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51 yrs old, passed away at home on March 14, 2018
in Harrison, MI with loving family around him.
Born Nov 11, 1966 in Mt Pleasant, MI to Tom &
Connie Lilly of Harrison. He was united in marraige
on June 24, 2009 to Amy Jo Challender, daughter
of Rich & Norine Challender of Ionia. He is sur-
vived by wife and children, John Spanne (Steph-
anie Starkey) of Mt Pleasant, Racheal of Oregon,
Jeremy, Travis and Madison at home, grandkids,
Jordan, Adri and Aaron, 1 sister, Patti Ann Lilly
and many nieces & nephews. He loved hunting
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ated from Shepherd High School. A Memorial and
Luncheon Service will take place on March 18 from
1-4pm at the VFW in Mt Pleasant. “Death leaves a
heart ache no one can heal, love leaves a memory
no one can steal.” unknown

LILLY, JOHN THOMAS “TOMMY”

Ms. Doris “The Quilt Lady” E. (Plank) Lucas, of Mt.
Pleasant, Michigan, born on May 27, 1950 in Alma,
Michigan, to the late Eunice A. and the late Andrew
J. passed away at age 67 on March 12, 2018 in
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. Doris is survived by her
son, Joseph (Amy) Lucas; daughter, Suanne Lucas;
grandchildren, Terrence, Elijah, Savannah, Collin;
brother, Oscar Plank; and sisters, Donna Schwab
and Dorine Golden. She was a deacon at Mt. Pleas-
ant Community Church. Friends and family mem-
bers may attend the celebration of life on Saturday,
March 17 at 11:00 a.m. at Mt. Pleasant Commu-
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Michigan, 48858.
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A Tribute to Life.
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She was airlifted to a
hospital in Grand Rap-
ids where she under-
went surgery through the
night and is listed in crit-
ical condition.
It appears that Brad

Hatt shot his wife multi-
ple times with a handgun
then shot himself, though
after hours of investigat-
ing no motive is obvious.
Investigators will fo-

cus on interviewing fam-
ily to gain insight, Main
said; he’s hopeful police
will be able to speak with
Janice Hatt soon as she
recovereds from surgery.
“The crime lab and in-

vestigation found no mo-
tive or indications of the
‘why’ last night,” Main
said Thursday morning.
The property address

matches that of The Gar-
dens at Rocky Meadows,
a business described on
its website as an 88 acre
estate available for wed-

dings and other private
events.
The couple was found

by police in the home on
the property, which did
not appear to be in dis-
array and there were not
signs of a struggle, nor
were there any notes or
messages left by Brad
Hatt.
The only emergency

response calls to the ad-
dress in recent times
have been medical in na-
ture and no criminal is-
sues were discovered,
Main said.
The ICSO was assisted

at the scene by Isabella
County Central Dis-
patch, Michigan State
Police, Central Michigan
University Police Depart-
ment, Millbrook Rolland
Fire, Mobile Medical Re-
sponse, AeroMed and the
Isabella County Road
Commission.
Investigators worked

on the scene until at least
3 a.m. Thursday.

— Sean Bradley
contributed to this report
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ByCoreyWilliams
Of The Associated Press

DETROIT » A Detroit-based
foundation and the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Tech-
nology are collaborating in
a competition that funds en-
trepreneurs who use tech-
nology to provide low- and
moderate-income earn-
ers with skills needed for
an evolving job market, of-
ficials announced Thurs-
day. The Ralph C. Wilson
Jr. Foundation is the major
sponsor of the North Amer-
ica region of the MIT Inclu-
sive Innovation Challenge.
The 2-year-old competi-

tion is expanding, holding
regionals inNorthAmerica,
Latin America, Europe, Af-
rica and Asia. Four regional
champions from the United
States and Canada will re-
ceive $20,000 each and be
recognized during a Sep-
tember ceremony inDetroit.
The Ralph C. Wilson

Jr. Foundation provided
a $300,000 grant for the
North America competition
and also is helping develop
the Detroit event.
“It’s an opportunity to

spotlight entrepreneurswho
are trying to reinvent the fu-
ture ofwork ... providing op-
portunities for workers to
transition to new types of
jobs,” said Lavea Brachman,
the foundation’s vice presi-
dent of programs. The foun-
dation supports programs
in southeastern Michigan
and western New York. It is
named after the founder of
the Buffalo Bills. RalphWil-

son was 95 when he died at
his home in Grosse Pointe
Shores, Michigan, in 2014.
Locally, entrepreneurs

and nonprofits in Detroit
and southeastMichigan are
encouraged to apply , said
Brachman, adding “and
we’re hoping that thosewho
apply from southeast Mich-
igan will be very competi-
tive.”
“Detroit is a place in tran-

sition,” Brachman said.
“There are traditional in-
dustries, but innovation is
happening in terms of tech-
nology.”
Twelve finalists selected

