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After the sudden closure of The
Malt Shop andKaya CoffeeHouse,
two establishments frequented by
Central Michigan University stu-
dents and Mt. Pleasant residents
alike, the owners of theMalt Shop
are suing their landlords for fraud
and breach of contract.
The Ottemans, the owners of

both The Malt Shop and Kaya,
filed a lawsuit against their land-
lords, Samuel and Salam Had-
dad, over several safety issues that
were plaguing the building where
both businesses were located.
The Haddads claimed the loca-

tions were “up to code” before the
lease agreement was signed.
“This is all about the safety of

the customers, the employees and
the general public,” said Timothy
Hoesch, lawyer for the Ottemans.
The complaint sent to the Had-

dads claim that theywere in viola-
tion of the lease agreement due to
negligence and/or intentionalmis-
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owners sue
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By Central Michigan District Health
Department

Central Michigan District
Health Department has re-
ceived increased reports of per-
tussis (whooping cough) pri-
marily in Clare County, but also
in the counties of Osceola and
Isabella.
These cases are primarily af-

fecting families in the Amish
community at this time, how-
ever with the normal sum-
mer activities (camps, church
events, parties, festivals) the
possibility for spreading this
illness heightens.
Additional cases are likely to

be reported.
Pertussis starts out like the

common cold, and the initial
symptoms last a week.
A cough that is often severe

then develops and can last as
long as twelve weeks.
Young infants can have diffi-

culty breathing, may need to be
hospitalized, and may even die
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An aerial photograph of south Wise Road at Remus Road shortly after massive rains and flooding on June 23, 2017shows massive
destruction to the road and its infrastructure. This image was shared thousands of times on social media as residents tried to convey the
scope of damage in the days of the flooding.

By Lisa Yanick Litwiller
llitwiller@michigannewspapers.com
@yanicklitwiller on Twitter

One year after heavy rains
and historic flooding caused
millions of dollars in damage
across Isabella County, recov-
ery is ongoing.
Residents and agencies are

still making progress on re-
pairing infrastructure and
private property and taking
steps to prevent future issues.
Photo: Readers share images
from the 2017 flood
As County Administrator/

Controller Margaret McAvoy
considers the year since flood-
ing so significant the entire
county was deemed a federal di-
saster area, it’s the human com-
ponent — the loss of irreplace-
able things, damage to a sense of
safety and countless the helping
hands — that stand out.
In particular, as news reached

the rest of the state and the
country that similar weather
events brought destructive rains
and flooding to parts of the Up-
per Peninsula earlier this week,
McAvoy said she found herself
remembering assistance from

first responders, officials and
community members within
the county and outside as well.
“One of the hardest conver-

sations I remember in the days
after the flood was an elderly
woman who lost her wedding
gown, her daughter’s baptism
gown... She was talking about
precious things. That’s the hu-
man cost that doesn’t factor into
the calculations,” McAvoy said.
As daylight broke on June 23

last year, it became increasingly
obvious that Isabella County
was facing a crisis after eight
inches or more of rain fell in

one night.
By that afternoon more than

130 miles of road were impass-
able, parkswere closed and some
residents were fleeing homes as
basements filled with water.
For the first time in the coun-

ty’s history, officials worked to-
ward garnering a federal disas-
ter declaration, first obtaining
the local and state declarations
needed.
A year later, McAvoy said the

emergency response team bet-
ter understands what FEMA
and other agencies need as they

ISABELLACOUNTY

A YEAR LATER: COUNTY
REBUILDS AFTER FLOOD

By Lisa Yanick Litwiller
llitwiller@michigannewspapers.com
@yanicklitwiller on Twitter

After more than two de-
cades at the helm, Circuit
Court Judge Paul H. Chamber-
lain has stepped down as the
chief judge in Isabella County,
though he will remain on the
circuit court bench.
Within hours of Chamber-

lain’s announcement Friday,

the Michigan Supreme Court
appointed Judge Eric Janes as
chief judge through the end of
Chamberlain’s term in 2019.
Initially Chamberlain had

handed the leadership spot to
Probate Court Judge William
Ervin in advance of a supreme
court decision.
An email sent to Isabella

