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Hepatitis
A still a
problem
MID-MICHIGAN

At least twelve confirmed
cases cited in nearby localities
By Sean Bradley
Sbradley@digitalﬁrstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

JAMES MCKINNIE — MORNING SUN

is just one of many streets where buckets

Hepatitis A is still spreading throughout midMichigan.
There have been eight conﬁrmed cases in Isabella County, three in Gratiot County and one
in Clare County as of March 21 since tracking
began on Aug. 1, 2016, according to the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services.
However, the case in Clare County is not part
of the jurisdiction of the outbreak.
“The numbers aren’t high but the thing of it
is, it is spreading,” said Leslie Kinnee, Public
Information Officer with the Mid-Michigan District Health Department, which covers Gratiot,
Clinton and Montcalm counties. “We want people to be diligent and be aware that this illness
is circulating in our communities because if we
don’t act now and take measures to try to stop
it, it will continue to spread.”
The number of cases in Isabella County has
steadily increased since last fall and winter.
There were ﬁve reported cases in Isabella
County between September and December.
A case in that county stemmed from a bakery
employee at Meijer in Mt. Pleasant.
However, none of the cases in Isabella, Gratiot and Clare counties have been fatal.
In addition, the cases in Isabella County were
linked to southeast Michigan, where the outbreak began in 2016.
Statewide, there have been 789 cases, 635
CASES » PAGE 2

MT. PLEASANT

Drive flood damage

Roommates’

Copyright (c)2018 The Morning Sun, a 21st Century Media Property & part of Digital First Media MI -- All rights reserved. Please review new arbitration language here. Edition 03/30/2018
March 30, 2018 10:27 am (GMT +4:00)
Powered by TECNAVIA

Pleasant,
Michigan,
the son of Donald Andrew Milligan and Julia
Morning Sun - 03/30/2018Elaine (Todink) Milligan. Ed was a classic
car lover and member
of “The Old Friends of
Southwest
Kansas.”
He was a McDonald’s
Owner/Operator of 6
restaurants in Southwest Kansas for almost 24
years. Ed was also a lifetime member of the NRA.
Ed married his high school sweetheart, Oveta
Christine (Ourderkirk) Milligan on April 21, 1971.
He is survived by four sisters: Marianne (Milligan)
Rehnberg of Miller, Nebraska; Janet (David) Chapman of Mt. Pleasant, Michigan; Sharon Milligan
of Mt. Pleasant, Michigan; and Kathy Milligan of
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan; three children: Christine
(Richard) Greer, of Gardner, Kansas;
Tammy
(James) Heideman of Kansas City, Missouri; Jason
(Christina) Milligan of Holcomb, Kansas; 7 grandchildren, and three great grandchildren. Ed was
preceded in death by his parents Donald and Julia
Milligan, sister, Janice Milligan, Brothers; George
Milligan, and James Milligan, his nephew Ronald
Burman, and his “favorite” niece, Melissa (Milligan) Foreman. Memorial services will be held at a
later date. Ed will be laid to rest in his hometown
of Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. There will be no calling
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to the Ronald McDonald House of Wichita or the
St. Catherine Hospice in care of Price & Sons Funeral Home, 620 N. Main St. Garden City, Kansas
67846.
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temperatures in the mid20s at night.
When this occurs, the
trees run like water hoses
beginning in the mid-afternoon. Rhynard and his
volunteer crew of 35-40
members race to empty as
many as buckets as they
possibly can before they
overﬁll. There are roughly
2,700 buckets in the Shepherd area.
There isn’t a set schedule on when to collect the
sap because the entire process is predicated on the
weather. And in Michigan,
you never really know what
you’re going to get from
day-to-day.
Sap is like milk. If it stays
outside in the elements for
too long, it could lose its
quality. So the timely collections of it are critical.
“Sometimes I’ll just get
a call from somebody driv-

