
Morning Sun - 06/16/2018 Page : A01

Copyright (c)2018 The Morning Sun, a 21st Century Media Property & part of Digital First Media MI -- All rights reserved. Please review new arbitration language here. Edition 06/16/2018
June 19, 2018 2:43 pm (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

ByCoreyMicho
cmicho@digitalfirstmedia.com
@corey_micho on Twitter

The 25th annual Horse Prog-
ress Days will be taking place in
June 29 and 30 on Colonville Rd.
at Alvin Yoder’s farm Clare.
The event will bring people

from across the country put on
field demonstrations that will fea-
ture horses and modern horse-
drawn equipment.
“The goal of the event is ed-

ucate people and to promote
small-scale farming and the use
of horse powered,” LeRoy Yoder,
farmer and local organizer, said.
The idea of using horses and

horse equipment
“It’s a demonstration of what’s

available now in the 21st cen-

CLARE

National horse
festival coming
June 29-30

BySeanBradley
Sbradley@digitalfirstmedia.com
@MorningSunSean on Twitter

About 50 people from around
Gratiot County showed support
for the American flag and other
flags flown throughout the coun-
try’s history during an annual
Flag Day ceremony Thursday.
The event was held at the Elks

Lodge No. 1400 at 610 W. War-
wick Drive in Alma.
The ceremony is conducted

annually, required by the Elks
Grand Lodge.
“It’s always important to show

patriotism for the flag and to
show support for the veterans and
them giving up their lives for the
freedoms we do have,” said John
Kennedy, Exalted Ruler of Elks
Lodge No. 1400.
Members of Boy Scout Troops

GRATIOTCOUNTY

Flag Day
ceremony
held in Alma

LINDA GITTLEMAN — FOR THE MORNING SUN

It’s only June and the Pine River at Leppien Park in St. Louis is already covered with nasty-looking vegetation.

By LindaGittleman
For the Morning Sun

Walking on water apparently
is for the birds.
Humans can’t stroll across

the Pine River in St. Louis, but
birds can and do.
They can even perch in the

middle of the river and rest

as they survey the vegetative
growth that continues to spread
on the river at Leppien Park.
Healthy Pine River Chair-

man Gary Rayburn told mem-
bers that St. Louis residents
were concerned about the con-
tamination in Alma and its im-
pact downstream.
From the looks of the river

downstream, it’s not good.
That’s why Alma College

sophomore Mary Beth Kirk - an
Alma native - will be testing the
water in Alma and in St. Louis
this summer.
She’ll be working under the

guidance of geology professor
Murray Borrello and biology
professor Tim Keeton.

She told the group Thursday
that she would be using the es-
tablished protocols and she’s
particularly interested in the
quality of the river before and
after a rain event.
She will also be looking at E-

coli and antibiotic resistant con-
tamination.

GRATIOTCOUNTY

IT’S GETTING HARDER TO
WATCH THE PINE RIVER FLOW

By Lisa Yanick Litwiller
llitwiller@michigannewspapers.com
@yanicklitwiller on Twitter

Editor’s note: This story is
one in a series examining Grace
Church inMt. Pleasant including
its beginnings and philosophy, its
growth inmembers and assets, as
well as a large vocal group of ex-
members sounding alarms about
what they say are manipulative
and damaging patterns.
As Grace Church in Mt. Pleas-

ant marks 20 years since its be-
ginnings as a youth-focused and
non-denominational ministry, a

large and growing group of for-
mer members are warning others
with tales of manipulation, con-
trol, spiritual abuse and isolation.
Seeking others who could come

forward with concerning stories
from Grace — either their own or
involving family members who
joined — a post on the social me-
dia platform Reddit sat mostly ig-
nored for several months.
“Is anybody willing to go pub-

lic with me and my family about
what is going on in this church?”
the post asked. “I have no doubt
that this place exhibits many
of the attributes of an abusive

church, and arguably, a cult.”
Then at the beginning of June

one answer turned intomore, and
within a week more than 100 sto-
ries had been shared.
Many of the testimonials are

eerily similar to one another; for-
mer members have recounted in-
cidents at Grace — known as The
Young Church when it opened in
the late 1990s — that left them
feeling controlled, manipulated
and lonely.
Others are parents or family of

current Grace Church members
— suddenly cut out of the lives of

MT. PLEASANT

Ex-members sound alarms about Grace Church

COURTESY PHOTO

The Ward Theater in downtown Mt. Pleasant is part of the Grace
Church properties and the original home The Young Church.
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www.masonicpathways.com

