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Only one person was out-
right opposed to the idea of
allowing the facilities. He
said he recently moved to
Mt. Pleasant with his fam-
ily and was dismayed that
the businesses were going
to be operating in the city.
The commission took no

action after the hearing. A
work session for commis-
sioners to discuss the issue
is set for 6:30 p.m. Monday,
June 4 at City Hall.
As it stands now, the city

plans to allow all five types
of businesses: Grow opera-
tions, processing centers,
provisioning centers, se-
cure transporters and safety
compliance. The proposed
ordinance calls for a limit
of three businesses for pro-
visioning centers and grow
operations and a lottery
drawing would determine
who gets approved if more
than three applied.
Under the proposed ordi-

nance, all five types would
be allowed in industrial dis-
tricts. In addition, provi-
sioning centers, also known
as dispensaries, would be al-
lowed in commercial zones
within designated areas, in-
cluding portions of down-
town, Mission and Pickard.
A facility could not be

located within 1,000 feet
of a public or private K-12
school, unless the facility is
located north of Broadway
in the Central Business Dis-
trict/Tax Increment Finance
Authority.
A facility could not be

located within 500 feet of
Central Michigan Univer-
sity, unless it was east of
the main campus and east
of Mission Street.
Haas, of Vicksburg, urged

commissioners to include
the building at 802 N. Main
St. in the TIFA district or do
something similar to make
it eligible for a possible dis-
pensary location.
He said after the meeting

that he estimates it would
take a $1million investment
in the building to make it
usable. Of the 12,000 square
feet, he would use 4,000 for
a dispensary and the rest
could go for other busi-
nesses.
“Who else besides the

cannabis industry” is going
tomake such an investment
in that building, he asked.
Here is a look at some of

the comments at the public
hearing:
Paul Bigard, president of

the Sacred Heart Academy
school board, read a letter
signed by him, the Rev. Lo-
ren Kalinowski and Princi-
pal Mary Kay Yonker urg-
ing the city to stick with a
1,000-foot buffer zone for
K-12 schools.
“Children represent the

future of our world and
will soon be the leaders of
our various communities.
As you make the very im-
portant decision about the
placement of medical mar-
ijuana outlets in the city
of Mt. Pleasant, the ad-
ministration and staff and
the school board of Sacred
Heart Academy ask you to
please consider the negative
effects. With the safety and
well-being of our students
and other youths in mind,
we kindly ask that you en-
force the not within 1,000
feet of a school radius con-
sistent with the federally
designed drug free school
zones.”

Mt. Pleasant Public
Schools also sent a letter
requesting a 1,000-foot buf-
fer zone.
Andy Theisen spoke of

the opposition of Industrial
Park South property own-
ers to having medical mari-
juana facilities in the indus-
trial park.
He proposed a compro-

mise where provisioning
centers would not be al-
lowed but other types of fa-
cilities would be.
“I’ve taken a different

approach as of lately, rec-
ognizing that there is a po-
tential benefit for the indus-
trial aspect of this product.
Although I’m not person-
ally in favor of it, I recog-
nize that there is a benefit to
allowing the industrial pro-
cesses to take place in the
SD-I district, because that’s
what it’s intended for, is in-
dustrial processes,” he said.
The Park Review Board

has been opposed to hav-
ing the businesses in the
industrial park for several
months.
“We believe we have an

opportunity to regulate that
further, but what I’m asking
you is to avoid that difficulty
and just simply restrict the
provisioning centers. No dif-
ferent than if someone came
to you and wanted to build
a marijuana grow opera-
tion onMission Street. That
probably wouldn’t fit with
the character zoning that
we have in place,’ he said.
“… The processing cen-

ters, the distributions, per-
haps even the grow opera-
tions, that meet the indus-
trial requirements of our
district, seem to fit. The
provisioning centers and
the potential retails sales
of that provisioning cen-
ter does not fit. So what I’m
asking you is to enforce the
(zoning) ordinance that ev-
eryone hung their hat on
just a few months ago.”
Mt. Pleasant resident Jim

