will be held in the First Methodist Church.
“It’s an amazing story,” Mc-
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County to
consider
septic system
ordinance
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he said. “We try to pair people
together that have done it for a
while with people who are just
starting. We like building those
types of relationships.”
Those interested in more information on the club can “like”
his Middle of the Mitten Beekeepers Association Facebook
page.
Puzzles............B4

Classified ........B5

By Linda Gittleman
For the Morning Sun

In a surprising move, representatives from all three counties in the Mid Michigan District Health Department unanimously agreed that it’s time for
septic system regulations.
The counties of Gratiot, Clinton and Montcalm are represented by the health department.
Michigan is the only state
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85, of Mt.
Pleasant,
passed away Saturday,
June 16, 2018 at her home. Cremation has taken
place.
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in the U.S. that has no
statewide standard for
septic systems, said Gary
Rayburn, chair of the
Healthy Pine River group.
It’s left up to the local cities, townships and counties.
M a r c u s C he a t h a m ,
health department officer,
said it’s estimated that 15
to 20 percent of the homes
along the rivers have no

sewer system or have failed
systems.
C heat ha m t old t he
members of the Healthy
Pine River group, “we
know that human (waste)
contribution is significant” to the pollution to
the river.
T he group however,
also believes that animal
waste is an even more signiﬁcant cause to the deteriorating state of the Pine
River.
Even so, Rayburn said
that there are homes along
the river and outside the

a mistreater. That is why people. I don’t have anger
I don’t want to share my towards them. I do wish it
name.Reduced
I am embarrassed.”
be handled
a little
bit
Copy
to 80% fromcould
original
to fit letter
page
Reconciliation is pos- different.“
sible, as the two men —
Like Flanders, Locke
who are now friends again quoted Bible verses that
cities that are handed
down from one generation
to the other and the septic systems are never inspected.
Cheatham stressed that
the move to initiate septic system regulations is
driven by the stakeholders
- the committee members and not the health department.
T he
approximate
20-member group make
up “such a different variety of people,” Rayburn
said.
They include realtors,

has its own step-by-step
process for reconciliation.
The facilitators of the
group suggest the church
congregation have a voice
in decisions, that Flanders

Marcus Cheatham, health
department officer, said it’s
estimated that 15 to 20 percent of
the homes along the rivers have
no sewer system or have failed
systems.
private business people,
and representatives from
the conservation districts,
said Rayburn, who is a
member.
Committee members
are now drafting an ordinance and the next step is

to present it to the three
county commissions.
Rayburn said he expects that to be given to
the boards by August or
September.
He said he also expects
some other local govern-

tual malpractice and manipulation...and I do take
responsibility
Page : for
A02going
along...but I hold leadership culpable for fostering
the environment.”
ments will have to “buy in.”
Cheatham cautioned
that cleaning up the systems will be a very long
and costly step-by-step
process.
“It will take years to do,”
he said.
Cheatham also noted
that the committee is well
aware that a most important factor in the whole
project will be financial
assistance for those needing it.
The group is looking at
ways to help provide that
assistance.
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