from the North America
region will get a chance to
pitch their plans to a panel
of judges at the Detroit
event.
“What we’re trying to

do is to be constructive,
but also optimistic and re-
ally shine a light on De-
troit as the host city,” said
Susan Young, a MIT Inclu-
sive Innovation Challenge
producer. The competition
also identifies, celebrates
and awards organizations,
businesses and entrepre-
neurs who “are reshaping
the future of work,” Young
said.
The top four regional

winners in Detroit will
move on to a global grand
prize tournament in Octo-
ber at MIT in Cambridge,
Massachusetts.
Winners fromeach of the

five regions will compete
there for $1 million in prize
money. Four global winners
will be selected.

DETROIT

Wilson Foundation
working with MIT
on tech competition

ByAshraf Khalil
Of The Associated Press

WASHINGTON» The Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union is
suing the Trump adminis-
tration, claiming it is violat-
ing immigration laws and
its own policies by detain-
ing immigrants who have a
solid case for seeking asy-
lum in the United States.
The ACLU said it filed

a lawsuit Thursday in U.S.
District Court in Washing-
ton claiming that the Im-
migration and Customs
Enforcement agency is de-
taining many asylum seek-
ers for months while they
await hearings before an
immigration judge.
Immigrants seeking asy-

lum must initially pass a
“credible fear” screening
to determine if they face
a threat of persecution in
their home countries. Those
that fail that standard are
deported immediately. Pre-
viously, those that passed
were usually given “human-

itarian parole” while await-
ing an immigration hear-
ing, provided that they were
not considered flight risks
or dangers to the public.
The lawsuit claims that

under Trump, the number
of asylum-seekers granted
such parole has dropped
to nearly zero in five key
ICE field offices: Detroit, El
Paso, Texas, Los Angeles,
Newark, New Jersey, and
Philadelphia. The ACLU
said in a statement that
in 2013, nine of 10 asylum
seekers from these field of-
fices were released while
awaiting immigration hear-
ings.
ICE officials did not im-

mediately respond to emails
seeking comment about the
lawsuit.
The lawsuit, which seeks

class-action status, names
several plaintiffs, includ-
ing a Haitian ethics teacher
who has spent 16 months in
custody in Chardon, Ohio.
The teacher, Ansly Damus,
has been granted asylum

twice by an immigration
judge. But the government
continues to appeal the de-
cisions and he remains be-
hind bars. He has not been
allowed outside in more
than a year, the ACLU said.
In an interview, ACLU at-

torneyMichael Tan charged
that the Trump adminis-
tration is punishing people
seeking asylum.
“The United States is

trying to send a message
to asylum seekers that they
need not apply,” he said.

WASHINGTON

ACLU sues government over
detention of asylum seekers
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A view of the E. Barrett Prettyman U.S. Courthouse
in Washington. The American Civil Liberties Union is
suing the Trump administration, claiming it is violating
immigration laws and its own policies by detaining
immigrants who have a solid case for seeking asylum in the
United States.

A Newaygo woman re-
ported missing was re-
ported to have been found
safe in Texas, according to
police.
Becky Miller, 31, had last

been seen on Sunday inMe-
costa Township.
With the assistance of

the Texas Rangers, Miller
was found inDel Rio, Texas,
the Michigan State Police

r e p o r t e d
Thursday.
“ It was

determined
that Miller
voluntarily
left the state
of Michi-
gan,” po -
lice said in

a news release. “No safety
concerns were identified

and family members have
been notified that Miller
was found safe by law en-
forcement officials in
Texas.”
However, she was found

in the area with a Texas res-
ident and not John Kemp-
isty, whom police believed
she was traveling with.
Police did not report

about the whereabouts of

Kempisty.
The MSP Mt. Pleasant

Post was assisted by Me-
ceola Central Dispatch, the
MSP Missing Person Unit,
Val Verde County Sheriff’s
Office in Texas, and the
Texas Rangers during this
investigation.

— Sean Bradley, Morning
Sun

MT. PLEASANT

Police: Missing woman found safe in Texas

The Gratiot County
Community Foundation
has awarded more than
$85,000 in grants in the
first of three grant cycles
this year.
There were 21 grants

distr ibuted, narrowed
down by volunteers
from a list of comprising
$163,000 in requests, ac-
cording to a news release.
“The investment we

are able to make in these
quality programs is en-
tirely thanks to the gen-
erosity of our donors who
believe in making Gratiot
County a great place to
live and work” said Execu-
tive Director Tina Travis.
Grants were awarded

from the Carl and Esther
Macklin Memorial Fund,
McMacken Family Fund,
Clyde and Maude Mizer
Memorial Fund, Gra-
tiot County Community
Fund, Homebound Se-
niors Fund, Carson Fraker
Memorial Fund for Youth
and the Youth Endow-
ment.
The grant recipients are

as follows:
• Commission on Ag-

ing for the Go and Serve
Home Repair Project;
• St. Louis, Alma and

Ithaca Public Schools for
Educational Experiences
Outside the Classroom;

• Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department
for the Prescription for
Health Project;
• St. Louis First Church

of God for Handicap Ac-
cessibility to the Free
Soup Supper Program;
• City of Alma for the

Wright DREAM Park;
• PACE All-Inclusive El-

der Care by Presbyterian
Village of Michigan Foun-
dation;
• Alma College’s ‘Emot-

icons’ Dance for the
Schools;
• St . Louis Public

Schools for a Woodshop
for At-Risk Students;
• MidMichigan Health

Foundation to launch the
Sexual Assault Nurse Ex-
aminer (SANE) Program;
• Village of Brecken-

ridge Park Enrichment
Project;
• Youth Service Projects

at Ithaca South Elemen-
tary, Alma’s Pine Avenue
Elementary and St. Louis’s
Carrie Knause ECLC; and
• Child Advocacy to ex-

pand the Victim Advocacy
Program.
Applications for the

summer 2018 grant cy-
cle will be accepted until
June 1.
For the fall 2018 grant

cycle, applications will be
accepted until Oct. 1.

Any non-profit group
serving Gratiot County
wishing to apply for funds
may download the Grant-
making Policies and Pro-
cedures along with an ap-
plication at www.gratiot-
foundation.org.

Questions can be di-
rected to Program Officer
Brenda Acre at (989) 875-
4222 or bacre@gratiot-
foundation.org.

— Sean Bradley, Morning
Sun
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Gratiot County orgs awarded $85K in grants

Sentencings in Isabella
County Trial Court:
Kenah N. Alaniz, 19, Mt.

Pleasant, open intoxicant,
$325 fine and costs, one
day in jail.
Taner E. Awad-Mohle,

25, Mt. Pleasant, jostling,
$425 fine and costs, one
day in jail.
Matthew J. Bodell, 26,

Mt. Pleasant, operating
while intoxicated/operat-
ing while visibly impaired
second, $75 fine and costs,
five days in jail.
Brandon W. Chumita,

22, Mt. Pleasant, operat-
ing while intoxicated/op-
erating while visibly im-
paired second, $1,575 fine
and costs, 12 months’ pro-
bation, 45 days in jail.
Kenaniah P. Cormier,

27, Sanford, driving with
a suspended license/no op-
erator’s license, $350 fine
and costs, two days in jail.
Nicholas J. Dalgleish, 38,

Mt. Pleasant, no insurance,
$725 fine and costs, three
days in jail.
Kayla L. Decker, 26,

Mt. Pleasant, dog at large,
$250 fine and costs.
Jade M. Garcia, 19, Bay

City, operating while vis-
ibly impaired-alcohol,
$1,300 fine and costs, six
months’ probation, 21 days
in jail.
Jose A. Gonzales, 29,

Ypsi lant i , d isorderly,
$700 fine and costs, four
months’ probation.
Joel N. Hall, 33, Chi-

cago, state identification
violation, $200 fine and

costs, six months’ proba-
tion, 138 days in jail; op-
erating while visibly im-
paired, $50 fine and costs,
93 days in jail.
Paul S. Hawk, 54, Mt.

Pleasant, disorderly, $425
fine and costs, one day in
jail.
Thomas W. Martin, 42,

Clare, operating while in-
toxicated, $1,125 fine and
costs, 12 months’ proba-
tion, 30 days in jail.
Ruth O. Mooketsi, 19,

Clare, disturbing the
peace, $450 fine and costs,
four months’ probation,
three days in jail.
Jonathan R. Rasak, 23,

Mt. Pleasant, allowing
party, $425 fine and costs.
Brian J. Rodriguez, 27,

Mt. Pleasant, driving with

a suspended license sec-
ond or subsequent, $525
fine and costs, four days in
jail.
Audrey C. Tarbutton,

24, Grand Rapids, jostling,
$625 fine and costs, four
months’ probation, seven
days in jail.
Larry D. Toth, 60, Clare,

trap untagged, $210 fine
and costs.
Joshua S. Urbaniak, 28,

Mt. Pleasant, use of mar-
ijuana/controlled sub-
stance, $675 fine and costs,
10 months’ probation, 21
days in jail.
Ramon N. Williams, 21,

Bay City, open intoxicant,
$660 fine and costs, two
days in jail.

— Morning Sun stuff
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Isabella County sentencings for Feb. 26-March 2
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Gratiot County Community Foundation in Ithaca.
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and fishing (great outdoors), worked at Brad Mai 
ley Construction as an oil field worker. He gradu

nity Church, 1400 W. Broomfield, Mt. Pleasant,