Moreno spoke in favor of the
facilities.
“I’m interested in the

process, it’s been a long
one, and I’d just like to say
I believe in compromise,”
he said. “Don’t think that
school kids will be walk-
ing into a provisioning cen-
ter and getting some med-
ical marijuana. It doesn’t
work that way. You have to
have a card. There’s secu-
rity in front, all that stuff. I
like the compromise about
the north part of Broadway.
I think that’s great. I don’t
know about the industrial
park or anything like that.
But that’s what I’m mainly
concerned about is making
sure there’s a compromise
(with the 1,000 foot buffer
downtown).
Attorney Craig Aronoff

of Cannabis Legal Group of
Royal Oak spoke against a
lottery system.
“The lottery itself could

end up doing the things that
you don’t want to see hap-
pening, where you end up
with a cluster or you end up
with operators that you’re
not satisfied with as to how
they’re operating and what
their standards are. I do
appreciate that you’ve re-
quired a Phase One review,
that the state is going to
help determine eligibility,
but does that mean this is a
business youwant to have in
your community? A lottery
will kind of take that out of
your hands,” he said.
“A merit-based system,

which is used in a num-
ber of communities both
in state as well as around

the country, allows for your
board, or however you want
to structure it, to make the
determination based on a
number of different crite-
ria.”
Aronoff represents Nick

Stephan and Noris Shaba of
Pure ReLeaf Wellness Cen-
ter, who hope to open a pro-
visioning center onMission
Street, at the former site of
St. Germain Antique Store.
Dr. Michael Papenfuse

said he is on the front line of
caregivers dealing with the
opioid crisis “and I know
what it takes to deal with
patients that are in chronic
pain.”
“What I’ve seen inmy ca-

reer is a marked change in
how we deal with these pa-
tients,” he said. “…. What
I’ve seen over the last year,
where I’ve really been pay-
ing attention and encourag-
ing patients tomove toward
medical marijuana, is that I
give better relief for patients
with less sedation and less
drug interaction. The prob-
lem I have though, is I can’t
write a prescription right
now without having my pa-
tient look at me like ‘Where
do I get this stuff?’ The com-
panies that are looking to
come into this community
are medically oriented. I
will be able to do a prescrip-
tion, ask for CBD oil, with
less than 5 percent THC for
pain or anxiety and be able
to have that patient go to
the dispensary and actually
fill my prescription. I don’t
have that right now. At all.
Anywhere in the state. To
be able to provide our cit-
izens with that is a huge,
huge benefit that we do not
have (right now).”
Deborah Cary, who hopes

to open a provisioning cen-
ter onMichigan Street, also
spoke.
“I’m surprised nobody

mentioned the restrictive
amount of dispensaries that
you’re talking about,” she
said. “I’m thinking there
should be five to 10, not
three. And what if they do
get clustered? And in an in-
dustrial area? I understand
your desire for the lottery
system, but I also believe it
is your job to do some vet-
ting too. Two years I took a
little tour of medical mari-
juana dispensaries, just to
get ideas on how to design
a building. Some of them
I wouldn’t go into. Just
scuzzy. I think if you have
a respectable place, you are
going to have respectable
clients, and you’re not going
to have worry how close it is
to a school, etc.”
After the public hearing,

Commissioner Lori Gillis
talked about the facilities’
potential to move into cur-
rent vacant buildings in the
city.
“People are concerned

that we’re actually opting
in. If we were not discuss-
ing this ordinance, I guar-
antee you, the citizens of
Mt. Pleasant would initiate
a citizens initiative where
they go out and get peti-
tions and it would go to a
citywide vote in Novem-
ber,” she said. “… so it’s not
really the idea of us opting
in or not opting in, because
if we don’t find some com-
promises and a viable ordi-
nance, the citizens of Mt.
Pleasant will…. So know
that we’re trying to do our
best in taking in all this
public comment.”
More information on the

proposed ordinance can be
found at the city’s website at
www.mt-pleasant.org.
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Third-year medical stu-
dent Lauren Buhr is mak-
ing a difference in the Gra-
tiot County community.
Buhr, who is from

