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By Linda Gittleman
For the Morning Sun

In a surprising move, repre-
sentatives from all three coun-
ties in the Mid Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department unan-
imously agreed that it’s time for
septic system regulations.
The counties of Gratiot, Clin-

ton and Montcalm are repre-
sented by the health department.
Michigan is the only state

GRATIOTCOUNTY

County to
consider
septic system
ordinance

By LindaGittleman
For the Morning Sun

Formore than 40 years, retired
teacher DaveMcMacken has been
entertaining Gratiot residents
with tales from the past.
McMacken, a county historian,

continue his storytelling at 7 p.m.
on June 26 at the St. Louis His-
torical Society Depot when he
will speak on the ups and downs
of Alma’s former Lobdell Emory
Company.
Bringing of lawn chairs is en-

couraged. If rain occurs, the event
will be held in the First Method-
ist Church.
“It’s an amazing story,” Mc-

ALMA

Talk set
on former
Lobdell
company

ByLisaYanick Litwiller
llitwiller@michigannewspapers.com
@yanicklitwiller on Twitter

Editor’s note: This story is one in a se-
ries examining Grace Church in Mt.
Pleasant including its beginnings
and philosophy, its growth in mem-
bers and assets, as well as a large vo-
cal group of ex-members sounding
alarms about what they say are ma-
nipulative and damaging patterns.

Through its 20 years of history,
Grace Church has seen members
come and members go.
For some, leaving was com-

plicated, motivated by negative
experiences that have recently
spawned an outpouring of sto-
ries and in some cases, warnings.
During The Young Church days

and now as Grace, the congrega-
tion has seen members leave qui-
etly — one day there, the next
not — and at other times in vo-
cal waves of people hoping to ef-
fect change by catching the atten-
tion of Lead Pastor Barry Flan-
ders and the elder team.
For those facilitating grace-

churchexposed.org, a collection
of ex-members sounding alarms
about the church, recent apolo-

gies posted by Flanders on the
Grace Church blog might be too
little too late.
In addition to the individ-

ual apologies made after stories
were published in this series by
the Morning Sun, Flanders has
suggested that grievances be re-
solved in a manner described in
the bible.
First, approach the individual.

If that doesn’t work, bring one or
two people with you; if that still
fails, tell the church.
For many of the ex-members,

they already tried that when they
left Grace in meetings with Flan-
ders and in letters; they are con-
cerned that the same behaviors
may still be in practice at the
church today.
“Just because many of us have

forgiven (Flanders’) personal sins
against us, that does not mean
that we can or should absolve
him of the institutional sins he
has been and continues to be re-
sponsible for,” A recent post on
gracechurchexposed.org reads.
“But the evidence on this site
shows that they are failing mis-
erably, and at some point enough
is enough. We have reached that

point and now it is time to accept
the Biblical consequences for your
failures and take appropriate ac-
tions to ensure they do not hap-
pen again.”
In the mid-2000s, several early

members — most of them teens
when they joined — left as The
young Church became Grace
Church, after years of giving their
time, resources and faith.
Sarah Weller Evenden, who

started when The Young Church
was just a youth group at Mt.
Pleasant High School, remem-
bers a meeting with Flanders
when she decided to leave Grace
after years.
After her roommate was en-

couraged to open Evenden’s mail
to expose her “hidden sin” of debt
as a college student, things at the
church no longer “sat right” with
her.
“I started to questionmore and

more... and then they were chang-
ing the name because they said
were ‘grace-filled not harsh;’ I
didn’t feel that was true,” she said.
Like others, Evenden met with

Flanders to share her concerns
and walked away – from Flanders
and the church — feeling issues

were unheard and unresolved.
Around 2012, another group

left when a well-known leader
in the church shared that he and
his family would leave; many
were young married couples or
families, citing the treatment of
women, the lack of governance
structure and isolationism as
reasons.
Unlike some members who

were there one day and gone the
next, the 2012 departure caused
ripples, obvious to the congre-
gation that long-time members
chose to say goodbye.
Then in 2015, an elder of the

church left after he challenged
Flanders’ handling of a poten-
tially alarming situation involv-
ing another elder.
As a result, the team of elders

and their wives were subjected
to late-night meetings, some six
hours long, where they were pres-
sured to confess personal details
about their past sins, according to
the elder who left and asked to re-
main unnamed.
After he left, that elder was

subjected to a potentially crim-
inal investigation, based on
twisted and manipulated details
that could only have been gleaned
from those elder meetings, he
said; no wrong-doing was discov-

