As Grace Church in Mt. Pleasant marks 20 years since its beMorning Sun
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ginnings
as a- youth-focused
and
non-denominational ministry, a

what is going on in this church?”
Others are parents or family of
the post asked. “I have no doubt current Grace Church members
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that this place exhibits many — suddenly cut out of the lives of The Ward Theater
in downtown
Mt. P
of the attributes of an abusive
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GRATIOT COUNTY

IT’S GETTING HARDER TO
WATCH THE PINE RIVER FLOW
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LINDA GITTLEMAN — FOR THE MORNING SUN

It’s only June and the Pine River at Leppien Park in St. Louis is already covered with nasty-looking vegetation.
By Linda Gittleman
For the Morning Sun

Walking on water apparently
is for the birds.
Humans can’t stroll across
the Pine River in St. Louis, but
birds can and do.
They can even perch in the
middle of the river and rest

as they survey the vegetative
growth that continues to spread
on the river at Leppien Park.
Healthy Pine River Chairman Gary Rayburn told members that St. Louis residents
were concerned about the contamination in Alma and its impact downstream.
From the looks of the river

downstream, it’s not good.
That’s why Alma College
sophomore Mary Beth Kirk - an
Alma native - will be testing the
water in Alma and in St. Louis
this summer.
She’ll be working under the
guidance of geology professor
Murray Borrello and biology
professor Tim Keeton.

She told the group Thursday
that she would be using the established protocols and she’s
particularly interested in the
quality of the river before and
after a rain event.
She will also be looking at Ecoli and antibiotic resistant contamination.
PINE RIVER » PAGE 2
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Young Church became her week required by her internentire world, Evenden said. ship at the church with no
“It’s prime breeding time off, leading to missed
Morning Sun - 06/16/2018
ground (in Mt. Pleasant),” family and life events.
Evenden said. “It was built
“I didn’t go to the wedding
on college students who are of a very good friend, and

things like I needed to sell wife and children, brothers
my car to pay my student and sisters—yes, even their
loan debt or that I wasn’t a own life—such a person canCopy
Reduced to 80% from original to fit letter page
good candidate to be mar- not be my disciple.”
ried,” Kattelus said. “I was
The leader’s point, Green
groomed; I needed to make said, was that to be in good

of their years with Grace
where they feel they were
pressured to give, to submit
and to put the church above
all things.
As the stories mount up

on-one to resolve the issues;
many of the ex-members and
concerned family say, that’s
Page : A02
exactly what they tried to
do when they left Grace and
now they want to tell others.

Pine River

risks to the water once it
goes over the dam are more
areas of studies, as are water purity, temperatures, oxFROM PAGE 1
ygen and Ph levels.
The algae blooms and the
Algae, she noted, use up

the river’s oxygen and the
ﬁsh need it to live.
Her work will take her
from Riverdale to the Mill
Street Bridge in St. Louis.
For Kirk, her summer en-

terprise is personal.
“It does hit home,” she
said noting how she has
seen the river change.
“It’s just getting worse
and worse,” she said. “It’s

my back yard too.”
Borrello said Kirk’s studies will allow them to match
these results with previous
studies.
“We don’t know how

long bacteria lasts,” he said.
“This will allow us to track
that.”
A report on the results
of the studies is expected
in September.

Flag

the ceremony, bringing
each ﬂag to the front of the
stage as each ﬂag’s history
FROM PAGE 1
was explained.
For example, the 13-star
No. 631 in Alma and No. 609 American ﬂag - created by
in St. Louis participated in Betsy Ross and ﬁrst used in

1792 and featuring stars for
each of the colonies - and
the “Tree Flag” - used in
the American Revolution
- were showcased, all the
way up to the modern, 50star, 13-stripe ﬂag known

today.
The Midstatesmen Chorus also performed songs.
T he “A mer ic a nism”
group within the Elks
Lodge held an essay contest and coloring contest.

The lodge received approximately 65 essays and
120 coloring displays.
The essay contest featured the question “Why
are veterans American heroes?”.

Winners from the contests received cash prizes
and other items.
Children from communities such as Alma, Ithaca,
St. Louis and Breckenridge
participated.

Horse

A tour that features the
creation of planting soil,
Colonville Country Store
and an Amish prepared
lunch is also being offered
at the event. The tour will
cost $85 and will have
participants stop at nine locations in or around the Al-

vin Yoder farm area.
The event is organized by
a national board of directors, as well as a state board
that is dedicated to organizing the event, according to
Yoder.
According to Yoder, the
national event goes to a new

state each year and it only
comes to Michigan once every six years. The last Michigan-hosted Horse Progress
Days was also held in Clare.
“We’re hoping to bring
in 15,000 people.” Yoder said. “There are some
people who come from

South America who try to
promote the practices down
where they’re from.”
Past events have brought
in more than 20,000 people.
The price of entering the
event is $10, with children
12 and under being able to
enter for free.
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tury,” Organizer Dale Stolzfus said, “There’s a vibrant horse farming culture in the U.S., mainly in

the Amish community.”
The event will also feature a parade of horses
of differing breeds, a produce equipment demonstration and seminars covering many topics, including
horse training and produce
growing.
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