Fowler, completed her un-
dergraduate education at
Alma College. She is study-
ing to be a familymedicine
doctor at Michigan State
University.
Buhr also interned at

the Gratiot County public
health department while
in college.
“She decided to be a

part of the rural commu-
nity health program and
re-adopt Gratiot County as

her clinical training com-
munity,” said Julia Ter-
hune, assistant director of
Rural Community Health
at MSU. “She has com-
pleted more than 50 per-
cent of clinical and med-
ical education. That in-
cludes rotations in specific
work in community care.”
The rural community

health program brings in
students that want to prac-
ticemedicine in rural com-
munities.
“Gratiot County is a

medically underserved
community,” she said. “So
our efforts are to help al-
leviate that underserved
status.”
As part of the program

she was at the public
health department and she

noticed what they needed
was a better book garden.
“She saw the need and

collected over 1,000 books
through her book drive,”
Terhune said. “People vol-
untarily provided these
books to her.”
The books were for the

children to look at to in-
crease literacy and en-
courage reading because
the people who typically
go into the health depart-
ment are underserved.
“She actually held them

in my office for a while,”
Terhune said. “So for some
time I just had stacks and
stacks of books. Her father
actually constructed and
built the book garden.”
Buhr collected so many

books that she will to be

able to place some of them
in Dr. Lossio’s pediatrician
office, which is also in Gra-
tiot County.
“She did this completely

on her own accord,” Ter-
hune said. “This was some-
thing that she was passion-
ate about, so she decided
to do it.”
The program is making

an effort to recruit stu-
dents to specific communi-
ties they’re from to go back
to training. These are the
greatest indicators of need.
“We’re really proud of

Lauren,” Terhune said.
“She has taken the mis-
sion of our program by
storm and done far more
than any other student has.
She’s done a fantastic job
of serving her community.”

A Tribute to Life.
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Age 89, of Houghton
Lake, formerly of Alma
passed away Mon-
day, May 28, 2018 at
the Lighthouse at Ro-
scommon Health and
Rehabilitation Center.
He was born July 26,
1928 in Alma the son
of Chester and Eunice
(Kilpatrick) Fillhard.
On October 2, 1947 he
married Beverly Bige-
low in St. Louis, Mich-
igan. Lyndon worked
as a welder for Lob-
dell-Emery for 44 years,
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and was an avid Detroit Tigers fan. He was an
accomplished guitar player and played in several
bands over the years, most recently the Lyndy
Fillhard Combo. Lyndon is survived by his wife of
70 years, Beverly Fillhard of Houghton Lake, two
daughters; Lynda Fillhard of Houghton Lake and
LuAnne (Robert) Strouse of Ft. Meyers, Fl., two sis-
ters; Leatha (Al) Hicks, Leila (Calvin) Wyant and a
brother; Vern (Janet) Fillhard. He was preceded in
death by his parents, a grandson; Jesse Strouse,
two brothers; Lester and Lyle Fillhard and a sis-
ter; Leona LaBonville. A memorial service will be
held on Friday, June 1, 2018 at 11:30 am at Lux
-Moody-Wolfel Funeral Home with Pastor Brian
2?$;GC #F0$?5@?%D) 6%@GE'G%@ (?88 3G AG8" ?% -A5!G8
Gardens Cemetery at a later time. Visitation will
be held from 10:30 am until the time of services at
the funeral home. Memorial contributions may be
made to your local Humane Society. To view Lyn-
don’s obituary online or to leave a condolence for
the family please visit www.luxfuneralhomes.com

FILLHARD, LYNDON D.