Call for more information:

Residential Living at its Finest!
Inspired by the true spirit of Freemasonry...we’ve been enhancing lives for generations!
Life’s journey doesn’t end at retirement.
The amenities at Pathways are as diverse as our
residents. A dedicated concierge team, a variety of
delicious dining options, an outdoor putting green
and shuffleboard courts, an indoor theatre, beauty
shop, computer lab and daily access to many
social outlets and shopping to name a few.

From our beautiful campus to the trusting
friendships between staff and residents you’ll find a
real commitment to helping our residents live a well
rounded life.
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ByAlan Fram
and Jill Colvin
Of The Associated Press

WASHINGTON » President
Donald Trump ignited elev-
enth-hour confusion Fri-
day over Republican efforts
to push immigration legis-
lation through the House,
when he said he wouldn’t
sign a “moderate” package.
But the White House later
walked back the comments,
formally endorsing themea-
sure and saying Trump had
been confused.
The campaign-season tu-

mult erupted as GOP lead-
ers put finishing touches on
a pair of Republican bills:
a hard-right proposal and a
middle-ground plan negoti-
ated by the party’s conser-
vative and moderate wings,
with White House input.
Only the compromise bill
would open a door to cit-
izenship for young immi-
grants brought to the U.S.
illegally as children, and
reduce the separation of
children from their par-
ents when families are de-
tained crossing the border
— a practice that has drawn
bipartisan condemnation in

recent days.
“I’m looking at both of

them,” Trump said when
asked about the proposals
during an impromptu in-
terview on Fox News’ “Fox
& Friends,” adding: “I cer-
tainly wouldn’t sign the
more moderate one.”
The comment prompted

widespread confusion on
the Hill. Earlier this week,
House Speaker Paul Ryan
told his colleagues that
Trump supported the mid-
dle-ground package, and
White House aide Stephen
Miller, an immigration
hard-liner who has been
accused of trying to sabo-
tage immigration deals in
the past, told conservative
lawmakers at a closed-door
meeting that the president
backed that plan.
But a senior White House

official later said Trump
had misspoken and be-
lieved his Fox interviewer
was asking about an ef-
fort by GOP moderates —
abandoned for now — that
would have forced votes on
a handful of bills and likely
led to House passage of lib-
eral-leaning versions party
leaders oppose. The official,

who was not authorized to
discuss internal conversa-
tions by name, spoke on
the condition of anonymity.
The interviewer had

specifically asked whether
Trump supported a con-
servative bill penned by
Rep. Bob Goodlatte, R-Va.,
o or “something more mod-
erate,” and asked whether
he’d sign “either one.”

The White House later
put out a statement for-
mally endorsing the mea-
sure.
“The President fully sup-

ports both the Goodlatte
bill and the House leader-
ship bill,” said White House
spokesman Raj Shah, add-
ing that Trump would sign
“either the Goodlatte or the
leadership bills.”

NATION

White House: Trump supports
GOP leaders’ immigration bill

people once held close— ex-
pressing concerns that the
church targets young, im-
pressionable and vulnera-
ble members.
Many have pointed to

warning signs of abusive
membership while others
have directly accused Grace
Church of being cult-like.
Without addressing or

disputing the many spe-
cific incidents or concerns,
Grace Church founder and
leadminister Barry Flanders
contends that the church is
‘not anywhere near” a cult, a
word he finds repulsive.
The church was built to

provide “A safe place for a
dangerous message,” Flan-
ders said, clarifying that
dangerous simply meant
transformative or life-chang-
ing.
Members range from

homeschooled kids to pub-
lic school attendees, from
stay-at-homemoms towork-
ing adults.
“Wehave a broad range of

people,” Flanders said.
Sarah Weller Evenden

was in high school in Mt.
Pleasant before The Young
Church was even a thing; at
first, Flanders held a youth
groupmeeting—anoffshoot
of the youth ministry he did
at First Baptist Church — in
the school’s cafeteria.
“My dad was a pastor, I

grew up in church,” Even-
den said.
The youth group’s vibe

was exciting and different
than traditional service, so
when Flanders and others
bought TheWard Theater in
downtownMt. Pleasant and
turned it into the home of
The Young Church Evenden
was a new high school grad
and a fully investedmember.
Enrolled in college, The

