
Morning Sun - 03/13/2018 Page : A01

Copyright (c)2018 The Morning Sun, a 21st Century Media Property & part of Digital First Media MI -- All rights reserved. Please review new arbitration language here. Edition 03/13/2018
March 19, 2018 11:04 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

» themorningsun.com

SNOWSHOWERS
High: Low:34 20

Obituaries .......A2 Lottery ............A3 Opinion ............A6 Stocks ............. A7 Sports.............. B1 Comics ............B4 Puzzle..............B4 Index ............... ##INDEX

ByRickMills
rmills@michigannewspapers.com
@RickMills2 on Twitter

A weapon was found in a
locker at ShepherdMiddle School
that the village police chief said
was left by an off-duty police of-
ficer.
Shepherd Superintendent

Claire Bunker told parents of the
weapon on a mass phone mes-
sage sent Monday afternoon.
“This morning before school

it was reported that there was a
weapon in themiddle school gym
locker room,” the message said.
“Administration immedi-

ately contacted law enforcement
and we began an investigation.
Within minutes, the situation
was resolved and the weapon
was removed from the premises.”

SHEPHERD

Off-duty cop
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atmiddle school

By Linda Gittleman
For the Morning Sun

Studying fecal matter float-
ing along the Pine River seems
hardly anyone’s idea of a good
time but Dr. Tim Keeton, Alma
College biology professor, and his
students will be doing just that
when their river project begins
at the end of the month.
Keeton told members of the

Healthy Pine River group that
the goal is to determine where
the pollution in the river at Alma
is coming from.
They’ve already learned that

the river has been full of e-Coli
and antibiotic resistant bacte-
ria during the warm weather
months.
But the question now remains:

Is it human or animal?
Studies previously done by stu-

dents on manure found at var-
ious spots along the river told
them that after a rainfall, the
contamination in the Pine was
quite literally off the charts and
considered a real risk to human
health.
A sign went up at Pine River

Park warning of the dangers of
contact with the river during the
summer months.
They also learned that the “hot

spots” — those areas containing
unusually high levels of e-Coli
and antibiotic resistant bacteria
— generally came from drain-
age tiles near agricultural oper-
ations.
Keeton also pointed out that
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COURTESY CMU

CMU’s Baja racing team president named outstanding student leaders by the Society of Automotive Engineers.

ByGaryH. Piatek
CMU Public Relations

Mechanical engineering se-
nior Ian Eickholdt has been
chosen as the 2017 Rumbaugh
Outstanding Student Leader by
the Society of Automotive Engi-
neers — the first Central Mich-
igan University student to re-
ceive the award.
Eickholdt, from Rochester

Hills, is president of CMU’s
Baja racing team and has been
an SAE member since his soph-
omore year.
“This is really a prestigious

thing, to have a professional
engineering society say that an
engineer who came out of your
program is this year’s example
of what a university and a de-
partment are doing right,” said
Ben Ritter, a faculty member of
the School of Engineering and
Technology.

Rough road
It’s not an easy road for a stu-

dent to balance classes, be an
SAE leader and build off-road
racing vehicles.
“It’s a huge time commit-

ment,” Eickholdt said, adding

that he would sometimes put
in 30 hours a week working on
the vehicles. “But I wanted to
do something that was more
hands-on in addition to course-
work.”
“We’re meet ing ver y

high-level people, making
those connections and network-
ing.” — CMU senior Ian Eick-
holdt
The students don’t just do

all the engineering, design and
welding on the vehicles, they
also perform cost analyses and
put together a sales presentation
where they propose a startup
company that could build at
least 4,000 of these vehicles a
year.
“It’s a lot more in-depth than

just engineering,” Eickholdt
said. “It’s like we’re essentially
starting a business.”
The CMUBaja team has been

growing in its success, more
consistently placing in the top
10 against such schools as the
University of Michigan and the
Rochester (N.Y.) Institute of
Technology— and beating them
in some aspects of the competi-
tion, he said.