ered and no charges filed against
the elder.
Whether they left quietly or

tried to gain audience with elders
or the church many ex-members
and current members of Grace
Church share common senti-
ments: a desire to reconcile and
love for the other side.
Rodney Green wrote a letter

to his leader outlining concerns
of control and manipulation; in-
stead of open ears, Green was
asked to leave the church.
In that moment, green “just

disappeared” from the congrega-
tion, he said.
Saddened and shocked, Green

told friends who were also mem-
bers; they left the church with
Green.
“That solidarity was so help-

ful. I don’t knowwhere i would be
with out them,” Green said. “They
all stood up in my wedding.”
Six years leader, Green — who

traveled the world doing service
work after leaving Grace Church
—was visitingMt. Pleasant when
his old leader, the one who told
him to leave, asked to meet.
Some time after Green left

Grace, that leader — who spoke
to the Morning Sun but asked to
remain unnamed — left as well.

MT. PLEASANT

Leaving, reconciliation, accountability

By JamesMcKinnie
jmckinnie@michigannewspapers.com
@JMcKinnie88 on Twitter

Chris Beck has a passion for
bees.
He’s been involved with the

Michigan Beekeepers Associa-
tion for approximately 20 years.
“Mymother was a beekeeper,”

he said. “My grandmother was
also a beekeeper, so I’ve been
around it all for a long time.
I have been more heavily in-
volved in it the last few years.
I just really enjoy being around
the bees.”
He recently started a bee-

keeping club in Breckenridge
with his friend, Joe Bushre.
“This bee club here just

started in May,” Beck said. “So
it’s a brand new bee club. There
are a lot of new bee keepers,
so my friend and I decided to
help them out. We want them
to learn how to keep their bees
healthy.”
They were also inspired by

the lack of local clubs.
“There are a lot of beekeep-

ing clubs in Michigan,” Beck
said. “But they’re all 50-60
miles away from the Brecken-
ridge area. So we thought we
would start one here in Gratiot
County.”
The group doesn’t charge a

membership fee to join.
“Our club is free,” Beck said.

“We have about 80 people that
follow our group on Facebook,
and we have about 25 people
that show up to our meetings.
We hope to have 100 people in
our club soon.”
The meetings are held ev-

ery fourth Wednesday of ev-
ery month and feature a short
lecture about beekeeping and
other information about the
hobby.
“We’ve also had a few field

day events,” Beck said. “Wewere
working with the bees physi-
cally, including demonstrating
how to install the bees into their

hives.”
Beck’s favorite part is work-

ing with the other beekeepers.
“Some of the keepers that

have shown up to these events
have spread the word out,” he
said.
“Almost every bee keeper has

a bee keeper buddy, so that’s
how we got started with only a

handful of people to the num-
ber we have now.”
The group gets recognized by

the Michigan Beekeepers Asso-
ciation, and is listed on their
website.
“The purpose of our bee club

is to learn how to keep them
healthy and to encourage peo-
ple to keep bees of their own,”

he said. “We try to pair people
together that have done it for a
while with people who are just
starting. We like building those
types of relationships.”
Those interested in more in-

formation on the club can “like”
his Middle of the Mitten Bee-
keepers Association Facebook
page.

BRECKENRIDGE

BONDINGBEEKEEPERS

JAMES MCKINNIE — MORNING SUN

Beginner beekeepers learn how to install packaged bees into new hives in Breckenridge on June 14.

Man and his friend start new local bee club in appreciation of hobby

Grace Church membership fluctuated due to experiences
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A Tribute to Life.
RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us

March 10, 1923 - June
13, 2018
age 95. Born in Munger,
Michigan to a farm fam-
ily with 13 children. In
WWII he was wounded,
being awarded both the
Silver Star and Purple
Heart. He lived most of
his adult life in Alma,
Michigan. He worked
as a hand tool grinder
for Garr Tool Company,
retiring as one of the
founding workers, with
his brother. Albert was
a member of the First

Church of God, Alma. Among many activities, he
was especially proud and remembered by those in
the community for promoting and running the bus
ministry with his wife. He enjoyed spending time
with his family. He was an avid gardener and out-
doorsman. He spent several winters snow birding to
M!+#!$C?DTW><!)CE P? WC8'< R'C<:G #' '?Z>R') :#6&H'
boarding in Mt. Pleasant and playing euchre at Se-
nior Citizens Organizations in Michigan & Indiana.
He moved to Indianapolis, Indiana to live with his
daughter Jean until his death. Albert is survived
by Linda Gulledge of Alma, Michigan; Jean Gra-
ham of Indianapolis, Indiana, and 5 grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife
Gladys of 49 years, his son Ronald (Rachel) Geiers-
bach of Roanoke, Virginia, his dear friend Louise
S<!&I8#G 8U> B<>8#'<: C?) 8U> :!:8'<:E ; M'@><!CW
Service will be held at Roselawn Cemetary Chapel
in Saginaw, Michigan on Tuesday June 19 at 1pm.