Young Church became her
entire world, Evenden said.
“It’s prime breeding

ground (in Mt. Pleasant),”
Evenden said. “It was built
on college students who are

vulnerable, looking to fit in.”
As a freshman at Cen-

tral Michigan University
in 2002, Zach Cahalan was
impressed with the church’s
warm outreach and passion
for Christ.
“Iwas excited about some-

thing bigger thanmyself,” he
said.
That same year, Rodney

Green — another freshman
— joined the church because
he felt he was part of some-
thing special.
The eagerness of youth

— and the vulnerability —
made many a target, said
CaryKattelus, who attended
in the early 2000s.
“I came into the church

at 20-years-old; I was young
and vulnerable... looking for
meaning,” she said. “And
they preyed on that.”
Each spent years as young

adults giving time, money
and more to what was then
The Young Church, each
reaching out to Flanders be-
fore leaving to express con-
cerns.
Like many ex-Grace

Church members sharing
stories now, Evenden was
an intern with the church;
for the spot, she had to raise
around $3,000 to give to the
church.
“Itwasn’t so you could live

andhave the internship,” she
said. “You paid the church in
order to participate in the in-
ternship.”
Flanders said that while

interns—now referred to as
apprentices in the church —
are required to raise funds,
the money is used for re-
treats and other events and
the balance is returned to
the member to pay for the
next semester’s rent.
Many members of the

group have no memory of
receiving a refund, while a
few do.
Like many, Evenden

needed to work a paying job
in addition to the 40 hours a
week required by her intern-
ship at the church with no
time off, leading to missed
family and life events.
“I didn’t go to thewedding

of a very good friend, and

therewere peoplewho never
went home for holidays be-
cause they were pressured
to be there for the church,”
she said. “Every moment
had to be accounted forwith
church leadership.”
Those leaders — some

who have been a part of
what Flanders now calls the
elders since they themselves
were in high school attend-
ing youth group—would re-
quire interns to account for
every moment of every day
in 15 minute increments.
“They would asked, ‘Did

this benefit the church?
Could you have donemore,’”
Evenden said.
In particular, young un-

married girls felt the brunt
of the work and control
methods.
“It was because they were

not married, didn’t have
families. It was very much
the culture, it was group
think. It didn’t come from
the pulpit, but women were
expected to get married
young, have kids young,” she
said. “A lot of girls especially
never finish the degrees they
came here to get in the first
place.”
A friend of Evenden now

and during their Young
Church days, Kattelus felt a
similar pressure.
After five years at the

church, Kattelus started dat-
ing someone on the leader-
ship team; she had obtained
a college degree and the debt
that often comeswith it, and
that was unacceptable.
“At that time I was told

things like I needed to sell
my car to pay my student
loan debt or that I wasn’t a
good candidate to be mar-
ried,” Kattelus said. “I was
groomed; I needed to make

myself ‘appropriate’ formar-
riage, for a family. I was 25.”
Kattelus, who moved to

