachta Fund was
established as a community im-
pact fund to support projects that
are not covered by other funds at
theMt. Pleasant Area Community
Foundation.
“We wanted our money to sup-
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Work continues on containing contaminants at the Velsicol plant site in St. Louis.

Testing of the heating system
being constructed at the Velsicol
plant site in St. Louis should be-
gin the week of Feb. 19.
If the equipment is work-

ing properly, heating of the soil
should begin the week of Feb.
26, according to an email Thurs-
day from Diane Russell, EPA
Community Involvement Coor-
dinator.
A web page for the public to

obtain information on the in-
place thermal treatment sys-
tem, includingmonitoring data,

is nearly complete.
An internet web link will be

provided in the near future with
a short tutorial video to help
people learn how to navigate
the web page.
Design work continues in

area two of the plant site that
will undergo the same in-place
thermal treatment for contami-
nated soil at a later date.
St. Louis city officials have

begun testing of the two new
wells installed last year to pro-
vide additional water to the Gra-

tiot Area Water Authority.
A two-year ecological study

by Michigan State University in
the Pine River downstream from
the St. Louis dam is complete,
according to Russell.
The ecological study supports

the feasibility study, which has
yet to be completed but will de-
scribe and evaluate cleanup al-
ternatives for the portion of
the river downstream from the
dam.
“We’re looking at it in phases.

We’re moving forward on what

we’re going to do next on the
downstream portion. This is one
of a few studies to understand
what needs to be done down
there,” Russell said.
The EPA and Michigan De-

partment of Environmental
Quality expect an update on
the feasibility study from MSU
by spring.
Once the results of the study

are evaluated, a determination
as to the next stepswill bemade.

— Sean Bradley, Morning Sun
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Economic development offi-
cials in mid-Michigan are hoping
a study showing the negative im-
pact created by the lack of a full-
access highway between Ithaca
and St. Johnswill entice theMich-
igan Department of Transporta-
tion to consider creating one.

“This is a pitch to MDOT to
raise the 16-mile stretch on their
priorities list,” said James Mc-
Bryde, President and CEO ofMid-
dleMichiganDevelopment Corpo-
ration, which covers Isabella and
Clare counties, on Friday.
The study was done to deter-

mine the impact on the region of
the 16-mile stretch on U.S. 127 be-
tween the two cities with a lim-
ited access highway and to ad-

vocate for creating a full-access
highway between Ithaca and St.
Johns.
In August, an $18,262 grant

was awarded to Greater Gratiot
Development and Middle Michi-
gan Development Corporation by
the Eastern Michigan Council of
Governments to have the study
completed;
The studywas done throughout

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Studypitches for full-accesshighway
Pictured is a portion of U.S. 127
between Ithaca and St. Johns. A
study by a Boston-based company
commissioned by Greater Gratiot
Development and Middle Michigan
Development Corporation via a
grant from the Eastern Michigan
Council of Governments provides
information as to why a full-
access highway on the 16-mile
stretch between Ithaca and St.
Johns would be beneficial to the
region.
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Findings indicate benefits, advocates construction

Heating system at Velsicol plant site could be operational by end of month

Plachta
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After seven years at the helm
of Shepherd Public Schools, and
a career in educa-
tion at mid-Mich-
igan school dis-
tricts, Claire Bun-
ker is stepping
down at the end of
the school year.
School board

members accepted
her resignation ef-
fective June 30 and
set a community forum for Mon-
day to begin the search process for
a new superintendent.
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