County Court staff Friday
morning from Kerri Curtiss,
the court administrator, indi-

cated that Chamberlain plans
to focus on his courtroom du-
ties.
“Judge Chamberlain has

asked me to inform all of you
that after 22 years as Chief
Judge, he has decided that it
is time for another judge to
take the leadership role for the
court,” the email reads.
Chamberlain said Friday

that it’s time for a change in
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leadership and now feels
like the right time.
“The court is in a re-

ally good spot as far as
administration,” Cham-
berlain said. “I’ve done
it for 22 years...it’s a de-
manding job...it’s time

for me to slow down a
bit.”
As chief judge, Cham-

berlain said he has never
taken a reduction in his
own case load, which of-
ten meant many early
mornings, late nights or
weekends of work.
“I’m not getting any

younger,” he said. “It’s
just time. Let somebody
else come in. “

Judge
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assess and respond to emer-
gencies.
“When FEMA came it

was like having another or-
ganization’s army of people
here. We learned a lot,” she
said. “We learned what doc-
uments they need and that
we need to manage their
schedule because they don’t
know the area.”
As similar agencies head

to the Upper Peninsula,
McAvoy said she’s reminded
of the willingness of first
responders and other res-
idents to help others, and
the counties who offered
Isabella assistance.
“I will be reaching out (to

the U.P.) to see how we can
help,” she said.
Meanwhile, a group of

familymembers and friends
in Mt. Pleasant are hoping
to send some support to
Houghton as well with a
needed items drive Tues-
day and Wednesday.

After seeing a social me-
dia post from a resident
worried that the rest of the
state didn’t care about the
destruction and danger af-
ter this week’s flooding, the
group decided to show them
people are concerned, said
Cindy Tillman, who is help-
ing to organize the effort.
A semi-truck provided

by MLT Trucking and Die-
sel Freak will be parked at
Ric’s Food Center from 9
a.m. until 9 p.m. collected
needed items such as bot-
tled water, heavy gloves
for cleaning, laundry soap,
bleach, paper towels, clean-
ing rags, baby diapers, non-
persishable goods and gift
cards or cash donations.
The truck is set to head

the U.P. Thursday morning
to deliver the aid.
Immediate needs in Isa-

bella County last year also
included cleaning supplies,
food, shelter and more as
well; services that provided
food and shelter, free large-
item garbage pick up and
more were key to keeping
residents safe in the days

that followed the flood.
Initial damage estimates

of $87 million across the
county last year still hold
up today and include pri-
vate homes and businesses,
farmland and public infra-
structure.
Ultimately, the county

received disaster status for
private property only, bring-
ing FEMA assistance for
home and business owners.
In total, 921 properties

across the county received
FEMAdollars, totalling just

shy of $1.3 million.
The majority — just over

$1 million— was approved
for housing needs, the rest
considered “other” needs.
“We were happy to see

residents using FEMA, it’s
a wonderful tool,” McAvoy
said. “There was so much
private damage.”
Public parks, drains,

buildings and other infra-
structure sustained mil-
lions of dollars in damage
as well.
Among the hardest hit

areas, just a few stretches
of the 130 Isabella County
Roads closed that week re-
main shut to this day, fac-
ing extensive repair and re-
building that could take as
long as five more months to
complete.
Two stretches of Loomis

Road — between East Beal
City and Jordan roads and
between Vernon and Den-
ver— require that old struc-
tures be replaced with con-
crete boxes.
Those repairs, estimated

earlier this year to cost
$350,000 for each, are ex-

pected to be complete by the
end of July.
The remaining closure

at Wise and Remus roads
is the worst of the road fail-
ures caused by the 2017
flooding, andmay not be re-
paired until November.
The Isabella County Road