Age 98, of Brecken-
ridge, passed away
Tuesday, May 29, 2018
at the Medilodge Nurs-
ing Home in Mt. Pleas-
ant. Ruth was born
November 2, 1919 in
Midland, the daughter
of Walter and Frances
(Rosa) Coulson. She
graduated from Mid-
land High School. Ruth
married Joseph Na-
gel, who preceded her
in death. Ruth was a
home maker and en-
joyed gardening and be-

ing outside. She is survived by her daughters Linda
(Jerry) Hill, Lana Finch, grandchildren Kurt Hill,
Tara Hill, Bill (Kim) Finch Jr., Brett Finch, great
grandchildren Shayanne, Alyssa, Joe and sister-in-
law Jackie Coulson. Ruth was preceded in death
by her parents, husband and brothers Leon and
Hubert Coulson. A graveside service will be held
Saturday, June 2, 2018 at 1 pm at Ridgelawn Cem-
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to Gratiot County Commission on Aging. Arrange-
ments have been entrusted to the care of the Lux
and Whiting Funeral Chapel. To view Ruth’s obit-
uary or to leave a condolence for the family please
visit www.luxfuneralhomes.com.

NAGEL, RUTH ALICE

Age 59 of Shepherd
passed away Wednes-
day, May 30, 2018 sur-
rounded by family at
her home. Services for
Peggy will be Saturday,
June 2 at the Shep-
herd United Methodist
Church at 1pm with
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There will be Visitation
Friday, June 1 at Berry
Funeral Home from
2 to 8pm. Peggy was
born August 13, 1958.
Her parents were Wil-
son and Jessie (Bailey)

Render. Peggy enjoyed camping and was active
in the Shepherd PTO and Boy Scouts. She loved
spending time with her kids, grandchildren, and
extended family. Peggy married Fredie Roberts on
November 2, 1985. She worked for CMU food ser-
vices for nearly 20 years. Peggy is survived by her
husband Fredie; 2 sons Devin (Cascella) Roberts of
Birch Run and Austin (Scott) Roberts of Midland;
2 grandchildren Brianna and Kendall Roberts; her
sister Tamara (Dale) Kent of Newcastle, WY; nieces
Ashley (Michael) Tupper, Amy Kent, and Jenna
Roberts; nephews Adam (Laura) Kent and Sean
Roberts; sister-in-law Bonnie VanHorn; and broth-
er-in-law Larry Roberts. Peggy is preceded by her
parents, her mother and father-in law Helen and
Joe Roberts, and her brother-in-law Walter Van-
Horn.
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Medical student builds book garden
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MI LOTTERY
Wednesday
Midday Daily 3: 3-7-7
Midday Daily 4: 8-3-1-0
Daily 3: 3-0-3
Daily 4: 0-1-8-5
Fantasy 5: 18-22-24-25-26
Keno: 03-05-06-10-16-18-
23-24-25-29-49-52-54-56-
57-58-61-62-63-67-70-80
Mega Millions: Estimated
Jackpot: $97million
Powerball: Estimated
Jackpot: $60million

The lottery numbers are not of-
ficial. Check www.michiganlot-
tery.com for confirmation.
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Attorney’s surgery
delays Flint water
crisis prosecutions

FLINT » Emergency sur-
gery has sidelined the lead
attorney for a state engi-
neer charged with criminal
wrongdoing related to the
Flint water crisis and will
delay his and three other
preliminary examinations.
Genesee District Court

Judge Jennifer Manley has
granted a motion to ad-
journ preliminary exams

scheduled to continue this
week for four Michigan De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Quality officials, further
bogging down what has al-
ready been a drawn-out pro-
cess.
Michael Prysby filed

the motion to adjourn this
week’s continuation of the
exams after his lead attor-
ney, Frank Reynolds of Fos-
ter, Swift, Collins & Smith,
underwent “emergency life-
saving surgery” on May 15,
according to court records.

— MLive via AP Marketplace

other construction materi-
als.
The husband and wife

were both employees of the
construction company the
items were stolen from;
the company has not been
named by police publicly.
The case remains un-

der investigation, and addi-
tional charges are expected.
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