Mt. Pleasant to attend col-
lege, said she felt shewas be-
ing punished in the church
for having an education and
dating a leader; at the same
time, her family thought
the push to sell her only
transportation to work was
“crazy.”
At Grace, Kattelus and

others who left say they felt
pressure to dismiss their
own families in order to ser-
vice the church.
Initially happy she had

found somewhere to belong,
her family eventually be-
came concerned when Kat-
telus — armed with an ed-
ucation — remained in Mt.
Pleasant with no advanta-
geous job prospects and only
the church to keep her.
“As timeprogressed, Iwas

encouraged not to go home,
not to talk to family. I was
told this churchwas the only
path... that the church was
my family and I should de-
pend on the church,” she
said.
Green remembers a

time as a volunteer with
The Young Church when
he chose to visit his family
rather than attending to his
every Saturday ministry re-
quirements; it had been six
months since hewent home.
His leader pressured him

to cancel the visit andquoted
a bible verse from the book
of Luke that reads, “If any-
one comes to me and does
not hate father and mother,
wife and children, brothers
and sisters—yes, even their
own life—such a person can-
not be my disciple.”
The leader’s point, Green

said, was that to be in good

service to God and the
church, Green should chose
his volunteer work over the
family visit.
Although he felt uncom-

fortable he followed through
with the family visit; when
he got home, he was con-
fronted by several leaders
of the church who told him
he was difficult to lead, and
they could only give time to
members who were truly
committed.
“I felt used, confused and

burdened,” Green said, but it
still took time before he left
the church for good.
The isolation formany ex-

members contributed to hes-
itation in leaving the church
despite negative experiences;
for most, leaving the church
meant leaving everyonewho
had become important in
their lives.
“When Iwalked out of the

Ward the last time, I walked
out knowing it wasn’t just
walking away from church,”
Evenden said. “You’re ex-
communicated. Nobodywill
talk to you.”
The same fear and lone-

liness loomed for Kattelus.
“When I left, I went from

having a support system to
no support. I had no friends
over night. It was very diffi-
cult. It shaped my life,” she
said.
Cahalan, who has spear-

headed efforts to organize
the growing and vocal group
of ex-membersbycreatingan
ongoing chat between 100 or
more people, said he started
keeping a list of issues he
saw within the church but
still stayed longer.
“When I left, I lost my en-

tire network of friends. It
gave me so much pause. It
was difficult to pull trigger,”
he said.
In between a feeling of be-

longing to something bigger
and walking away from the
church Flanders built, ex-
membershave shareddetails
of their years with Grace
where they feel they were
pressured to give, to submit
and to put the church above
all things.
As the stories mount up

on Reddit and the newly
formedgracechurchexposed.
org, Flanders said Grace,
“Has been a church in prog-
ress since the beginning.”
In a two-hour interview

and in an email clarifying
some of his answers later,
Flanders said the difference
might be perspective.
“I believe that in many

cases thosewho are explain-
ing online how they felt in
the past in various situa-
tions at Grace Church, that
they are posting their expe-
rience honestly, describing
facts and feelings as accu-
rately as they believe them
to be, similar to what I am
trying to do in this email.”
he wrote. “So, a better way
for me to put my response
to your scenarios... is simple
to say that I and others at
Grace have a different per-
spective, and in my opinion,
a perspective that may offer
a more balanced narrative.”
While ex-congregates join

family of current members
in expressing concern pub-
licly, current Grace church
attendees have been asked
to privately share their expe-
riences with Flanders, how-
ever thosemessages will not
be shared publicly by the
church, he said.
Like many vocal ex-mem-

bers, Brian Locke joined the
congregation in The Young
Church days, and is still a
member of Grace Church
today; he recognizes some
of the stories shared as be-
longing topeoplehe’s known
for years, some he considers
friends.
“It’s a gut punch,” he said.

“I’m very sorry that was
their perceived experience
with our congregation...we
are perfectly aware we’re
not perfect. We want recon-
ciliation.”
Quoting a verse in the Bi-

ble, Flanders said his hope
is that all who feel wronged
will approach others one-
on-one to resolve the issues;
many of the ex-members and
concerned family say, that’s
exactly what they tried to
do when they left Grace and
now theywant to tell others.
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tury,” Organizer Dale Stol-
zfus said, “There’s a vi-
brant horse farming cul-
ture in the U.S., mainly in

the Amish community.”
The event will also fea-

ture a parade of horses
of differing breeds, a pro-
duce equipment demonstra-
tion and seminars cover-
ing many topics, including
horse training and produce
growing.