Commission is required
to install a 42-foot bridge
where there once was two
drainage tubes under the
road.
Costs for that stretch

alone were estimated at
over $1 million earlier
this year, and the Isabella
County Road Commis-
sion was working to secure
grant funding, dollars that
have proved instrumen-
tal in other many other in-
frastructure repair efforts
since the flood.
With or without grants,

the ICRC has secured per-
mits for the work and con-
struction is expected to be-
ing in late summer.
Additionally, numerous

box culverts and bridges
across the county experi-
enced scouring and ero-

sion during the flood, issues
that are budgeted for repair
through the year and 2019.
Across the county, other

grants have been secured
as well to help with repair
costs, and in particular dol-
lars are going toward pre-
ventative measures, McA-
voy said.
As things move toward

normal or “a new normal.”
Isabella County residents
should view last year’s flood
as an opportunity to eval-
uate emergency prepared-
ness in their own homes,
she said.
“Take the time to build a

kit; include flashlights, bat-
teries, a radio...and have a
basic idea of ‘where do we
go,’” she said. “Also, where
are your important papers?
Maybe the basement is not
the best choice.”
Identification and other

paperwork are typically
necessary to obtaining as-
sistance in an emergency, so
knowing where birth certif-
icates, social security cards
are for every person in a
home is vital, she said.
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conduct in regards to “re-
pairs” that were completed
on the property before the
signing.
Themain issue, according

to the court file, was with
the fire suppression system.
The system was found to
be “capped off and discon-
nected” when the Ottemans
were replacing a pizza oven
in January 2015. The ansul
system, or a system of fire
suppression chemicals, was
also found to be faulty.An-

other safety issue the law-
suit highlighted was a leak
in the basement of the build-
ing that was investigated by
Mt. Pleasant company AJ’s
Plumbing on Feb. 15.
According to their in-

voice, AJ’s Plumbing de-
termined that the leak
was caused by a pipe con-
nected to a storm drain on
the building’s roof that con-
tained three to four inches
of backed up water. They
also suggested that the
faulty installation of “five to
10 year-old” heat tape that
caused an electrical short
or arc that melted the pipe,
causing the leak. The tape

was not able to be easily re-
moved due to “the proba-
bility of it being frozen in a
block of ice within the pipe
itself.”
Both the Ottemans and

Hoesch are concerned that
there are more hidden is-
sues within the building,
according to a letter sent to
the Haddads by Hoesch.
The Ottemans are look-

ing to gain an amount less
than $25,000. The com-
plaint claimed that the cost
of damages “could not be
calculated,” but there were
at least $12,000 in damages
at the time of filing.
The lawsuit is also claim-

ing that the “gross negli-
gence and/or intentional
misconduct” of damages
led to a breach in the lease
agreement. The lawsuit also
claimed that the “misrepre-
sentations” are grounds for
fraud, saying that the Had-
dads “misrepresented the
damages in both the past
and future conduct of the
building conditions.”
The lease states that the

tenant’s liability for pay-
ing for damages does not
extend to the negligence
or misconduct of the land-
lords. Owner Tim Otteman
declined to comment fur-
ther on the court case.

“We believe the filing
speaks for itself,” he said.
According to Hoesch,

they are waiting on a re-
sponse from the Haddads.
No court date has currently
been set.OnMarch 12, a let-
ter fromHoesch was sent to
the Haddads, outlining the
issues that led that were
“hidden in order to induce”
the Ottemans to sign the
lease agreement.
“My clients and I are con-

cerned that additional, hid-
den issues still remain in
the building and demand
that all such grossly negli-
gent and/ or intentionally
defective, previous ‘repairs’

be disclosed immediately,”
Hoesch said in the letter.
The Ottemans entered into
the lease agreement on June
19, 2014, according to the
lawsuit.
On Aug. 19, 2015, the Ot-

temans sent counsel in or-
der to get correspondences
regarding “misrepresen-
tations” made by the Had-
dads before the signing of
the lease agreement. In or-
der to avoid litigation, both
the Ottemans and Had-
dads entered an addendum,
or an addition to the lease
agreement on Aug. 28, 2015,
The Haddads could not be
reached for comment.
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due to whooping cough.
This disease is very