GEIERSBACH, ALBERT ARTHUR

NEFF, BERNARD JAMES
age 61, of Mt. Pleasant,

Saturday,passed away
June 16, 2018 at his
home. Funeral Services
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may view Bernard’s obituaryBarbara Brecht. You
send a condolenceonline and

memorial candle, or place a memorial donation at
www.clarkfuneralchapel.com
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of Battle Creek, for-
merly of Farwell, passed
away peacefully sur-
rounded by her family
Friday, June 15, 2018
at Serenity Adult Foster
Care near Cadillac. She
was 94. Mrs. O’Grady
was born July 8, 1923
in Sheridan Township,
Clare County, Michi-
gan to Sidney and Bes-
sie (Robart) Court. She
graduated from Bea-
verton High School in
1941 and was a lifelong
Central Michigan resi-

dent. Dorothy married John O’Grady May 5, 1945
in Clare and he preceded her in death June 2,
2000. John and Dorothy retired in 1986 from man-
aging the Osceola County Home. She was a mem-
ber of the Catholic Church who enjoyed her home
and family. Arlene was a Girl Scout leader and Den
mother. She was a genealogist, an avid reader,
animal lover, and enjoyed embroidery, crossword
puzzles and travel. Arlene is survived by a daugh-
ter, Carolyn Jean (Kurt) Kloesz of Cincinnati, OH,
two sons, Richard John (Marlene) O’Grady of Bat-
tle Creek, MI, David Leo (Tamsen) O’Grady of Har-
rietta, MI, eight grandchildren, seventeen great
grand, two sisters-in-law, Lida Court of Coleman,
Lorraine Boyce of Mt. Pleasant, and her brother-
!?FWCUG OC@': 42S<C)R >& 7#':8'<I'W)G MPE 0#' UC:
preceded in death by her parents, her husband,
John, and her brother, Rolland Court. A celebra-
tion honoring the life of Dorothy Arlene O’Grady
will take place at 11:00am Monday, July 9th at the
St. Ann Catholic Church in Cadillac with a lun-
cheon following. She will be laid to rest next to her
husband in St. Cecelia Cemetery, Clare, Michigan.

O’GRADY, DOROTHY ARLENE

MORRISON, ANNA M.
age 85, of Mt. Pleasant, passed away Saturday,
June 16, 2018 at her home. Cremation has taken
place.

Barbara West, 77, of
Mt. Pleasant, passed
away Sunday, June 17,
2018, at home with her
family by her side. A
Funeral Mass for Bar-
bara will be celebrated
at 11 a.m. Wednesday,
June 20, at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church
with Father Don
Henkes as celebrant. A
luncheon will follow at
Lincoln Reception Cen-
ter (attached to Charles
R. Lux Family Funeral
Home). The family will

receive friends at Charles R. Lux Family Funeral
Home on Tuesday from 4-7:30 p.m. with the Vigil
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Visitation continues at the
church on Wednesday one hour prior to Mass. Me-
morial contributions may be made to MidMichigan
Hospice. Envelopes will be available at the funeral
home and church. Barbara was born March 21,
1941, in Detroit, MI, daughter of the late Edwin
Ward and Marie Ellen (Lawson) Kerby. A graduate
of Shepherd High School, Barbara married Larry
Michael West on January 6, 1956, in Indiana. She
worked for Mt. Pleasant Public Schools as a bus
driver for 19 years. A devout Catholic, Barbara
was a member of Sacred Heart Parish. She enjoyed
playing Bingo, slots, board games, garage sales,
and collecting elephants. She spent much of her
life in Empire where she grew to love Lake Mich-
igan. But more than anything she loved her fam-
ily. She was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother,
great grandmother, and great-great grandmother.
Barbara is survived by her husband of 62 years,
Mike West; three children Chris (Nancy) West of Mt.
Pleasant, Bruce West (Nan Larson) of Shepherd,
and Michelle Jackson of Mt. Pleasant; six grand-
children, Jessica (Trevor) Brooks and Sarah Tefft,
Crystal West, and Jacqueline Jackson, Barry Jack-
son and Ozzie Jackson; 13 great-grandchildren,
Richard, Christopher, Elise, Seray, Charlie, Josie,
Jasmine, Mayson, Harley, Garner, Jozzlyn, Izak,
and Hailey; one great-great grandson, Marz; seven
siblings, Gene (Beth) Kerby of Benzonia, Darlene
Gray of Honor, Maria (Jack) Shippey of St. Johns,
Fred (Dorothy) Kerby of Benzonia, Wayne Kerby of
Mt. Pleasant, Debbie (Denny) Keitzman of Jack-
son, and Kim Mead of Sparta; many nieces and
nephews; and in-law, Veronica ‘Lol’ Gothup and
Florence ‘Tip’ Phillips. She was preceded in death
by her parents; three siblings and their spouses,
Tom and Connie Kerby, Cheryl Carpenter, Shirley
and Marvin Young, and Bryce Gray; and in-laws,
Joe and Rose West, Jack and Betty West, Richard
West, Gerald Ace ‘Butch’ West, Keith Gothup and
Bill Phillips. To leave a condolence for the family or
to sign the online guest book please visit:

www.CharlesRLux.com

WEST, BARBARA ANN (KIRBY)

“He asked for my forgive-
ness... he humbled himself
and took responsibility for
so many others,” Green
said. “I had spent years pro-
cessing. I had already for-
given him and I was ready
for reconciliation.”
That forgiveness was

“real relief” for the former
leader.
“Part of my role (as a

leader) was to get new peo-
ple interested,” he said. “An-
other part was when peo-
ple didn’t seem to fit the
culture I would talk to
them and encourage them
to move along... I Probably
had 30 conversations like
that. I remember feeling
sick; I was mistreated and
a mistreater. That is why
I don’t want to share my
name. I am embarrassed.”
Reconciliation is pos-

sible, as the two men —
who are now friends again

— and other ex-members
agree.
“A lot of us as we left,

there’s been an interest-
ing companionship and
restored friendship when
you’re no longer (at Grace
Church). It doesn’t happen
when you remain... People
are OK afterwards,” the for-
mer leader said.
Some current Grace

Church members say the
descriptions of mistreat-
ment are foreign to them;
those are not their experi-
ences. Regardless, a mutual
feeling of love exists.
“These are people that I

did ministry with for years.
Some of them I used to go
running with,” said current
member Brian Locke. “I do
care about these folks. I
love these people. I still love
these people. I have a child
named after one of these
people. I don’t have anger
towards them. I do wish it
could be handled a little bit
different.“
Like Flanders, Locke

quoted Bible verses that

lays the groundwork for re-
solving disputes; the Red-
dit thread and other public
sharing is “outside typical
bounds of how Christians
should be handling con-
flict,” he said.
Initially Flanders agreed,

though as stories have pub-
lished by the Morning Sun,
the pastor has used the
church’s blog to address
specific concerns.
“We are looking for res-

olution. We know we are
not faultless,” Locke said.
“We care about people. We
love them.We want and are
praying that God would
bless them. We think this
will bring some good things
to our church. God is going
to be honored....we need to
make sure we’re careful to
handle conflict in the bibli-
cal manner.”
Gracechurchexposed.org

has its own step-by-step
process for reconciliation.
The facilitators of the

group suggest the church
congregation have a voice
in decisions, that Flanders

should remove himself as
pastor while both confess-
ing his sins and seeking
professional help, the el-
ders stop down pending an
independent third-party
investigation and that tem-
porary outside leadership
be brought in to guide the
church through the transi-
tion.
Green summed up his

feelings by saying he loves
the people of Grace but
holds leaders responsible.
“I’m grateful for the peo-

ple and the good experi-
ences and I celebrate and
love everyone there. They
are good people. I imagine
good things happen there
all the time...They are par-
ents, they are friends, and
I affirm their value, gifts,
and potential,” Green said.
“I have no hesitation in
speaking out about spiri-
tual malpractice and ma-
nipulation...and I do take
responsibility for going
along...but I hold leader-
ship culpable for fostering
the environment.”
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Macken said. “Lobdell
supplied 80 percent of
all trucks and cars with
wooden steering wheels.”
The company also made

everything from broom
handles to Spaulding base-
ball bats at various times.
And it once employed the
largest number of skilled
wood workers in the coun-
try, he said.
At one time Lobdell em-

ployed up to 600 people.
During the Great Depres-
sion, less than a handful
worked there.
But Lobdell is only one

of the county’s history
lessons McMacken has
shared with his audiences.
His first program was

before the Alma Wom-
en’s Club in April 1975. He
spoke on lumber baron
Ammi Wright and the
businesses and changes
he brought to Alma.
“For me the most inter-

esting fact about Wright
was that he was the big-
gest farmer in Michigan,”
he said. “He had 25 farms
on 3,500 acres.”
The following year Mc-