ing down the road,” he said.
“They’ll tell me ‘hey, your
buckets are running over’,
and then I’ll have to quickly
gather a crew to go collect.
My volunteers understand
how much sap we could lose
if we don’t collect it on time,
so a lot of them are willing
to help in an instant.”
Sugar Bush is a nonproﬁt organization which is
why every worker is a willing volunteer that isn’t looking for compensation.
Ron’s wife, Kenna, has
been working alongside
him for all 33 years of their
marriage. Growing up in
Shepherd she used to help
collect the sap and volunteered to make food at the
big event. Now she’s very
involved with the syrupmaking process and during the festivals she sells it
to the customers at various
stands.
“It brings the community
together,” she said. “It’s fun
to see people want to participate in it and help to run it
smoothly each year.”

Michigan Department
of Corrections.
Suspect is Scott Alexander 50 yr old Mt.
Pleasant man.
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hospitalizations (with
a 80.5 percent hospitalization rate) and 25
deaths.
“This is the largest
outbreak in the country at this time. The
outbreak has been
spreading faster into
western and norther n Michiga n (a lthough there are many
fewer cases than in
S o u t h e a s t) ,” s a i d
Ma rcus C heatha m,
Health Officer with
the Mid-Michigan District Health Department.
“It seems to have
slowed down a little
but that may just be
seasonal and it might
take off again.”
The virus is passing person-to person
through close contact,
particularly through
drug use, sexual activity, and among household members.
“ Hepat it i s A i s
spread by the fe cal-oral route,” said
Dr. Jennifer Morse,
Medical Director for
the Central Michigan
District Health Department, in November.
“This means you can
get ill if you eat, drink,
or touch your mouth
with any food, drink,
object, or your hands
that may have been
in contact with stool
(feces) from someone
infected with hepatitis A. Washing your
h a nd s t hor ou g h l y
after using the bathr o om a nd b e f or e
handling or eating
food can help prevent
this.”
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By Mike Householder
Of The Associated Press
ANN ARBOR» Actress Glenn
Close says she wants to
live in a world where mental illness is talked about
openly and accepted as a
fact of life.
The Emmy- and Tonyaward-winning actress is in
Ann Arbor this week for a
gathering designed to bring
awareness to efforts aimed
at reducing the stigma associated with mental illness.
“I’m excited about every
aspect of this event. I think
for those of us who are coming in to participate it’s very
exciting, because I really
look forward to talking to
the students and learning
about what they’re dealing
with,” Close told The Associated Press during an interview Thursday at the
University of Michigan.
“There’s a lot of anxiety,
depression, and stigma on
campuses. I think kids are
really, really open and ready
to talk about it.”
Close, NFL player Brandon Marshall, rapper/singer
Logic and others are visiting the campus to show
support for the Steven
Schwartzberg Foundation,
which is launching a campaign to empower students
to address issues of mental
health by encouraging conversations.
The campaign is called
“Who Can Relate?” It takes
its name from a line in Logic’s hit song “1-800-2738255,” named for the phone
number for the National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline.
Lyrics from Logic’s song include: “I don’t wanna be
alive/I just wanna die today,” and “I want you to be
alive/You don’t got to die today.”
Logic is scheduled to perform Friday night with profits going to organizations
that share the same goal
of de-stigmatizing mental
illness, including Close’s
Bring Change to Mind,
which she co-founded after

Actress Glenn Close poses at th
Awards in Beverly Hills, Calif. Th
winning actress is in Ann Arbor
bring awareness to efforts aime
surrounding mental illness.
her sister was diagnosed
with bipolar disorder and
her nephew with schizoaffective disorder.
Also benefiting from
the show will be Project375, which was founded
by Marshall and his wife,
Michi Marshall, after the
star wide receiver was diagnosed with borderline
personality disorder.
Michi Marshall spent
much of Thursday leading a mental health ﬁrstaid training session. Close
stopped in to check out the
training and also attended
a lecture by artist and social activist Peter Tunney.
The event was created by
Harris Schwartzberg, who
sits on the board of Bring
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