Beyond the race

But it’s not just about the race,
it’s the grades — and where the
combination can take a student.
SAE requires student mem-

bers to have at least a 2.5 grade
point average, soon to be in-
creased to 2.75, Ritter said, add-
ing thatmost studentsmaintain
at least a 3.0.
“If you want to work at a com-

pany like Ford, GM, Continental
or BorgWarner, you have to have
a 3.0 or they won’t look at your
résumé,” Eickholdt said. “That’s
how competitive it is.”
Eickholdt said his GPA is 3.46,

and he has secured a job with
Ford Motor Co.’s Powertrain
Manufacturing Engineering
Group.
While automakers want good

students, they also want them to
be well-rounded good thinkers,
Ritter said.
GM and Ford executives are

not just in their offices review-
ing résumés, they are out re-
cruiting at events like the for-
mula car competitions at Mich-
igan International Speedway or
hosting engine plant meet and
greets, Ritter and Eickholdt

said.
“We’re meeting very high-

level people, making those con-
nections and networking that
the average student wouldn’t
have the opportunity to do,”
Eickholdt said.

Automakers’ view
Daniel Nicholson, GM vice

president of global propulsion
systems, recognizes the value
of being involved in SAE.
“Individuals who are engaged

in SAE and who are interested
in moving the industry forward
through developing standards,
teamwork, and collaboration are
valuable to General Motors and
the industry,” Nicholson said.
Ford’s Gary Johnson, vice

president of manufacturing,
North America, also supports
SAE and Eickholdt in particu-
lar. Johnson had met Eickholdt
during previous visits to CMU.
“The fact that Ian repre-

sented the entire team at CMU,
and now has won the Rum-
baugh award, makes it incredi-
bly special that he will represent
both CMU and Ford in the fu-
ture. Our manufacturing team
at Ford is proud of him.”

MT. PLEASANT

RACING TO ENGINEERING
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Details were released Monday
afternoon of a body found in Gra-
tiot County the day before, and of-
ficials are asking for help in iden-

tifying the man.
Sheriff Doug Wright said the

body is that of a man between
60 and 70 years old with multi-
ple tatoos.
He did not say if the body,

found in a large garbage bag, had
any deadly injuries or release in-

formation on a cause of death.
A Gratiot detective and lieuten-

ant attended an autopsy in Lan-
sing Monday on the body found
west of Alma by hunters on Sun-
day morning.
Wright said the man had sev-

eral identifiable tattoos.
“There is an eagle on his right

shoulder,” Wright said. “On his
left shoulder he has a tattoo of a

skull wearing a cowboy hat and
a handkerchief. The skull is bor-
dered by the written states of
Texas, Florida and Michigan.”
What appear to be chain links

complete a box around that tat-
too.
Wright said themanwas about

5-feet-9 and weigh about 185
pounds with thinning brown-
gray hair.

“The male appeared to have a
recent injury to a finger or fin-
gers on the left hand,” Wright
said. “The middle and ring fin-
gers on the left hand were taped
together.”
Hunters found the plastic bag

with a body inside on Sunday.
The body was found about 11

a.m. at the side of a road near

Help sought in efforts to identify man

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Description of found body released

Baja race team president is CMU’s
first winner of statewide SAE honor
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Gratiot has far more animals than

it has people.

The county has a population of

about 41,000 people, according to

the U.S. Census.

But it also has about 48,000 cattle,

around 70,000 pigs and about

30,000 chickens, according to a U.

S. Department of Agriculture

report from 2012.

Even knowing all that, there are

still a few concerned that the

contamination could be human.

The studies done this spring and

summer will attempt to provide an

answer.

But it won’t be easy.

E-Coli lives in the gut, animal and

human, Keeton said. And science

cannot tell the difference between

human and animal.

But with brand new science,

another kind of bacteria — not e.

Coli — can identify the origin, he

said.

“It can tell if it’s human, bovine, or

porcine,” he said.

“This is really new stuff,” he

added. “It’s going to be an exciting

summer.”

Keeton however, will not be able

to identify the contamination with

certain precision.

For example he will not, at the end

of the study, be able to announce

that the river contains say, 50

percent bovine waste,

30 percent human and the rest

comes from pigs.

He will however, be able to

identify the major source.

Once the data from the study is

complete, then a fix can begin.

Gary Rayburn, chair of the

Healthy Pine River group, said

once the study has been

completed, the first step will be to

get that information out — to the

public, state and federal

legislators, the Michigan

Department of Environmental

Quality and even school children.

When it comes to fixing the

problem, help will be needed,

Rayburn said.

“It’s going to take a while,” he

said.
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