contagious and is spread
by respiratory droplets
from coughing.
People with pertussis

can transmit the germ
for four weeks after be-

coming ill.
The best way to pre-

vent pertussis is to get
vaccinated.
It is recommended

that parents rev iew
their children’s immuni-
zation records to be cer-
tain they have received
all of their immuniza-
tions.
Children usually re-

ceive a series of the

vaccine in early infancy
and another dose before
starting school.
Ado le s c ent s a nd

adults also need to get
a booster dose to help
protect them as they get
older.
Anyone with pertus-

sis should stay home
until five days of antibi-
otic treatment has been
completed.

People that live with
someone with pertus-
sis should talk to their
doctor about receiving
a course of antibiotics
to prevent the spread of
the infection.
If you have questions

about pertussis, please
contact your family doc-
tor or your local health
department branch of-
fice.
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A Tribute to Life.

RememberingMi.usRememberingMi.us
Alma, MI. Formerly
of Holt, MI, Kathleen
passed away in Alma,
MI, June 22, 2018,
with her family by her
side. She was born
September 20, 1927,
in Morton, MS. Kath-
leen’s life was devoted
to the Lord and to her
family. She was known
to all for her uncondi-
tional love. She retired
from the State of Mich-
igan. Kathleen was pre-
ceded in death by her
husband of 62 years,

Harold; son-in-law, Orin Reid; grandson, Keith
Stickel; granddaughter-in-law, Kela Stickel; and
5 siblings. Kathleen will be missed by: daugh-
ters, Sharon (Frank) Kelly, Lily (Ron) Brown, Bar-
bara (Don) Stickel, Jane (Richard) Dell, and Myrna
(Ken) Cobb; sons, Leslie (Mrya) Lambeth and Mark
(Chari) Lambeth; 17 grandchildren; and 28 great-
grandchildren. Her family wishes to express grate-
ful thanks to Masonic Pathways for the excellent
care they provided to Kathleen. The funeral service
will be held at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, June 24, 2018, at
the Doig Chapel at Masonic Pathways, 1200 Wright
Ave., Alma, MI, followed by a catered luncheon.
Her family will receive friends two hours prior to
the funeral service on Sunday. Interment will take
place at Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens in Lansing,
MI, at 10:00 a.m. Monday. Arrangements are by
the Estes-Leadley Greater Lansing Chapel. On-
line condolences may be left for her family at

www.EstesLeadley.com.

LAMBETH, KATHLEEN M.

65 of Blanchard,
passed away Tuesday,
June 19th at her home.
She was born in Ne-
gaunee, MI, the daugh-
ter of Wally & Marilyn
Wicklund. Paula was
known for being such a
positve, out going per-
son. She really enjoyed
her work at Isabella
Bank in Blanchard, she
felt it was her dream
job. She is survived by
2 brothers, Bob & Steve
and her husband Paul.
Thank you to everyone

who sent cards and shared her joy of life. A spe-
cial thank you to Dr Vedula, Dr Elie Obied both
of MidMichigan Medical Gratiot, Dr Sondev Roy of
McLaren in Mt Pleasant, who agressively went after
her cancers’, which allowed me to have 17 years of
marriage to a tough, incredible lady. A Memorial
Service will be held at a later date.

WICKLUND-WILSON, PAULA S

age 93, of Farwell,
passed away Thurs-
day, June 21, 2018 at
his home. Funeral Ser-
vices for Charles will
be held on Monday,
June 25, 2018 at 10:30
a.m. at Clark Family
Funeral Chapel with
8@* 5<#'2> 6B4" #A/-
ciating. Interment will
take place in Memorial
Gardens Cemetery. A
Luncheon will follow
the committal service
at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall in Beal