Macken presented a pro-
gram to the art club on
some of the works of art
found in the Alma ceme-
tery.
In 1979, he spoke on the

Alma Sanitarium to an
“Evening in the Park” au-
dience.
Throughout the de-

cades, McMacken has
also conducted walking -
and bus riding - tours of
the city.
In June 1987, he gave a

program to the historical
society called “Over Their
Dead Bodies” about epi-
taphs found in the ceme-
teries.
McMacken has written

12 local history books and
he’s also written a very
popular, factionalized
story of a little girl named
Katie. He tells what Katie’s
life was like growing up in
the winter during the set-
tler days.
He’s told that story sev-

eral times to delighted
children.
In the earliest days of

the county, Alma was a
pretty rough town, he said.
“It was like the Wild

West,” he said. “There were
so many rough people. It
was a gambling commu-
nity. This was before and
after the Civil War.”
It was decided then that

Alma needed some mo-
rality, some religion and
churches.
So a Unitarian minister

was found in the county
and he taught Sunday
school.
There weren’t any other

professing Christians
around but they could
read the gospel and did so.
“By the 1870s, it started

to calm down,” he said.
For many of McMack-

en’s followers, his pro-
gram on the Civil War is
a favorite.
From Fort Sumter to

Appomattox, a Gratiot sol-
dier was present and the
stories they brought home
are worth the re-telling;
audiences remain fasci-
nated.
“The Civil War is a story

that tells itself of course,”
McMacken said.
“Love and Romance in

Early Gratiot County” is
another favorite. “Tales
from the Mausoleum” is
as well.
McMacken hasn’t only

spoken to Gratiot County
residents. In addition to
Shepherd and Mt. Pleas-
ant, he’s travelled to Bir-
mingham, Novi and Roch-
ester to present his pro-
grams.

Company
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Gratiot County historian David McMacken has presented
on numerous historical topics for decades in the county.

in the U.S. that has no
statewide standard for
septic systems, said Gary
Rayburn, chair of the
Healthy Pine River group.
It’s left up to the local cit-
ies, townships and coun-
ties.
Marcus Cheatham,

health department officer,
said it’s estimated that 15
to 20 percent of the homes
along the rivers have no

sewer system or have failed
systems.
Cheatham told the

members of the Healthy
Pine River group, “we
know that human (waste)
contribution is signifi-
cant” to the pollution to
the river.
The group however,

also believes that animal
waste is an even more sig-
nificant cause to the dete-
riorating state of the Pine
River.
Even so, Rayburn said

that there are homes along
the river and outside the

cities that are handed
down from one generation
to the other and the sep-
tic systems are never in-
spected.
Cheatham stressed that

the move to initiate sep-
tic system regulations is
driven by the stakeholders
- the committee members -
and not the health depart-
ment.
T he app r ox ima t e

20-member group make
up “such a different vari-
ety of people,” Rayburn
said.
They include realtors,

private business people,
and representatives from
the conservation districts,
said Rayburn, who is a
member.
Committee members

are now drafting an ordi-
nance and the next step is

to present it to the three
county commissions.
Rayburn said he ex-

pects that to be given to
the boards by August or
September.
He said he also expects

some other local govern-

ments will have to “buy in.”
Cheatham cautioned

that cleaning up the sys-
tems will be a very long
and costly step-by-step
process.
“It will take years to do,”

he said.
Cheatham also noted

that the committee is well
aware that a most impor-
tant factor in the whole
project will be financial
assistance for those need-
ing it.
The group is looking at

ways to help provide that
assistance.
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Marcus Cheatham, health
department officer, said it’s
estimated that 15 to 20 percent of
the homes along the rivers have
no sewer systemor have failed
systems.

STATEBRIEF

Fireworks gearing up
for 60th year
DETROIT» The annual fire-
works over theDetroit River
is marking its 60th year of
lighting up the skyline of
Detroit and neighboring
Windsor, Ontario.
The theme for the June

25 Ford Fireworks extrava-
ganza is “Come Alive in the
D!” The 24-minute showwill
feature more than 10,000
pyrotechnic effects visible

for miles along the Detroit
River. It’s produced by The
Parade Co. and Dearborn-
based Ford Motor Co. has
been the title sponsor since
2013. The Ford Fireworks
Rooftop Party will provide
among the best views. The
party is also a fundraiser
for The Parade Co. All pro-
ceeds benefit the Michigan
Thanksgiving Parade Foun-
dation.

—Of The Associated Press

| OBITUARIES | MORNING SUN TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 20182 A