A tour that features the
creation of planting soil,
Colonville Country Store
and an Amish prepared
lunch is also being offered
at the event. The tour will
cost $85 and will have
participants stop at nine lo-
cations in or around the Al-

vin Yoder farm area.
The event is organized by

a national board of direc-
tors, as well as a state board
that is dedicated to organiz-
ing the event, according to
Yoder.
According to Yoder, the

national event goes to a new

state each year and it only
comes toMichigan once ev-
ery six years. The last Mich-
igan-hosted Horse Progress
Days was also held in Clare.
“We’re hoping to bring

in 15,000 people.” Yo-
der said. “There are some
people who come from

South America who try to
promote the practices down
where they’re from.”
Past events have brought

inmore than 20,000 people.
The price of entering the

event is $10, with children
12 and under being able to
enter for free.

Horse
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No. 631 in Alma andNo. 609
in St. Louis participated in

the ceremony, bringing
each flag to the front of the
stage as each flag’s history
was explained.
For example, the 13-star

American flag - created by
Betsy Ross and first used in

1792 and featuring stars for
each of the colonies - and
the “Tree Flag” - used in
the American Revolution
- were showcased, all the
way up to the modern, 50-
star, 13-stripe flag known

today.
The Midstatesmen Cho-

rus also performed songs.
The “Americanism”

group within the Elks
Lodge held an essay con-
test and coloring contest.

The lodge received ap-
proximately 65 essays and
120 coloring displays.
The essay contest fea-

tured the question “Why
are veterans American he-
roes?”.

Winners from the con-
tests received cash prizes
and other items.
Children from communi-

ties such as Alma, Ithaca,
St. Louis and Breckenridge
participated.

Flag
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The algae blooms and the

risks to the water once it
goes over the dam are more
areas of studies, as are wa-
ter purity, temperatures, ox-
ygen and Ph levels.
Algae, she noted, use up

the river’s oxygen and the
fish need it to live.
Her work will take her

from Riverdale to the Mill
Street Bridge in St. Louis.
For Kirk, her summer en-

terprise is personal.
“It does hit home,” she

said noting how she has
seen the river change.
“It’s just getting worse

and worse,” she said. “It’s

my back yard too.”
Borrello said Kirk’s stud-

ies will allow them tomatch
these results with previous
studies.
“We don’t know how

long bacteria lasts,” he said.
“This will allow us to track
that.”
A report on the results

of the studies is expected
in September.

Pine River
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

Age 94 of Midland, left this earth on Tuesday June
12, 2018 at MidMichigan Medical Center, Midland.
Funeral service for Virginia will be conducted at
11:00 a.m. Tuesday June 19, 2018 from Wilson
MILLER Funeral Home, 4210 N. Saginaw Rd. Mid-
land. Family will receive guests at the funeral home
on Monday from 5 to 8:00 p.m. and on Tuesday
from 10:00 a.m. until the time of service. Memori-
als may be offered to the wishes of the family. Full
obituary may be accessed online at:

www.wilson-miller.com.

ULLERY, VIRGINIA EILEEN

EVAN VUCCI — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters at the White
House on Friday in Washington.

Officials: Infants
shouldn’t drink
Battle Creek water
BATTLE CREEK » Health
officials are advising
families in a southwest-
ern Michigan not to al-
low infants to drink from
a city’s water system
after finding elevated
levels of manganese.
The city of Battle

Creek began distribut-
ing bottled water Thurs-
day following an an-
nouncement that man-
ganese was identified
exceeding the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection
Agency’s health advi-
sory level.
Battle Creek officials

say adults and children
older than 12 months
can drink tap water.
The city also advises

against boiling water,
which may increase
manganese levels.
The EPA says manga-

nese is a natural element
found in air, soil and
water that can be dan-
gerous in high concen-
trations.
It can affect the ner-

vous system and has
been linked to learning
and behavioral problems
later in life.
The city is investigat-

ing the cause of the high
levels.

— The Associated Press
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Without addressing or disputing
themany specific incidents or
concerns, GraceChurch founder
and leadminister Barry Flanders
contends that the church is ‘not
anywherenear” a cult, awordhe
finds repulsive.
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