City. The family will receive friends on Saturday,
June 23 and Sunday, June 24 from 4 – 8 p.m. Me-
morial Contributions may be made to St. Joseph
the Worker School or McLaren Hospice. Charles
was born on April 22, 1925, in Mt. Pleasant, the
son of Charles J. Wilson and Lydia L. (Zeir) Wil-
son. He married Margaret A. Wescoat on October 8,
1949. Charles served as a sergeant in the United
States Army, running a German prison camp af-
ter WWII. He worked as a dairy farmer, retiring in
1978. Charles was a member of St. Joseph the
Worker Catholic Church, Knights of Columbus
#6351 and the VFW Post #3033. He loved hunt-
:%?, /><:%? 2%" 19:4":%? "BB@ 14:%">* -<2@4B> :>
survived by his wife, Margaret, daughters, Jac-
alyn (Barney) McCormick of Arcadia, FL and Di-
anna Moore of Farwell, son-in-law, Kevin Twitch-
ell of Woodland, CA, sisters-in-law, Eloise Wilson,
Janet Wilson and Mary Jo Wilson of Mt. Pleasant
2%" =2; 0:4>#% #A +B(;B@, /7B ?@2%"$<:4"@B%, ;B%
great-grandchildren, brothers, Bob (Judy) Wilson,
Richard (Charlene) Wilson and Bill (Diane) Wilson,
all of Mt. Pleasant and sister, Pat (Russ) Torpey of
Lake. Charles was preceded in death by his par-
ents, two sons, Dan and Mark Wilson, daughter,
Carol Twitchell, son-in-law, Gary Moore, brothers,
Don Wilson, Glen Wilson, Ray Wilson, Jim Wilson
and Harry Wilson, sisters, Pamela Hoover, Deloris
“Lori” Graham and Betty Loomis. You may view
Charles’ obituary online, send a condolence to the
family and light a memorial candle at

www.clarkfuneralchapel.com

WILSON, CHARLES E.

BENNETT, MARY LOUISE
93, Alma passed away June 22, 2018. Arrange-
ments with Lux-Moody-Wolfel Funeral Home,
Alma. Full obituary at www.luxfuneralhomes.com

86, of Blanchard,
passed away peace-
fully June 21, 2018, at
the Woodland Hospice
House in Mt. Pleas-
ant. Visitation will be
held at Berry Funeral
Home in Shepherd on
Sunday, June 24, from
3:00 – 6:00 pm. The
funeral service will be
Monday, June 25, at 11
am. Burial will follow
at Union Cemetery in
Winn. Leila was born in
Alma on June 16, 1932,
to Chester and Eunice

Fillhard. She graduated from Alma high school.
She went to work for Refrigeration Research where
she retired. Leila enjoyed movies, reading, board
games, puzzles and spending time with her fam-
ily and her “girls” at Margaret’s Meadow where she
resided. Leila is survived by her husband Calvin
Wyant who she married on April 8, 1950; her sister
Letha (Al) Hick; her brother Laverne (Janet) Fill-
hard; son Keith (Janet) Wyant; daughter Rosanne
Wyant; two grandchildren Cathy (Stan Fortier) Pul-
verente and Cheri (Cliff) Holmes; and two great-
grandchildren, Zachary Pulverente and Alyssa
(Franklin) Bowen. Leila is preceded in death by her
parents, her sister Leona LaBonville, her brother
Lyle Fillhard, Lester Fillhard, Lyndon Fillhard and
her great-grandson Caleb Rich. The family wishes
to extend their gratitude to the staff at Margaret’s
Meadow for the care they have given for the past
few years and to the staff at the Woodland Hos-
pice House in Mt. Pleasant for their care and sup-
!#@; :% <B@ /%24 "2&>* 3% 4:B9 #A .#)B@>, 'B'#@:24
donations may be made to the Woodland Hospice
House, 2597 S Meridian Rd, Mt. Pleasant.

WYANT, LEILA JUNE

Initial damage
estimates of $87
million across
the county last
year still hold
up today and
include private
homes and
businesses,
farmland
and public
infrastructure.

| OBITUARIES | MORNING SUN SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 20182 A


